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WELCOME HOME

The St Helena national cricket
team will return to the island on
the RMS this Saturday 12 May.

Information at time of going to press indicates
the ship is due at 9am. It is planned for the team
to come ashore in the last launch, around 10 10.30am.
A reception at the wharf is being planned by the
St Helena Cricket Association who would be
thrilled if as many people as possible could come

along to the seaside to welcome the team home,
wearing something green if possible.
HM Customs are roping off a meeting area; one
hundred school children from all 4 schools will be
there with 2 songs by Prince Andrew School and 1
by the primary children.
There will also be music playing. Come show your
support!
The team are returning from St Helena’s first ever
participation in an international tournament where
they won 4 out of 8 games played.

INSIDE THIS WEEK

Cruise Ship Athena visits
Moment de Mémoire
By-Election report
Start of football season
Saint footballer in Swindon
Miss St Helena latest
SECRETS OF DARKDALE
Fr Dale playing the
Last Post on Saturday
at Napoleon’s Tomb

“my uncle woke me up, said the Darkdale
was on fire. I went to the Arch and all the
people were there looking. At the time I
didn’t know she was torpedoed”
full story on page 10

National Trust at Longwood
Green for cruise ship visit

2

www.shbc.sh

Thursday 10 May 2012 THE SENTINEL

NEWS
By-Election 2012 –
West Electoral Area
The deadline for submission of nominations
is noon on Wednesday, 16th May 2012. All
nominations should be delivered within this
time to the Returning Officer, Mrs Gillian
Francis at the Castle, Jamestown.
Persons whose names are on the updated
Register of Electors and registered in either
the East or West Electoral Areas can stand
for election provided they are over the age
of 21 years.
Nomination forms are available from the
Assistant Registration Officers who are:
West Constituency
Half Tree Hollow: Mrs Karen Yon, Miss Michelle Yon, Mr Desmond Wade
St Paul’s: Miss Alfreda Yon, Mrs Jackie
Moyce
Blue Hill: Mrs Lorrian Yon, Mrs Elizabeth
March
Sandy Bay: Mrs Phyllis Coleman, Miss
Anita Legg
East Constituency
Jamestown: Mr Robert Essex, Mr Douglas
Bennett, Mrs Jill Young, Mrs Alicia Thomas, Mrs Olive Williams MBE
Levelwood: Mr Ronald Coleman JP, Mrs
Pamela Joshua
Longwood: Mr Peter Johnson, Miss Paula
Moyce, Miss Christine Henry
Alarm Forest: Mrs Jane Augustus, Mrs
Brenda Thomas
Nominations should include:
•
Full name of the candidate
•
Full names and signatures of two
Sponsors who are on the West Electoral Roll
and whose signatures must be attested by
the Returning Officer, Assistant Returning
Officer or a Justice of the Peace.
•
Full names and signatures of five
Supporters who must also be on the West
Electoral Roll and whose signatures have
to be witnessed by anyone on the Electoral
Roll for the West Electoral Area
•
A Declaration to say that the sponsors and supporters are not sponsoring and/
or supporting more than one candidate
•
A written statement, from the
nominee, giving consent to stand for election.
Full details on how to make a nomination,
standing for election, becoming a Councillor and Councillors’ remuneration packages
were published in last week’s newspapers.
More information on nominating candidates
and the By Election can be obtained from
the Returning Officer on telephone 2470.

lene’s shop in Main Street. The contest is being held at the Consulate Hotel on Saturday
19 May. To date 9 ladies have entered. There
was a good turnout for the Bingo fundraiser
on Friday evening last week, most tables
were full.

Darwin fund to map St Helena’s
marine biodiversity
The Joint Nature Conservation Committee
has been awarded £164,000 by the Darwin
Initiative to support marine biodiversity
mapping in St Helena. Currently, there is
virtually no information available on the
range, extent or distribution of shallow marine species in St Helena – some of which
are endemic to the island - nor the habitats
which provide shelter, food and nurseries to
both resident and migrating species.
Some of these St Helena marine species and
habitats are potentially threatened by human
activities such as aggregate extraction, port
development and increased marine activities
associated with tourism. As with many islands, shallow water fisheries are potentially
an important source of revenue and need to
be supported and sustainably managed. The
Darwin supported mapping project will provide baseline information essential for the
creation of an evidence based management
strategy to help to protect and ensure sustainable use of the island’s unique marine
resources. The project will also demonstrate
how artificial reefs can be used to enhance
the marine environment alongside carefully
managed development activities.
The bid is a partnership between JNCC and
the newly formed Environmental Management Directorate, an arm of St Helena’s
Government. The St Helena project lead is
Dr Nikki Chapman, Manager of the Nature
Conservation Division.

Jo Acer
The Tanker ‘Jo Acer’ arrived on Tuesday,
8th May 2012 to replenish the Island’s fuel
stocks. While the Tanker was anchored in
Rupert’s Bay it was necessary for the Beach
area to be closed to the public until all fuel
has been discharged which was scheduled to
be completed by early afternoon yesterday,
Wednesday 9th. A total of 686.08 metric
tonnes of diesel fuel and 150.07 tonnes of
petrol was expected to be unloaded. The last
refuelling tanker visit was 3 months ago on
13 February, also the ‘Jo Acer’.

Honeymoon Chair
Last week we reported the Honeymoon
Chair official report was due at the end of
that week. Glynis Fowler from Lands &
Buildings who is leading the investigation
has said the report is now expected to be
completed at the end of this week.

SHELCO
Wirebird Hills development
In the Terminal 1 building (New Porteous
House) at the entrance to Castle Gardens,
Jamestown, the public can now view an exhibition of SHELCO’s plans for their Wirebird Hills development at Broadbottom. This
includes an 18 hole international golf course
and clubhouse, an 88 suite eco-luxury hotel with conference and health spa facilities
and 165 leisure related residences. There is
strong emphasis on the eco friendly aspects
of the development, including an enhanced
habitat for Wirebirds with predator control
and removal of invasive and non-native
scrub such as flax, gorse and whiteweed. It
is planned to allow for cattle and sheep grazing on the golf course and the reintroduction
of lemon groves to Lemon Valley. The exhibition was opened to the public on 30 April.
SHELCO representative Linda Houston explained more. “The idea is that people have
an opportunity to become aware of what our

Miss St Helena update
Tickets are now on sale for Miss St Helena,
available from Friends of Guiding members:
Anya Williams, Tiffany Plato, Daryl Legg,
Danielle Stevens, Marlene Yon and at Mar-

SHELCO representative Linda Houston in Terminal 1
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NEWS
‘Jo Acer’ in Ruperts

proposals for Wirebird Hills at Broadbottom
is. They can come in at their leisure to look
at the plans, ask questions, pick up leaflets
and get information about the drop box to
look at it at home. Anything they want to
know really. The idea is just to get the interest level up in order that when more of
the team arrive on Saturday 12th, people
then have enough knowledge of what we’re
proposing to be able to get more from those
presentations, and be working on the basis
of accurate information about our proposals
before they choose to write in formally to
the planning department at Essex House if
they wish to make formal comment.”
On Saturday 12 May, Sir Nigel Thompson, the chairman of SHELCO will be arriving on the RMS St Helena, along with
Jeremy Blake, the architect for the scheme,
and Chris Lindley the environmental scientist who was on island earlier this year.
The SHELCO team have a full programme
planned for next week which includes visits to all schools on the island and meetings
with the public.
Planning permission for SHELCO’s development was submitted to the St Helena
Government on 23 April. The deadline for
formal representations to the planning department at Essex House is 24 May.

connecting the entire SHG organisation
through Microsoft SharePoint software.
This development will greatly improve sharing and collaboration within and between
Directorates and accelerate communications
within Government.
All Directors are now ‘live’ on the system,
and as SharePoint is rolled out across SHG
they will be examining ways to expand
their individual areas to keep colleagues informed of new information, key decisions
and actions occurring within their Directorates. Within a matter of weeks every computer in SHG will have access to this new
Intranet, greatly improving communication
across the Public Service.

Sandy Bay clinic
Issue 5 (26 April) of The Sentinel carried a
report on the reopening of the Sandy Bay
clinic on 19 April. On that occasion the clinic was fully booked with 17 patients seeing
the doctor. The second opening took place
on Thursday 3 May. There were 11 appointments. The next 2 clinic dates are scheduled
for 17 and 31 May. At time of going to print
no bookings have been made for these dates.

send a team with the star of the team being
Gavin George, 57, who was joined by his
son David, 33. The youngest team member
is only 15.” The tournament began with a
win for St Helena against Cameroon. Millward wrote: “The tournament could not
have started better with the Saints skittling
out Cameroon for 36 runs and knocking off
the required total for the loss of only one
wicket. ‘It was overwhelming ,’ said Gavin
George, ‘It was very emotional, this was
our first game away from St Helena.’ Formerly an all-rounder, Mr George is now a
batsman, though he bowls occasionally. In
another historic first the Georges both hit the
highest score recorded by a St Helena batsmen in the same match, 48 runs each against
Gambia.”
The article goes on to quote Gavin’s wife
Barbara, who is the secretary for the St Helena Cricket Association. “’The vibe on the
island is incredibly high,’ she said.’ This is
the first international tournament they have
ever played in and when we compare the demographics of the large African countries to
our 46 square miles of St Helena with under
4000 people here and an ageing population.
We have shown that there is natural sporting
ability here and with training we can compete in the international arena.’”

St Helena Airport Project
Landscape & Ecology Mitigation Programme (LEMP)
Support is currently being sought to design
and deliver a Landscape and Ecology Mitigation Programme (LEMP) related to the
Airport Project. The LEMP will provide
ways and means to reduce and offset the
direct and indirect impacts on St Helena’s
landscape resulting from the construction of
the airport and associated infrastructure.
The procurement notice for the LEMP has
been submitted for publication on the DFID
Supplier Portal and in the Official Journal of
the European Union (OJEU). The closing
date for the submission of pre-qualification
questionnaires is Wednesday, 23rd May.

St Helena Cricket Team in UK Press
Microsoft Sharepoint To Enhance It seems our Cricket Team’s success has
SHG Collaboration And Internal not gone unnoticed around the world. On Fishing Competition
Monday Kerisha Stevens at the SHG public
Communications
The annual St Helena Fisheries Corporation
As part of the DfID-funded Public Sec- relations office forwarded us a link to an artor Modernisation Programme, St Helena
Government introduced a new records management system about a year ago, based on
functionality provided by the Wide Area
Network (WAN). This allows users to store
and share information on an electronic network and has increased efficiency through
staff and paper reductions and improved
collaboration within SHG.
A year on, and the WAN is now being enhanced by the introduction of an Intranet

ticle in the UK Telegraph newspaper about
our team. David Millward of the Telegraph
wrote, “A heroes’ welcome awaits the St
Helena team, which has just won its first
ever international match, beating Cameroon
by nine wickets, when it comes home next
weekend.” His article went on to mention
the logistics of getting our team from St
Helena to South Africa and the achievement
of islanders to raise the £24,000 to cover the
team’s trip. The article goes on to talk about
the George family connection. “...it was able

fishing competition starts tomorrow (Friday) from midnight. All vessels should be at
the Shears in Ruperts no later than 4pm on
Saturday 12 May to qualify for the competition. Full details of the prizes and categories
were printed in last week’s Sentinel. In addition to the bar which was advertised, there
will be a kiddies bouncy castle, candy floss
and free transport on ferry boat from Jamestown to Ruperts every half hour on the day.
Prize giving will take place as soon as the
weigh-in has been completed.
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SENTINEL News Team
Darrin Henry
Sinead Green
Terri Clingham
Sharon Henry
Sherrilee Phillips
Damien O'Bey

Darrin Henry, SHBC

One of the most interesting aspects of reporting news from
St Helena is seeing how far it
reaches around the world.
Our TV style news reports were launched
exactly 4 weeks ago via the SHBC website.
So far the 3 reports have now been viewed
in 40 different countries by 1,257 unique
viewers. Our stats record each viewer only
once, regardless of how many times they
play the video.
As the countries first began to register we
would guess at who we knew in that country
who may be watching. Eventually as the list
of countries grew longer we couldn’t keep
up!
But perhaps some of our readers might have
an idea. The countries are listed in order of
viewers.

1 Great Britain
(UK)
2 St. Helena
3 United States
4 South Africa
5 Falkland Islands
6 Germany
7 France
8 Canada
9 Australia
10 Belgium
11 null
12 Ireland
13 Namibia
14 Philippines
15 Sweden
16 Netherlands
17 Portugal
18 Italy
19 Spain
20 Saudi Arabia
21 Mali
22 New Zealand
(Aotearoa)
23 Singapore
24 China

25 Hungary
26 Ethiopia
27 Cyprus
28 Argentina
29 Poland
30 Hong Kong
31 Czech Republic
32 Taiwan
33 Guam
34 null
35 United Arab
Emirates
36 Norway
37 Brazil
38 Egypt
39 Seychelles
40 Congo, Democratic Republic

Contact the SENTINEL by email:
news@shbc.sh
Tel: + 290 2727
Website www.shbc.sh
The SENTINEL is published every
Thursday on St Helena.
Please submit items for advertising by
4pm on Tuesdays. (note: our first pages
go to print on Wed mornings at 10am,
hence the Tuesday deadline)
The following was contributed by Trevor
Jackson, North Palm Beach, Florida to coincide with last week’s Moment de Mémoire.
I have sourced these extracts together with
my observations from “NAPOLEON’S
LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT” published by Paddington Press 1977.
BACKGROUND:
“By the spring of 1821, Napoleon Bonaparte
had been detained, under what became virtual house arrest by the British Government,
at Longwood House and its immediate surroundings since late 1815. He was 46 years
old when he arrived on the island and dead
at 51 years. Born in Corsica August 15th
1769 and died at Longwood House May
5th 1821. Buried May 9th at the grave site
he personally had chosen during walks and
finding a spring of water to his liking, from
which he was supplied daily.
The British with their European and Prussian allies had finally defeated Napoleon at
Waterloo in Belgium (June 1815). His audacious recent escape after ten months of his
first forced exile on the island of Elba (February 1815), gave his captors little choice
but to send him to the most remote British
controlled island where he could be detained
for the foreseeable future.
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justice to a vanquished enemy he would
be allowed to live in England without hindrance. This was rejected by the British
Government while he was still being held
on the British ship H.M.S. “Bellerophon”
which he had boarded at Rochefort, now lying off Plymouth. Napoleon and his chosen entourage were transferred to the HMS
“Northumberland” and the long 70 days
Atlantic voyage to St. Helena only ended
on October 15th when he stepped ashore at
Jamestown.
THE FINAL DAYS April – May 1821
On April 11th 1821 Napoleon decided his
failing health had reached the stage he must
write his last will and testament, and over
the next three weeks personally wrote in his
own hand (for the main part) an elaborate
series of letters, instructions, legacies, and
dispositions aided by his loyal companions.
He created a number of signed and sealed
Documents and Codicils, ranging from the
most insignificant worthless minutiae, to
the vast fortunes he had acquired by years
of conquest and gifts from the vanquished
leaders of Europe and Russia.
The endless spoils of war were recorded in
page after page in a torrent of astounding
detail of land, palaces, residences, art collections, jewellery, noble titles, financial
investments and private bank deposits in
Paris and Rome. The astounding capacity
of his memory and the complexity of the
task facing his Executors Montholon, Bertrand and Marchand who surrounded him at
Longwood House are still a marvel to readers today.
He also forgave some people past insults,
injustices and published versions of what he
saw as lies and untruths. He even directed
some of his inner circle to marry after his
demise, and chose the future spouse for
them too.
Surrounded by his faithful entourage, their
wives, children, and several doctors representing France, Britain, and their allies, late
in the afternoon of May 5th 1821 Napoleon
Bonaparte departed this life.

The period in which he had rallied his
troops (historians call “The Hundred Days”
from March to June) invading Paris, and
seemingly determined to take control of Europe by force, once again , made the British
transfer him to St. Helena as soon as possible once he was under their control.

Among the Instructions to his Executors
he wrote, “My Executors must write to the
King of England as they pass through England, to insist that my ashes be transported
to France: they must write to the same effect
to the French Government.”

He had surrendered himself July 18th less
than a month after Waterloo to the British
Navy at Rochefort. Thinking that if he appealed to the British sense of honour and

It was only almost 20 years later in 1840
that the British acceded to this plea from the
grave, and both France and England jointly
arranged for the Exhumation and Transfer of
his mortal remains to the banks of the Seine
in Paris as he had asked.
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Reason
For Debate

WORLD NEWS
SNIPPETS
SUPERMOON

Les Baldwin

I have always recognised
my own basic right to education. I received a reasonable education because
my parents drove me to
it. They encouraged me to
learn as much as I could.
This was generally by asking questions, if you do not
know, the only way to find
out is to ask questions. Most
questions have a right or wrong answer, but
many have two or more sides to the story
and therefore you form an opinion. To help
you form an opinion you debate the pros and
cons of the subject of the debate. You may
not like the subject being discussed or you
may not like the opinion being voiced but
really all you can do is to voice your own
opinion expressing why you disagree or
agree for that matter. Once two or more persons partake you have a debate. I have made
a number of assumptions in this statement to
name but one I have assumed that everyone
has an opinion. I agree that is not always the
case but in the majority of cases I am sure I
am correct.
Debate becomes more heated with the more
emotional subjects for instance my first
search of the internet for debating topics
revealed “This house believes that belief in
God is irrational”. A difficult subject to address because you have to accept, that the
majority of people in the world have a belief
or commitment to some religion or another.
People, who normally thought you were a
reasonable human being, may change their
opinion of you, just because you choose to
discuss such a subject. My point is any educated human being should be able to discuss
virtually any subject without actually discerning sides of the debate until it reaches
its conclusion. The title of the debate is not
necessarily the opinion of the author and in
fact the author may throw in numerous pros
and cons within one debate. If all pros and

Last weekend the biggest full moon of
the year a ‘Supermoon’ lit up the skies.
The ‘Supermoon’ is the nickname for
a perigee full moon, closer to the Earth
than usual and appears bigger by 14%
and 30% brighter. Full moons vary in
size because of the oval shape of the
Moon’s orbit. It is an ellipse with one side
(perigee) about 50,000 km closer to Earth
than the other (apogee). Nearby perigee
moons are about 14% bigger and 30%
brighter than lesser moons that occur on
the apogee side of the Moon’s orbit.

ENGLISH FOOTBALL
cons are raised then your future opinion of
the subject will be determined by having a
firmer understanding of the subject.
The internet search also revealed other common debates for example “Should schools
strictly enforce dress codes” or “This house
would create a national lottery”. These are
just two that often get close to a 50-50 split
in opinions for both sides of the argument.
The fact that you can debate and not reach a
conclusion is all part of the fun of debating.
I believe debate in all its forms can only add
to your knowledge and surely that is something not to be scoffed at.
So for this week’s debate I would like to
venture safely (I hope) into the realms of
a National Lottery. Proponents argue that
lotteries provide unique, life-changing opportunities for winners whilst providing a
source of revenue separate from traditional,
antagonistic direct tax methods. Opponents
maintain that national lotteries only serve to
encourage and foster addictions to gambling
and that it is an implicit taxation that in fact
only works in favour of the wealthy. Governments should not seek alternative revenue streams that reduce the need for direct
taxation (that those able to pay proportionally more tax do so). Just a couple of points
in the debate and I hope you will contribute
a lot more. Try asking yourself what such
a lottery may do for St. Helena? Should St.
Helena try to be affiliated with the UK lottery (where the rewards could be so much
greater)?
I would welcome anyone to suggest a new
topic for any future issues.

Chelsea are the 2012 FA Cup champions
after beating Liverpool 2-1 on Saturday
5 May at Wembley Stadium, London, to
a crowd of 89,000. Didier Drogba and
Ramires gave the Blues their fourth FA
Cup triumph in six years. In the 11th
minute Ramires stroked a low shot from
just inside the box after a Juan Mata
precision pass. In the 52nd minute Frank
Lampard’s pass was weighted perfectly
for Drogba and his low shot flew across
Reina and into the corner. Carroll put
Liverpool on the score sheet when he
turned past John Terry before shooting
the ball into the roof of the net in the
64th minute. Petr Cech’s save to push
Carroll’s 82nd-minute header onto the
crossbar will go down as one of the cup
final’s definitive moments. Liverpool
insisted that the ball had crossed the
line – but television replays suggested assistant referee Andrew Garratt’s eyes had
not failed him.

FREE AFTER 24 YEARS
Aung San Suu Kyi Burma’s opposition leader has been given a passport
for the first time in 24 years. Suu Kyi
has been under house arrest for the past
two decades in Burma as a political
prisoner. After recent reforms she and
other members of her party, the National
League for Democracy (NLD), have won
seats in parliament. Suu Kyi plans to go
to Norway in June to accept the Nobel
Peace Prize which she won in 1991. She
also intends to travel to Britain and has
accepted an invitation to the headquarters
of United Nations in New York, USA.
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LETTERS
Dear Editor
Some readers may find it helpful to have an
explanation of the recent changes to customs duties payable by the St Helena Government. Until the law changed on 1 April
this year, SHG was exempt from customs
duty when it imported goods directly. However, this put local businesses at a disadvantage when trying to sell goods to SHG, as
they would have to pay duty on imports,
and then pass on this cost when setting their
prices. It would therefore often be cheaper
for SHG Directorates to purchase directly
from abroad rather than to source the item
locally.
To remedy this situation and create a “level
playing field”, all SHG Directorates now
have to pay duty on everything they import,
just like the private sector. By doing this,
it will make it easier for local businesses to
supply Government, as they no longer face
the former cost disadvantage. The public
may benefit too, as local businesses may be
able to buy in greater bulk, getting volume
discounts which they may be able to pass
on to both the public and SHG. Making
SHG Directorates pay duty will not mean
the overall cost of Government services will
increase, because the higher cost of supplies
is offset by the extra customs revenue collected. In other words, it is a “win-win”
solution.
Readers may be puzzled as to why customs
duty will in future be applied to spectacles,
if the new rules described above don’t raise
the cost of Government services. The answer is that spectacles are a private purchase, and subject to duty in the same way
as sunglasses would be. I agreed to a oneoff waiver of duty on the recent consignment of spectacles that arrived last week,
because the buyers had not been made
aware that duty was payable at the time they
placed their orders.
Yours faithfully
Paul Blessington
Financial Secretary

DID YOU KNOW...
Forty-six percent of the world’s water is in
the Pacific Ocean; that’s around 6 sextillion gallons of water. The Atlantic has 23.9
percent; the Indian, 20.3; the Arctic, 3.7
percent.

A crocodile always grows new teeth to
replace the old teeth!

The Atlantic Ocean is saltier than the Pacific Ocean.

A duck’s quack doesn’t echo, and no one
knows why.

According to National Geographic, Mt.
Everest grows about 4 millimeters a year:
the two tectonic plates of Asia and India,
which collided millions of years ago to
form the Himalayas, continue to press
against each other, causing the Himalyan
peaks to grow slightly each year

Women blink nearly twice as much as men.

The praying mantis is the only insect that
can turn its head!
Cat’s urine glows under a blacklight.

The most popular first name in the world is
Muhammad.

No word in the English language rhymes
with “MONTH”.
Our eyes are always the same size from
birth, but our nose and ears never stop
growing.
TYPEWRITER is the longest word that can
be made using the letters only on one row
of the keyboard.

Charabanc with cruise ship passengers on Monday
COUNCILLOR TARA THOMAS TO
VISIT LONDON

bringing the river to life and escorting The
Queen as she travels downriver.

Leaving on the RMS on Monday 14 May
on overseas leave is Councillor Tara
Thomas. Cllr Thomas will be overseas until 10 August. Although on private leave,
Cllr Thomas will be attending the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee celebrations on behalf of
St Helena along with other Leaders of the
UK OT’s.

Also included is a Buckingham Palace
Concert on 4 June and a Thanksgiving Service on 5 June which will be followed by
a reception at Guildhall and a lunch hosted
by Foreign Secretary, William Hague.

The Diamond Jubilee celebrations will be
held during the Bank Holiday weekend at
the beginning of June to mark this historic
milestone and pay tribute to The Queen.
We are delighted that Cllr Thomas is able
to attend these events representing St Helena on such a prestigious occasion.
The events commence on 3 June with a
River Pageant of a thousand boats of all
shapes and sizes representing the UK, the
Commonwealth and the Overseas Territories. The boats will muster on the Thames,

Whilst in the UK, Cllr Thomas will also
be visiting Shropshire, in her capacity
as Deputy Chair for the Education and
Employment Committee, to meet with colleagues involved in our Education Sector
Support Programme.
In her absence, Cllr Rodney Buckley will
deputise as Chairman of the Economy &
Finance Committee which has also had the
recent addition of Cllr Cyril Gunnell. Cllr
Buckley will also hold Cllr Thomas’ position on EXCO during this period.
SHG
8 May 2012

THE SENTINEL Thursday 10 May 2012

www.shbc.sh

7

TIME OUT

COFFEE BREAK
Christine was sipping on a glass of wine, while sitting on the patio
with her husband, she says,
“I love you so much, I don’t know how I could ever live without
you.”
Her husband asks, “Is that you, or the wine talking?”
Christine replies, “It’s me...talking to the wine.”
A man on a business trip from America checks into his hotel in
Australia. He decided to send an e-mail to his wife. However, he
accidentally typed the wrong e-mail address, and without realizing his error, he sent the e-mail.
Meanwhile, somewhere in Houston, a widow had just returned
home from her husband’s funeral. The widow decided to check
her e-mail, expecting messages from relatives and friends.
After reading the first message, she fainted. The widow’s son
rushed into the room, found his mother on the floor, and saw the
computer screen which read:
To: My Loving Wife Subject: I’ve Arrived Date: March 27 2012
I know you’re surprised to hear from me. They have computers
here now, and you are allowed to send e-mails to your loved ones.
I’ve just arrived and have been checked in. I see that everything
has been prepared for your arrival tomorrow. Looking forward to
seeing you then! Hope your journey is as uneventful as mine was.
Ps It is damn hot down here!!
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‘Challenging’
Fill
the
grid
with
the
numbers
1 to 9 so that each row, colThis is a story which is perfectly logical to all males. A wife asks
her husband, “Could you please go shopping for me and buy one
umn and 3x3 block contains the numbers 1 to 9
carton of milk, and if they have eggs, get 6.” A short time later the
husband comes back with 6 cartons of milk. The wife asks him,
“Why did you buy 6 cartons of milk?” He replied, “They had
eggs.” (I’m sure you’re going back to read that again!)

SAILING AWAY
Sharon Henry, SHBC

Answers on Page 19

agreed only on the basis that we booked at
our own risk in the event that they decided
not to call at all because of sea conditions.
We also booked our own tender in case they
refused to send out theirs.”

Last month eight islanders left on the MS
Arcadia and travelled to UK. John and Lynette Styles of Pleasant Valley, Levelwood
has done this four times and told us their
experience.

They left on the day the captain of the Arcadia made the decision that the sea conditions
were too rough to land passengers to the
disappointment of islanders and passengers
alike. John told me “The passengers on the
Arcadia were absolutely enraged that they
were not allowed ashore, particularly when I
told them that it was one of the calmest days
for weeks and that there was no danger! We
were very popular with the passengers, particularly when they saw my Island of St Helena baseball hat! The same happened two
years ago with a German cruise ship. That
time the passengers gave us a standing ovation when we boarded as they thought we
were very brave in the face of rough seas!”

“It is very difficult to book cruises from St
Helena as most of the ships will only book
between major hubs such as Cape Town,
Southampton and do not like taking passengers from ‘tender ports’. The Arcadia

The bookings were made directly with the
P&O office and the average cost is £1,800
per person. Charges apply as if boarding from Cape Town. “Travelling on all
the cruise ships we have been on is much

I have always fancied a
cruise on a big liner and
wondered what it would
be like to sail off on one of
the ships that call here to St
Helena.

more luxurious [than the RMS] with fabulous food and entertainment BUT the RMS
crew is always friendlier” commented John.
“Tipping suggestions (requirements really)
on the cruise ships are outrageous and enable the employers to pay their staff less!”
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NEW YEAR HONOURS 2013; OVERSEAS LIST
We have again been invited by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office to submit recommendations for New Year
Honours.
Persons wishing to submit nominations for the 2013 New Year
Honours are reminded that the overriding principle is that
honours are awarded on merit for exceptional achievement or
any service recently carried out over and above what normally
is expected. Where possible, nominations should place emphasis on voluntary services. It should also be noted that age
is not a factor in awarding honours and younger members of
the community who have made an outstanding contribution or
have given exceptional service, should not be overlooked.
Nomination forms are available from the Manager, Central Administration, Mr Derek Henry at the Secretariat and
completed forms should be returned to the Secretary, Honours
Committee, in a sealed envelope, marked confidential, by
Tuesday, 15 May 2012.

Opening Hours: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays
& Saturdays,
From 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Contact: Jean Fowler, Tel: 4044

The Secretariat
The Castle
2 May 2012

“The Energy Division is currently
upgrading the electricity supply
lines and accessories in Levelwood and consumers in various areas will have their supply
shut off for short periods of time
whilst the change-over is being
carried out. However, depending on the state of the equipment,
some consumers may be without
a power supply for longer than
others. Workmen will make individual house calls where possible
to inform consumers.

Members and Associate members of the Blue Hill Community Association
are advised that the annual general meeting of the Association will be held at
the Blue Hill Community Centre on Thursday 17th May at 8pm.
The agenda will include Chairmans report , Presentation of the Accounts and
the election of a new committee.
It is hoped that all members will make a special effort to attend.

The Energy Division apologises
to those who were not made
aware of this work and to all for
any inconvenience these outages
may cause. We look forward to
your continued co-operation.”
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Remembering
Napoleon

The Tomb in Sane Valley

Sinead Green, SHBC

191 years ago on the 5th
May 1821, Napoleon
Bonaparte died at Longwood House. To commemorate his death the French
Consul and St. Helena
Tourism held a ‘Moment
de Memoire’ ceremony at
the Tomb on Saturday 5th
May at 11am. At Les Invalides in

This was only the second time this ‘Moment Michel Dancoisne-Martineau, French
de Memoire’ has been observed in St. Hel- Consul spoke afterwards. “The Moment
de Memoire’ wasn’t crowded but I wasn’t
ena, last year was the first.
Eddie Palmer, DFID representative was expecting that because it was on a Saturpresent. “I thought it was an excellent cer- day and there was no cruise ship, no RMS
emony, quite haunting in its own way. You around so there were approximately thirty
could hear the echo down the amphitheatre, five to forty people but it was as always,
I think it’s a great innovation to recognise very confidential and therefore it was very
such an influential figure in St. Helena’s his- emotional.”
tory and long may it Plans are being discussed to build a theme
Michel Dancoisne-Martineau, French Consul laying a wreath
continue and long park in France based on the life and times
of the Napoleon. There’ll be battle re-enmay it develop”.
Father Dale Bowers actments, and perhaps rollercoaster’s and
played the last post at water-rides. The promoters also want comthis year’s ceremony, puterised exhibits based on the latest videolast year he conduct- gaming.
ed the service. Na- I asked Michel if St. Helena has had any
poleon was a Catho- input into these plans? “No, I’m like you
lic and the Anglican I’ve seen it on the website of the Times, I’ve
church were the de- seen it in quite a few French magazines as
nomination closest to announced, I saw a little section on St. Helthe Catholic tradition. ena but as far as I’m concerned I don’t think
Susan O’Bey ex- St. Helena Government or myself have been
plained her involve- approached to cover that”.
ment. “I am the local Napoleon was buried four days after his
representative for the death at a grave site personally chosen by
Paris, France where Napoleons body now Foundation Napoleon. The Foundation is himself at Sane Valley which he discovered
rests, a similar commemoration took place one of the major partners in the project to during his walks.
restore Longwood House, so I’m here rep- His body remained on St. Helena for almost
the day before.
twenty years after his death. It was exhumed
The event began with members of the pub- resenting that”.
lic making the five minute walk down to the The ceremony lasted for approximately 15 and taken back to France in 1840.
Tomb. Weather conditions were dry, mak- minutes. Afing the walk in the lush green surroundings ter a blessing to end the
very pleasant.
A simple ceremony then took place. Prayers ‘Moment de
were read by Father Raymond Best. The last M e m o i r e ’ ,
post was played by Scout bugler Father Dale members of
the
public
Bowers, followed by a minute’s silence.
Approximately 35 Island residents along were invited
with dignitaries attended, gathering on the down from
the
terrace
terrace overlooking the Tomb.
Three wreaths were laid by Island represen- to view the
the
tatives: for the French nation Michel Dan- Tomb,
coisne- Martineau, for the Island of St. Hel- only time in
ena, Acting Governor Owen O’Sullivan and the year when
on behalf of le Foundation Napoleon, Mrs this is now
permitted.
Susan O’Bey.
Ag Gov O’Sullivan, Michel Martineau, Susan O’Bey & Father Best
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SECRETS OF

Survey team on the barge in James Bay

DARKDALE
Terri Clingham, SHBC

The RFA (Royal Fleet
Auxiliary) Darkdale sank
in James Bay in the early
hours of 22 October 1941
after four torpedoes from
a German U-Boat blasted
into her side; since that
time oil has been seeping
from her hull and as time
goes on and the wreck deteriorates there is the potential of a more serious environmental incident waiting
to occur.
Due to these concerns on 29th April a survey team of six came to the Island to assess

the Darkdale. Stepping from the ferry boat
onto Starlight, and then into their ‘office’,
a container on a barge thirty two metres
above the wreck. This was not something I
was used to, being in an enclosed space on
a barge bobbing up and down on the ocean;
it did make me feel a bit ‘green about the
gills’!
Andy the Project Manager told me a bit about
what they are doing. “The wreck is broken
into two parts, so we started the work with
a sonar survey to establish where everything
was and locate everything on the wreck.
We’re now on the barge, and we’re moored

‘Flying’ the Remotely Operated Vehicle
the situation. They consist of personnel from
the Ministry of Defence (MOD), members
from the Marine Salvage Units, as well as
persons from the Environmental Science
Consultancy.
Friday 4th May I jumped onto the ferry boat
and took the five minute ride to the site of

up so we’re precisely where we need to be
over the site. We’re using a remotely operated vehicle (ROV) to look at the wreck. We
can follow the position of the vehicle underwater so we can plot everything that is on
the wreck, we know the design, we have the
plans. We will look at the damage, where it

is and what sort of impact it has on the hull.
From that we can start looking at how much
oil may still be onboard.”
He went on saying, “Matt is our researcher.
Before we came out here we did absolutely
heaps of work into researching the history
of the wreck. Now we’re using all the information he has gathered. We’ve also got a
team of environmental scientists, their work
is not actually working on the wreck, they’re
working on the wider bay area. They’re
looking for any impact the oil may have had
on the local environment. We’ll be taking
fish samples as well as sediment samples
from the sea bed to get analysed in the lab in
the UK to look for any oil pollution. They’re
also looking how the current moves around
the Island. They want to get a really good
understanding of the bay.”
The team is using a ROV because diving at a
depth of forty two meters will either require
the use of a decompression chamber or to
make decompression stops. Decompression
stops means pausing during the ascent in intervals to allow the body to expel gases, primarily nitrogen in the blood. Without these
stops, the gases would expand, turning into
bubbles and causing decompression sickness, commonly known as ‘the bends’. Under UK regulations the survey team cannot
dive to any depth, unless a decompression
chamber is available.
The ROV is about one metre in length and
weighs roughly fifty six kilograms. It has
three cameras, a normal camera showing
what we would see, black and white and
high definition. When operating, it calls
for a lot of focus and knowledge. There are
three pilots in the team so they can take a
break from the intense concentration of ‘flying’ the machine.
When Andy told me they could not dive I
was curious to find out what local divers do
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here and if they have dived to the Darkdale
before. I went to have a talk with Graham
Sim. “The decompression chamber is required in the event of someone having a
diving accident, like someone coming up
too fast, not carrying out safety stops or they
spend more time under than their dive tables
or dive computer tells them to, and they can
get decompression sickness. But in the case
of mild decompression sickness they probably can get away with it, by using 100%
oxygen. The fact that we haven’t got a decompression chamber doesn’t prevent us
from diving, providing we stay within the
safe diving limits. Not having a chamber
doesn’t affect us, only if someone has a major diving accident.”
I asked Graham when was the last time he
dived to the Darkdale? “I can’t quite recall,
but maybe 6 months ago. My first dive to
the Darkdale was 1964 when Wilbur Smith
[the author] was here. Ever since then there
have always been small bubbles of oil coming to the surface. They’re not constant, but
it’s when they hit the surface it spreads and
it looks as if a lot of oil is coming out. That
has been happening since I was a young boy,
long before I was diving.” Back then, 5 year
old Graham sat on his house steps on Main
Street, Jamestown, and watched the Darkdale burn before sinking to the bottom in
James Bay.
I also went to have a chat with 87 year old
Charlie Henry, who as a young man made
regular visits to the Darkdale and was onboard that evening before she was torpedoed. “I used to take fish to them every afternoon, it wasn’t much, probably 30 pounds
of fish, we use to get paid of 6 pence for a
pound of fish. I’m talking about 6 pence in
the old money. They use to give us some
food as well. We only had bread and marg
to go fishing with us; that’s it. That night

when she went down
my uncle woke me up
and said the Darkdale
was on fire. I got up
and went to the Arch
and all the people
were there looking. At
the time I didn’t know
she was torpedoed, I
only knew a couple
of weeks after when
some divers came
here. The next morning all these 44 gallon drums of oil were
floating to shore. We
were picking them
up and bringing them
in, and we waited
about 5 years before
we got paid for it. It
was about £1 and 10
shillings a drum. I remember I came from
fishing and my mama Charlie Henry
said ‘some money was onboard Darkdale that evening before she was torpedoed
there belonging to the
what are they going to do to decide whether
oil that you picked up from the Darkdale.’ we are sitting on a potential environmental
I was surprised, because it was a long time disaster. “The actual bay area will be modago. £12, that was for 3 of us and the boat elled, that’s why we are measuring the tide
share, so it was £3 each.” He went on to tell and how the current moves etc. And then
me how the people dived back then. “They we will look at where the oil will flow to,
don’t dive like they dive now, they had the and where it might impact on; is it going to
Wideawake with hand pumps, they pumped end up on the cliffs or right up on the town.”
the air down. There were two gangs, 8 at I asked Andy if they’ve seen any oil actua time, 4 on one handle and 4 on the next. ally leaking from the wreck. “No, not at the
Then the next group would get on, because moment, since we’ve been here we’ve seen
you couldn’t stop, you had to keep pumping small amounts on the surface, but nothing
as the diver was down there. He had a phone dramatic. The job for us started 2 years ago
to the boat so he could tell them if he was when she was leaking a significant amount
getting too much air or not sufficient air. The of oil. Since then, well it’s taken us a long
diving went on for a couple of days.”
time to set up. It’s not easy to get a survey
Going back to the survey team I asked Andy team and all the equipment to St Helena.
Bringing the ROV back Not the easiest place in the world to get to.
And before starting a job like this we have
onboard after a ‘flight’
to know a lot about the wreck, and it’s taken
around Darkdale
us a long time to research it. The jobs been
a long time in running, but now we’re here
and its happening it’s all going really well.
We’re really enjoying looking at the wreck,
it’s a fascinating wreck, and you’re so lucky
the water is so clear, it makes the job easy.
Normally we’re working with no visibility,
but there is a problem there are too many
fish getting in the way (laughs). But it’s all
going great.”
On Sunday 13th there will be a Requiem
Mass at St James church for those who died
on Darkdale, following which there will be
a procession to the Cenotaph for the laying
of a wreath. It is hoped a bugler from the
Scouts will play the Last Post.
The survey team will depart on Monday
14th when the RMS sails for Ascension.
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SCHOOLS
The Gingerbread Man
The Science Workshop
The Stars
St Pauls Primary Reporters
The Gingerbread Man
Once upon a time there were a little old
woman and a little old man. On day the little
old woman decided to make a gingerbread
man. So the little old woman got some flour,
some ginger, some butter and some milk.
Then she cut out a gingerbread man. It had
a head, two arms, a body and two legs. The
little old woman gave him two raisins for his
eyes, one currant for his nose, some peel for
his mouth and three cherries for his buttons.
Then the little old woman put the gingerbread man in the oven to bake. The little old
man was very hungry, so he opened up the
oven and out jumped the gingerbread man.
I did not know that the gingerbread man can
run said the little old man. The gingerbread
man ran out of the house and the little old
woman and the little old man ran after him.
The gingerbread man ran past a cat and a
dog. Stop said the cat, stop said the dog.
Then the little woman, the little old man,
and the cat and the dog all ran after him.
Then the gingerbread man ran past a donkey
and a cow. Stop said the donkey, stop said
the cow. Then the cow and the donkey all
ran after him. The gingerbread man ran into
the big bad wolf. The big bad wolf ate up
the gingerbread and that was the end of the
gingerbread man.
(a retelling of a well-known story by Lara
(Year 2)

The Science Workshop
On Monday the 23rd April at 7:30pm, St.
Paul’s Primary School held a Science Workshop for Parents, Guardians, Teachers and
Year 6 Children. A few children from a different age group were also there.
Mrs Joshua, St. Paul’s Primary School
Headteacher, opened the workshop with a
welcome to a great turn out of parents and
guardians. Before handing over to Mr Plato, the Science Teacher, Mrs Joshua invited
the Nutritionist and the Dental Hygienist to
give a little talk on how parents can help
their children to look after their teeth. After
that the Science Workshop began, led by Mr
Plato.
Mr Plato began with a slide presentation and
then he gave us a scenario where there was
no kitchen paper towel on the Island and
we had to investigate what would be the
best substitute out of newspaper, kitchen tea
towel, toilet roll and sugar paper.
Before beginning the investigation, our
group thought the kitchen tea
towel would be the best substitute because we use it to
wipe up the dishes. We wrote
this on our investigation sheet.
All through our investigation
we had to keep the following
things the same: the amount
of water in the beaker, each
material had to be the same
size, the way each material
was wrapped around the stirrer and the way the stirrer was
held in the water.
We then took each material
in turn and wrapped it around
the stirrer and clipped it with a
bulldog clip. We then put each
material into the water for 1
minute. For each material we
measured the depth of absorption after taking it out of the
water, and the information
we collected was put on the
investigation sheet and then

used to draw a graph showing the absorption amounts for each material.
After everyone had finished, we discussed
which material was the best substitute for
kitchen paper towel. Most groups thought
we could use the kitchen tea towel but one
group thought that the toilet paper was the
best.
Finally it was time to go home. Before the
parents left, they were given tea and snacks.
It was a great fun evening!
By Shelby Bargo (Year 6 pupil)
The Stars
This morning in School we studied and
learnt things about the stars. A man called
Steve Owens, who is an astronomer, came
into School, so we had to go up to the Hall
for his presentation. He showed us pictures
of all the stars in the sky, even the galaxy. He
also told us about the Milky Way and said
our planet earth is in the galaxy named the
Milky Way.
They say Saturn is a famous planet because
it has a ring around it, but that is not everything Mr. Owens said about stars and things
in space.
He also said the meteorite is a giant rock
that may come down years from now, and I
also found out that the sun is not the biggest
star; he said that Beetle Juice is bigger than
the sun. He said that if you look straight up
in the sky at night you will see an orange
star - that star is Mars. Mr Owens said that
Mars has the largest canyon than any canyon in the galaxy, and we saw this canyon
on one of his slides. I also learnt that Jupiter is a fainted star, and a red spot is on the
surface of it, which might have been caused
by a storm that has lasted for years. Mr Owens also said that it will take four days for a
space ship to get to the Moon, and that that
is the only place that humans can go.
I really enjoyed my morning listening to Mr
Owens and asking questions about stars and
the Solar System.
Written by Zac Bargo (Yr 5 Pupil)
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ATHENA - LAST CRUISE SHIP FOR THE SEASON
Safe operations at the wharf
Sharon Henry, SHBC

Monday 7 May the cruise
ship MV Athena arrived
three hours later than
scheduled at 12 noon with
357 passengers and 230
crew on board. St Helena welcomed her with
bright, sunny weather
and favourable sea conditions. 229 passengers had
booked pre-arranged tours
through Solomon and Co.,
to visit Napoleon’s Tomb,
Longwood House, Plantation and High Knoll Fort.

don’t think that is right. Solomons, who
are the agents for these ships can tell them
that we have a certain amount of buses but
we also have taxis. In a bus people have
no contact with the driver and if they don’t
have a tourist guide speak through a microphone, people in the back can’t hear. In a
car you get better communication with your
passengers. There are more buses now; it’s
an easy way and Solomons reap the benefits
from that as well.” A shipping representative from Solomons said they do give the
opportunity for cars to come to the landing

Trust was the only stall out on Longwood
Green with Contours set up inside Longwood House. SHAPE also had a stall selling bottled water at the top of the Ladder.
The majority of the passengers were Australian and of retirement age. On the road
at Napoleons Tomb I asked their thoughts .
“It was a long and steep walk back, (from
the Tomb) a nice walk though and beautiful
country.” First impressions? “Steep, rocky,
spread out, narrow, twisty roads not what we
are used to in Australia but I dare say the
drivers are very skilled.”

steps after the pre-booked tour buses have
departed.
Approximately half of the taxis managed
to attract customers on Monday. The rest
turned away early when it became apparent
custom was low. The cost of a tour is usually charged at £15 per head.
Flags were flying outside Donny’s attracting
visitors to the St Helena Distillery. The Art
and Crafts shop was open. Tucked away in
the Consulate gardens was the market stall
comprising of SHAPE with crafts, Contours
souvenirs, Ruth Pridham with pressed flower crafts and jams, and the Consulate selling pottery and knick-knacks. The National

“I’m French so to see Napoleon’s Tomb is
very nice for me, very emotional. It’s nice
because a lot of French people do not come
here because it’s not an island with a lot of
tourism. I’m glad to be here, I’m lucky. The
tour is perfect. Beautiful landscape, I really
didn’t expect this, a very nice island.”
“Fantastic, a lot greener than what I thought,
I didn’t go to the Tomb it’s a bit too far
down. We need a scooter that would have
made it much easier.”
“We need transport to get down there. I
tried, got ¾ of the way but couldn’t go the
whole way, it’s too much. I came on this
tour especially to go there. But it doesn’t

Taxi drivers on Monday at the wharf
Waiting at the taxi rank, the designated area
reserved by the Tourist Office, from the start
of the moat to the swimming pool entrance
were 26 taxis, ranging from cars to minivans to an open-topped bus. The drivers
watched as the first tourists drove past in
buses, just under an hour of arrival. They
would now wait for the remaining passengers not pre-booked and negotiate to entice
a paid tour.
Larry Johnson, a taxi driver told me, “I rang
Solomons a couple of days ago and asked if
they were taking bookings, they said ‘only
buses’. They only book buses so taxi cars
don’t have a chance.” Tony Leo added, “We
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matter.”
“There should be a toilet down there
and seats on the way down. When I get
back I’m going to write to the Tourist
Office with the suggestions.”
“His place in Paris is much grander
than here, but not as peaceful. It’s a
beautiful island it’s really lovely, we
are so privileged to come here. I think
really it’s off the beaten track for tourists. You wouldn’t get a lot of tourists
here, would you?”
“It was lovely walking down, a beautiful day, and lovely scenery. I would
have like to have seen a toilet maybe
half way down or something for certain
people. So far it’s magnificent, love it.”
I also met Jim Gill. “I’m wondering
if you know or have heard of George
and Ruth Barrett, they are friends of mine in
Australia. They were here about a year ago
and George has a connection with the island
because of the sinking of the Papanui which
his grandfather was on. He came here and

Tourists enjoying an open air taxi tour
loved it and gave me a list of a few names to
try and find. I found Trevor Megellan down
the road and Trevor had a good chat with
me. If anyone on the island knows or remembers George and Ruth they send their
very best wishes from Australia.”
The Fire Service had a ‘Dennis’ fire engine
parked on Longwood Green. Sub Officer
Craig Scipio explained. “We are out here
doing a little PR for the Fire Service. People
off the cruise ship who have had previous
experience with fire service elsewhere are
interested. We explain a bit about us, the
vehicle we have. ” The Queen Mary 2 visit
was the first of these ventures and was a success. On Monday the Fire Service attracted
over 10 people.
The Longwood House guides had positive
feedback from visitors. “They love the island. They don’t think that Napoleon should
have been living in such accommodation
because he was a prisoner, he should not
have been treated like that! But remember
it wasn’t like that in his time. It was an old

to learn going forward as tourism numbers increase. In certain places you
can’t have hundreds of people milling
around willy-nilly, we have to manage
that properly. Yes people will be disappointed that they haven’t been able to
see Jonathan, but they have been very
happy that they’ve seen the house.”
Tour buses returned to Jamestown
around 3-4pm leaving little time for
passengers to explore the town. It
was estimated twelve tourists visited
National Trust planting the market at the Consulate. Traders
endemics in the grounds were disappointed with sales, they felt
of Longwood House “it was a waste of time” and packed up
at 4pm. They also thought the signage
could have been better to attract tourists
up to the market area. SHAPE’s water
farmhouse, all the time it’s being updated
bottle stall at Ladder Hill was quiet as
and restored. Its nothing compared to the passengers came prepared with their own.
conditions that he lived under then, it was The National Trust made good sales on tdamp and infested with rats.”
shirts and pins but only sold a small number
On exiting the house a tourist said “Its very of endemics for planting in the grounds of
well maintained. I thought it was going to Longwood House. Warren’s stayed open
be a little bit dif- until 5.15pm (15mins later) selling mainly
ferent
because shorts, t-shirts and medications. St Helena
I’ve seen TV pro- Distillery sold out of their coffee liqueur
grammes where its Midnight Mist. A taxi driver was given a
been depicted and $100 tip for his ‘exceptional’ tour. The Post
it doesn’t look as Office was pleased with philatelic sales at
nice as that. And the seaside. Kerry Yon at Solomons conit’s bigger than I firmed that 345 people came ashore. Asthought!”
sistant Harbour Master, Brian Greentree
There was a bar- told us, “the sea was choppier than when the
ricade on Planta- Arcadia came. The Athena crew was overtion lawn allowing heard saying an old and frail lady handled
a viewpoint from the landing steps better than they did.”
the bottom corner The Tourist Office have announced that
only. It was a hot cruise ship numbers are on the increase as
day; all the tor- a direct result of actively targeting operators
toises were taking at trade shows. In this current cruise ship
shelter under the trees on the far side of the season, 7 ships have visited and 2,845 paslawn. Mike Dean, Tourism Development sengers have come ashore making 2011/12
Executive explained. “What we have to take the best season in the last 5 years.
on board, the tortoises are a big asset for us; After a relatively successful day the MV
they do get very stressed with a lot of people Athena left at 6:45pm under an orange sunaround. So on cruise ship days, we’ve taken set. The first cruise ship for season 2012/13
the guidance of Joe the vet. We put a small is the MV Melody scheduled to arrive on 20
barricade up. People can see the house and January 2013.
the tortoises, when they are out, and it’s a lot
easier to manage. This way
we are able to
give people a
good experience of seeing the house,
explain
to
them about
the tortoises
but manage
the tourism
flow properly.
That’s part of
what we have Viewing point at the bottom of Plantation lawn
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MISS

ST HELENA

Place: Consulate Hotel Ballroom
Date: Sat 19th May
Time: 7:30pm
Tickets available for sale
Please Contact: Anya 4899
Danielle 2945
Daryl 4161
Marlene 3030
Tiffany 4417

Ticket Price: £5

Miss St Helena 2012 Contest
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“If you feel you have the education and common sense to be
be a councillor then why not.” Councillor
a councillor then why not.”
Green “recognise that council work is a fullSherrilee Phillips, SHBC

The countdown for the
West constituency by-election nomination deadline,
16th May, is looming with
six days to go. The newly
elected councillor will replace Mr Michael Benjamin who resigned on 22nd
March. Benjamin’s resignation was
prompted by a recurring health issue and his
last official day in office was 31st March.
St Helena’s last by-election took place in
October 2008, when three candidates (Eric
W George, Anthony A Green and Cyril K
Gunnell) campaigned for a spot on council made vacant by the resignation of Mr
John Reid. Anthony Green was successful
on that occasion and remembers the event.
“I retired from work at age 60 in September 2008 and was planning to start my own
business when the by-election came up. I
had a phone call asking if I would be prepared to stand, it made me seriously think
about the move. I felt I had an interest, I
had a background that would allow me to
go into that and people were urging me to
give it a try. In the end my mind was made
up because a few months before the Governor decided that councillors would receive
a salary. It’s not that we are mercenaries
but as individuals we have to live.” Previously councillors were paid based on attendance. Green saw the ‘08 by-elections as an
opportunity to try the role for a year before
committing to the full term in the general
election a year later.
Stedson Francis became councillor in 2001.
He recalls the island’s council had a different setup back then. “It was each district for
itself. There were 12 councillors but 8 districts: Jamestown, HTH, Longwood and St
Pauls had 2 councillors each. Sandy Bay,
Blue Hill, Levelwood and Alarm Forest had
one each. I was unopposed in the district so
there were no elections. The second time I
ran in 2005 it was with the two constituency
system with 12 councillors... for me, sometimes I’d prefer to deal with my area, on the
other hand I feel comfortable with the other
six councillors.”
Derek Thomas became a councillor in the

‘09 general election. “When I ran it was very time job if you feel interested, even if you
competitive I think in terms of the number of have no background, go for it! Because it is
people voting, it was the highest recording all about learning and issues that come up,
of voters. It showed that local people were nobody is completely knowledgeable about
very interested. There was competition be- everything . If they come amongst councilcause in the east there were 22 candidates and lors in the west or as a part of the 12 then
west had
about 12.
I did a lot
of preparation.
I
made
a leaflet
that I sent
to everyone
on
the west
electoral
role it set
out what I
wanted to
achieve,
like an island wide
pension
scheme
that should
be in effect April Neil & Zedella from the Youth Parlisament
2013, and
spoke to people in the community. I did a lot it’s a learning process and we are all still
of campaigning.”
learning”
For potential candidates still undecided, Neil Francis and Zedella Young are memsome words of advice that may help, from bers of the Youth Parliament (see issue 2 of
those with experience of the role.
The Sentinel for further information). Neil
Derek Thomas: “The island is in a big form says, “Personally I would say it is the perfect
of change with the airport going ahead. The opportunity to get someone with a different
British government has invested £250 mil- take on politics onto the council, someone
lion and we want it to be a success. The with a different opinion, who can challenge
whole direction of government has changed what is being said and voice the needs of
because the island needs to move forward the younger generation.” Neil does not feel
and progress. There are new priorities set that enough emphasis is placed on making
and my advice to those thinking about run- school aged children aware of island polining would be to get a feel of the island’s tics. “Maybe they hear about it from their
priorities; that’s what the island has signed parents or family members, but there is no
up to. There is a sustainable development real effort to actually talk to them about what
plan that set out the priorities and the ra- happens and how things work. Some won’t
tionale behind it. That would be the key know anything about it at all because no one
document for potential candidates hoping to actively goes out to them to try explain”.
stand. I think the new committee structures Zedella concurs. “Whenever something
is important to understand too. Get a feel for happens in island politics, it’s either said on
the various committees and what they sup- the radio or written in the newspapers. It
port...” From Councillor Francis, a man of takes someone with a personal interest in
11 years experience. “First of all you need politics to listen or to read...if students don’t
to be committed to the job and you have to take an interest, they aren’t going to take the
make hard decisions. Harsh decisions are time.” Colin Moore, the recently appointed
not always popular and being a councillor Director of Education, concerning measures
is a challenge. And it is a challenge, you taken to raise awareness of local politics
need to give it your best shot. Try it for a in schools: “We have a personal social and
term and see how it goes. If you feel you education co-ordinator who works with
have the education and common sense to children in school to raise awareness of gov-
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ernment and how personal responsibility is
exercised. We also have a youth parliament
who are a group of young people committed
to raising the voice of young people in the
decision process.” Moore informed me the
personal social and education co-ordinator
is Mrs Cheryl Bedwell. Bedwell goes into
schools weekly and provides support to
teachers, in particular focusing on Prince
Andrew School students, who have politics
as part of their curriculum.
So what do people expect from the new
councillor? From the experienced voice,
Councillor Green “Having young people is
important, you need a balance we certainly
need more women and we certainly need
more young people, the more diverse the
group the more diverse the feedback and the
council represents the whole island, including young people.”
From the acting chief secretary and Returning Officer, Gillan Francis “Personally,
I think all elected members should have a
genuine interest in island affairs and be able
to take the island forward. They have to represent their people but they also have to look
at it holistically. It is about the island and
taking it forward. We are now in a different
era, with the advent of air access. I think
we need someone with a strong voice and
who can represent us all; who can help us
through this time of change.”
And from the voice of the youth: Zedella.
“We would definitely hope it will be someone who connects with the youth parliament. Even if they don’t, we just hope they
will see how we are trying to help all young
people and stand with us when the time
comes.” Neil. “We can’t judge the person
before they get into the position. We hope it
is someone who will consider the views of
the young generation.”
If there are two or more candidates nominated the west constituency will head for
the polls on 16th June. At time of going to
press Francis, the Returning Officer, has not
received any nominations. “It is important
that people in the west put up candidates to
represent them.”
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Answers From Page 7

A tribute
George Alexander
Benjamin, BEM
George is one of St Helena’s great sons.
He was born on the 15 July 1935, one
of 11 children, to Thomas and Irene
Benjamin. He left school at 15 worked
in a flax mill at Broad Bottom and in
1958 went to work for the Agricultural
and Forestry Department as it was then,
initially as a labourer but then as a forest
guard. In 1984 George was promoted to
Forest Assistant to work full time on the
conservation of the Island endemic flora.
He later held the post of Conservation
Officer until his retirement in 1995.
It was during the time with the Agricultural Department that his work in
the conservation of endemic flora became a life-long interest. He discovered
several endemic species of plants thought to be extinct, the most famous of
which was the discovery of the Island ebony in 1980, along with Dr Quentin
Cronk a distinguished lecturer at Cambridge University and a world authority on St Helena’s flora and fauna. George’s work in conservation led him to
be sent to the Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew to learn propagation and conservation techniques. In 1989 he was awarded the British Empire Medal for
his dedication and commitment to the conservation of the Island’s endemic
flora.
When George started working in this field, little recognition was given to its
importance. Through his hard work, enthusiasm and knowledge he laid the
foundations on which others were to build, most notably the St Helena National Trust and the Conservation section of the Agricultural Department.
George’s interest continued after he retired by taking visitors on tour, including the arboretum that bears his name. A day with George was one of the
highlights for visitors to the Island. He had a dry sense of humour and when
a visitor would be going along part of a path that was slippery George would
say “Be careful otherwise you go bulltourin down the hill”
As a devoted family person, George in his quiet way from his humble beginning, being self-taught and through his dedication leaves a legacy in environmental conservation that is critical to the Island and its future. George
passed away peacefully at the General Hospital on the 30 April 2012

Contributed by Basil George

20

www.shbc.sh

Thursday 10 May 2012 THE SENTINEL

NOTICE BOARD
Vacancy
Assistant Purser
RMS St Helena
Main Duties:
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

Managing the onboard shop
Showing films and videos for Passengers
Late night Passenger entertainment (i.e. discos)
Money exchange and stamps
Assist in running the Bureau
Assist the pursers where necessary

Knowledge of/experience with the following would be an advantage, however, full training will be given to the successful applicant:
¾
¾
¾

Retail experience incl. stocktaking and rotation
Good level of computer skills
Social and interpersonal skills

Start date: 19th May 2012 for training/overlap
Salary, Terms and Conditions: Upon application
Applications:
Please forward covering letter and CV as follows:
¾ St Helena applicants to Solomon’s
¾ Onboard applicants to the HSD onboard
¾ All other applicants to Tanya Price, email: tprice@we.bibbyshipmanagement.com or fax +44 1624 687280
Closing date: 12th May 2012

ENGAGEMENT EVENINGS
Mr Craig Lardner, Procon Property Investment & Development

Mr Craig Lardner, Director, Procon Property Investment & Development, is visiting the island on an exploratory visit
from 12th to 20th May 2012.
Whilst he is here he would be interested in meeting with relevant stakeholders in order to discuss potential opportunities
in the following areas;
Building and Construction Methods — Tuesday, 15th May 2012 at 5pm
Commercial and Recreational Fishing — Wednesday, 16th May 2012 at 5pm
These sessions will be held at Enterprise St Helena Information Centre. Light refreshments will be available.
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Daily Life
Emma Bennett

Hi again! Well, the weeks
have flown by and it is time,
once again, for me to write
a wee bit. Thanks for all the
comments on the last article, it’s nice to know that
I share something in common with others out there!
Following on from my last article about
food, well, mainly fruit and vegetable, I have

started my journey of self help by obtaining
a peach tree from SHAPE. Admittedly, yes,
this was quite a few weeks ago, and the plant
is still in its black plastic bag in our garden,
but, it is still growing and looking healthy
and will be planted in the near future!
So, what is the topic this time? Well, I had
started writing about sleep deprivation, as
this is the next thing on my mind at the moment (after food which will always be on
my mind!). However as I was writing it, I
felt that I was just blabbering on about me
not getting any sleep, which I know we have
all been through, and I realised that I should
just get on with life really and not moan! So,
after a wee bit of consideration, I thought
this time I would write about money.
I think this is a topic on everyone’s mind
in their own daily life. It is definitely at the
forefront of mine since I am not “working”
(a funny thing really, as I view my staying
at home as a full-time 24 hour job, and this
is also true for the current island pension
scheme, but at present, no financial gain at
the time!). Anyway, moving on ... I thought
that perhaps I could share some tips on how
to make money go further, because, generally speaking, there is always more month
left at the end of the money than the other
way around!
So, I think it is fair to say that the majority, if not all, of money we have is spent
on food (I can’t get away from this topic it
seems!). I love the idea of the old system,
before money, where you bartered a cabbage
for a pumpkin, and that kind of thing. This
led me laughing to myself, as in our current

Eleven Scouts took part in the first of a series of Post
Box Walks on Tuesday evening. We set off from the
Meteorological Station at Bottom Woods around
5.15pm to hike to Cox’s Battery, above Turks Cap
Beach.
Everyone had to bring a torch, as the homeward leg
was going to be after dark. We had a fine evening with
great views of the Milky Way, confirming for us that
St Helena is a strong candidate for ‘Dark Skies’ status.
On Monday evening, there was a meeting of the Scouts
and Guides Committees to plan celebration events for
the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in June – more information on that later. Also, a list of fundraising events was
drawn up for Scouts to contribute to the costs of the
Ascension trip at end of June. Next Tuesday, Scouts
plan to do Athletics Badge Work at Frances Plain from
4.30. Stay on after school and the Bus will take you
back to town afterwards.
Remember to bring 50pence for bus money.
Paul Blessington – Scout Leader

lifestyle, what would I personally be able to
barter? Hmm, no vegetable growing in the
garden; one guava tree that produces only
enough for our consumption; umm .... goodness me, when I sit down and think about
it, we have nothing to offer! Everything that
we eat we buy! I would fail completely in
society if bartering still existed. Oh dear.
Nowadays, it is the norm to buy almost everything that you eat. So, how do you do
make the money go further? Well, firstly,
you need to know where the cheapest goods
are. Again, since children, (as time is very
precious and a shopping trip with 3 children
just cannot happen in the usual way), this
now involves gaining information from relatives and friends. Word of mouth is the best
advert, so I get to know that “so and so has
the cheapest milk now, you know”. Saving
the pennies really does help, thanks to all
those businesses who do just that.
The next thing is what to buy. I like to buy
basic food and then make goodies from
there. Home cooking is best eh? However,
sometimes even this is hard to do as there is
so much “junk” imported now. I always notice that the chocolates and chips are put out
on the shelves before the cereal and such,
anyone else notice that?
Anyway, I don’t know if I have made any
point this time, but hope you enjoyed the
read! I think basically what I wanted to say
was that we need to look at what we import
to sell so that money does go further each
month. Until next time, keep looking for
those pennies to save.

SCOUT REPORT
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NOTICE BOARD
GOVERNMENT OF ST HELENA

PUBLIC NOTICE
______________________________________________________________________________
EXPRESSIONOFINTERESTFORAWEBSITEDEVELOPER

TheStHelenaGovernmentisintheprocessofredesigningitswebsitewww.sainthelena.gov.sh
andisseekingexpressionsofinterestforaWebsiteDeveloperonafixedtermcontracttolead
onthesourcing,reorganisationanduploadingofinformationontothesite.Thefinaloutputwill
bedeliveredbytheendofFebruary2013.

Themaintasksrequiredwillbeto:

x

x
x
x
x

x

x

x

adviseSHGonwebsitedesign,structureandbrandingandagreeafinaldesignfollowingconsultation
withseniormanagementandthewebsitehostingandsupportprovider

liaisecloselywiththewebsitehostingandsupportteamasagreedbySHG

source,reorganiseanduploadcontentasrequired

sourcemorephotosandillustrations

design,establishanddevelopsocialmediasitesandlinksforSHGusingFacebook,Twitter,Fickrand
YouTube,etc

inconsultationwithSHG,investigateandimplementnewservices,suchasvideostreaming,podcasts,
virtualtours,downloadableartworketc

reviewalldocumentationontheSHGwebsitewithaviewtodevelopingandimplementinga
cataloguingsystemthatensureseasyretrievaloffiles
reviewtheexistinglawlibrarysystem,recommendimprovementstositenavigationanduploadthenew
SHGlawlibrary


Forfurtherinformation,pleasecontactMrDerekHenry,AgDeputyChiefSecretaryon2193or
2470manager.ca@sainthelena.gov.sh

Expressions of interest must be sent in writing to the AG Deputy Chief Secretary, Corporate
Services, The Castle by 25 May 2012 giving details of experience, qualifications and contract
price.Samplesofworkmustalsobeincluded.
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NOTICE BOARD
By Election 2012
West Electoral Area
Don’t forget the last day and time for submitting nominations
is at noon on Wednesday, 16th May 2012. All nominations
should be delivered within this time to the Returning Officer,
Mrs Gillian Francis at the Castle, Jamestown. Persons
whose names are on the updated Register of Electors and registered
in either the East or West Electoral Areas can stand for election provided they are over the
age of 21 years.
Remember, nomination forms are available from the Assistant Registration Officers (their
names were printed in last week’s St Helena Independent.)
Full details on how to make a nomination, standing for election, becoming a Councillor and
Councillors’ remuneration packages were published in newspapers dated 27th April 2012.
More information on nominating candidates and the By Election can be obtained from the
Returning Officer on telephone 2470.

! Don’t leave it until the last minute to hand in your nomination—the forms
will need to be checked by the Returning Officer and you should give yourself
enough time to make any corrections if the form has not been properly
completed.

APPLICATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT PERMISSION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that applications have been received in respect of the following proposals:
1.
2.

Proposed erection of signage onto new Half Tree Hollow business units, blocks 2 & 3 , Near the
Community Care Complex, Ladder Hill.
Proposed car port adjacent to the property of Mr Chris Everett, the Flag, Levelwood.

Copies of the applications and plans may be inspected at the Planning and Building Section, Essex House, Main
Street, Jamestown, Monday to Friday, from 8.30 a.m. to 4 p.m., during the period of fourteen days from the
date of this notice.
Any person who wishes to make representations about any of the above applications should make them in
writing within that period to the Secretary, Land Planning and Development Control Board, Essex House,
Main Street, Jamestown.
Alfred V Isaac
Planning Officer
Email: planning.officer@legalandlands.gov.sh
DATED THIS 10th DAY OF MAY 2012
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HELENA

NOTICE BOARD

V A C A N C I E S :
R E C E P T I O N I S T
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B A N K

T E L L E R
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Are you a hardworking, well organized individual with good customer service skills and telephone etiquette?
If so, why not apply for the post of Receptionist with Bank of St Helena.
The main purpose of this post is to project a courteous and professional impression to all customers and to
ensure the smooth operation of the reception area including the office telephone system.
Main duties of the post include:
x

To operate the central switchboard.

x

To receive customers in a positive and friendly manner.

x

To ensure the Reception area maintains a professional and welcoming appearance.

x

Assisting with checking of daily work.

For Further information about this post and its requirements contact, Joey George, Human Resources &
Executive Support Manager on telephone 2390 or email human.resources@sainthelenabank.com.

%$1.7(//(5 

6DODU\FRPPHQFLQJDWeSD



This position includes significant contact with the public and bank staff. The successful candidate will therefore be required to demonstrate courtesy and excellent customer service at all times. Applicants must have
a keen eye for detail, have high accuracy levels, the ability to work under pressure and meet deadlines.
The main duties of the post include:
x

To maintain excellent customer services at all times.

x

Undertake counter transactions for and on behalf of customers.

x

Posting of transactions on the bank’s computerised system.

x

Assisting customers in meeting their banking needs.

For further information about this post job and its requirements contact Diana Benjamin, Chief Operations
Officer on telephone 2390 or email dbenjamin@sainthelenabank.com.
Application forms may be collected from Bank of St Helena. The closing date for both posts is Wednesday
16th May 2012. Completed application forms should be addressed to Joey George, Human Resources &
Executive Support Manager, Market Street, Jamestown.

B u i l d i n g

f o r

t h e

f u t u r e
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NOTICE BOARD

ST HELENA FISHERIES CORPORATION

FISHING COMPETITION
RULES 12 MAY 2012

o
o
o
o
o
o
o

The competition starts from midnight Friday, 11th May 2012.
Boats may catch bait only on the day before (it is hoped that all fishermen will abide by
this and not catch fish and store on ice for the following day).
No spears or harpoons are allowed, even when landing fish.
Bait fish will not qualify as part of the catch.
All vessels should be at the Shears at Rupert’s by not later than 4.00 p.m. on Saturday,
12 May 2012, to qualify for the competition.
Captors should land their largest fish gilled and gutted to qualify for the largest fish.
The decision of the General Manager or his designate of the St. Helena Fisheries
Corporation is final.

The following floating trophies are to be contested:
x Governor Baker’s Cup - Best catch by a full-time boat
x SHFC Chairman’s (John Musk) Shield - Best catch by a part-time boat
x Solomon’s Cup -Largest Tuna
x Thorpe’s Cup - Largest Wahoo
x N.A.S.A.S. Cup - Largest Jack
x St. Helena Fisheries Cup - Largest Fish
x Captain Peter Rose Trophy - Largest Fish in 2011
x SHFA Chairman’s (Trevor Thomas) Trophy Best catch by a Full-Time boat in the
previous year – 2011
x SHFA Cup - Largest Bullseye
x Governor Hoole’s Cup - Largest Conger
x Argos Cup - Largest Bigeye on the day (or in the previous year)
x St. Helena Tourism Cup - Largest Cavalley
x Enterprise St Helena (formally SHDA) Plate - Most Diverse Species
x Enterprise St Helena – Best catch for the year for a Part-Time boat (prize is the choice
of a VHF radio or Fish Finder – see Fish Corp for details)
Bar facilities will be available on the grounds of the Argos factory during the competition with
the prize-giving taking place as soon as the weigh-in has been completed.

HOUSE FOR RENT

THE ORANGE TREE
RESTAURANT

Three bedroom fully furnished House
for Rent in the Briars.
Stunning convenient location five minutes
drive from Jamestown.
The house consists of one double and two
single bedrooms with full bathroom/toilet upstairs.
Kitchen, dining room area and lounge with
detached toilet and utility room. On site parking.
Ideal for a couple or small family.
Long term tenants preferred.
Interested persons please contact Cheryl
& Morgan at the following email address :cherry280379@gmail.com

Licensee: Daisy Terry
Proprietors: Daisy Terry & Gilbert Mendoza
Chefs: Gilbert Mendoza & Ronald Magbuo
International Cuisine Jamestown St.Helena
Tel: 2126 or 3370
Open for Lunch & Dinner - Mon - Sat. 12nn2pm & 5pm onwards, Last Order 9.30pm
(Mininmum 8 guests or more required) If
RMS is in Port

ALL YOU CAN EAT BUFFET
£8.95
Tuesdays & Wednesdays
From 7.30pm
Please book in advance
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CHURCH NOTICES

FAITH
MATTERS
Fr. Raymond
Go Forward in Faith

I came to St Helena on a ‘wing and
a prayer’ and on the assurance from
Bishop Richard that I would love it
here. Just come he said. It felt a bit like
jumping out of an aeroplane not having
tested the parachute or checking to see
if I had one!
Little time for preparation before
spending four months on the most
remote Island in the world. When the
sense of ‘call’ is strong and you feel
that it is right then you have to trust in
someone greater than yourself and ‘Go
Forward in Faith’
It reminded me of when I applied to go
to Theological College some forty years
ago.
After the formal visit the Principal of
the College wrote asking for details of
my Degrees.
I wrote back and said I had none. He
then asked for details of my A Levels.
Again, I wrote back and said I had
none. The third letter came in the form
of a compliment slip which simply said,
“Raymond come as you are” Such was
the beginning of my great leap of Faith.
I retired from full-time Ministry in
July 2010 but never really settled into
retirement and often wondered what
the Lord might have in mind. I believe
that I was called, as a Priest, to serve
the people of St Helena and that the
call was so strong that I was prepared
to leave family and dear friends and to

trust in the one who sent me. Not for
monetary gain, as the appointment is
purely honorary, but simply to offer my
experience and to serve the people of
God.
Since arriving on the island I have experienced nothing other than a sincere
warmth of welcome and a level of generosity I have not seen in a long time.
I have also been greatly encouraged by
the faithfulness and commitment of
Christian people who love their Lord
and serve their Church.
With Easter still ringing in our ears we
live out the great 50 days after the Resurrection of Christ towards his Ascension in the Heavens where he reigns in
glory with the Father.
The disciples who were still coming to
terms with all that had happened were
under no illusion that their work was
about to begin. Christ had Died. Christ
had Risen. Now they had to go and tell
the world the Good News.
We are the disciples of today and
through our witness and example we
are to share the love of God with those
amongst whom we live. We do so with
great joy, knowing that we have all
been called to particular ministries and
given the assurance of the guidance and
the power of the Holy Spirit to enable
us to do those things which we never
thought possible or even imagined.
In what we believe has a profound
effect upon the way we live our daily
lives. We have the freedom to believe
in anything and anyone, the choice is
ours. But if I am really going to trust
and put my life on the line then I want
to be sure that the person I believe in
and trust is able to fulfil the promises
made. Politicians, celebrities, pop idols,
wealth and property come and go and
are short lived. In God is my hope and
my trust

BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 13th May
8h45 am Divine Service Sandy Bay
Chapel
10h45 am Divine Service
Head O’Wain Chapel
7h00 pm Divine Service Jamestown
Chapel
Preacher: Arthur Beckett
Monday 14th May
7.30pm Bible Studies
HTH at Home of Mary & Mildred John
Tuesday 15th May
5.00pm Bible Studies, Cape Villa
7.30pm Bible Studies, Jamestown
School Room
Wednesday 16th May
7.30pm Bible Studies
Deadwood at home of Winnie Thomas
Thursday 17th May
5.30pm Bible Studies
Sandy Bay Chapel
7.30pm Bible Studies
Blue Hill (Home of Francie & Beattie
Peters)
For more info contact Pastor Graeme
Beckett
Email: graemebbeckett@gmail.com
Tel.
2388

Activities at the Army this weekend
Sunday 13th May 2012
NO JAM CLUB
Family Service at the Half Tree Hollow
Hall at 11am. All are welcome.

So when God calls we are required to
simply say, “Yes, Lord. So be it” and
then have the courage to live life in all
its fullness.

Mums & Toddlers at the Half Tree Hollow Hall every Monday at 10 o’clock.
Home League – Ladies Fellowship every Tuesday at Half Tree Hollow Hall at
3.30pm.
There is always a warm welcome for you
at the Salvation Army.

May your journey bring your fulfilment and enrichment and thank you
for the past 3 months which have been
wonderful!

If you would like to know more about
The Salvation Army’s activities, contact Lt. Coral Yon on telephone nos
2703/4358.

Every Blessing

Take care & God bless.
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CHURCH NOTICES & NEWS
DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul
Sunday 13 May
6 Sunday of Easter
8.00 a.m.Eucharist
Cathedral
9.30 a.m.Eucharist
St Martin
11.15 a.m.Sung
Eucharist
St Helena & Cross
5.30 p.m.Choral Evensong Cathedral
Thursday 17 May
9.00 a.m.Eucharist

Ascension Day
St Swithin

Sunday 20 May
7 Sunday of Easter
8.00 a.m.Eucharist
Cathedral
10.00 a.m. Sung
Eucharist
Cathedral
3.30 p.m.Patronal
Festival
St Helena & The Cross
The Parish of St James
Sunday 13 May
6 Sunday of Easter
9.30 a.m.Requiem Mass
for those who died
on Darkdale
St James and
Procession to Cenotaph
for laying of wreath
7.00 p.m.Choral Evensong
St John
Wednesday 16 May
7.30 a.m. Eucharist

St James

Thursday 17 May
7.00 p.m.Eucharist
with Healing

Ascension Day
St John

Sunday 20 May
7 Sunday of Easter
9.30 a.m.Sung Eucharist
St James
3.30 p.m.Patronal
Festival
St Helena &
The Cross
Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 13 May 6 Sunday of Easter
11. a.m. Sung Eucharist St Mark
Tuesday 15 May
p.m.Eucharist
Thursday 17 May
7.00 p.m. Eucharist

7.00
St Mark
Ascension Day
St Mark

Sunday 20 May
7 Sunday of Easter
8. a.m. Eucharist
St Matthew
11.00 a.m. Eucharist
Levelwood
Community Centre
3.30 p.m.Patronal
Festival
St Helena & The
Cross
7.00 p.m.Sung Eucharist
St Mark

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org
BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods

WORLD NEWS
SNIPPETS

DEVOTIONAL MEETING
Thursday 10th. May at 8pm
All are welcome.
“Truthfulness is the foundation of all
human virtues.”
Abdu’l-Baha
Seventh Day Adventist
Saturday 12 2012
9:15am
Hymn Singing
9:30am
Sabbath School
10:00am
Bible Discussion
11:00am- 12:00pm
Divine Service
2:00pm Personal ministries
Wednesday 16 May
7:30- 8:30pm Prayer Meeting in
Church
All are welcome

ST. HELENA
POLICE SERVICE
The main reports of concern for the period
Monday 30th April to Sunday 6th May are
as follows:
On Tuesday morning police responded to a
damage only accident in the St. Pauls area
involving one vehicle. The driver was dealt
with for the relevant offence.
On Wednesday morning police were called
to a second damage only accident, this time
in the Levelwood area where two vehicles
had collided. The driver responsible was
suitably dealt with.
On Saturday afternoon police attended a
report of theft in Jamestown. The property
involved was recovered and the person
responsible was dealt with accordingly.
On Saturday night one male person was arrested in Jamestown for being found drunk
in a public place and was subsequently
cautioned for the offence.
During the early hours of Sunday morning
a road traffic accident occurred at Alarm
Hill involving one vehicle. The driver was
arrested on suspicion of being over the prescribed alcohol limit and was subsequently
released on police bail.
Police conducted speed checks in the
Jamestown and Half Tree Hollow areas
on Saturday night and two persons were
reported for exceeding the speed limits.

FRENCH ELECTION
With turnout at 81 percent left-wing François Hollande has defeated incumbent Sarkozy in Sunday’s runoff thus becoming the
first Socialist to win a French presidential
election since François Mitterrand in 1988.
France’s Interior Ministry said that Hollande had claimed around 51.67 percent of
the runoff vote to Sarkozy’s 48.33 percent.
Sarkozy became only the second French
president to fail to win a second mandate
since Valéry Giscard d’Estaing was swept
out of office in 1981. Sarkozy conceded
his electoral loss. “I have telephoned François Hollande to congratulate him and
wish him good luck,” he said.

LOCAL ELECTIONS UK
The 2012 United Kingdom local
elections were held across England,
Scotland and Wales on 3 May 2012.
Elections were held in 131 English
local authorities, all 32 Scottish local authorities and 21 of the 22 Welsh
councils. Below are the results of the
3 main political parties:
Labour:
75 councils (+32),
2158 councillors (+823)
Conservative:
42 councils (-12),
1005 councillors (-405)
Liberal Democrats:
6 councils (-1),
431 councillors (-336)

TERROR PLOT FOILED
A plot to attack a US bound airplane
using an underwear bomb was stopped
by an insider infiltrating a terrorist cell.
The device seized in the Middle East
is being examined by the FBI. No target had been chosen and no plane tickets bought by the time the alleged plot
was foiled reports say. US officials
said they felt confident throughout
the operation that there was never any
risk to the public. It is not clear what
has happened to the would-be bomber.
Hillary Clinton, US Secretary of State
said the foiled attack was proof of the
continuing need for vigilance around
the world.
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Nathan pictured back row, standing, second from right side

Nathan Peters wins Cup for Southbrook, Swindon
On Saturday 28 April, St Helenian Nathan Peters scored the
winning goal for Swindon football club, Southbrook,
defeating AFC Bradford 3-2 in the final of
the Corsham Print Senior KO Cup.
Nathan is the brother of Merle Peters who
works at the Tourism Office on St Helena.

The Swindon Advertiser newspaper carried
the story of the teams triumph.
The Southbrook team dedicated their win to
their founder, Ron Sproule, who died recently. Nathan’s side had to twice come from
behind with both equalising goals coming
from Wes Pidgeon. The game was heading for a 2-2 draw, however, in the closing
seconds Nathan half-volleyed a right wing
cross into the bottom corner to snatch vic-

tory and the cup.
The club’s website credits Nathan with 4
goals this season and a total of 11 last season. Southbrook FC were established in
1991 and today play in the Plaister Autos
Wiltshire League – Premier Division. Their
home is Southbrook Recreation Ground,
Pinehurst Road, Swindon. Website: www.
southbrookfc.com
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CONSULATE HOTEL BALLROOM - Saturday 19th May - SEE YOU THERE!!
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“They stole it in the end”

HARTS LEAVE
IT LATE
Terri Clingham, SHBC

Sunday 5th May was a dull
and gloomy afternoon when
the 2011 football Knockout
champions, Harts played
2010 League winners, Bellboys. Their first game of
the season and everyone
looked motivated as they
kicked the ball about waiting on 3.30pm to start the
game.
You could tell it was the start of the season, looking down on the field you could
see quite a few pairs of new multi-coloured
boots, ready for the battles to come.
The game kicked off at 3.40pm, Rico (Chico) Williams and Michael (Mike-e) Williams centred for the Harts.
Within the first half my personal opinion was
the Harts conquered the game, having most
possession of the ball and shots on target.
However, goalie Keith Yon from Bellboys
had it under control stopping every attempt
by Harts to score. He made a great save 10

minutes in from Mike-e.
There were about 50 spectators
but a comment was made about
the Chop Shop Boy’s (CSB’s).
“Since there is no more Chop
Shop, there’s no more atmosphere over here, it is quite
dry.”
The second half saw a whole
different game from the Bellboys. Harts weren’t dominating the game like they did in
the first half, they had less
shots on target and Oscar Thorpe from the Harts had to show
some skills in goal.
Refereeing the game was
Derek Richards, and linesmen
were Philip Francis and Peter
Young. Everything was dealt
with accordingly, free kicks
were called and on a few occasions the boys were offside.
But, Derek did miss a back
pass by Harts in the second half
that the keeper picked up.
Within the last three minutes
of the game a goal was finally
scored. Martin Joshua from
Harts took a shot from the right
of Keith, which was saved,
however the ball slipped out of
his hands and Mike-e was there
to just touch it in, winning the
game for the Harts. Mike-e was
pleased after the game. “I feel
good, I reckon if we didn’t have those practice matches, I would have been knackered
now.” As I was talking to Mike-e, Tyrel Ellick walked past me, I asked him how it feels
to be a Harts player, he said with a rather
blissful tone “decent!” Tommy–Lee Young

summed up afterwards. “It was a good
game, but they stole it in the end unfortunately but it was a good game.” Final score
1-0; man of the match was Dion Maggott
and young player was Tyrel, both from the
Harts.
Speaking with Mario Green before kick off,
he gave me his opinion about the season.
“Wirebirds are going to win the season; we
recruited Warren (Bruno) Thomas and Leroy
Fowler from the CSB’s. The game between
Harts and Bellboys, not too sure, but I think
the Harts want it more than the Bellboys.”
Andrea Benjamin stated “I don’t know if
any of the teams want it, you know when
the CSB’s were paying, everyone wanted
to win, but now it’s a whole different atmosphere.”
Since the CSB’s pulled their team out there
were players for the other teams to choose
from, the Harts picked up defender Clayton
(Blocky) Yon, someone commented, “blue
suits you Blocky!” They also got Tyrel from
Crystal Rangers and giving him his first season Anselmo Pelembe.
Tommy-Lee who was a Harts player went
back to his roots, the Bellboys, and Joshua
Young another CSB’s player is now black
and yellow.
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FOOTBALL RESULTS

JAMESTOWN
RIFLE CLUB

FIXTURES

Saturday 5 May

Crystal Rangers 0
Wirebirds 5
Leroy Fowler (2)
Alistair Buckley (2)
Alex Osborne
MOM Alistair Buckley (Wirebirds)
YPOM Jordan Yon (Crystal Rangers)

Saturday 12 May 2012

2.30pm, Harts vs Raiders
referee Deon Yon
linesmen: Rovers & Bellboys

Our shooting activity Tuesday night 8 May 12
was mainly focusing on a serious practice match
in readiness for the medal competition next
week 15 May.

Rovers 2
Fugees 0
o.g. Ricardo Herne
Rico Benjamin
MOM Shane Clifford (Rovers)

Due to the fishing competition being
held on Saturday, it has been agreed
that the Rovers vs Bellboys game
can be postponed until a later date,
therefore there will only be one game
on this Saturday.

Sunday 6 May

Sunday 13th May 2012

Scouts 1
Raiders 3
Miles Henry
Mashara Yon
Marvin Benjamin
Mark Williams
MOM Mashara Yon (Raiders)
YPOM Deckland Clifford

1.30pm Scouts vs Wirebirds
referee Leroy Caswell
linesmen Crystal Rangers & Fugees

Some improvements were made whilst others
were keen to use a different rifle and different
target.

3.30 pm Crystal Rangers Vs Fugees
referee Martin Andrews
linesmen Scouts Wirebirds

Scores recorded on the night was
Deirdre Maggott 97 & 74.1, Kara Henry 93,
Colin Knipe 96.1, 99.5 & 91.1, Pat Henry 96.2,
91.1 & 95, Patrick Young 93.1 & 96, Karen
Ellick 90 & 96.2, Anthony Buckley 92.3 & 88,
Anne Dillon 81 & 88, Tracy Corker 87 & 87,
Chad Corker 81 & 81 and Nicky George 95.2

Harts 1
Bellboys 0
Michael Williams
MOM Dion Maggott
YPOM Tyrel Ellick (Harts)

JAMESTOWNCOMMUNITYCENTRE
SKITTLESSEASONͲ2012
SIXͲAͲSIDE:ͲLEAGUERESULTSRESULTS

It was nice to see 11 members turn up with a
positive attitude trying to correct their fault
positions.

Highest lady score Karen Ellick 186.2 and highest gent Colin Knipe 286.7,
All the best and happy shooting next week.

30ͲApr
L.HSc.
G.HSc.
L.HSp.
G.HSp.

6PakͲ332
AnnAndrewsͲ66
LarryCliffordͲ60
AnnAndrewsͲ15
AnthonyHenryͲ10

beat AlcometersͲ329
MelanieOsborneͲ65
GaryCorkerͲ68
melanieOsborneͲ14
GaryCorkerͲ16

WhoCaresͲ340
ShandyOsborneͲ63
AlanBenjaminͲ56
TobyConstantineͲ56
L.HSp. DebbieBenjaminͲ15
G.HSp. RichardThomasͲ15

beat Wipes&ShakersͲ329
KedallLawrenceͲ57
RonnielawrenceͲ63

SuperSports6Ͳ347
L.HSc. CillaHenryͲ61
G.HSc. DougieHenryͲ62
G.HSp. PedroYoungͲ13

beat OldiesbutGoldiesͲ344
PatriciaEssexͲ62
PeterWilliamsͲ65
PeterWilliamsͲ16

L.HSc.
G.HSc.

KedallLawrenceͲ13
RonnieLawrenceͲ15

02ͲMay

L.HSc.
G.HSc.
L.HSp.
G.HSp.

BanditsͲ484
WendyPlatoͲ73
RobertBedwellͲ78
WendyPlatoͲ14
RobertBedwellͲ16

ThenextFixtureswillbe:
Mon:Ͳ14MayͲSuperSport6vWhoCares

beat NeverReadysͲ345
JulieLawrenceͲ64
DionThomasͲ71
RusselThomasͲ16

Golf News
Saturday 05 May 2012 - 18 Hole Bogey Competition
Sponsored by Brian (Fridge) Joshua.
There were 27 players taking part.
First place: Arthur Francis +2 (plus 2)
Second place: Leon Crowie +1 (plus 1)
Third place: Keith Joshua All square
Nearest the pin on the 7th: Norman Thomas
Ladies Longest Drive 17th Fairway:Joan Thomas
Gents Longest Drive 17th Fairway: Richard Wallis
Two Ball Pool Winners: Peter Bagley on the 14th &
16th green & Norman Thomas on the 7th green.
Sunday 6 May 2012
The President’s Cup, sponsored by Tony Green.
There were 23 players taking part.
First place: Brian Yon with a nett 65
Second place: Donald Bowers with a nett 66
Third place: Jeffrey Stevens with a nett 69
First place for ladies: Ann George with a nett 72
Nearest the pin on the 5th green: Ray Crowie
Nearest the pin on the 16th green: Henzil Beard
Most supportive Golfer of President’s Cup: Ray
Crowie.

THE SENTINEL Thursday 10 May 2012

www.shbc.sh

31

SPORTS

Volley Ball Tournament 2012
Match Results, Sunday 6 May 2012
VOLLEYBALL DISTRICT LEAGUE
Jamestown 2 – 1 HTH
(25 - 17) (20 - 25) (15- 7)
LOM: Penny Bowers (Jamestown)
Alarm Forest 2 – 1 St Pauls
(25 – 18) (22 – 25) (15 – 13)
LOM: Giselle Richards (St Pauls)
Volleyball Fixtures, Sunday 13 May
2012
2.00 pm St Pauls vs Jamestown
Umpired By: Alarm Forest/HTH
2.30 pm HTH vs Alarm Forest
Umpired By: Jamestown/St Pauls

continued from back page
the game.
The second half began with early pressing by Fugees, but despite
good approach play at times, the Rovers defence held firm. In
particular Brian Sim caught the eye with some solid defending,
crunching into tackles and showing great pace to catch the strikers.
On 51 minutes a strong challenge in midfield brought angry exchanges between the two sets
of players. Surprisingly there were no bookings.
Fugees to their credit never gave up, constantly trying to get back into the game right to the
end. Leo and ‘Boot C’ in midfield were doing working the ball well, but Kevin Hudson up
front was left a bit isolated and could have done with more support when Fugees attacked.
Young Sanjay Clingham was impressive in midfield; one to watch out for as the season goes
on, as was Kyle Yon who was full of running to the end.
But Rovers ended up comfortable winners. Their back line looks strong with defenders who
also take turns getting forward to good effect, typified by man of the match Shane Clifford.
And having two nippy strikers up front is good news for midfielders trying to pick out a pass.
Rovers will be pleased with their start.
In the earlier game Wirebirds beat Crystal Rangers 5-0 with goals by Leroy Fowler (2),
Alastair Buckley (2) and Alex Osborne. Alastair was also named man of the match, while
Crystal Rangers keeper Jordan Young was young player of the match.

ROUNDERS TOURNAMENT
The Women’s Sports Association will be hosting a Rounders Tournament in a few weeks.
Registration Deadline: Wednesday 16 May
Entry Fee: £90 per team. Payable to Women’s Sports Association BoSH Account No.
222130002 or to our Treasurer Tara Thomas by Wednesday 16 May.
Minimum players: 9
Minimum age: 15 years
Membership: Players must be a paid member of the Women’s Sports Association. Membership Fee – 50p per annum and is valid until Dec 2012.
Following the registration deadline (Wed 16 May), all Captains and players will be invited
to attend a Committee meeting at HTH Community Centre on Thursday 17 May at 730pm
to draw fixtures.
It is hoped that the Tournament will start on Sunday 3 June 2012.
Feel free to get in touch with one of our Committee Members if you have any queries: Jodi
Joshua (T: 2952), Tara Thomas, (T: 3866), Giselle Richards (T:4311)
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Rico Benjamin taking on the Fugees defence

CHAMPIONS ROVERS START
WITH 2-0 WIN

Darrin Henry, SHBC

Reigning league champions Rovers began
a successful defence of their title with a
2-0 win against Fugees on Sunday. An own
goal and a strike from young Rico Benjamin secured the points against a passionate Fugees side who competed to the end.
The game started in bright sunshine at 3.30pm. A high tempo was set
early on with every ball in midfield being fiercely contested. Wearing bright yellow with black stripes, Rovers seemed to settle first,
stringing together some tidy passing moves with Julian Henry, Dean
Okali and Rico all combining well. Luke Johnson was causing Fugees problems with his long throws into the box all game (a la Rory
Delap, Stoke City).
Fugees striker Clayton Henry (Boot C) drew the first save from Rovers keeper in the 15th minute after a good break down the left wing,
forcing a corner. Dennis Leo swung in the set play which bobbled
around a bit and when it popped up was bundled over the line. There

was confusion for a few moments before spectators realised the referee had disallowed it for a push on the goalkeeper. A corner a few
minutes later at the other end for Rovers was cleanly snatched out of
the air by the Fugees goalkeeper in a crowded penalty box.
It was turning out to be an exciting contest. Leo in Fugees midfield
was constantly urging more from his team. Peter Benjamin, for Rovers, was using his experience to take the sting out of the game each
time he got on the ball and pinging some accurate passes out from
defence.
The first goal came on 32 mins, an unfortunate misjudgement by the
Fugees keeper allowing a back pass to slip under his foot and into
the net. Tempers flared a bit after the restart; referee Damien Stevens
was under pressure to keep control for a few minutes. It was after
a disputed free kick, Fugees seemed to lose their concentration for
a second as it was taken and Rovers pounced for goal number two.
The free kick came from inside the Rovers half, floated forward and
Rico was onto it quickly with a very cool finish, slotting the ball
easily past the keeper.
Nearing half time Ricardo Herne went down with a knock to the
knee and was off the field for 5 minutes, but recovered to see out
continued inside back page

