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SENTINEL
THE

6 Wind Turbines 
on St Helena = 
£280k savings;
5 on Ascension 
= £1million+

A spate of recent power outages, the release 
of the Government contracts register, ques-
tions about wind energy in a formal sitting 
of LEGCO all combine to form a series of 
events that have prompted me to write an 
investigative piece on electricity generation 
here in St Helena.
Our Power Station is set to receive  a £4m 
upgrade.  “The Primary purpose of the up-
grade is to replace 4 generators that are al-
most 30 years old,” said Councillor Mervyn 
Yon, Chairman of the Infrastructure and 
Utilities Directorate (IUD).  “In addition to 
the generators a new control system will also 
be installed, allowing an increased level of 
renewable energy to be integrated to the main 
grid.”  The Power Station will also see new 
switch gear and new remote circuit breakers 
installed.

Damien O’Bey, SHBC

continued on page 7

2nd BY ELECTION
ON HORIZON 
TARA TO RESIGN
SHG announced on Tuesday that Council-
lor Tara Thomas has provisionally secured 
a prestigious Foreign and Commonwealth 
Offi ce Chevening Scholarship, and will now 
undertake a year-long MBA at the London 
School of Business & Finance, under its 
Global MBA and ACCA programme, com-
mencing January 2013.
This means a second by election will be held 
this year, this time though, for the east elec-
toral area. more on page 5

FARMERS REPORT SUCCESS FOR DORPERS

JESSICA MARCH, MBE, 
OPENS NEW ARTS & 
CRAFTS CENTRE

Harold Constantine 
showing off  a new 
Dorper lamb. 
more on this story, 
pg. 3
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DIPLOMA FOR ALFREDA
Alfreda Yon of Near Red Hill has been award-
ed a Level 5 Diploma (equivalent to a First 
Degree) in Project & Programme Manage-
ment with the Chartered Management Insti-
tute (CMI).  The course was done over 2 years 
via distance learning and funded by St Helena 
Government.
Yon, Manager of SHG Projects and Corporate 
Procurement completed her course in Decem-
ber 2011. A Professional Interview is con-
ducted after completion and Yon was invited 
to attend in UK.  After some explanation of the 
island’s isolation CMI agreed to hold the inter-
view via an intercall session (computer link).  
This was done in April this year.
“The diploma will enable me to start looking 
at preparing projects in a bit more project man-
agement fashion in terms of all donors,” she 
said.  The diploma involved a number of mod-
ules including Business Context (Strategic 
Planning), Risk and Quality Management and 
Managing People.  “It will enable me to look 
at the strategic plans for both procurement 
and contracts sections and make sure they are 
streamlined in terms of our requirements,” 
said Yon.  “Another module I studied was in 
terms of risk management as well as change 
and confi guration management which also 
included communications plans.  I hope I’m 
not going to take away Ian Jones’ job [Chief 
Public Relations Offi cer]!  But it was basically 
looking at the communication plans and how it 
will affect us in the project section and how we 
can implement a better communication plan.”
Fitting study time in whilst working a full 
time job proved to be a challenge, “There was 
hardly any time in the offi ce to work,” Yon 
stated.  “Throughout the whole time studying I 
was promoted as well as acting head of depart-
ment and acting director on a few occasions.  
So a lot of the time meant taking my normal 
job work home as well as trying to fi t in an 
extra few hours in the day to get through my 
diploma.  In some cases I can remember get-
ting up early mornings to jot down all the little 
things that I could remember in my dreams!  

But when you get your head into it, 
you can actually feel motivated and 
you know the end result is going to 
be one that you can put to good use, 
you sort of feel that commitment 
coming right through.”

PRIMARY SCHOOL 
SAT RESULTS
The fi rst results for this year’s stan-
dard assessment tests (SATs) were 
made available on Wednesday 25 
July.  SATs are taken at the end of 
Primary education in English, Math-
ematics and Science. 
The English and Maths results show 
improvements compared to last year 
by 14% overall.  Science results are 
still being fi nalised.
Harford Primary school showed the 
highest percentage of improvement.  
Michael Theobald, acting head 
teacher of Harford Primary school 
was pleased with the results.  “We’re 
really delighted that results are high-
er at Harford than they have been in 
previous years,” said Theobald, “In  
my other role as raising attainment 
partner I’m like-wise pleased with the results 
of the other two Primary schools who’ve done 
equally well.   The children at Harford have 
done well because they worked really hard, 
they have an excellent teacher, Mrs Benja-
min who’s done an excellent job with them.  
It’s also been a part of our raising attainment 
project. We’re working really hard to support 
training of teachers and head teachers so that 
we can look forward to higher standard in all 
schools.”
Three children did not take the tests because 
of their complex Special Educational Needs 
(SEN).  SEN refers to children who have 
learning diffi culties or disabilities that make it 
harder for them to learn or access education 
than most children of the same age.  The Sen-
tinel asked Theobald what is classed as com-
plex Special Educational Needs?  “It could 

be a whole range of reasons,” said Theobald, 
“children’s SEN have got such profound dif-
fi culties, it would be wrong to expect them 
to follow the same curriculum and reach the 
same standards as other children.”
Children with low attainment levels will be 
helped.  “We’re doing two things,” said Theo-
bald, “Mr Moore the director has carried out a 
survey of SEN support for children and we’re 
working on that and will be providing different 
provision for those children who do need that 
support.”  He continues, “My role as raising 
attainment partner is to raise the standards for 
all children including those children with SEN 
and even those who have done exceptionally 
well this year, we could expect in the future 
even higher standards.”
Was anything done differently this year than in 
2011?  “Since the training the teachers had last 
August, there’s been different approaches in 
teaching,” said Theobald, “we’re still working 
on that.  Teachers are focusing on the learning 
needs of individual children and I’m absolute-
ly certain that has had an impact and will have 
an even greater impact in the future.”                  
All three schools made signifi cant improve-
ments on previous performances.  The per-
centages of pupils who improved their perfor-
mance are as follows:

Harford English 77%    Maths 62% 
Pilling  English 66%    Maths 50%
St Pauls English 59%    Maths 50% 
Overall fi gures for the island show that the 
percentage of children achieving level 4 or 
above (the benchmark standard) was:

 2012      2011
 Results Target Results
English  68% 60%  46%
Maths  55% 50% 26%

Alfreda Yon

Pupils at Harford School
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WEDDING BELLS
The marriage of Gina Henry and Paul Green 
of Longwood took place on Saturday 28 July, 
3pm at St Matthews Church, Hutts Gate.  The 
couple planned their wedding from the Falk-
lands where they both work and returned to St 
Helena for the occasion.  Father Fred conduct-
ed the ceremony in the presence of family and 
friends.  Gina looked radiant in a full length 
white satin strapless dress and wore her hair 
in curls, topped with a tiara and veil. Brother 
Neil gave her away.  Paul wore a black suit 
and plum shirt complemented with a yellow 
tie and buttonhole.  He was accompanied by 
brother and best man Mario.  Flower girls 
were Qhi Sim-Green and Taelah Henry whose 
vibrant yellow dresses brightened the dull and 
rainy winter’s day.  Thierry Benjamin was ap-
pointed ring bearer.  Karen Green attended as 
maid of honour in a plum gown and lace se-
quined bolero.  The couple emerged from the 
church under the peal of church bells and an 
archway decorated in arum lilies and red hot 
pokers.  Guests showered the bride and groom 
with confetti before the wedding party pro-
ceeded to Longwood House for photographs.  
The reception was held at Pub Paradise.

CHURCH CELEBRATION
St James’ Day was celebrated on Wednesday 
25th July.  “In St James’ we always make an 
effort to celebrate that day because St James’ 
is like the mother church,” said Ivy Ellick, a 
member of the St James’ Restoration Action 

Group.   The St 
James’ parish also 
took this opportu-
nity to celebrate 
the completion 
of phase 2 of the 
Restoration Proj-
ect by hosting a 
special service, 
attended by ap-
proximately 200 
people. “We had 
a very good turn-
out,” revealed El-
lick, “the service 
was geared to-
wards the old and 
young, it wasn’t a 
long service, and we had hymns that the older 
people knew and hymns that the young folk 
knew.”  In attendance were Governor and Mrs 
Capes, uniformed contingents, Adrian Dun-
can’s contractors and members of  St James’ 
parish.  During the service the St James’ Res-
toration action group presented Adrian Dun-
can and his team with a certifi cate of apprecia-
tion for completing the works in phase 2 well 
within time and budget.  “Adrian has done a 
tremendous job and the cost of it was much 
less than we had dared to hope for,” said El-
lick.
St James’, the oldest church in the southern 
Hemisphere is located in the Parade Square 
in Jamestown.  At the turn of the century the 
church was in a state of disrepair and in urgent 

need of refurbish-
ment.   “We started 
in 1999,” said Ellick, 
adding, “we had no 
money so a group of 
women in Jamestown 
got together to form 
the St James’ Resto-
ration Action Group 
and we raised over 
£20,000.”  Phase 1 of 
the project, the inte-
rior refurbishments 
was done by the 
late Tommy Dunne.  
“Tommy  was an ar-
chitect,” said Ellick. 
“He initially came 
to the Island work-
ing for Irish Encho 
(the Contractors who 
built Hooles Wall at 
the seaside) but took 
over the project of 
restoring the interior 
of St. James’ in 1999.  
The interior is very 
nice because I think 
Tommy was a man of 
perfection.  He took 
up every single fl ag-
stone from the fl oor 
and reset it.  He had 
planned to do phase 

2 of the project, but unfortunately he passed 
away the year after.”
Phase 2 had been on hold until works to paint 
the exterior of the church began earlier this 
year.  Adrian Duncan’s contractors were pre-
ferred bidders. “Adrian’s experience of work-
ing elsewhere in the world helped him to de-
liver the contract on time and on target,” said 
Ellick, “we are entirely satisfi ed with the work 
he did.
Phase 3 will see St James’ steeple being rebuilt.  
“I have a vested interest in this,” revealed El-
lick, “I was one of the committee that in 1980 
had to make the decision to take the steeple 
down.  I’ve really got it on my conscience, I 
know a lot of the people, especially the town 
folk weren’t happy about it, but we had to do 
it.  The steeple played a big part in fi sherman’s 
lives and was a good reference point to visiting 
ships.  It would be nice to get it back.”

DORPER LAMBS
A month into lambing season and the 50% 
Dorper lambs are beginning to become a fre-
quent sight in farms around the island. Har-
old Constantine known to many as Jimmy 
Timm, is a farmer whose farm is located near 
Luffkins, had a surprise delivery on the morn-
ing of 25 July.  “On Tuesday night she started 
lambing,” said Constantine, referring to his lo-
cal ewe.  “ She had already had two so when 
I checked her again she was having her third 
one.  She was having diffi culty with the third 
lamb, it was more or less coming backwards.” 
Constantine confi rmed that the third lamb was 
in the breach position when delivered.  “I sent 
for Arthur March, he managed to deliver it and 
we thought that there were only three lambs.  
That was around three o’clock (am) time when 
he (March) left.  I went to bed and by the next 
morning she had two more.”  
When the Sentinel visited the farm two bleat-
ing lambs, black with white markings, grazed 
on the grass.  We asked about the remaining 
three.  “These are the two that were more 
stable than the other three,” Constantine in-
formed us.  “The other three are at Scotland 
and Joe the vet is trying to rear them.  But so 
far Joe rang and told me that two had passed 
and  said that there might be little hope for the 
other one.”  Unfortunately, on 27 July Con-

continued on page 5Gina & Paul on Saturday

St James church
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SENTINEL
COMMENT
On Monday 30 July, St Pauls, Harford and Pilling 
Primary held their fi rst day of Primary Sports.  I 
was fortunate enough to help my work colleague 
cover this event.
It was the fi rst time I had attended a Primary School 
event of this kind and it sure did not disappoint.  
The St Pauls & Pilling Primary girls started with a 
game of rounders.  
From reporting on the women’s sports association 
rounders on Sunday’s it was impressive to see how 
these young girls play on such a similar scale to the 
women.
Great team spirit was also something that shined 
throughout the entire event, as cheering and shout-
ing could always be heard.
The young boys played a brilliant game of football 
with great performances, playing like mini pros on 
the fi eld.  Impressive skills sure did stand out even 
for someone like me who doesn’t have a 100% in-
terest in the game.
If these young children continue to keep up their ex-
cellent performances, who knows where they could 
end up in the future, so let’s continue to encourage 
them.  We could be looking at the next Cristiano 
Ronaldo or Lionel Messi.

Sinead Green, SHBC

This week we begin a new series, 
comparing today’s island views 
with that of yesteryear. 
First up: a look up Market Street, 
estimated taken 1940’s/50’s, show-
ing the bank on LHS. Below is the 
view as is today.
Main pic courtesy of Nick Thorpe

Ch

anging Times

Dear Editor
I read with great sadness the article’s ‘Super fast 
broad maybe’ and  ‘Cable and wireless new 10 year 
exclusive license’  in last week’s Sentinel. The ex-
clusive 10 year licence deal with Cable and wireless 
means that Cable and wireless have been given a 
complete monopoly to provide telephone and In-
ternet services on the Island at a  time when com-
mon sense says that the services should have been 

opened to competition.  Earlier this year I contacted 
the Chief Executive for Economic Development 
and started to look into 2 separate investment ideas 
for St Helena. One of the ideas was the of setting up 
a new telecommunication company on St Helena.
The aim of the new company  would have been to 
provided telephone and Internet services initially 
for around 50% of the current cost to the end us-
ers and to remove the low speed Internet and low 
data allowances. Speeding up the connections and 
removing the low data allowances would have al-
lowed customers to fully utilise the  Internet with-
out worrying that they were going to receive a huge 
bill at the end of the month. It would also allow cus-
tomers to use newer Internet services, for example  
Internet TV from providers live Apple and the one 
from Google which is planned for release early 
next year. The new TV services will allow custom-
ers to pay and monthly fee to receive hundreds of 
TV channels with prices expected to start at around 
10 pounds per month. Another aim of the company 
was to be that it should vastly reduce the cost of 
calling St Helena from abroad to about 10 per min 
form a UK landline.
The new company would have been registered fully 
on St Helena and would have achieve the goals 
mention above by using the new O3B satellite net-
work which is due for launch on the third quarter 
of 2013. The new satellite system is a joint venture 
by some of the biggest IT and Satellite companies 
in the World. It will cover St Helena and is capable 
of providing super high-speed Internet backhaul 
(speeds start at 100Mb and per second and go up 
to Gigabits) for a much lower cost than the current 
satellite systems.
The exclusive deal means that even with the 10% 
price cut and 5% in the following 5 years St Helena 
will continue to have one of the most expense tele-
communication systems in the World. There is no 
reason why the cost of Internet and telephone calls 
on St Helena have to be so high. Even if I could 
not have personally have set-up a new company to 
provide much needed completion for some reason 
creating a 10 year exclusive licence will stop any-
one else doing so as well. At a time when SHG are 

trying to attract people back to the Island the high 
telecommunication prices to both business and resi-
dential customers can only  hamper development of 
the Island and will hold back any chance of devel-
oping  international IT companies on the Island.
If as mentioned in the article ‘Super fast broadband 
maybe’ SHG do pay for a new cable to be installed 
then the new deal will make any  company that 
wants to use the new link go to Cable and Wire-
less for their Internet connection. Cable and Wire-
less will have no competition to control the price to 
the end customers and will almost be able to charge 
what it wants. St Helena is in an ideal location for 
a number of IT solutions and could have attracted 
IT companies from around the World to use its new 
fi bre connection, however this new licence will stop 
any IT sector from developing, which would have 
helped pay for the x million cost of the new con-
nection.
I have worked in the IT industry for many years 
and currently part own and run a IT company which 
is a registered ISP. I have no idea why anyone in 
this day and age would sign an agreement which 
restricts an island like St Helena to such a limited 
service for the next 10 years, but I do know that 
the people of St Helena have missed out on a great 
opportunity to lower peoples monthly house hold 
bills and to encourage economical development on 
the Island.
Cheaper telecommunications created by a competi-
tive market would have benefi ted almost everybody 
on the island from a Grandma with family living 
abroad to companies and even SHG whom would 
have also been able to utilise a more competitive 
market reducing the amount that they spend on their 
own telecommunication and even people phoning 
from abroad to the Island.  Good quality low cost 
telecommunication is a key element in developing 
any country and giving any company exclusivity to 
it goes against common sense and basic economics. 
As I stated at the beginning of this letter it is with 
great sadness for the people of St Helena that I read 
the two articles
Regards
Karl Thrower, Bergen Germany
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as, currently in the UK on private leave, will 
soon be resigning from LegCo and ExCo, and 
stepping down as Chair of the Economy & Fi-
nance Committee.
Lyn Thomas, commented on her daughter’s 
achievement, “I feel very proud of her.  When 
she left school at the age of 16 she decided to 
pursue the gathering of life skills rather than 
academic skills.  She’s done well through the 
years, in whatever she’s done in work experi-
ence.  It’s good now that she has decided to go 
back and take the academic route and gain a 
professional qualifi cation to verify she has the 
skills and competencies.
“She needs to do a pre-masters online course 
that will take three months before she can 
access the full masters.  I think she is doing 
a dual course with the ACCA as well which 
she will do in January (2013).  She’ll be back 
on the next ship from Ascension (10 August 
2012) and will probably leave island late De-
cember early January.”
Tara Thomas, who was accepted into uni-
versity based on a number of references was 
pleased, “I am thrilled with the news and 
grateful to the FCO’s Chevening Programme 
for selecting me.  I’m disappointed that my 
term on Council will conclude early but confi -
dent the knowledge and skills I gain from the 
course will prove useful to the Island.”
Further information will be provided on the 
arrangements for a by-election and to identify 
Tara’s successor on the Economy & Finance 
Committee and on ExCo, once she returns to 
island.  The next meeting of LegCo is sched-
uled for 10 September 2012.
Whilst in the UK, Tara has attended the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations, and 
the Olympics Opening Ceremony, on behalf 
of St Helena along with other representatives 
of the UK OTs.  She also visited Shropshire, in 
her capacity as the Deputy Chair of the Edu-
cation and Employment Committee, to meet 
with colleagues involved in the Education 

stantine’s third had passed, however, he is still 
positive about the two surviving lambs.  “In 
three months they could be weighing, some-
thing like 60 pounds you know.  It would be 
worthwhile to keep sheep like that.”
Just a short distance away at Farm Lodge, Ste-
phen Biggs has also successfully cross bred his 
local ewes.  “Ours are a cross between Texel 
and Merino,” said Biggs, both breeds are very 
woolly.  “We’ve had one or two black rams 
before but they weren’t real Dorpers.  Now 
we’ve had ANRD’s Dorpers and they were put 
in with ten of our sheep.  Of the ten, fi ve ewes 
all had twins and the other fi ve had singles.  
“As far as breeding is concerned Joe did a dif-
ferent system that we haven’t had done before.  
He used sponges and injections.  With that sys-
tem all my ewes conceived.”  Sponging is a 
method used to increase the fertility of ewes, 
the sponge is laced with hormones that the 
ewes use for two weeks.  “I can almost tell you 
when the ewes will have lambs,” commented 
Senior Veterinary Offi cer, Joe Hollins on the 
success of the new breeding regime. “With 
Stephen we did all of his ewes and they all 
lambed, which is unheard of really.”
The success of the breeding program has 
meant that farms can now cross breed their 
fl ock at a cost of £2.00 per lamb reared.

HANDICRAFTS RETURN 
TO THE CANISTER
The building called the Canister, which had 
been home to many families over the years, 
had deteriorated, was demolished and replaced 
by the present building on the same site, by 
Percy Teale when he was here as Head of 
PWD 1957-60.
The Wirebird Magazine of 3 November  1959 
has an interesting article about the Tercente-
nary celebrations of that year, commemorat-

ing the arrival of the First 
Settlers on 5th May 1659  
it mentions that they “ in-
cluded an exhibition in the 
recently built Canister” – 
so the current building on 
the original site dates from 
1959.
Around that time, the 
downstairs room on the 
right became the St. Hel-
ena Handicrafts shop, the 
other side being the Educa-
tion Department’s Teacher 
Training Centre, with their 
offi ces upstairs.  Mrs Moss 
was in charge in the 1960’s, 
and later Mrs. LeBreton.. 
This was the ideal site, but 
sometime in the 1990’s, 
Small Industries (later 
named SHDA, now part of 
Enterprise St. Helena) took 
over the Education Depart-
ment’s room for a Tailor-
ing business and the newly 
formed Tourist Department 

took over the room used to display and sell 
the island’s Handicrafts, which were without 
a home for some time thereafter. 
In 1999 Danny Coutts decided to revive pub-
lic interest and started the Arts and Crafts As-
sociation, fi nding their own accommodation, 
fi rst in a room in Market Street, then in the 
Basement at the Consulate hotel. Not having 
a window to display their goods and attract 
customers was a drawback, but at least people 
had an outlet for their wares - until they had to 
move again. They appealed to SHG this time 
and were given the room at the back of Broad-
way House!
It is good to see the importance of local crafts 
being recognised once again and returning to 
the building where they started.
Welcome back to the Canister!!
(Contibuted by Barbara George)

SCHOLARSHIP FOR 
TARA
Councillor Tara Thomas has provi-
sionally secured the Chevening Schol-
arship.   She will undertake a year long 
Masters of Business Administrative 
(MBA) at the London School of Busi-
ness & Finance, commencing January 
2013.
Chevening Scholarships are the UK 
Government’s global scholarships 
programme. Established in 1983, 
these scholarships support study at 
UK universities.  The scholarships 
are currently offered in approximately 
110 countries. In the current academic 
year, there are over 700 Chevening 
scholars at universities across the UK 
and are mainly funded by the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Offi ce.
As a result of her achievement,  Thom-

continued from page 3

continued on page 7

Steve Biggs at Farm Lodge

Councillor 
Tara Thomas
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Sector Support Programme.
OLYMPIC EXCITEMENT
Last week, Friday 27 July, the London Olym-
pics offi cially began with an opening ceremo-
ny showcasing the ‘stand out moments’ of the 
host nation’s history, and fi nishing with the 
traditional parade of athletes and the lighting 
of the Olympic fl ame.
The ceremony, reported to cost £27m to stage, 
was entitled the ‘Isles of Wonder’ and was pro-
duced by Danny Boyle, famous for directing 
the fi lm ‘Slum Dog Millionaire.’
Joining the estimated 1 billion global tv audi-
ence, were enthusiastic viewers on St Helena, 
with many also looking forward to the games 
that would follow.
Martin Henry is a former PE teacher at Prince 
Andrew School and a sports enthusiast.  “I’m 
defi nitely looking forward to the Olympics,” 
said Henry, “especially the 100m.  I’m also 
looking forward to the swimming, I love most 
of the sprints and my two favourite races are 
the 800m and 1500m.  I feel it is a true test of 
not only sprinting ability but endurance.  The 
opening ceremony lived up to all of my expec-
tations, although the pyrotechnics and lighting 
display wasn’t as spectacular as Beijing, the 
way in which British culture was incorporated 
into the ceremony was awesome.”
Lisa Benjamin, a Speech and Language Teach-
er with the Education & Employment Direc-
torate, is a former island games competitor.  
With the start of the Olympics she remembers 
her own adventure.  “I went away in 1999 to 
the Small Island Games in Gotland,” said Ben-
jamin.  “I did the 50m breast stroke and the 
50m front crawl.  My most outstanding mem-
ory is that one of our team members won a 
bronze medal for shooting and we were able to 
go and watch him receive it, and that was Si-
mon Henry.  The experience was very good; it 
wasn’t as big as the Olympics or the Common-
wealth, it was on a much smaller scale.  But 

being able to go and witness the sports taking 
place was a good opportunity and a memory I 
will have forever.”
After a week of competition already, the much 
anticipated athletics events begin, tomorrow, 
Friday.

BASIL READ SHIP 
RETURNS
On Tuesday this week, 31 July, the NP Glory 
4 returned to the island for a second time, 
arriving in Rupert’s Bay at 8am.  She began 
discharging 250,000 litres of fuel at a rate 
of 50,000 litres per hour. Activity in lower 
Ruperts was considerably less on Tuesday, 
limited only to Basil Read staff and stevedores 
from Solomon & Co. Workers at the site 
confi rmed the swell was more prominent on 
this visit as the bow of the ship showed greater 
movement at the point where it contacted the 
jetty. That afternoon, SHG Airport Project 
Director, Janet Lawrence, said that at fi rst 
light on Wednesday 1 August, cargo would be 
discharged.  The manifest includes containers, 
a crusher, concrete batcher and a recreational 

boat. The ship will depart once all cargo has 
been offl oaded. On the next call of the NP 
Glory 4, it is planned that cargo and fuel will 
be discharged simultaneously.

CONTRACT REGISTER
The top fl oor of the Post Offi ce building in 
Jamestown houses the St Helena Government’s 
(SHG) Corporate Procurement Unit (CPU).  
The CPU deals with procurement and 
projects particularly in relation to aid donor 
coordination, obtaining funds from the EU, the 
UN, WHO and providing support to projects 
that are being implemented on the island.
The CPU are the authors of SHG’s Contract 
Register (CR) published 12 July.  Dr Corinda 
Essex is the director, “The rationale for having 
a contract register is to promote openness and 
transparency.  Also to assist monitoring and to 
give the market a broad indication of the types 
of costs involved in different works, goods and 
services,” said Essex.  
Based on the CR the Sentinel asked if SHG’s 
move to contracting to the private sector 
is costing Government money.  “In some 
cases yes, but then there are other benefi ts 
to Government as well as fi nancial, in terms 
of moving things out,” Essex replied.  “If 
SHG moves some functions out then it can 
concentrate more on its real core functions.  
Some private sector prices can be fairly high.  
I think a lot of it is because in some instances 
there isn’t very much competition.  In other 
instances I think contractors need guidance 
and advice about how to cost jobs accurately. 
Also it must not be forgotten, that the private 
sector has to pick up additional costs such as 
insurance and hidden costs.  Both the public 
and private sectors are on a steep learning 
curve at the moment but with good partnership 
working, divestment and contracting out will 
help St Helena’s economy to grow and benefi t 
all involved. The CPU will do all it can to 
provide support to this process.”
Speaking of the CR, “This is very much a 
starting point,” said Essex, “we’re hoping in 
fact within the next six weeks or so to publish 
an upgraded version.  The refi ned register will 
incorporate further information including the 
duration of the contracts.”

continued from page 5

Lisa Benjamin represented 
St Helena at the 1999 
Small Island Games



7www.shbc.shTHE SENTINEL Th ursday 2 August 2012

REPORT

The Power Station was last upgraded in 
the 1980’s.  These upgrades took an age 
to implement and by the time it was com-
pleted residents and businesses on Island 
deemed the upgrade inadequate.  The cur-
rent upgrades are being implemented at a 
time when St Helena is undergoing radical 
change.  Will the upgrades have the capac-
ity to cope with the increased development 
that surrounds our airport project?  “Yes,” 
said Yon, “this time around we have adopted 
what is called a more ‘Turn Key’ approach 
so the responsibility for delivery rests with 
a contractor who builds Power Stations for a 
living.  Whilst this upgrade is a once or twice 
in a life time event for resident in St Helena 
it is business as usual for Barloworld.  The 
4 new generators are more modern and will 
run at 1500 revolutions per minute (RPM) 
instead of 750 RPM’s.  Another advantage 
of the more modern units is for each kilowatt 
rating they are physically smaller.  This has 
allowed us to build in additional capacity to 
cope with the airport and related develop-
ment.”

In recent weeks we have seen a number of 
power outages, reminding us of a time when 
outages were a lot more frequent than they 
are now.  Many residents and businesses in 
recent years have experienced a number of 
equipment failures and have attributed these 
to power outages, are we correct in linking 
the two?  “The recent short duration power 
outages have been due to generator 5 shut-
ting down for no apparent reason,” revealed 
Yon.  “In the Power Station there are Au-
tomatic Voltage Regulators (AVR’s) that 
accurately control the voltage to prevent 
over voltage.  Equipment tends to fail when 
switched on or off rather than when it is in a 
steady state.  It is unlikely that there is any 
true correlation between a generator switch-
ing off and a consumers appliance failing.”
If the voltage is accurately controlled by 
AVR’s why is it that when we experience 
power outages our lights dim (signalling a 
signifi cant drop in voltage), instead of just 
cutting off? “This is a part of the fault with 
Generator 5, normally the shutdown se-
quence will trip the load fi rst, but at the mo-
ment there are a couple of seconds before it 
does.”

I followed up on this issue and sought a 2nd 
opinion from a qualifi ed electrician who 
explained how an AVR works.  “The AVR 
works to maintain a consistent voltage when 
the generator is running,” said the electri-
cian.  “When the generator fails the voltage 
does drop from 240V downward toward 
zero.  Low voltage’s can damage home ap-
pliances, even refrigerators.  The low volt-
ages that occur during power failures can 
cause damage to more sensitive electronic 
equipment such as TVs, sound systems and 
computers.”  Does a surge protector prevent 
such failures? “No”, said the electrician, “the 
surge protector doesn’t offer any protection 
as the voltage slowly dies, it only protects 
against sudden spikes in voltage.”

SHELCO plan to build the worlds greenest 
hotel in St Helena using solar cells to power 
lighting circuits.  In a round of public meet-
ings earlier in the year SHELCO’s Jeremy 
Blake suggested the rest of the Island needed 
to follow a similar green initiative.  If we 
rely heavily on electricity supplied from the 
burning of diesel fuel to power the rest of 
our Island, Wirebird Hills will stick out like 
a green oasis in a desert.  The price of diesel 
fuel is constantly increasing.  Is the Energy 
Division considering other sources of re-
newable energy?  “Yes,” said Yon, “there is 
a solar pilot currently running at the Energy 
Division complex.  We are also looking very 
closely at marine technologies.  Although 

they are not suffi ciently proven just now, it 
is anticipated that in the next few years they 
will be.”
The search to develop technologies that 
convert renewable energy to electricity has 
stepped through a few gears in recent years.  
Wind Energy Convertors (WECs) or wind 
turbines as they are more commonly known 
on St Helena are being used to generate 
electricity all over the word.  The Energy 
Division has a farm of 6 Lagerway WECs 
and have released statistics on the energy 
produced by the farm for the fi rst 6 months 
of 2012.  The BBC’s wind farm on Ascen-
sion Island has fi ve Enercon E33 WECs and 
produces 2,851,210 KWh of electricity per 
year.  Doubling the total output of the Energy 
Division’s statistics shows that our farm is 
producing just 915,702 KWh of electricity 
per year.  Diesel currently costs £1.25 per li-
tre here on Island.  Applying this rate means 
that the BBC wind farm saves £1,029,413 of 
diesel per year compared to £280,000 of die-
sel per year saved by the Energy Divisions 
wind farm.
In a recent sitting of LEGCO it was con-
fi rmed that six more Largerwey turbines will 
be added to our current wind farm.  Follow-
ing the meeting Councillor Stedson Francis 
voiced concerns over the reliability and per-
formance of this type of turbine.  “Im sure 
we are losing out on the benefi ts from those 
turbines,” said Francis.  “If they are unreli-
able and not performing the way they should 
then should we really be getting six more of 
the same type?”

continued from front page

Energy Report
Damien O’Bey, SHBC

Wind turbine on Deadwood Plain at sunset

“The recent short duration 
power outages have been due 
to generator 5 shutting down 

for no apparent reason,”

“Im sure we are losing out on 
the benefi ts from those 

turbines.” 
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Building Services Manager 

Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc                               
has a Vacancy for a 

Job Purpose:

To manage all aspects of the Building Works 
and Electrical Section and be responsible for 
the delivery of the building services in 
accordance with the Company’s Vision, policies 
and Health & Safety requirements.

Duties and Key Responsibilities:

Salary will start at £9,840 per annum depending on qualifications and experience.

Solomons have enhanced  their Terms & Conditions of Employment and 
offer an attractive benefits package which includes, free home-to-duty 

transport, a Pension Scheme, Annual, Sick, Maternity and Paternity Leave, 
Training & Further Education Incentives, Discount on Purchases 

and much more.  

Solomons may consider funding travel fares 
to St Helena for the successful candidate on 

specific terms!

For further information, please contact 
Derek Richards, GM (Services)

on telephone number 2380 or via email address: 
gm-services@solomons.co.sh

Application forms may be collected from 
Solomons Reception Desk and should be 

completed and returned to 
Marianne Young, Human Resources Manager, 

Solomons Office, Jamestown

by 8 August 2012

• To be responsible for the quality and cost control of all jobs.

• Respond to requests for building services and produce estimates, costing   

and quotations.

• Attend site visits on a regular basis and assess the quality of work undertaken.

• Provide monthly progress reports on all aspects of the building services.

• Manage the building works budget and carry out a budget review on an annual basis.

• Manage  two Foreman and a highly skilled team of 12 staff members.

• Meet the Company’s work and financial performance objectives. 

• Ensure that work is carried out in a safe and competent manner.

Applicants should have a sound knowledge in most aspects of building and electrical services, be 
in possession of a Building Services Management Certificate, or a proven track record of working 
in a similar environment for a minimum of 5 years.   Possess good managerial and communication 
skills, technical skills, ability to maintain high levels of productivity, be well organised and have the 
ability to work under pressure.

Should be in possession of a valid Drivers Licence. Web: www.solomons-sthelena.com

AUDITIONS FOR THE 2012 CHRISTMAS 

PANTOMIME, “SLEEPING BEAUTY” WILL 

BE HELD ON TUESDAY 7TH AUGUST, AT 

7PM IN THE CONSULATE HOTEL 

BALLROOM;  FOR THOSE WHO WISH TO 

ACT, SING AND DANCE, OR THOSE WHO 

CAN HELP IN ANY OTHER WAY. 

ALL ARE WELCOME – JUST BRING A SENSE OF 

HUMOUR AND PLENTY OF ENERGY!! 

For more information, please call Helen Owen on 4393, or e-mail 
hawallo@hotmail.co.uk. 
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Progress at the Basil Read camp site at Brad-
leys has been hampered by winter weather and 
logistical problems.  The Sentinel last visited 
over three weeks ago when the steel structures 
were being covered in Tyvek sheeting.  The 
buildings on the camp are at various stages of 
construction.  Some have a clad outer shell, 
some are white with Tyvek and others are 
bare silver steel.  Andy Hall of SA Steelframe 
Systems showed me around the site.  “So far 
as the steel structures go, most of the build-
ings are up.  We did the last set of columns for 
the offi ces and the holding cells last week and 
we’ve got a few delays because of the weather.  
We’ve had lots of rain and the wind.  At the 
moment what we are busy doing is trying to 
get the kitchen and the dining area ready for 
the Basil Read staff that are on their way.  This 
is one of the priorities, so we have to get this 

done as quickly as possible.  As you can see 
the building is clad and nearly all of the win-
dows and doors are now in and they will be 
fi nished next week.”
The kitchen building is the fi rst structure you 
see and is one of the largest on the site.  It is 
also the fi rst to be covered in pink cladding 
boards.  It comprises of three sections, the 
fi rst is the kitchen, the middle is the serving 
area and the end toward the Barn is the eating 
section.  The end sections are approximately 
10x8m and 5x10m in the centre.  Inside it is 
surprisingly cosy and sheltered from the buf-
feting winds.  The fl oorboards are ready to be 
layered with a rubberised fi nish, “It protects 
the fl oor from any kind of water damage,” said 
Hall, “and then this whole building will be 
tiled from one end to the other.”
Local plumbers and electricians have been 
contracted to work on the site.  Three Phase 

electricity is in 
the process of 
being connected 
with the erec-
tion of electricity 
poles en route to 
the site.  In the 
meantime gener-
ators are used to 
charge batteries 
and power some 
plant equipment.  
“When the pow-
er comes, that 
will help because 
we can stretch 
ourselves further 
along the site.  
At the moment 
we’re limited to 
the generators 
we are using,” 
added Hall.
Working out-
doors in the 
windy and 
rainy conditions 
poses a health 

and safety hazard.  Handling a 2.7 x 1.2m 
clad board and 
5-6m long roof-
ing sheet under 
those conditions 
can be danger-
ous.  “We have 
to pick our days 
when we can get 
the roof sheeting 
in,” Hall stated.  
“So it becomes 
a bit of a hin-
drance and the 
rain with this 
clay causes us 
no end of prob-
lems.  We carry 
on working but 
sometimes it’s 
almost un-work-

able because you can’t drive on it.  It’s very 
diffi cult to walk on and you are slipping and 
sliding.”
Given the setbacks from the weather and logis-
tical problems Hall was pleased with progress.  
“Obviously with any kind of construction site 
you like it to be much further than you actually 
are.  But I think all things considered and with 
the few guys we managed to bring from South 
Africa we’ve gotten very far.  We’ve managed 
to get a lot done considering the wind and rain 
and the electrical problems.”
There is a work force of 20 people on the site, 
18 of them are Saints.  Local company Amble-
dale have recently been sub-contracted to clad 
and roof four of the steel structures.
The original timeframe for completion of the 
camp was the end of August.  “We are going 
to be a little bit delayed,” said Hall.  “But the 
more power we can get here the more people 
we can get working at various different stages 
of the building process.”

BRADLEY’S 
CAMP UPDATE
Sharon Henry, SHBC

Plumber, David Constantine, 
working at Bradley’s
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Extracts from Directors’ Report, for the Financial Year 2011-2012 

This report on the business of the Bank and its performance during the year, will allow readers to assess 
how the Directors have carried out their duty of managing the affairs of the Bank as set out in the Bank of St. 
Helena Ordinance 2003. 
 
The mission of the Bank of St. Helena is to develop and deliver banking products and services that are 
appropriate, affordable and accessible to all.  Throughout the year, the Directors have been ever mindful of 
the need to achieve a good balance between:  
 

 Generating a sufficiently healthy level of profit to ensure that the Bank’s Statement of Assets and 
Liabilities remains strong 

 Maintaining a stable rate of interest payable to depositors and 
 Providing appropriate and affordable products and services that will help the Bank’s customers to 

generate economic growth 
 
Economically, St. Helena is currently in an advantageous position.  During the next four years, the significant 
British Government, European Union and foreign investments in air access, infrastructure, tourism 
accommodation and related services will bring about an increase in the number of economically active 
people and levels of disposable incomes.  This in turn will undoubtedly result in an increase in demand for 
additional products and services and kick-start the growth of existing and new domestic businesses.   
 
One of the challenges for Bank of St. Helena will be to grow its capital base and be able to service the 
expected increase in demand for loan finance for business and housing developments.  
 
During the last financial year, the Bank has been focusing on maintaining growth in net interest income and 
ultimately the profit on ordinary activities before tax.  Expected increases in operating expenditure, coupled 
with relatively limited scope for increasing income, necessitated the need for a 1% decrease in the interest 
payable to the depositors.  The Directors acknowledge that this was not received well by depositors and 
thank them for remaining loyal with their deposits. The year end results show that although the increase in 
Total Income was 17.6% and the Total Expenses increased by 11% if the reduction in the interest rate 
payable had not been done then the Bank would have been showing a Loss on ordinary activities before tax 
of £213,445. 
 
The Bank remains well capitalised and highly liquid with policies and practices that foster stability and 
sustainable development.    
 
During the year April 2011 to March 2012, key highlights have included: 
  

• 14.8% growth in customer savings deposits 
• 13% growth in lending 
• 45% growth in profit on ordinary activities after tax 

 
This latter achievement could be viewed by some as being excessive but needs to be judged in the context 
of the growth in the Bank’s Weighted Risk Assets.  The Financial Services Regulatory Authority, which 
supervises and regulates the Bank in accordance with the Financial Services Ordinance 2008, requires the 
Bank of St. Helena to maintain its capital at a level of at least 12% of the Bank’s Weighted Risk Assets, that 
is to say, the Bank’s assets weighted in accordance with their perceived riskiness.  
 
In the year ended 31 March 2012 the Bank’s Weighted Risk Assets grew by £2,397,638, £916,674 of this 
increase resulted from the net increase in commercial, personal and housing loans, and the remaining 
£1,480,964 from the increase in the Bank’s investments and other assets needed to absorb the growth in 
the Bank’s deposits.  The Bank’s retained earnings after paying tax (the Bank does not, at present, pay 
dividends) at £208,946, were less than 12% of the growth in Weighted Risk Assets, a result that was not 
ideal.  The Directors have taken action to help ensure that the current year’s profit meets its target level. 
 
At present, the Bank has a capital base (described in the accounts as a General Reserve) at 23% of 
Weighted Risk Assets, well in excess of the required minimum.  This results from the Bank’s capitalisation 
when it was established in 2003.  However, the ratio of the Bank’s capital base to its Weighted Risk Assets 
has fallen steadily over the past several years as the growth in its business outpaced the growth in its capital 
base. 
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It will be seen therefore that the Bank’s function as a provider of finance for house building/purchase, 
commercial development and personal lending, as well as its function as a safe depository for its customers’ 
savings, requires a healthy level of profit if the Bank is to be able to absorb the growth in its customers’ 
requirements as the economy of St. Helena benefits from air access. 
 
As at 31 March 2012, a commitment, to formalising the relationship between SHG and the Bank, has been 
agreed between the relevant parties.  The Bank is scheduled to become a company limited by shareholding 
with SHG retaining 100% ownership.  It is planned that this formalisation of the relationship will become 
effective from 1 April 2013. 
 
The Bank’s profit before tax has increased by £79,235 (37.7%) when compared with the previous financial 
year.   
 
Total income has increased by 17.6% (£150,062).  
 
There has been an overall increase in expenditure of 11% over last year.  This includes an increase of 4.4% 
in employee costs.  
 
The financial year 2011/12 has seen an overall growth of 6.7% (£264,244) in the Bank’s Net Assets.  
 
The Bank has switched from investments in Gilts (UK Government Securities) to investments in Fixed 
Deposits and Certificates of Deposits with major UK Banks, due to the greater return that can be earned on 
the latter.  There has been a 14.8% (£5,000,000) increase in the value of the Bank’s overseas investments 
as a direct result of the 14.8% (£6,508,109) growth in balances on Savings Accounts.   
 
The overall lending portfolio has grown by 13% (£1,345,890) with the value of personal loans increasing by 
16% (£110,780); housing loans increasing by 12% (£858,433) and commercial loans by 8.1% (£210,336). 
   
The report of the Financial Services Supervisor made recommendations for the positioning of the Bank “to 
respond to changes in the economy that the airport development will bring”.  Recommendations included 
taking cognisance of the risks and opportunities that commercial banking activities imply; increasing 
profitability and placing greater emphasis on equipping all Directors, Managers and Staff with the relevant 
knowledge and skills. 
 
The Bank’s ability to remain profitable, within such an environment, will be dependant on a number of factors 
which include: 
 
The take-up of loans and the spread of the demand.   
 
The returns that can be achieved on investments and loans.    
 
The funding and liquidity of the Bank remained robust throughout the year. Net customer deposits have 
been four times more than the increase in lending.   
 
Being the only bank on St. Helena, the Directors place great importance on the Bank’s social responsibilities 
within the community. In addition to helping the island to sail out of the economic doldrums, the Bank 
remains committed to contributing to projects that will encourage and enable young citizens and other 
community groups to undertake initiatives linked to environmental, sports, arts and other cultural 
developments.   In addition £940 was paid in donations.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   Rosemary Bargo 

Chairman        Managing Director 
 
A summary of the financial statements is reproduced below. The full Directors Report and Audited Financial 
Statements for the Financial Year 2011/2012 can be downloaded from the Bank’s website, and a printed 
copy is available for reading at each branch. 

continued on page 12
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£ £
2011/2012 2010/2011

Income
Interest Receivable 1,790,224 1,400,910
Interest Payable (1,005,769) (1,208,577)
Net Interest Income 784,455 192,333
Fees & Commissions 187,252 185,598
Profits on Sale of Securities 0 429,841
Other Income 31,163 45,036
Total Income 1,002,870 852,808

Expenditure
Employee Costs 319,739 306,394
Premises Costs 19,731 17,043
Investment Management Fees 28,293 23,780
Depreciation 37,877 30,238
Provisions 50,162 36,467
Audit Fees 11,000 9,500
Financial Services Authority Fees 11,000 10,500
Other Expenses 235,628 208,681
Total Expenses 713,430 642,603

Profit on ordinary activities, before tax 289,440 210,205
Taxation (80,494) (66,268)
Profit on ordinary activities, after tax 208,946 143,937

£ £
2011/2012 2010/2011

Assets
Fixed Assets 585,495 599,953
Lending 10,822,775 9,647,949
Investments 38,800,000 33,800,000
Other Assets 1,429,351 1,070,946
Bank Balances 2,882,025 2,669,314
Cash 588,545 467,979
Total Assets 55,108,191 48,256,141

 
Liabilities
Savings Accounts 50,475,662 43,967,553
Other Liabilities 408,515 328,818
Total Liabilities 50,884,177 44,296,371

TOTAL NET ASSETS 4,224,014 3,959,770
  

REPRESENTED BY:
GENERAL RESERVE 4,224,014 3,959,770

Profit and Loss Account for the year ended 31 March 2012

Statement of Assets and Liabilities as at 31 March 2012

continued from page 11
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A HEALTH NUGGET
from your friends the Adventists

1 Corinthians 6:19,20
_________________________________________________________________________________

Green vegetables are among the most nourishing foods available. They are outstanding sources of vitamins, minerals 
and fi bre while at the same time being low in calories. Broccoli and brussel sprouts contain more Vitamin C than or-

anges. Green leafy vegetables such as kale, spinach, lettuce and cabbage are exceptionally good sources of calcium, iron, 
Vitamins A and C. They promote the healthy development of the brain, prevent cramps and provide a strong protection 

against cancer. Green beans appear to lower blood sugar. Eating mustard greens greatly assists an underactive thyroid. As 
a general rule the darker the colour, the richer it is in nutrients. Let us add more green vegetables to our diet in order to 

promote our general health.

On Saturday 28 July the Arts and Crafts As-
sociation opened the doors of its new prem-
ises to the public in a half hour ceremony.  
Previously located in Broadway House, 
the Canister is now their new home.  Ap-
proximately 35 invited guests arrived for the 
opening, boasting a list of locals involved in 
craft who gathered in the reception area of 
the Tourist Offi ce. 
The Arts and Crafts Association began in 
1999.  Originally the shop  was formed by 
a small group of locals including Brain Da-
vies, Danny Coutts, Dulcie and Bobby Rob-
ertson and Dr Corrinder Essex.  The idea 
was to revive public interest in local craft.  
On page 5 of this week’s Sentinel Barbara 
B George provides a further history.
Cathy Hopkins is a current member of the 
Arts and Craft.  She told us the process 
for anyone looking to contributing items 
to the association.  “They would need 
to bring in samples of their work and 
we have a policy where we have three 
members of the board look at the items.  
They would agree whether we would ac-
cept them for sale because we do insist 
on a high standard of workmanship.  One 
of the things we guarantee is that it is 
uniquely saint and top quality.”
Enterprise St Helena (ESH) provided 
help to convert the new space.  Head of 
Marketing and Communications at ESH, 
Matthew Joshua  gave a short speech be-
fore the cutting of the ribbon.  He later 
presented a gift to Hopkins who would 
soon be leaving the association stating 

that she had been “instrumental in pushing 
arts and craft forward on the island.”
Guest of Honour,  Jessica March, MBE, 
dressed for the occasion in a blue hat acces-
sorised with a white fl ower, cut the ribbon 
to the premises and was offi cially the fi rst 
visitor through the door.  Inside, neatly dis-
played, were examples of handmade craft, 
including items made by SHAPE, jams and 
jellies by Ruth Pridham, woodwork by Jo-
seph Scipio, Danny Coutts’ watercolours, 
inlay by Chris Williams and jewellery by 
G-Unique.  
March is  well known for her lace making 
and has items for sale in the shop as well. 
Her Majesty, the Queen has piece of her lace 
work, given to her as a gift from St Helena.   
She told SHBC about her lace making begin-
nings.  “I started to make lace in Lady Grays 
time she asked me what I do,” said March. 
“I told her that I cook, fetch the water and 
get the wood.  Lady Gray said no, that’s not 

good enough, you have to learn to do some-
thing too.  She told me about a class by Nelly 
Finnigan who taught people how to do lace 
and she said that I would have to learn.  I 
went home to ask my parents if I could learn 
to make lace but they said no because I had 
to be home to help in the house.”  After per-
suasion March began her lessons and told 
us that she took to it quickly.  “So I did the 
lace.  The third time I did it Nelly told me I 
was good enough to take the cushion home.  
The next week when I went back to the class 
she said I was good and could take a cushion 
home all the time.”
The new premises now means that the Arts 
and Crafts can extend their opening hours.  
“We are intending to be opened every week-
day morning.  We are coming to an arrange-
ment with the Tourist Offi ce staff to let peo-
ple in when we aren’t there,” Hopkins told 
us.  This will also mean that people can visit 
the shop on a Saturday.

ARTS & 
CRAFTS
Sherrilee Phillips, SHBC

back: Danny Coutts, Giselle Richards 
front: Jessica March, MBE
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Dear Business Owner 
 
The Education Directorate in consultation with Enterprise St Helena is in the process of creating a 
policy for a new Apprenticeship Scheme.  This new policy aims to incorporate a more modern 
approach for the provision of apprenticeships on St Helena. 
As this policy will very much involve the Private Sector, those in the Private Sector are warmly invited 
to the joint Education & Employment and Enterprise St Helena Consultation Meetings at the 
Consulate Hotel, on Monday the 6th  and Tuesday 7th August. Light refreshments will be provided.   
 
Mon 6th August:        4.30 – 5.30 Tourism and Hospitality Sector 
                                   5.30 – 6.30 Construction Sector 
 
Tue 7th August:         4.30 – 5.30 Agriculture and Fishing Sector 
                                   5.30 – 6.30 All other Industries/Services 
 
Training the island’s young people - who are the island’s future workforce - to help develop our private 
sector and grow our economy is vitally important.  
Your views and comments are valuable to us.  
 
The draft Policy is available in hardcopy or electronically; please contact Kirsty Joshua at ESH who 
will provide you with a copy. E kirsty.joshua@esh.co.sh T: 2920. 



THE SENTINEL Th ursday 2 August 2012 15www.shbc.sh

SCHOOLS

Visit to Ruperts
On the 11th July we went to 
Ruperts and we saw the Basil 
Read ship. The people on the 

Basil Read ship were unloading 
the trucks. Then the payloader 

came up the road. 
When we looked at the Basil 

Read ship it was low down in the 
water, because it was holding 

heavy containers.
I felt very happy that day, be-
cause I have never seen a ship 

so close before.
I enjoyed my visit to Ruperts.

By Brooke Yon
Year 1/2P pupil

St. Paul’s young reporters tell us about the 
very fi rst visit of the Basil Read Ship at 
Ruperts Jetty.

ST PAUL’S SCHOOL
My visit to Ruperts

I was selected to go to Ruperts to see the Basil 
Read ship. I went there by bus.

On my arrival the weather was nice and warm 
and the sea was calm. I saw the Basil read ship 
up by the jetty, where I saw a yellow bull dozer 
and also a yellow truck and JCB coming down the 
ramp of the ship. The Basil Read equipment came 
up the road towards me. I also saw a Basil Read 
truck drive on to the ship but it didn‛t come off.
Ruperts was very busy that day, even the Police 

was there.
After, I had to go back to School. I enjoyed my 
day at Ruperts and was glad to be chosen to go.

By Taye Peters
Year 1/2T pupil
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LIFESTYLE & CULTURE

months.  It was an international school which 
meant that students from around the world at-
tended – from Australia, Japan, China, Swit-
zerland, Scotland, Italy – and for the fi rst 
time- St Helena!  Needless to say no one knew 
where St Helena Island was and everyone was 
intrigued by my ‘strange’ accent!  I can’t count 
the many times I tried to explain how to fi nd 
us on the map – and yes – that tiny dot was 
St Helena!  The shock when they heard that it 
takes 8 days by ship from South Africa to get 
here is always priceless!  I felt proud to speak 
of St Helena because of its uniqueness.
Even though it was a bit daunting leaving lit-
tle old, comfortable St Helena to live in busy 
London, it was also an exciting challenge and 
a great experience.  The time fl ew by and    I 
returned to the Island in December 2007.  I 
opened Essence Beauty Salon in January 2008.
It was a great feeling to fi nally be home and 
operating in my own salon.  Upon opening, 
there was great interest in the treatments on 
offer and soon the salon started to build up 
regular clientele and continued to gain new 
customers.
You can fi nd the salon in the middle of James-
town, in the basement of the Consulate Hotel.  

Being in town, 
it is convenient 
enough for ev-
eryone to visit 
– but private 
and tranquil 
at the same 
time.  The 
color scheme 
of white, black 
and green 
gives the sa-
lon a calming 
and soothing 
atmosphere.  I 
wanted people 
on the Island 
to have a place 
where they 

can go and feel truly pampered, relaxed and 
unwind.  Though I am biased, I do feel that 
Essence delivers this and clients can expect a 
quality treatment in a welcoming, attractive 
and clean salon.
Essence offers a variety of treatments: Mas-
sages (including Swedish massage, Advanced 
Deep Tissue massage and Pregnancy mas-
sage), facials, pedicures, manicures, Brow 
& facial waxing and body waxing, Nail art, 
make-up for special occasion’s eg bridal 
make-up.  I also plan to continue to add new 
treatments in the future.  To see a full treatment 
list you can visit www.essencesthelena.com.  
There are also Avon cosmetics and Nimue skin 
care products for retail.  Gift vouchers are also 
available – handy birthday and christmas gifts 
for the person who has everything.   Appoint-
ments can be pre-booked or you can pop in.
Another exciting new venture is offering 
‘pamper parties’ – you can either book it to 
take place at Essence or another location for a 
group of people to enjoy a pampering session 
of nails, make-up etc.  The pamper party can 
be customized to you.
All the treatments (except for obviously the 
waxing..!) are very relaxing and should be 
tried at least once.  As for the waxing – be 
brave and give it a go – it’s not that bad!
Essence has been open for 4 years and it has 
been an exciting 4 years.  It is very rewarding 
to start a business and see it grow and become 
established and what you imagined it to be.  
Hopefully in the future, Essence will expand 
by being in a position to be able to employ 
more beauty therapists and offering more spa 
type treatments – there are many exciting pos-
sibilities for Essence – so watch this space!
The best thing about the job for me is getting 
to know your customers and I also get job sat-
isfaction from knowing that they enjoyed their 
treatment and their over-all experience at Es-
sence.  So do book you appointment and I’ll 
see you soon!

Hi readers!  I 
was asked to 
write a little 
about Essence, 
so here goes – 
hope you enjoy!
The idea to 
open a beauty 
salon on the Is-
land was plant-
ed in my head 
by my mother!  

I was asking myself that question which ev-
eryone must ask at some point in their lives 
– ‘what do I want to do for a living?’  I wanted 
to live and work on the Island, but I wanted to 
do something different for St Helena!  “Oh I 
know,’ said mum, ‘why won’t you be someone 
who does make-up and nails and things..!’ – 
Being a person that loves doing all those girly 
things, - that sounded good to me! – A job 
where I could do make-up and nails all day!  
Lovely!  St Helena did not have a Beauty Sa-
lon so it would be something new to the Island 
aswell.  My mind was made up and plans for 
‘Essence’ were under-way.
After I did market research to see whether peo-
ple would use a beauty salon if it were avail-
able, a business plan, applying to a Beauty 
School and fi nding a location for the salon, I 
decided it was time to take the plunge and go 
for it!
I left the Island in 2007 for a Beauty Therapy 
course at The London School of Beauty and 
make-up in London, UK.  There I gained an 
internationally recognized qualifi cation -a 
CIBTAC Diploma in Beauty Therapy, making 
me a qualifi ed Beauty Therapist.  
The course was full-time for a period of 8 

essence
Noleen Fowler

Inside Essence Salon

Inside Essence Salon
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TIME OUT

COFFEE
BREAK

DID YOU KNOW...

PEOPLE

HUMOUR

...songs I have 
been listening to 
whilst on St.
Helena

SUDOKU - ‘Intermediate’ Level
Fill the grid with the numbers 1 to 9 so that each row, column and 3x3 
block contains the numbers 1 to 9

Answers on Page 19

3 4 7
2 9 5

8 5 2
1 8

3 8
4 6

5 2 4
3 7 8

4 6 1

A blonde, wanting to earn some money, decided to hire herself out as 
a handyman-type and started canvassing a wealthy neighborhood. She 
went to the front door of the fi rst house and asked the owner if he had 
any jobs for her to do.
“Well, you can paint my porch. How much will you charge?”
The blonde said, “How about 50 dollars?” The man agreed and told 
her that the paint and ladders that she might need were in the garage. 
The man’s wife, inside the house, heard the conversation and said to 
her husband, “Does she realize that the porch goes all the way around 
the house?”
The man replied, “She should. She was standing on the porch.”
A short time later, the blonde came to the door to collect her money.
“You’re fi nished already?” he asked. “Yes,” the blonde answered, 
“and I had paint left over, so I gave it two coats. “Impressed, the man 
reached in his pocket for the $50. “And by the way,” the blonde added, 
“that’s not a Porch, it’s a Ferrari.”
------
Sam walks into his boss’s offi ce. “Sir, I’ll be straight with you, I 
know the economy isn’t great, but I have over three companies after 
me, and I would like to respectfully ask for a raise.” After a few min-
utes of haggling the boss fi nally agrees to a 5% raise, and Sam hap-
pily gets up to leave. ”By the way”, asks the boss as Sam is getting 
up, “which three companies are after you?” “The electric company, 
water company, and phone company”, Sam replied.
------
Try this out...
1. While sitting at your desk in front of the computer, lift your 
right foot of the fl oor and make clockwise circles.
2. Now, while doing this, draw number ‘6’ in the air with your 
right hand.  Your foot will change direction.
Its pre-programmed into your brain!  
------
A police offi cer stops a man and asks him for his license. 
Offi cer: It says that you need to be wearing glasses.
Man: Well, I do have contacts.
Offi cer: I could care less who you know! You’re still getting a ticket!
------
Two golden-agers were discussing their husbands over tea.
“I do wish that my Elmer would stop biting his nails. He makes me 
terribly
“My Billy used to do the same thing,” the older woman replied. “But 
I broke him of the habit.”
“How?”
“I hid his teeth.”
------
Today a man knocked on my door and asked for a small donation to-
wards the local swimming pool.  I gave him a glass of water.
------
Poor Robert was having trouble getting his neighbor to keep his chick-
ens fenced in.  
The neighbor kept telling him the chickens had the right to go where 
they wanted, but the birds were ruining Robert’s prize-winning fl ow-
erbeds.
Two weeks later, a friend visited Robert and noticed his fl owerbeds 
were doing great. The fl owers were even beginning to bloom! The 
friend asked, “How did you make your neighbor keep his hens in his 
own yard?”
Robert replied, “Easy! One night I hid a dozen eggs under a bush by 
my fl ower bed. The next day I let my neighbor see me gather them. I 
haven’t been bothered since.”

Top 3 is a new feature for ‘Coffee Break’.  If you would like to take 
part, we need a good picture of you (which we can do) and your top 3 - 
it could be your top 3 movies, songs, books or cars. It could be your top 
3 places on St Helena, or top 3 achievements. The more interesting the 
better chance of being chosen, as we will only print 1 per week! Email: 
news@shbc.sh with subject heading, top 3.

Michael Theobalds

1.Born to run ( Bruce 
Springsteen)
2. Jacob’s Ladder 
(Bruce Hornsby & the 
range)
3. Like a Rolling Stone 
(Bob Dylan)

• The onion is named after a Latin word meaning large 
pearl.
• Half of the world’s population live on a staple diet of 
rice.
• Chocolate is the number one foodstuff fl avour in the 
world, beating vanilla and banana by 3-to-1.
• The fi rst diet soft drink, called the “No-Cal Beverage” 
was launched in 1952.
• Americans eat twice as much meat as Europeans, gob-
bling up some 50kg (110 lb) per capita.
• Ice tea was introduced in 1904 at the World’s Fair in 
St. Louis.

 FOOD
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NOTICE BOARD

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
 

DISPOSAL OF SHG VEHICLES 
 

 
The Infrastructure & Utilities Directorate wishes to dispose of the following items by 
public tender:- 
 
  
 1 x JCB 3CX Excavator (SHG 256) 

1 x Road Roller (SHG 82) 
1 x Bedford Flatbed Truck (SHG 203) 
1 x Land Rover Defender 90 (SHG 69) 

 1 x Land Rover Defender 110 (SHG 165) 
 1 x Land Rover Defender 110 (SHG 92) 
 1 x Ford Escort Estate (SHG 34) 

1 x Ford Escort Estate (SHG 120) 
 
 

 
  
 
These items will be sold on an “as is” basis; viewing of these items will be at the 
Garage Complex, Donkey Plain on Saturday 4th August 2012, between the hours of 
11 am and 2pm.  Tender forms will be available on the day of viewing. 
 
All tenders must be submitted in a plain sealed envelope marked Tender Reference  
SHG Vehicles and placed in the Tender Box, Infrastructure & Utilities Directorate by 
no later than noon on Friday, 10th August 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr David Thomson  
Director of Infrastructure and Utilities      July 2012  
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NOTICE BOARD

Sudoku solution from puzzle on page 17

5 9 1 6 2 8
4 8 7 1 6 3

3 6 7 4 9 1
7 4 5 6 9 3 2

6 5 7 9 2 1 4
8 2 9 3 1 5 7
7 1 8 3 6 9
9 2 5 6 1 4

8 3 9 7 2 5

3 4 7

2 9 5

8 5 2

1 8

3 8

4 6

5 2 4

3 7 8

4 6 1

Opening Hours: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 
& Saturdays,

From 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm
Contact: Jean Fowler, Tel: 4044

OPENING IN  AUGUST!

HAIR 4 U - LADIES HAIRDRESSING
At  No.14   ESH Business Unit, Lower Half Tree 

Hollow
Off ering: Cu   ng, Styling,Tin  ng, Highligh  ng,Perming 

etc.

Appointments can be made prior to opening.

Contact Wendy on telephone 3942 or email: 

sunglo@cwimail.sh

Primary School Open Day is an annual event when parents and 
visitors are invited to see the school and students at work. 

This year these days are as follows:

Pilling Primary- Tuesday 7 August
 11:00 - 12:30 and 4:00 – 6:00

Harford Primary – Wednesday 8 August 
12 :00 – 4 :30

St Pauls Primary – Thursday 9 august
 9:30 -12:30 and 1:30 - 5:00
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NOTICE BOARD
  

 
 
 
 

Environmental Management Directorate  
Government of St Helena 

St Helena Island 
South Atlantic Ocean 

STHL 1ZZ 
 

MARINE AWARENESS 
As most of you are aware Humpback Whales have recently been sighted passing James Bay.   This is an  
annual occurrence as Humpback whales visit the Island  every year.  They arrive from June and stay until   
December to give birth to their calves, letting them get bigger and stronger before making the long journey 
south to their summer feeding grounds.  To date the Marine Section has received nine Humpback Whale 
sightings for the month of July.  Marine Sightings like these are used to calculate trends over time.   
Everybody's sightings are important! Please keep sending them in! 
 

Question: What do I need to do if I see an Whale, Dolphin or Unusual Seabird? 

1. Note the date and time of your sighting. 

2. Note the Species and how many were present— What kind of  
animal or bird and how many — sometimes a description or 
photo can be useful if you don’t know the name. 

3. Note the location of your sighting — where you saw it. 

4. Call us with the above information and leave your name and  
contact details so the Marine Section can contact you if they 
need further information. 

 

Question: How should a whale be approached by a boat? 

1. A vessel must not cause a whale to change  
direction or speed of his or her travel.   

2. A vessel must not disperse a group of whales.   

3. If a vessel comes closer than 100m to a whale, it must place 
it’s motor in neutral or move the vessel, at less than 5 knots 
away from the whale until the vessel is outside the contact 
zone. 

 

 DON’T FORGET TO REPORT YOU SIGHTINGS! 
  

 

The Marine Section have moved from ANRD and are now based at Essex House under the new  
Environmental Management Directorate.  We can be contacted at Essex House on  

Telephone No: 2270 Ext. 213 or Emailed at the following address: 
mco@environmentalmanagement.gov.sh 

19 July 2012   8:30 AM 
2 Humpback Whales 
James Bay 
John Brown 
Tele: 2270 
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CHURCH NOTICES

FaithMatters
Rector Jack Brady

Seventh Day Adventist

Saturday 4 August 
9:15am- Hymn Singing
9:30am- Sabbath School
10:00am- Bible Discussion
11:00am- 12:00pm- Divine Service 
2:00pm- Pathfi nder Program
Tuesday 7 August
7:00pm- Bible study at Guinea Grass, (home 
of Andrew & Shara Robinson) 
Wednesday 8 August
7:30- 8:30pm- Prayer Meeting in Church
Thursday 9 August
7:00pm- Bible study at Harford Community 
Centre
For more information, contact Pastor Clack 
Tel No. 2267 
Email grace4grabs@gmail.com

Faith: a source of love

‘For Christ neither circumcision nor uncir-
cumcision avail anything, but faith working 
through love’
Galatians 5:6

Message: Faith and works love belong to-
gether

Elaboration
Circumcision as an outward sign
Circumcision was the mark of the old cove-
nant. Apostle Paul makes it clear that outward 
attributes no longer have any meaning in the 
new covenant, (The New Testaments)

From this we may conclude that it will not suf-
fi ce for us to be baptised water and sealed with 
the Holy Spirit in order to be accepted on the 
day of the Lord. Rather, the proper faith and 
loving conduct are also necessary. These are 
features which demonstrate that we belong to 
the bridal congregation, of Christ our Lord and 
saviour.

Faith and Love
Faith and love go hand in hand. Faith without 
the corresponding works- which are motivated 
by our love for God and our neighbours- is 
dead. Love without faith is found very often, 
such as in the many forms of charity. This is 
certainly very good, but from the divine stand-
point both conditions must come together: 
faith and love. These must be inseparably 
linked with one another.

Faith empowers us to do works of love We can 
also see the connection between faith and love 
this way: faith is a source of strength which 
enables- and prompts- us to do works of love.

The following examples illustrate how faith 
prompts us to deeds:
•Those who believe in Christ and His sacrifi ce 
will be inwardly moved to love the Lord. This 
in turn is expressed in willingness to sacrifi ce 
and in service to the Lord
•Those who believe in the return of Christ will 
long for this event and do everything they can 
in order to be prepared for it.
•Those who believe that they have received 
the gift of the Holy Spirit- and that, as a result, 
the love of God has been poured out in their 
hearts- will treat others with love. Then they 
will always make the endeavour to reconcile.
•Those who see the authorised commission of 
Jesus in the Apostle ministry will also endeav-
our to acquaint other with it. This too is a sign 
of active Love.
From these remarks it becomes clear just how 

closely Faith and Love are interconnected. 
They are characteristics of the church of Christ 
and have their source in the Holy Spirit. Wher-
ever there is deep, genuine Faith, there will 
also be Loving conduct.

Context 
In Galatians 5 Christ - that is the Gospel – is 
contrasted with the Mosaic Law, (in the Old 
Testament).  In Christ, the question of whether 
or not one is circumcised is inconsequential. 
The only thing that counts is Faith, specifi cally 
the kind of Faith that leads us to perform deeds 
of Love. 

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA

The Cathedral Parish of St Paul  
Sunday 5 August        18 Sunday of the Year
8.00 a.m.Eucharist            Cathedral
10.00 a.m.Sung Eucharist           Cathedral
3.30 p.m.Eucharist               St Peter
Thursday 9 August    
10.00 a.m.Eucharist                Arabia
Sunday 12 August        19 Sunday of the Year
8.00 a.m.Eucharist            Cathedral
9.30 a.m.Eucharist             St Martin
11.15 a.m.Sung Eucharist  
St Helena & Cross
5.30 p.m.Choral Evensong            Cathedral 

The Parish of St James   
Sunday 5 August       18 Sunday of the Year
9.30 a.m.Sung Eucharist            St James
3.30 p.m.Eucharist          St Michael
Wednesday 8 August   
7.30 a.m.Eucharist             St James
Thursday 9 August   
7.00 p.m.Eucharist 
with Healing               St John
Sunday 12 August       19 Sunday of the Year 
9.30 a.m.Sung Eucharist              St John
7.00 p.m.Evensong             St James

Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 5 August       18 Sunday of the Year 
7. 00 p.m.Sung Eucharist        St Matthew
Tuesday 7 August    
7.00 p.m.Eucharist              St Mark
Sunday 12 August        19 Sunday of the Year 
11.00 a.m.Sung Eucharist             St Mark

BAPTIST CHURCH

Sunday 5th August
8.45am Divine Service,      Sandy Bay Chapel
10.45am Divine Service,Knollcombes Chapel 
7.00pm Divine Service,     Jamestown Chapel
Sermon: A Childish Church
(Pastor) (Luke 18:15-17)
10.00am Sunday School,
Jamestown Schoolroom
Tuesday 7th August
5.00pm Bible Studies,     Cape Villa
7.30pm Bible Studies, 
Jamestown School Room
Wednesday 8th August
7.30pm Bible Studies       
Deadwood at home of Winnie Thomas
Thursday 9th August
5.30pm Bible Studies,    Sandy Bay Chapel
7.30pm Bible Studies, Blue Hill 

(Home of Francis & Beattie Peters)
Saturday 11th August
10.30am Coffee Morning & Singalong at the
Jamestown Schoolroom (all welcome)

For more info contact Pastor Graeme Beckett
Email: graemebbeckett@gmail.com
Tel. 2388

Activities at the Army this 
weekend
Saturday 4th August 2012
‘Quality Second’s Sale at 10 am 
at the Jamestown Fellowship 
Hall. Great bargains.  

Don’t miss out!!

Sunday 5th August  2012
JAM CLUB - At the Half Tree Hollow Hall 
at 10 o’clock.   Bring along a friend – it’s too 
good to keep to yourself.  

Praise & Worship Service will be held in the 
Jamestown Hall at 6.30pm.   All are welcome.

Mums & Toddlers at the Half Tree Hollow 
Hall every Monday at 10 o’clock.  

Home Leagues – Ladies Fellowship every 
Tuesday at Half Tree Hollow Hall at 3.30pm.  

There is always a warm welcome for you at 
the Salvation Army.

If you would like to know more about The 
Salvation Army’s activities, contact Lt. Coral 
Yon on telephone nos 2703/4358.  
Take care & God bless.

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org

BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods

DEVOTIONAL MEETING
Thursday 2cnd.August at 8pm

All are welcome.
“O ye children of men, the fundamental 
purpose animating the Faith of God and 
His Religion is to safeguard the inter-

ests and promote the unity of the human 
race.”     Baha’u’llah 
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NOTICE BOARD

Expressions of Interest 
Video Record of St Helena Airport Project Works  

 
Interested persons are invited to submit Expressions of Interest (EOI) for the production of a 
video record of the works under the Airport Project.  The aim of the video record is to 
capture the changes taking place throughout the duration of the Airport Project for archive 
and public information purposes. 
 
This video record will comprise footage of: 
 

 Early project works including: 
o temporary and permanent works in Ruperts Valley;  
o work at Bradleys Camp; 
o Longwood Offices; 

 
 construction works on Prosperous Bay Plain  

 
 construction of the Haul Road  

 

 construction of the Bulk Fuel Installation 
 

 construction of the Wharf in Ruperts Bay  
 

 any meetings as requested by the client 
 

 demobilisation 
 

In addition, 30 minute documentary-type films for television rebroadcast will need to be 
produced for key milestones under the Project. 
 
Your EOI must include your name, address, telephone number and email address; together 
with details of previous experience in this field. 
 
For further information interested persons can contact Clare Harris, Deputy Airport Project 
Director, on telephone number 2494 or email dd.airport@sainthelena.gov.sh  
 
EOIs must be submitted in a sealed envelope clearly marked “St Helena Airport Project – 
Video Record” and should be addressed to Megan Sim, Administrative Assistant, Access 
Office, The Castle.  Alternatively EOIs can be submitted via email to 
admin.airport@sainthelena.gov.sh  The deadline for submission is 1600hrs on 17 August 
2012. 
 
 
Access Office, SHG  
30 July 2012 
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REPORT

Executive Council unanimously approved 
the re-design of the external fi nishes for the 
terminal and combined buildings under the 
Airport Project.  The decision was made at 
a Special Meeting of Executive Council on 
Tuesday 31 July held in the Council Chamber 
and was open to the public.  Under the 
contractual terms of the Airport Development 
Order, an ExCo decision was required by the 
end of the week.

Governor Mark Capes approved of the design, 
“I must say, and I’ve seen a lot of small airports 
especially in the Caribbean where I have spent 
a lot of time.  Of the small terminals I’ve seen, 
it’s probably the most attractive, it truly is nice 
to look at.”  All council members commended 
the new design and noted the vast improvement 
over the original version presented in 2008.

Architects KMH were contracted by Basil Read 
to re-design the terminal building and visited 
the island early this year.  Janet Lawrence, 
Airport Project Director remembered the visit,  
“Ian Ferguson and his visit in January, I think 
it helped with having his visit take place with 
the ‘Nigel Kirby Road Show’ as it was termed 
at that time.  Ian used it as an opportunity to 
get to know the island.  To get to hear what the 
people were thinking about the airport project 
and little bits of what they wanted to see in 
the terminal.  He went around and you’ll see 
at the bottom of the posters, captured various 
images that took his attention and to him 
represented the island.  He tried to incorporate 
them in the features of the terminal building 
design.”  The design uses stone and glass to 
depict the themes and concepts of ‘Volcano 
Island’, ‘Garden Paradise’, ‘Fortifi ed Island’ 
and ‘Window through Time.’

Printouts of the designs can be viewed at the 
Access Offi ce in the Castle during normal 
working hours.

    WORLD
   NEWS 
SNIPPETS

AIRPORT TERMINAL EXTERNAL DESIGN

Sharon Henry, SHBC

Image courtesy of Access Offi ce

Image courtesy of Access Offi ce

Following a spectacular opening ceremony 
of the London Olympic Games, organisers 
have been criticised for the number of empty 
seats at event venues.  Soldiers, teachers and 
school children have been given tickets in a 
hope to fi ll rows of seats especially at popu-
lar events.  Images of vacant stands were 
broadcast around the world sparking anger 
amongst those who were unable to buy tick-
ets.  On Sunday, close to 100 servicemen and 
women could be seen doing their duty watch-
ing the gymnastics at the North Greenwich 
Arena.  The number of tickets given to cor-
porate clients and the ‘Olympic family’ has 
come under scrutiny.

A 48-year-old man died after an empty oil 
drum exploded that he was attempting to saw 
in half to turn into a barbecue.  The handy-
man was working in his brother’s garden in 
Oxford, UK, last Friday evening when he suf-
fered head injuries while cutting into the met-
al drum with an angle grinder.  It is thought a 
spark may have ignited fumes inside the 40 
gallon drum, which was catapulted over a 4ft 
high fence.  The man was taken to hospital 
but died from his injuries.

Seven hundred million people across India 
were left without power on Tuesday in one 
of the world’s worst blackouts, trapping min-
ers, stranding train travelers and plunging 
hospitals into darkness when grids collapsed 
for the second time in two days. The outage 
covered states where half of India’s 1.2 bil-
lion population live and embarrassed the gov-
ernment, which has failed to build up enough 
power capacity to meet soaring demand.  
Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh had vowed 
to fast-track stalled power and infrastructure 
projects.

An outbreak of the deadly Ebola virus oc-
curred in western Uganda, Africa three weeks 
ago and has since killed 14 people.  Uganda’s 
President Yoweri Museveni has urged peo-
ple to avoid physical contact, after the virus 
claimed a life in the capital, Kampala.  Ebola, 
one of the most virulent diseases in the world, 
is spread by close personal contact.  Musev-
eni said health offi cials were trying to trace 
everyone who had contact with victims so 
that they could be quarantined.  Uganda has 
seen three major Ebola outbreaks over the 
past 12 years.  There is no vaccine for the vi-
rus. Symptoms include sudden onset of fever, 
weakness, headache, vomiting and kidney 
problems.
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PRESS RELEASE 

Contact Details 
St Helena Government    Halcrow          Basil Read   
Access Office       Project Management Unit       Contractor  
Tel: +290 2494     Tel: +290 4258        Tel: +290 4026 
Email: dd.airport@sainthelena.gov.sh Email: HuberA@halcrow.com                   Email:cschwarz@basilread.co.za 
 

Visit us online at www.sainthelenaaccess.com 
 

Copyright for all content on this newsletter and website belongs to SHG Access Office. Content may not be copied, duplicated or reproduced 
without written permission. 

Closure of Prosperous Bay Plain 

Members of the Public will be aware that the first call of the NP Glory 4 brought a great deal of plant 
and heavy machinery to the island. Basil Read is in the final stages of completing the access track for the 
haul road and the plant will then be taken through to the airport site at Prosperous Bay Plain. 
 

Major construction works are therefore imminent on Prosperous Bay Plain. In the interests of public 
safety, public access to Prosperous Bay Plain will be restricted from Monday, 6th August 2012 until  
further notice. 
 

We understand that there is a great deal of public interest in the Airport Project and the works taking 
place on Prosperous Bay Plain. However, in order to create the platform for the airport, a considerable 
quantity of explosives will be used and there will be frequent blasts taking place. We are trying to give 
the Contractor as much flexibility as possible to carry out blasts as and when required. The timing of the 
blasts will be at Basil Read’s discretion and there are likely to be periods when blasts could take place 
several times a day. Normal warning sirens will be sounded before each blast and the normal safety   
procedures will be followed. However, in the interests of public safety, it will not be possible to permit 
public access to Prosperous Bay Plain during such major construction work. 
 

Therefore, from Monday, 6th August only authorised project personnel will be permitted access to  
Prosperous Bay Plain. Signage will be in place at Bradleys and we request the support of the public in 
adhering to this. We regret having to enforce this closure but we reiterate that it is essential in the    
interests of public safety. 
 

From Monday, 6th August and throughout the period that Prosperous Bay Plain is closed to the public, 
the postbox walk to King and Queen Rocks will also be closed. Limited access will still be permitted to 
the postbox walk to Prosperous Bay Beach but this will be dependent on the nature of the works taking 
place on Prosperous Bay Plain. Persons interested in the postbox walk to Prosperous Bay Beach are 
therefore asked to contact the Tourist Office who will facilitate the arrangements for this. 
 

The Tourist Office is arranging “a last-chance walk” to King and Queen Rocks on Saturday, 4th August. 
This walk will be an opportunity to view the area prior to the changes that construction of the airport 
will bring. For further information please contact Mike Dean, Tourism Development Executive at 
mike.dean@tourism.co.sh or on tel. 2158. 
 

Over the course of the project we will organise visits to vantage points so that the public can view key 
milestones as they are reached. Further information will also be available on our website at 
www.sainthelenaaccess.com  
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favourite part about rounders is scoring points,” 
said Rebecca Young.
It was refreshing to see so many youngsters en-
joying sport.
Football - Monday
Primary schools football matches are played 
in two 30 minute halves.  On Monday Pill-
ing’s boys battled St Pauls.  Before the match 
we had a chance to speak to them, “I hope we 
can just go out and enjoy ourselves,” said team 
captain Nandeli Pelembe.  Who’s going to score 
the goals? “Matthaus Young,” replied his team-
mates.
Matthaus’ teammates were right.  Within min-
utes of the kick off Matthaus’ sweet, dipping 
strike gave his team an early lead.  He went on 
to complete a fi rst half hat trick.  Nandeli added 
2 goals, his fi rst being a spectacular curling ef-
fort from distance.  Pilling had streaked ahead 
scoring 5 fi rst half goals, however, St. Pauls set-

tled into the game and Brett 
Isaac pulled a goal back for 
St Pauls.  The boys in yellow 
went on to score 3 more goals 
in the second half, Brett got 
his second, Corban Minto 
and Ethan Hudson added a 
goal each, setting up a tense 
fi nal few minutes.  However 
Josh Williams sealed the win 
by adding a 6th for Pilling.
Football - Wednesday
Day 2 of Primary School 
sports saw athletics champi-
ons Harford take on Pilling.  
Once again Pilling’s boys 
were victorious, defeating 
Harford 10-5.  For Pilling 
Nandeli Pelembe scored 4, 
and Matthaus Young 2. Join-
ing them was Arjay Fuller 
who also scored a brace.  
For Harford Netabu Tasani 
scored 2, David Owen 1, 
Shaun Lee 1, and Joey the other.  After Pilling’s 
victory Nandeli offered the following com-
ments. “I have to thank my teammates for set-
ting me up today, I scored 4 goals. 3 of them my 
teammates set up for me, I’m grateful for that.”
Rounders - Wednesday
In the Rounders game, Pilling beat Harford 14 
to 7.5.  Pilling girls took to fi eld; Harford lined 
up to bat.  Jayden Andrews and Katelyn Peters 
were quick to add score with two full rounders 
each.  
Courtney Benjamin had an outstanding game 
on 1st base and her teammates followed suit, 
restricting Harford to a fi rst innings total of 7.5.
Harford girls put down their bats and positioned 
themselves ready for fi elding.  Baller, Alaina 
Crowie showed safe hands with a brilliant 
catch,  minutes after taking to the fi eld.  Harf-
ord’s fi elding was impressive. Pilling found it 
diffi cult to score and after 30 good balls they 
could only manage 3 rounders.
In the second innings Harford extended their 
score to 14.  In reply Pilling 
could only add 4.5, confi rm-
ing Harford as winners with a 
fi nal score of 14, to 7.5.
The skill and determination 
shown by the boys at girls 
at Francis Plain on Monday 
and Wednesday was truly 
amazing.  Teachers, students 
and parents shouted encour-
agement from the sidelines, 
creating an incredible at-
mosphere.  It was just pure 
sports.  It’s great to know that 
such a passion for sport is be-
ing displayed at grass roots 
level.  The fi nal day of pri-
mary sport is Friday and will 
see Harford do battle against  
St Pauls. A report of the day’s 
events will be in next week’s 
Sentinel.

continued from back page



Th ursday 2 August 2012 THE SENTINEL26 www.shbc.sh

SPORTS
SHOOTING NEWS

Medal Shoot Competition 24 July 12
Last week another monthly medal competition with fun and 
excitement enjoyed by all who turned up. A slight change of 
plan was surprisingly in place for the gents when they were 
told they were to use the Martini action Rifl es and the high 
velocity ammo shooting on the A series targets. There were 
changes in few faces knowing it was going to be a challenge 
but never the less fi ring commence and good spirits kicked in.
Out of a possible 200 in fi rst place with 175 points was Colin 
Knipe, 2nd place Patrick Young 168 and 3rd place Pat Henry 
167.2; shocking scores but it was fun especially with gold, 
silver and bronze medals awarded.
The ladies were all smiles knowing they could use rifl es of 
their choice and the full black targets. A great performance and 
liveliness from all shooting for gold. The top three score of the 
ladies competition running for medals was Terri Clingham in 
2nd place with 191 points, Deirdre Maggott and Tracy Corker 
both joint scores 192.1, they both had to shoot of for 1st place 
with 5 rounds each without a spotter calling the scores and 
the announcement was not made to declare the winner until 
the targets were mark and entered on the leader board. This 
was quite exciting anticipation, it was good shooting by both 
ladies  with Deirdre’s 47 giving her 2nd place and Tracy just 1 
ahead with 48 points was the winner for July’s Medal.
A good night enjoyed by all, and rounded off with some love-
ly chicken plo.

This week 31 July 12 was the normal club night for practicing, 
again some very good scores were shot, good grouping and 
consistency, everyone settled in relaxing with no pressure. 
Terri Clingham just the one shoot with a 90, Deirdre 88.1, 
97.1 and 99.3, Pat Henry 90, 99.2 and 95.2, Patrick Young 
98.2, 96.3 and 99.2, Nicky George 89, 92 and 98 Chad Corker 
92, 84 and 92 Tracy Corker fi nishing with 98 and 96.1. Good 
shooting by everyone, see you all next week.

APPLICATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT PERMISSION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that applications have been received in respect of the following proposals:
 

1. Change of use from a proposed workshop to a four bedroom dwelling, at the Briars Village.
2. Proposed two bedroom dwelling, at Sapper Way.
3. Proposed vehicular access through Crown Land (forest)  to a private property at Fishers Valley.

Copies of the applications and plans may be inspected at the Planning and Building Section, Essex House, Main Street, 
Jamestown, Monday to Friday, from 8.30 a.m. to 4 p.m., during the period of fourteen days from the date of this notice. 

  
Any person who wishes to make representations about any of the above applications should make them in writing within that 
period to the Secretary, Land Planning and Development Control Board, Essex House, Main Street, Jamestown.

Alfred V Isaac

Planning Offi cer 
Email: planning.offi  cer@legalandlands.gov.sh

DATED THIS 2nd DAY OF AUGUST 2012

GOLF NEWS
Saturday 28 July : 18 Hole Green-some.
Ten players took part in the Green-some competition which was won by Freda and 
Shotty Green on 62. In  second place was Gerald George and Tony Green on 63. The 
only tow-ball poolwinners were Sara Thomson and Lawson Henry
Sunday 29 July :  Monthly Medal  - Sponsored by  Basil Read.
29 Players turned out for this tournament in fair weather conditions. The winner on 71 
was jeff Foxy Stevens on 71. Twp players came in on 72 – Larry Thomas and Martin 
Jackson. On the count back Larry claimed second place.  There were seven two-Ball 
pool winners which tells us the weather was good for putting. Each player received 3 
balls each.. well done to all winners and a Big Thank You to basil Read who will be 
sponsoring the re-remaining Monthly Medals for the next 2-3 years.
This coming week end:
Saturday 4 August:18 
hole Par 3 Stroke Play.
Sunday  5 August:  RE-
Play of the Two Team 
Texas Tournament that 
was washed out on Sun-
day 22 July. All teams 
will remain the same as 
drawn up. It will only 
be redrawn if  any play-
ers are unable to take 
part. Please inform Jeff 
Stevens by no later that 
Saturday 4 August at the 
Golf Club Tel : 4421.
The Half Yearly Gen-
eral Meeting will follow 
the Presentation.
Happy swinging. Lets 
hope for a bright week-
end.
John J G/C

Tuesday 31st July
Family Favourites302 bt. Loose Ends 290

L. HSc. Sheridan Richards 49 Gilly Stroud 50
G. HSc. Leslie Richards 65 Brian Stroud 53
L. HSp.
G. HSp. Leslie Richards 16

Lucky Strikes 317 bt. Weaklinks 294
L. HSc. Kedall L;warence 62 Jenny Williams 52
G. HSc. Charley Young 56 Leroy Peters 54
L. HSp. Kedall Lawrence 15 Gilly Francis 12
G. HSp.

Fixtures 7th August 2012
Movers & Shakers v Pin Breakers

Punishers v 6 Pak

BLUE HILL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
SKITTLES RESULTS

SKITTLES
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FOOTBALL  RESULTS

ROUNDERS FIXTURES

FOOTBALL LEAGUE TABLE

FOOTBALL HOTSHOTS

Rovers 4 Scouts 1
Ross O’Dean 3
Peter Benjamin
MOM: Ross O’Dean (Rovers)
YPOM: Benji Lawrence (Scouts)

Miles Henry

Sunday 29 July

Sunday 5 August
1.30pm, Blue Hartz vs Ballsy Ladies
Umpires, Misfi ts & Rookies
3.15pm, Rookies vs Misfi ts
Umpires, Ballsy Ladies & Blue Hartz

P W D L GF GA Pts GD
Rovers 9 9 0 0 26 3 27 23
Harts 9 7 1 1 29 11 22 18
Fugees 9 5 3 1 26 15 18 11
Bellboys 9 3 1 5 27 11 10 16
Raiders 9 2 3 4 13 19 9 6
Wirebirds 9 3 0 6 13 36 9 23
C. Rangers 9 1 1 7 14 27 4 13
Scouts 9 1 1 7 7 32 4 25

Kevin Hudson Fugees 13
Ross O'Dean Rovers 9
Scott Crowie Bellboys 9
Michael Williams Harts 8
Ricardo Herne Fugees 6
Ajay Bennett Crystal Rangers 5
Clayton Benjamin Rovers 5
Rico Benjamin Rovers 5
Anselmo Pelembe Harts 4
Josh Young Bellboys 4
Mark Williams Raiders 4
Rico Williams Harts 4
Ryan George Harts 4
Andrew (Speed) Yon Rovers 3

FOOTBALL FIXTURES
Saturday 4 August
1.30pm, Raiders vs Rovers
linesman, Wirebirds & Harts
3.30pm, Harts vs Wirebirds
linesman, Rovers & Raiders
Sunday 5 August
1.30pm, Bellboys vs Fugees
linesman, C Rangers & Scouts
3.30pm, Scouts vs Crystal Rangers
linesman, Fugees & Bellboys

Ross O’Dean scored another hat trick as Rovers 
scored 4 against Scouts to maintain their 100 
% record.
The SHFA were permitted to play just the one 
fi xture over the weekend amidst fears that more 
than 1 match would damage the playing surface 
at Francis Plain.  Having played a game less 
than all other teams Scouts and Rovers battled 
each other for the second time in 3 weeks.
Scouts started the match with only 9 outfi eld 
players.  Being a man down they were made to 
work extra hard to cover the void left by their 
absent 11th man.  Phillip Francis and Martin 
Henry led by example, closing down Rovers 
and effectively stemming the supply from mid-
fi eld.  Although Rovers dominated possession 
they were slow to get into their stride and often 
lacked a killer fi nal ball.  The fi rst 20 minutes 
passed without a goal which is unusual for a 
Rovers match.
The goal drought ended on 25 minutes.  Fol-
lowing patient build up play from Rovers, Rico 
Benjamin played a delicate through ball, allow-
ing O’Dean to slip in behind Scouts defence.  
His clipped fi nish sailed over the oncoming 
Scouts keeper Deon Yon and nestled into bot-
tom right hand corner of the goal.
Rovers kept a foot on the throttle, and continued 
to attack.  Playing an attractive brand of passing 
football they went about extending their lead.  
Since changing from a winger to a striker 

O’Dean has hit a rich vein 
of form becoming a prolifi c 
striker for Rovers, scoring 
12 goals in 10 games.  In 
3 of those games he has 
scored hat tricks putting him 
right behind last season’s 
and current top goal scorer 
Kevin Hudson. “Hopefully 
he can catch Hudson,” said 
teammate Rico Benjamin.  
“We’ll get him up there,” 
added Rovers right back 
Brian Sim.
Despite having 11 Scouts 
were still under relentless 
pressure from Rovers and 
chose to play a counter at-
tacking style of football.  
However the plan was foiled 
by the experience and crafti-
ness of Rovers back line 
who trapped Scouts striker 
Dalton George offside on 
virtually every attack.  
O’Deans 2nd proved to be 
the pick of all goals scored 
on Sunday.  Controlling 
Rico Benjamin’s cross from 

the right wing on his chest O’Dean swivelled 
and volleyed into the top right hand corner to 
give his side a 2 goal cushion.  5 minutes later 
Rovers stalwart and captain Peter Benjamin 
snuck in at the far post, his lunge directed the 
ball into the roof of the net sending Rovers in at 
half time with a 3 goal lead.
Referee Wayne Crowie restarted the match 
and Rovers looked to break down the Scouts 
defence.  Using a combination of long balls, 
clever wing play and intricate passing, Rov-
ers players exuded confi dence and became 
more creative as the game progressed.  O’Dean 
completed his hat trick just on the hour with a 
simple fi nish after being sent clear.
Scouts continued to soak up pressure, often put-
ting bodies on the line to block shots,  Deon 
Yon pulled of an absolutely stunning save div-
ing to his right deny Luke Johnson who had 
shot from close range.  Scouts were rewarded  
for their hard work with a consolation goal.  
Midway through the second half Miles Henry 
broke away from Rovers defenders who were 
playing a high defensive line and slipped his 
shot past keeper Alan Benjamin.  In doing so, 
Scouts became only the third team to score a 
goal against Rovers this season.
Rovers kept their 100% record intact. “That’s 
9 or 10 games in a Row now,” said teammates 
Rico Benjamin and Brian Sim.  Rovers appear 
to be unstoppable; what’s the secret to their 
success? “We play well together,” said the duo, 
“we have a good team spirit, a lot of passing, 
a good goalkeeper.  We have a good team this 
year”.
The game was a much closer affair than the 
score line refl ects. Scouts centre half Declan 
Clifford explained why.  “They scored  4 goals 
but only one of those goals was a well worked 
goal, the rest were down to defensive errors 

made by Scouts.”
This week we feature a Dream Team from Rov-
ers defensive pillar Shane Clifford.  Surprise 
surprise! ... he has chosen the entire Rovers 
team as his dream team.   
Goal Keeper: Alan Benjamin (Rovers)
Defenders: Brian Sim, Luke Johnson, Shane 
Clifford, Phillip Stroud (Rovers)
Midfi elders: Clayton Benjamin, Andrew Yon, 
Dean Okali, Mark Beard (Rovers)
Strikers: Rico Benjamin, Ross O’Dean, (Rov-
ers)

Ross O’Dean (Rovers)

HAT TRICK 
HERO ROSS

Damien O’Bey  SHBC
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Damien O’Bey & Sinead Green, SHBC

A BRIGHT FUTURE FOR 
ST HELENA SPORT

continued on page 25

Nandeli Pelembe (Pilling Primary)

On Monday 30th July, Francis Plain played host to the fi rst day of the  
Primary School football and rounders.
Girls from Pilling and St Pauls contested a rounders game consisting of 
two 30 ball innings each.  St Pauls elected to fi eld fi rst.  Pilling made a ten-
tative start, but as they grew in confi dence the hitting became stronger and 
they gradually began to accumulate score.  Chelsea Lawrence, Rebecca 
Young and Danielle Benjamin all made half rounders, much to the delight 
of the cheering crowd of Pilling boys.
Cerys Joshua was St Paul’s baller. She remained calm throughout and a 
look of determination never left her face, a look shared by every one of the 

girls.  At the end of 30 balls Pilling had scored 2 rounders.
St Paul’s girls lined up to bat.  Georgia Bedwell’s drive to left hand side of 
the fi eld earned her a half rounder.  Impressive fi elding from Pilling’s back 
stop Danni Thomas and 1st base guard Courtney Benjamin saw a number 
of the St Pauls batters stumped out on 1st base. 
In their second innings Pilling scored a further 8 rounders.  Had it not been 
for great fi elding from Latisha Fowler, Pilling’s lead would have been 
considerably more.
Cerys Joshua scored a full rounder and the rest of St Paul’s girls chipped 
in with half rounders in their second innings.  However, Pilling emerged 
as winners with a score line of 10-4.5  We spoke with a few of the girls af-
ter the match.  “I think I did good,” said Cerys Joshua.  “I enjoy playing on 
fi rst base even though I might not be that good at it,” said Jade Leo.  “My 


