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Having only been named in December 
as a director of the new Connect Saint 
Helena Ltd utilities company, it will 
come as a surprise to many to learn this 
week that Martin Squibbs, SHG’s Head 
of Water and Drainage is not likely to 
remain on St Helena once his current 
contract comes to an end on 5 April.
In November 2012 the Infrastructure and 
Utilities (IU) Directorate was replaced 
with the new, Physical Environment (PE) 
Directorate. The immediate casualty 
of this restructure was the IU Director, 
David Thompson, who was released 
from his contract on 16 November. From 
conversations with various offi cials 
this week it would appear this action 
caused discontent for a number of SHG 
employees, the effects of which are still 
felt quite strongly today.

SHG DIS-CONNECT

Martin Squibbs and 
Councillor Mervyn Yon 
attending last nights 
information meeting at 
Longwood

POWER CUTS CONTINUE

GLOOMY 
TIMES FOR 
WATER

Darrin Henry, SHBC

continued on page 6

World ARC Rally at St Helena 
St Helena is enjoying a second 
major yachting event in less 
than a month. more on page 9

New engines at the power station last month have not resulted in a more 
stable electricity supply to homes as unplanned outages continue. Head of 
Energy, Barry Hubbard, speaks to the Sentinel about this problem, what is 
causing it and what can be done to resolve it. Interview on page 18

WHEN WILL IT GET BETTER?

9 Years waiting for a kidney
“I thought I was going to die, it was so painful,”

Wendy & Peter’s 
amazing story on 
page 20

YVONNE & JENNY awarded medals for excellence, page 2

An international downhill 
skateboarding event on 
Ladder Hill! Why not?
Interview with New Director of 
Tourism, Cathy Alberts, page 12

SPORTS ARENA
Title decider? Maybe. Les Baldwin 
reports on crickets big match on 
Francis Plain. see back pages
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

Since last week, public information sessions 
have been held in various districts concern-
ing the proposed changes to the Constitution 
and the Divestment of Utilities.  At the Sandy 
Bay meeting 25 people attended and at Blue 
Hill 10. Councilor Mervyn Yon commented, 
“We had some very good responses and some 
very valid questions... Once you explain to the 
people what it’s all about then you do get ques-
tions coming through but nothing controver-
sial and nothing out of the ordinary whereby 
you would have diffi culty in answering.” In 
the meetings, Yon fi rstly outlined what ‘di-
vestment of utilities’ meant. Speaking after 
the fi rst two public sessions, Yon commented, 
“I also had with me on both occasions two of 
my fellow colleagues of the committee, they 
were Councillor Tony Green and Councillor 
Raymond Williams and together with them 
was Barry Hubbard and Martin Squibbs who 
are the experts within the fi eld of energy and 
water.” Divestment had been on the agenda for 
a few years, and was originally planned to take 
place from April 2012, “but it was delayed to 
allow further work to be carried out on the 
detailed arrangements,” informed Yon.  Until 
now utility services have always been provid-
ed by St Helena Government, however from 
April 2013 Connect Saint Helena Ltd will take 
over. The main concerns that were voiced at 
the Sandy Bay meeting were the tariffs. Yon 
clarifi ed that, “the tariffs would not be an open 
ended thing whereby the directors of the com-
pany would have the opportunity to raise tar-
iffs as and when they feel like because there 
would be a regulator in place to control and 
issue directors to the utility providers.  What 
he would be doing is issuing to the utilities 
providers the quality of standards of service, 
compensation when quality is of low standard, 
maximum fees and charges and any other 
terms and conditions of service that the regula-
tors see fi t, so these things are covered. Tariffs 
will only be increased to an extent whereby the 
regulator would have to agree.” During last 
Thursday night’s meeting in Blue Hill there 
was a power cut. Yon commented on how the 
public who attended the meeting, responded, 
“They took it all in good part because we had 
the three emergency lights on in the centre, but 
they did ask questions at the end of the meet-
ing as to the power outage and Barry Hubbard, 
the Electrical Engineer had the opportunity to 
explain to them what exactly was the cause of 
it, and in talking to Barry not too long ago he 
said that what he said did actually happen. The 
fault I believe was in the Sandy Bay area but 
that was rectifi ed within a couple of hours.” 
The public were given a question and answer 
paper on divestment of utilities. Yon said, “if 
there’s any public questions or information 
they would like to know about divestment then 
please contact any of the fi ve people that was 
there representing in the meetings.”

“GOOD RESPONSE” 
TO PUBLIC INFORMATION 
SESSIONS

The Governors Cup Yacht Race offi cially ended with trophy presentations on Wednesday 9 Janu-
ary.  As activities surrounding the race grind to a halt, the RMS St Helena transported 8 yachts 
back to Cape Town on its last voyage.  Yachts; ‘Seaboard’, ‘Reaction’, ‘Banjo’, ‘JML Rotary 
Scout’, ‘Peri African Renaissance’, ‘Sandpiper 2’, ‘Canace’ and ‘Patches’ were carefully loaded 
and secured to the decks of the RMS St Helena with the help of the ship’s crew and Solomon and 
Company’s stevedores.
Yachts were loaded at rate of one per hour.  Is this any different to other cargo operations?  “It’s 
not much different,” replied Captain Andrew Greentree, “basically it means that we have be a lot 
more careful, everybody has to concentrate that much harder.  It’s not like normal cargo where if 
a container bangs into the ship’s side it’s ok.  With yachts you could seriously damage the boats 
or even make a hole in one.”
Yachts ‘Seaboard’ and ‘Reaction’ were the fi rst loaded and both suffered minor damage to their 
masts. Unfortunately windy conditions and moderate swells made the stevedore’s job of loading 
the yachts a bit of a challenge, and Seaboard suffered further damages to its Hull.  After seem-
ingly getting the hang of things, the other yachts were loaded swiftly and without major incident.  
It was not until standing on board the decks of the RMS St Helena that you were able to appreci-
ate the sheer size of some of the vessels.  JML Rotary scout is approximately 40 feet and quite 
diffi cult to load.  “That’s just a baby yacht,” commented  Captain Greentree.  “One we carried 
after the second race was ‘Merlin’ that was a 67 footer.  It was a pure bred racing yacht.  We 
loaded it onto number 2 hatch and the bow was touching the accommodation, so we used a cush-
ion for padding.  The stern was hanging over the rail of the focastle.  ‘Merlin’ was quite special, 
we transported it all the way from Cape Town to Cardiff where it raced on the UK race circuit.”
Captain Greentree was pleased with how the operation was progressing and the RMS St Helena 
departed the island on the evening of Friday 11 January.  Due to space constaints, a further six 
yachts from the Governor’s Cup will be transported to Cape Town on the RMS on 31 January. 

GOVERNORS CUP YACHT 
RACE FINISHED

YACHTS HEAD BACK ON THE RMS
Reaction being loaded
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St Helenians, Yvonne Williams and Jenny 
Corker MBE JP, have been awarded a City and 
Guilds ‘Medal for Excellence’ in recognition 
of outstanding performance.
Jenny and Yvonne, were chosen from over 300 
nominations across the UK and are the fi rst on 
St Helena to have ever received this medal.  
The Medal recognises the achievements of 
candidates and trainers of NVQ qualifi cations 
who produce exceptional work and exceed ex-
pectations.
Yvonne was nominated for her dedication, 
commitment, self motivation and self manage-
ment displayed whilst studying for an NVQ 
Level 3 Diploma in Business and Administra-
tion.
“I am really pleased to have been chosen from 
over 300 other nominations,” said Yvonne.  “It 
was hard work, so to be recognised for that 
hard work is great.”  NVQ’s are work based 
qualifi cations and the majority of studying is 
done in the workplace, but there were times 
when Yvonne needed to work from home, 
which was no easy task being a working mum.  
Studying after school years is often a burden to 
adults and many often give up without fi nish-
ing their respective courses, was there ever a 
time when Yvonne felt like giving up? “No,” 
replied Yvonne, “because I did the majority of 
my course at work, it was all part of a day’s 
work really.”
Jenny is a retired citizen, but at 67 years old 

she is as enthusiastic as ever.  She is both an 
assessor and internal verifi er for Business 
and Administration and Customer Service 
based NVQ’s, excelling in, Enthusiasm for 
the Subject, Outstanding Skills and Knowl-
edge, Championing Learning, Innovation 
and Originality.  “As an assessor I work with 
candidates and help them through working to-
wards the award,” said Jenny.  “You have to 
ensure that the candidates provide suffi cient 
evidence [that they are competent] to meet the 
UK’s international standards.  The role of an 
internal verifi er is to keep an eye on the asses-
sors.  They are like guardians of the standards 
and must ensure that assessors are meeting the 
standards.”
In a Government press release Jenny stated, 
“it is diffi cult to fi nd Assessors. More Asses-
sors could mean more awards such as these for 
people on St Helena.”  Why is it diffi cult to 
fi nd assessors? “NVQ’s are a test of a person’s 
competence to do the job they are employed 
to do,” said Jenny.  “Many times people are 
not prepared to become assessors of their own 
staff.  If  managers were really committed to 
developing their staff, they would fi nd the 
time.”
Interestingly Jenny was Yvonne’s assessor.  
“It’s an honour to be chosen from over 300 
nominations,” said Jenny, “and its an honour 
for the NVQ centre as well.  I’m very proud 
of Yvonne and made the recommendation for 
her to get this award because she did go above 
and beyond the standards required.  I am so 
pleased she was awarded as well.”

YVONNE AND JENNY AWARDED 
MEDAL FOR EXCELLENCE

Yvonne Williams

Jenny Corker MBE JP
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The return of Saints in December is such a 
feature of Christmas on St Helena. So many 
familiar faces in such a short space of time, so 
much to discuss and catch up on. These holi-
days in particular I was struck by how many 
disappointing experiences returnees were 
passing on. So many I spoke to were delighted 
to be home with family and friends, however, 
when talk turned to St Helena, there were a lot 
of ‘not so happy’ stories.
A married couple on their way home early one 
Friday night told me they would stay out if we 
had a reliable late night taxi service; coming 
from UK they took drink driving rules quite 
seriously. Later at the bar talking to a differ-
ent couple from Ascension, they couldn’t hide 
their frustration at the lack of road courtesy. 
The man also recalled how horrifi ed he was to 
have had been read his rights by the police for 
parking in the wrong place in Jamestown. He 
explained to me how confusing it was trying 
to drive in a highly congested Jamestown and 
felt as a visitor he was being targeted, while 
residents seemed to park where they wanted. 
Three different families told me they had 
come on holiday to test the waters, thinking 
they might make the move permanent next 
year, but were now adamant they wouldn’t be 
back in a hurry. One of then told me instead of 
coming home next time they would get their 
parents to meet them in Cape Town for a holi-
day. A number of people recounted eating out 
and being charged prices that didn’t match the 
quality and quantity of food served.
There were other similar experiences and sto-
ries. In each case I got a sense it really pained 
people to tell me the reality. It would always 
come with the statement: ‘don’t get me wrong, 
I love St Helena, but...’ 
A couple of youngsters told me they were 
looking forward to getting back to UK as they 
found it diffi cult getting around without a 
proper bus service.
Most common though were complaints of 
poor customer service on the island.
Reading both Cathy Alberts and Mark Brum-
bill’s interviews in this edition of the Sentinel, 
I sympathise with them and the huge tasks 
ahead. A vital ingredient that appears to be in 
short supply in our airport prosperity recipe 
at the moment appears to be local belief and 
pride. Let’s hope some is discovered soon.

CRUISE SHIP VISIT
Solomons Shipping would like to advise that MSC Sin-
fonia is due to arrive at 7am on Sunday 20 January and 
depart at 8pm.  Approximately 991 passengers and 898 
crew will be on board.  The fi nalised passenger and crew 
numbers will be advised in the next 2 days.  Currently pre-
arranged tours have been organised for 518 passengers.

contractors of the original turbines.  A resident 
had queried this decision as there were more 
modern versions on the market.  “One of the is-
sues we have at the moment,” replied Hubbard, 
“is because of the airport, there are regulations 
for aircraft safety.  Anything larger than the ones 
we already have needs a very detailed study 
because there is a good possibility they will in-
terfere with aircraft safety and navigation equip-
ment.”
After the meeting I asked Councillor Yon if sav-
ings will be fi ltered down to consumers so we all 
benefi t.  “How the new company will speculate 
on the savings I can’t say at the moment,” replied 
Yon.  “Hopefully it will be savings through fuel 
then it will be left to the regulator to regulate the 
prices from 2014 on.”
I also asked Councillor Mervyn Yon what the 
charges would likely be on the 1 April when 
Connect Saint Helena takes over.  “When we 
move over to Connect Saint Helena Limited, as 
of 1 April we are committed as a council to put 
a 10% charge on the tariffs,” he said.  “That will 
carry through to 2014 when at that time, the new 
company will take over the tariffs...It’s nothing 
new they [constituents] are aware of increasing 
tariffs.”
On a separate issue the question was asked about 
councillor’s decision to develop a permanent 
jetty at Ruperts.  “It either has to go around 
Ruperts,” answered Councillor Yon, “or have 
nothing at all at the moment, because there is 
insuffi cient money to put anything down in the 
front [Jametown].  We were kind of pressurised 
by DFID, who is our paymasters, that they feel 
Ruperts is the best in the fi rst instance.”

Th ursday 17 January 2013 THE SENTINEL

Eighteen people from the Longwood district 
took time out of their evening schedules to at-
tend the Constitutional Reform consultation and 
Utilities Divestment information meetings last 
night at the community centre.  Concerns of the 
impending utilities divestment in April focussed 
around costs and quality of service.
One issue raised was the quality of water and the 
use of over ground black pipes that were prone 
to water leaks.  “Black pipes are endemic across 
St Helena,” answered Martin Squibbs, Connect 
Saint Helena Ltd director.  “I have said to my 
staff, ‘there will be no more above ground pipes 
supplying water to premises’.  I didn’t make that 
decision but it’s something I’ve inherited.”  He 
went on to say 10% of water to domestic prop-
erties is still untreated.  The island’s treatment 
works built in 1978 are now beyond their useful 
life.  They are soon to be refurbished with a £1m 
investment.  “I think the public are entitled to ex-
pect higher standards, we think we could do bet-
ter and more effi ciently outside of government.”
Barry Hubbard, Connect Saint Helena Ltd direc-
tor in a response said that fuel attributed to 50% 
of costs.  To save costs, energy for generating 
electricity is moving towards renewable energy 
in the form of extra wind turbines.  He went on 
to say over the last three years, the current wind 
turbines at Deadwood saves around a third of a 
million pounds per year.  
Four new turbines are to be installed later this 
year of the same type and make from WES the 

Sharon Henry, SHBC

Utilities cost to get a 10% hike 1st April, no more above 
ground black pipes and more old style wind turbines
Last nights consultation & information meeting at Longwood
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LETTERS & NOTICE BOARD

In looking over the plans and projections regard-
ing tourism for the island from various sources I 
fi nd that almost all of the projections centre on 
the assumption that the overwhelming majority 
of future visitors will be from the UK and South 
Africa.  Much of this is based on the assumptions 
that since these have been the source for most of 
the tourists in the past then they will continue to 
be the primary source for tourists in the future.  
One is led to believe that this is due primarily 
social, cultural, ethnic and economic ties to the 
island that exist between St. Helena and the UK 
and South Africa.  Though I have no doubt that 
these ties do exist and that tourists from these 
places will always play a major role in tourism 
on the island, it seems clear to me that the prima-
ry reason the vast majority of tourists have been 
from these two locations as been one simply of 
access. Access has been the primary driver that 
has limited tourism to the UK and South Africa, 
not lack of interest or lack or cultural ties from 
elsewhere.
Documents suggest that efforts should be made 
to promote specifi c aspects of the island to spe-
cifi c regions that highlight some shared culture, 
but at the same time these documents do little to 
inspire one to believe that anything other than 
the UK and South Africa will ever contribute to 

“Don’t Avoid 
Looking West!”
Dear Editor

more than a few percentage points of the total 
tourists to St. Helena. It would be wrong to be-
lieve that the only reason, or even the primary 
reason, that people would consider travelling 
to the island is because they have made some 
particular personal or cultural connection. If 
you continue this view you will severely limit 
the prospects of obtaining the numbers of tour-
ists you need to turn your economy around.  The 
reasons people will come to the island will be 
the same, regardless of their country of origin. A 
cultural tie may be enough to push a few more to 
travel than would otherwise do so, but emphasis 
should always be on those aspects of St. Helena 
that have the widest appeal.
My biggest concern is that this view has result-
ed in virtually no effort to look west at all. The 
Americas as a source of potential tourists seems 
to be mentioned nowhere.  The failure to con-
sider the potential of the US, Canada and Brazil 
to add signifi cantly to the numbers of visitors 
(and investors) to St. Helena seems rather myo-
pic. Again this seems primarily due to the fact 
that only about 1% of current tourists come from 
the western hemisphere.  It would be very wrong 
to believe this is due to lack of interest.  Only 
two things have stood in the way of having more 
visitors from the west and those are 1) lack of 
access 2) lack of knowledge that you even exist.  
Both of these can and must change.
What should you do?  First you need to focus 
efforts on attracting air fl ights from Sao Paulo, 
Brazil in addition to efforts to obtain fl ights 
from Europe and in preference to seeking fl ights 
solely to and from South Africa.  There are cur-
rently many direct fl ights from Sao Paulo to Jo-

hannesburg on several different air carriers. Con-
vincing an airline to make an additional stop in 
a transatlantic fl ight should be much easier than 
trying to convince them to make a special trip 
just to St. Helena and back.  An airline consid-
ers offering fl ights solely on their ability to fi ll 
seats.  A dedicated fl ight to St. Helena is a high 
risk.  Making St. Helena simply a stop on a fl ight 
between two major markets allows the airline 
much more fl exibility in fi lling seats.  Not only 
is Brazil a large potential market, but virtually 
all major international airports in North America 
have direct fl ights to Sao Paulo whereas few 
have direct fl ights to South Africa.  Capturing 
such a transatlantic fl ight would give access both 
ways from South Africa and South America and 
also open up North America.  Additional fl ights 
could be added if demand for travel to St. Helena 
increases simply by adding a stop to an existing 
fl ight rather than adding a new fl ight.
Second, you need to get the word out about St. 
Helena in these markets, primarily the US.  I can 
offer suggestions if you like. It doesn’t have to 
be expensive to reach a wide audience.
An extremely important feature of St. Helena to 
the US market is that you speak English.  Ameri-
can’s are overwhelmingly monolingual and this 
often prevents them from considering exotic 
locations where they feel that their inability to 
communicate will lessen their ability to fully en-
joy what those places have to offer.  

Tim Sites
Damon, Texas USA
tim@ibis-arts.com 

FOR SALE AT JEFF’s GARAGE.

A Modifi ed Red MG ZR 1.8 vvc  
Reg: 1108 road tax til December 2013
Offer’s Invited.. please call in at Jeff’s 
Auto Garage No.18 Clinic Drive..Half 

Tree Hollow 

Tel: 00290 3573
Email: jpeters@cwimail.sh 

In this week’s police report the St Helena Police Directorate issued a 
reminder of Rule 44 in the Highway Code to all drivers which states:
If the road is not wide enough to allow two vehicles approaching each 
other to pass with ease, the following rules should be observed;
On a level road- The smaller vehicle should give way to the larger.
On a hill- The vehicle going downhill should give way to the vehicle 
going up-hill. If necessary, the descending vehicle should reverse, go 
into the nearest bay and wait there until the ascending vehicle has 
passed. Do not park in passing bays.
Rule 44 is drummed into all drivers who learn to drive on St Helena, 
so why was this reminder issued?  The Sentinel visited police head-
quarters to fi nd out more.
Sergeant Raymond Bloye was the offi cer who issued the reminder.  “If 
you ask anybody in the streets, it’s noticeable over the last few months 
that drivers are not giving way to vehicles driving up hill,” said Bloye.  
“Indeed some vehicles have been coming down hill at a fair speed and 
ascending vehicles are being forced to pull over and stop.”
With airport construction well underway, there has also been a notice-
able increase in heavy vehicles using the road.  These vehicles are a 
lot slower than regular traffi c and often create unwanted delays for 
drivers who fi nd themselves behind them.  “The same rules apply,” 
said Bloye, “but I’d like to think that common sense would prevail and 
the drivers of these vehicles pull over as soon as possible.”

HIGHWAY CODE REMINDER
POLICE ISSUE A REMINDER ABOUT RULE 44 
OF THE ST HELENA HIGHWAY CODE
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That’s fi ne, but that means I don’t know who 
I report to. And if I am going to talk about 

an extended contract I need to talk to my 
employer.”
I asked Squibbs 
what had been 
the response 
when he enquired 
about who his line 
manager was. 
“The director of PE confi rmed we (Water) 
won’t form part of the Physical Environment 

“I’ve been through this process a number of 
times, I’ve had a long career,” replied Squibbs 
when I asked him whether he was disappointed 
about Thompson being let go. “I understand 
that these things have to happen; it’s the way 
it’s happened and the vacuum it’s left since 
that time that I really have diffi culty with now. 
I don’t know who to talk to.”
Squibbs originally came to St Helena on a 2 
year contract that was extended when he was 
asked to stay on to see divestment through 
year 1. That contract now expires on 5 April 
and he has no plan to extend this based on 
the way Government has been performing 
over the last few months. “I don’t know who 
I report to and I’ve been asking the question 
for long enough now. I’ve asked the Chairman 
of the Infrastructure and Utilities Committee. 
I’ve also asked the new Director of Physical 
Environment, because when I saw the 
organisation structure after David Thompson 
was sacked in November, it showed Energy 
and Water in a dotted box outside the structure. 

SHG DIS-CONNECT

Darrin Henry, SHBC

Directorate, so I won’t be reporting to him, 
and that was confi rmed by the director of HR 

as well, but no mention of who I do report to. 
The Chairman 
of the Water 
Authority was as 
much in the dark 
as I am, he doesn’t 
know either, he 
was apologetic 

about that, but there we are. As they say on St 
Helena, we are where we are.”

GOVERNMENT 
RESTRUCTURING 
LEAVES HEAD OF 
WATER WITHOUT 
A LINE MANAGER

“...it’s the way it’s happened and the 
vacuum it’s left since that time that 
I really have diffi culty with now.”

continued from front page

SHG’s Head of Water 
& Drainage, 
Martin Squibbs

David Thompson, former 
Director of Infrastructure & 
Utilities, ‘released’ from SHG 
in November 2012

Councillor Mervyn Yon, 
Chairman of Infrastructure & 
Utilities committee
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The timing is likely to cause the Government a 
certain amount of embarrassment, considering 
the £5 million to be spent on the Water 
Infrastructure Project, which Squibbs says is 
not yet half way through, the move to divest 
utilities which is already underway and then 
the small matter of the DAPM team visit, 
planned for next month.
Councillor Mervyn Yon, Chairman of the 
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
& Utilities 
C o m m i t t e e , 
voiced his 
concerns on the 
matter. “With 
Martin leaving 
we now will not 
have any qualifi ed engineers on island to take 
the infrastructure forward. We had two, one 
has left already (David Thompson) due to 
unforeseen circumstances. Martin will be the 
second one. Since Martin has just started out 
on a good footing I could say with regards to 
the water projects of the infrastructure, it’ll be 
diffi cult to see who is going to keep that thing 
rolling over in the way it’s going now. I think 
to myself now, we’re going one step forward 
and it’s going to be two steps back.”
I asked Squibbs, if things stayed the way they 
were and he didn’t end up extending beyond 
April, where would that leave Connect St 
Helena. 
“We currently have 3 directors of Connect 
St Helena,” he replied. “The company is in 
existence and requires 3 directors to make 
decisions, so that’s in place. We’re looking 
for expressions of interest from 2 further 
directors. We’re going to run with 5 directors; 
3 of whom will be non executive directors and 
1 of those 3 will become the chairman of the 
company. That’s the way companies operate, 
there needs to be a degree of independence 
from the operating arm of the company. Barry 
Hubbard will be the Chief Executive and I will 

WORLD 
NEWS 
SNIPPETS

A decapitated crocodile lies washed up 
on a South African beach, leaving locals 
speculating about the identity of the killer. 
The gruesome scene was photographed and 
videoed by Neale and Brigitte Cary-Smith 
and has quickly become an internet hit, with 
people wondering how the animal met its 
end. Some believe the mighty croc fell vic-
tim to poachers, whilst others are blaming 
hippos and tiger sharks. But the couple, from 
St Lucia, South Africa, are in no doubt - the 
culprit could only have been a great white 
shark. The couple, who live nearby and walk 
their dogs on the beach every morning at 
sunrise, say the cleanly severed head points 
to a great white. And they say poachers are 
not the suspects as the head and jaw are 
thought of as the most valuable part of the 
three metre-long animal. 
Source: Daily Mail

Japan’s two main airlines have grounded 
their Boeing 787 Dreamliners after one 
was forced to make an emergency landing 
because of battery problems. All Nippon 
Airways (ANA) grounded its fl eet of 17 
Dreamliners when its fl ight NH 692 from 
Yamaguchi Ube was forced to land shortly 
after take-off. Japan Airlines followed suit, 
saying it would ground its fl eet of seven 
787s from 16 January until further notice. 
This is the latest setback for Boeing and its 
problem-hit Dreamliner planes. 
Source: BBC

French troops are set for their fi rst major 
ground combat with Islamist rebels in Mali 
after heading out from the capital, Bamako. 
A convoy of about 30 armoured vehicles set 
out on Tuesday for Diabaly, 350km (220 
miles) to the north, a town captured by the 
rebels on Monday. The fi rst units of an Af-
rican force are set to arrive on Wednesday 
to bolster the French. France intervened last 
Friday to halt the Islamists’ drive to the capi-
tal. 
Source: BBC

The Government has some “serious ques-
tions” to answer on how horse meat has 
been found in burgers on sale in British su-
permarkets, an MP has claimed. Calls for an 
immediate inquiry after tests by the Food 
Safety Authority of Ireland found that beef 
products sold in Tesco, Lidl, Aldi, Iceland 
and Dunnes Stores contained low levels 
of the animal’s DNA. In Tesco Everyday 
Value Beef Burgers, which have now been 
removed from sale, horse meat accounted 
for approximately 29 per cent of the meat. 
The Food Standards Agency (FSA) is set to 
met on Wednesday to discuss the problem. 
Source: Telegraph

be the Director of Operations. If I don’t stay 
on then that post needs to be fi lled, so there 
will be a recruitment process, hopefully on St 
Helena, but possibly not if there are no skills 
on St Helena that are suitable for the post.”
Before Squibbs headed off to meet with 
SHG’s HR department I asked him whether 
he had lost confi dence in the way St Helena 
Government is currently operating?

“I don’t think 
that’s the right 
word, it’s not a 
confi dence issue,” 
he told me. “I 
don’t like the way 
it’s been doing its 
business over the 

last few months, I mentioned that at yesterdays 
water authority meeting as well, so that has 
infl uenced my decision, I have to say.”

SHG were asked for a comment on this story 
and the following statement has been received 
in response from the Public Relations Offi ce 
at the Castle:

‘Budgetary constraints and deep cuts in the 
UK are a reality and St Helena and SHG 
are not immune to this austerity.  As SHG 
restructures and rationalises its services to 
cope with this fi nancial reality, signifi cant 
change and transition are being generated 
within the organisation, and some fi nd it 
harder to manage this change than others.
‘We are already seeing the benefi ts of these 
reforms refl ected in the confi dence of key 
stakeholders, such as DFID, in SHG’s delivery 
of its capital programme.
‘SHG regards staff issues as confi dential 
between the individual and the employer and 
it is a shame that in this instance, others have 
chosen not to respect that confi dentiality’.

“With Martin leaving we now will 
not have any qualifi ed engineers 

on island to take the infrastructure 
forward.”

Condition: Used but in full working order.  
(There is a small amount of rust on the bot-
tom of the front panel, but it does not affect 
the running of the machine in anyway). 

Price: £50 ono. 
For More details contact: 
Gareth Drabble 
tel.no: 4224 (After 5pm) 
email: guitarandgod@gmail.com 

DEFY Twinmaid Washing Machine 

FOR SALE 



8 www.shbc.sh

ST HELENA SNIPPETS
Th ursday 17 January 2013 THE SENTINEL

In last week's Sentinel we reported on the 
public information sessions regarding utili-
ties divestment and the current consultation 
to proposed changes to the 2009 Constitution.  
Councillor Derek Thomas, Committee Chair-
man for the Home, Civil Society and Interna-
tional board is heading discussions.  Thomas 
told the Sentinel that the greatest concern be-
ing expressed at meetings and from his con-
versations on the street is the creation of the 
role of Chief Councillor.  "They (the public) 
have said that they don't think that we will 
be able to fi nd the right calibre person to fi ll 
the role," said Thomas.  "The Chief Council-
lor wouldn't be on his own.  He'd be working 
and gaining the support of the other Executive 
Council members and he would also have to 
work and gain the support of the other elected 
members.  So he won't be on his own when it 
comes to decision making."
Constituents of Sandy Bay commented that 
the consultation, which closes on 25 January, 
seemed rushed, "I do feel we've given suffi -
cient time," remarked Thomas, "because we're 
only recommending minor changes and the 
changes are in relation to the appointment of 
Chief Councillor, the election of Executive 
Council and the change within the Public Ac-
counts so these are relatively minor changes 
we are proposing."
Within the past year the island has changed 
from two constituencies to one.  This deci-
sion was based on the response to a question-
naire that was distributed.  Based on the poor 
response to these questionnaires the decision 
to carry forward the new proposed change 
will be ascertained differently on this occa-
sion.  "Again because these are minor changes 
and not a complete review of the constitu-
tion; we're not doing a questionnaire this time.  
We're taking the public's views as a result of 
the public meetings. I'm hoping to be able to 
go on air later this month when you (SHBC) 
are up and running.  I'm also making myself 
available for public surgeries and written rep-
resentations can be made to Secretary of the 
Home, Civil Society and International com-
mittee, Cilla Isaac."

CONSTITUTION CHANGES LAST OF THE 2012 BABIES

WEEKLY WEATHER 
UPDATE
Although we are in the tropics, we hardly 
have your typical tropical weather.  Most 
typical of St Helena weather is the rain and 
overcast skies in the height of summer!  Here 
are the weather recordings from the Met Sta-
tion at Bottom Woods and ANRD at Scot-
land for the past week.
 Bottom Woods Scotland
Min temp          16.4C 15C
Max temp         22.3C 19.5C
Mean temp       18.8C 14.9C
Total sunshine  24.5 hours 20.3 hours
Total rainfall     9.8mm 29.2mm
Mean w/speed  14.7 knots

One of the last babies for 2012 was born on 28 December to Samara Henry and Colin Phillips of 
Bottom Woods. The peacefully sleeping baby who visited the SHBC offi ce on Tuesday, weighed 
6lb 11oz. Proud mum, who has two more little ones, said it is a bit hectic at times but she is 
welcoming the fact that Ava sleeps all day and night. Ava’s older brother, Simeon Thomas who 
is 4, is very proud of the new addition to their family. Samara said that Ava’s 17 month old sister, 
Kelsi Rae Phillips is “happy some days and some days she isn’t” about the new addition. “She’s 
a bit jealous!” she laughed.

Baby Ava with mum Samara
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The fi rst yachts in the World 
ARC Rally started arriving in 
James Bay at 2am on Tuesday 
morning.  In total 22 yachts 
are due to sail in this week 
for a 3 day stop over from the 
26,000 nautical mile, round 
the world expedition.  
One of the Swedish partici-
pants on a 15m yacht took 10 
days sailing from Cape Town.  
The skipper travelling with his 
two daughters said, “We are 
working on a dream.  We had 
a good passage here, in the be-
ginning it was a little rough, 
we had up to 30 knots of wind.  
It gradually decreased and we 

had very good, rich speeds.”
The World ARC Rally is 
an international ‘round the 
world’ yachting meet that 
started in January 2012 from 
St Lucia in the Caribbean.  
The 26,000 nautical mile cir-
cumnavigation has seen the 
fl eet transit the Panama Canal 
and cross the Pacifi c and Indi-
an oceans.  During the voyage 
the rally has visited far fl ung 
destinations like, Tonga, Fuji, 
Bora Bora and Mauritius.  
The rally’s next port of call is 
Salvador, Brazil to attend the 
annual carnival.  They will 
then return to St Lucia around 
April this year completing the 
15 month journey.

22 YACHTS DUE IN, 
STARTING THIS WEEK

Tico-Tico in the Governor’s 
Cup Yacht Race earlier this 
month

Maria Jane Phillips to Anthony Martin 
Thomas (19 Dec)
Joan Elizabeth Samuel to Kenneth Beb-
bington (22 Dec)
Shelley Olivia Thomas to Adrian Gordon 
Fereday (28 Dec)

Deaths
William Charles Alexander Henry - aged 
77 (9 Dec)
Coral Rose Constantine - aged 64 (10 Dec)
Phyllis Mary Peters - aged 84 (17 Dec)
Cyril James Williams - aged 75 (29 Dec)
(Source: Customer Service Centre)

BIRTH, DEATH & MARRIAGE STA-
TISTICS + ST HELENA RESIDENT 
POPULATION, DECEMBER 2012

             December 2012       Total for 2012
Births        2         36
Deaths                4         66
Net Migration    +182       +453
Resident
Population         4,395               4,395
 
Data Sources: 
Births and deaths registered at Customer 
Service Centre.
Migration fi gures from St Helena Immi-
gration database.
Estimated total population calculated 
from 2008 population Census, adjusted 
for births, deaths and net migration.

St Helena Resident Population
The St Helena Resident Population grew 
in 2012 and at the end of December 2012 
stood at 4,395. 
This increase is due to inwards migration 
as Saints returning to the island after long 
absences over-seas and those with long-

term employment on the island arrive, 
bringing families with them.
The demographics of the new, long-term 
arrivals show that we are slowly begin-
ning to fi ll in the “scooping out” of work-
ing ages noticeable between the 1998- and 
2008 Population Census.
(Source: Statistics Offi ce)

Births
Joel Ian Nathan Peters (1 Dec)
Ava Grace Phillips (28 Dec)

Marriages
Marianne Marie Young to Cormac George 
Crowie (15 Dec)

QUICK- STATS 2012

Passengers arriving at the landing steps
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Sylvia Buckley will have a 
variety of 

pot plants on sale 
in the Jamestown Market 

on Thursday, 24 January, 
from 7.30am

FOR SALE
LANDROVER SIII LWB 2.5 DIESEL

PRICE: £1500
INTERESTED PERSONS CAN 
CONTACT PAUL FULLER ON 

ASCENSION ISLAND
TEL NO: 002474566

NEED A HAND?
OUTDOORS 
OR IN

FRABEA’S 
can help!

Francis & Beaty
Barren Ground 

Call us on 4691
FRABEA’S 

Cleaning and Gardening Services
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DARWIN MARINE BIODIVERSITY AND MAPPING PROJECT: 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FOR WORK

WE WOULD LIKE EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST FOR PERSONS WILLING TO OFFER ONE OR MORE OF THE THREE SERVICES 
LISTED BELOW.

To apply please complete a form available via email 
(contact Dr Judith Brown on dpm@environmentalmanagement.gov.sh) or forms available at reception of EMD at 
Essex House or in person (please ask to see Judith Brown at Essex House).

Deadline for submissions 25th January 2013.

1.Charter of boat and boatman (south side of island)
We require hire of a reliable boat with room for up to 8 divers (including ladder for exiting from water) plus competent skipper who has experi-
ence of the southerly (exposed) side of the island. 
Daily rate to include boat, fuel and skipper.
Please note due to the weather conditions on the southerly side of the island we will need fl exibility to go on days when diving on this side will 
be feasible. The skipper will have overall responsibility for the safety of the boat and passengers and will have the fi nal call regarding weather. 

2.Charter of boat and boatman (north/sheltered side of island)
We require hire of a reliable boat with room for up to 6 divers plus competent skipper. 
Daily rate to include boat, fuel and skipper.

3.Divers
We require divers who would be interested in participating in marine research surveys on both the leeward and exposed side of the island. Due 
to the nature of the diving on the exposed side of the island only experienced divers will be considered. We require persons who will be willing 
to learn their marine species or act as a cameraman (we will provide marine identifi cation/camera use training). We will pay a rate of £60 per 
day (usually two dives but may be more). 
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REPORT

The island’s tourism industry has a new lead-
er at the helm following the appointment of 
Cathy Alberts as Director of Tourism.  “I am 
absolutely raring to go,” said Cathy looking 
bright-eyed and enthusiastic as I visited her 
offi ce at Enterprise St Helena’s new building 
at Ladder Hill.
Firstly there are projects currently in the pipe-
line needing Cathy’s attention; completion of 
works on Main Street, Jamestown which is 
delayed until October to facilitate cable lay-
ing by Cable & Wireless.  Other projects are 
the Lemon Valley upgrade and post box walk 
maintenance.  “Then we can start concentrat-
ing on new things,” she said.
Listed in Cathy’s objectives is developing the 
island’s tourism products and ideas include 
adventure and wedding tourism.  “We need to 
start looking at those aspects and start market-

ing.  It’s not something that can only happen 
when the airport is done.”  
Using a newcomer’s eye Cathy has identifi ed 
another objective: get St Helena clean.  “There 
is a lot of work that needs to be done.  That is 
one of the priorities that we need to start im-
mediately.”  Cathy has previously organised 
beach clean-ups with the help of 500 children.  
“We really need to get into the frame of mind 
of not throwing anything down.  This island 
has the potential to be the greenest of islands 
but not if we carry on the way we are.”
I shared a comment from a visiting St Hele-
nian over the Christmas period that the island 

has beautiful countryside but too untidy and 
overgrown.  “Tourism is everyone’s business,” 
she replied.  “It’s not necessarily for us in the 
tourism industry to do all that but we need to 
have partnerships with Saints themselves and 
with all spheres of government.  It’s a ground 
swell that’s needed from everyone.”
Cathy plans to start an aggressive social me-
dia campaign using the likes of Facebook and 
Twitter. “It’s one of the best marketing tools to 
get your profi le up and running and has such 
a wide reach.  That’s the way people are con-
nected these days,” she said.  
Riding on a high from the Governor’s Cup 
Yacht Race and the stop over this week of the 

World ARC Rally fl eet is there potential of 
St Helena hosting other events in the future?  
“Absolutely,” came her reply.  A drive down 
Ladder Hill road gave her an idea, “In Cape 
Town, Red Bull sponsors a downhill skate-
board adventure.  The area is not as dramatic 
as Ladder Hill road,” she laughed.  “I can see 
all that happening here.”  
By looking at the events that St Helena cur-
rently hosts including the Walking and Run-
ning Festivals, Cathy wants to elevate them to 
another level, similar to what has been done 
with the Governor’s Cup Yacht Race.  “Then 
we can see where there are gaps for others to 
be created,” she said.  “Events draw people 

Th ursday 17 January 2013 THE SENTINEL

“Tourism is “Tourism is 
everyone’s everyone’s 

business...It’s a business...It’s a 
ground swell that’s ground swell that’s 

needed from needed from 
everyone.”everyone.”

Sharon Henry, SHBC

NEW DIRECTOR OF TOURISM 

“This island has the po-
tential to be the greenest 
of islands but not if we 

carry on the way we are.”

Boys from the 1st Jamestown 
Scouts picking litter at the sea 
front last year

“It’s not necessarily for us in 
the tourism industry to do all 

that but we need to have 
partnerships with Saints...”



Expressions of Interest. 
Furniture made locally 
 
We would like to invite expressions of  
interest from individuals or businesses  
willing to create wooden furniture, for 
example, dining tables and chairs for 
the Hospitality Training Centre. 
 
If you are interested or require more  
informa on, contact Gillian Moore or 
Kirsty Joshua at No 2 Main Street on 
Tel: 2110 or alterna vely E-mail 
2onMain@cwimail.sh  
 
Closing date for expressing your  
interest is Thursday 31st January 2013 
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CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

FERRY SERVICE 
St Helena Government is considering privatising 
the Ferry Service and is seeking Expressions of In-
terest from suitably experienced/qualifi ed individ-
uals or organisations for the provision of a reliable 
and cost eff ective service.  

Written expressions of interest should include de-
tails of experience and qualifi cations relevant to 
this or the provision of similar services and should 
be submitted to the Deputy Chief Secretary, the 
Castle by 4pm on Monday, 28 January 2013.  

An information meeting with interested persons is 
planned for Wednesday, 30 January 2013.

G A Francis
Deputy Chief Secretary
14 January 2013

and get people talking.”
An assessment and accreditation exercise is 
to be undertaken giving an inventory of what 
products and standards are available on the is-
land.  This will cover accommodation, trans-
port and tour operators.  “We need to have a 
minimum standard of criteria that you’ve got 
to adhere to and move on from there,” ex-
plained Cathy.  “Accreditation would be some-
thing that is local.  We’re not going to say we 
have stars, maybe we will have halos because 
we are Saints.  We are playing around with that 
concept.  A bit tongue in cheek, not taking our-
selves too seriously but we are very serious on 
the service we deliver.”
I broadly told her about Tim Sites’ letter in 
this week’s Sentinel [page 5].  “The US is so 
massive and you really need big money to play 

there,” explained Cathy.  “We would defi nite-
ly go and look at the US market and we will 
be selective in how we are going to play that 
market place.  You can lose mega pounds try-
ing to reach people.  With trade shows you’ve 
got to compete with such a massive audience, 
but maybe we can select groupings and travel 
agents.  The US is a market that totally use 
their travel agents.  Every little town has got 
a travel agent.  So we could go to selective 
audiences and start the whole educational pro-
cess.”
The discovery of the fi rst generation slave 
trade skeletons at Ruperts Valley gives St Hel-
ena untapped potential of tourism especially to 
the African American market.  “Genealogy is 
a big, big draw card.  That’s why we’ve got to 
target our market very specifi cally as to where 

we want to go and that’s one of the messages 
we will get across.”
The promise of a challenge and Cathy’s visit 
to the island last May attracted her to the job 
Cathy has a three year contract.  She has a 
three year contract.  “I fell in love with this 
island and its people, I think it has some of 
the most amazing people that I have ever met,” 
said Cathy.  “ I’m here as an outsider yes and 
I’m here to provide assistance when I can.  
But when I leave I don’t want anyone to say, 
‘she came and she buggered up and now she’s 
gone’.  I want to leave a legacy that the Saints 
would carry on when I leave.”  Cathy would 
like to have a Saint taking up the reins,  “Say-
ing okay, we’ve got the foundation we needed 
somebody to help us build it, now we as Saints 
are going to build this amazing destination.”

Events like the Walking and Running Festivals could 
be elevated to another level, similar to what has been 
done with the Governor’s Cup Yacht Race.
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A position of Midwife/Nursing Sister will become available at the Georgetown Hospital at 
the end of April 2013. We are seeking to recruit a suitably experienced and qualifi ed person 
to fi ll this position. In particular, we are looking for a friendly, fl exible and self motivated 
individual who is seeking a new challenge and who can work well as part of a team.

The principal duties of the post include:
•The provision of good quality patient care to all patients in accordance with applicable leg-
islation and codes of professional conduct.
•Providing professional midwifery care to all pregnant women (ante-natal, during labour and 
post-natal) as per the UK’s Nursing and Midwifery Council standards of conduct, perfor-
mance and ethics for nurses and midwives. 
•Supporting Well Being Clinic, including vaccinations and basic developmental assessment.
•Carrying out duties as instructed by the Senior Medical Offi cer and/or delegated staff in 
respective fi elds in order to achieve good standards of medical care to patients, to include 
shift work as required.
•Attending out-patient clinics and dispensing medication and treatment as prescribed by the 
doctors.
•Attending emergencies, both when on duty or out of working hours.
•Assisting in maintaining resources to a high standard.

The successful candidate must:
•Be a professionally registered Midwife with a minimum of 3 years experience as a qualifi ed 
midwife. 
•Have the skills, knowledge and competence to act as a responsible, autonomous midwifery 
practitioner within a supportive team. 
•Produce evidence of keeping skills and knowledge up-to-date by attending training courses 
or self study. 
A clean, valid A & B driving licence is desirable.
The post is offered as either a single or accompanied status contract for two years. Benefi ts 
worth up to £50K including salary c £24,000 + food allowance, rent-free accommodation, 
mid-tour passage/fl ight, family healthcare, travel and relocation expenses.
If you would like further information about the post please contact the Senior Medical Of-
fi cer on telephone number (+247) 6303 or email smo.hospital@ascension.gov.ac .
Application forms (including a recruitment pack) are available from AIG’s Human Resources 
by telephoning 7000 extension 150 or by e-mailing alan.nicholls@ascension.gov.ac. Com-
pleted application forms should be submitted to the same email address by no later than 15 
February 2013.
Applicants must be willing to undergo children and vulnerable adults’ protection screening 
appropriate to the post, including checks with past employers and the Criminal Records Bu-
reau or relevant Police Station.

Alan H Nicholls
Human Resources Adviser

Administration Offi ce
Georgetown
Ascension Island

Ascension Island Government
VACANCY – MIDWIFE/NURSING SISTER
Georgetown Hospital – Ascension Island
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NOTICE BOARD
Sudoku solution from page 16

Situated at Kunjie Field 
 First building on your right. Car park is available. 

Opening hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays & Saturdays 

From 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm  
 

Contact Jean Fowler on Tele no 4044 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

A HEALTH & SOCIAL WELFARE 
COMMITTEE MEETING 

will be held on Monday, 21 January 2013 at 
9.30am in the Health & Social Welfare Directorate 
Conference Room.  The item for discussion on the 
open agenda will be Update on Hospital Redevel-
opment.  Mr David Taylor and Mr James Stewart 
will be in attendance. 

Answers to Wuzzle from page 17
1. Somewhere Over the Rainbow
2. X Marks the Spot
3. Put two and two Together
4. Just Right
5. I Before E Except Aft er C
6. High Seas

The SHBC RADIO would like to advise 
that the news is currently broadcasted 

MONDAY to SATURDAY 
at the following times: 

7am, 10am, 12 noon, 5pm and 7pm
All times subject to change.

Saturday Night Dance Fever- a good time had by all
Saturday 12th January saw Harford Primary School hall fi lled 
with good tunes, sharp outfi ts and even sharper moves. Judging 
by the smiles and tired faces at the end of the night a good time 
was had by all who attended. Many thanks to everyone who sup-
ported the event. 
Major thanks go to Johnny Dillon for generously allowing us use 
of his sound equipment, and sincere appreciation for DJ Sharon 
Clingham who’s superb choice of music kept the dance fl oor 
jumping all night.

Make a note in your diary for our next event: An extra special 
Valentines affair on Saturday 16th February. 
Harford Primary PTA.
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CHILDREN

“A horse is a good companion”
by Duncan MacKellar

Some famous people in history
Have managed to alter its course.
That’s part of the story but some of the glory
Belongs without doubt, to the horse.

There once was a battle, cleverly won
When a gift was misunderstood.
That cunning ploy in the city of Troy
Was a horse, made out of wood.

In ancient Rome, men became heroes
By winning chariot races.
Their skills were fi ne but they crossed the 
line
With horses, pulling the traces.

Back in the days of dragons and knights,
Kings rode off to war.
At times of course, they needed a horse,
To offer their kingdom for.

Across the plains of the Old Wild West,
Cowboy legends abound.
Would there be such talk if they’d all had to 
walk,
Because no horse could be found?

In present times it can still be said,
A horse is a good companion.
No matter where, you’ll fi nd it there,
Whether mountain, valley or canyon.

Take it from me, it’s widely known,
From the North Pole to the South;
“The trusty steed is a noble breed”
And that’s straight from the horse’s mouth.

Look at the clues 
below and see if you can 

make new words by 
changing just one letter 
in each of these words.

1. Change FAST into a direction
2. Change COLD into a young horse
3. Change ZONE into something to give to 
a dog

Put a different letter in front of IVE each 
time to make words with
the following meanings.

1. A number
2. Plunge into water
3. A place where bees live

Can you rearrange the jumbled letters for a 
very old creature?

S D U N O R A I

Can you also use some of the letters to fi nd 
three 4-letter words
with the following meanings?

1. Highway
2. Fizzy drink
3. Fly upward

1. _ _ _ _
2. _ _ _ _
3. _ _ _ _ 

Word PlayPuzzle Verse

The rules: each of the six blocks has to 
contain all the numbers 1-6. Each number can 
only appear once in a row, column ot the small 
box. Each vertical column, or horizontal line 
across, within the large square, must also con-
tain the numbers 1-6, without repetition.

Solution on page15

SUDOKU 

Can you fi nd the hidden words? Each word 
ends with the letter T. Th e words may be 
horizontal or vertical.

Alpha - search

CARROT, CAUGHT, COMET, DIET, EAST, 
EXIT, FEAST, FOOT, FRUIT, GIFT, JACKET, 
NEXT, PAINT, PILOT, PLANET, QUIET, 
START, STREET, TENT, WEST

Alpha - search answers: 

Can you fi t the 
underlined words 
correctly into the 
grid? One letter 
has already been entered to get you started.

Word Play-Answers:
1. FAST-EAST
2. COLD-COLT
3. ZONE-BONE

1. FIVE
2. DIVE
3. HIVE

Jumbled word - DINOSAUR
1. ROAD
2. SODA
3. SOAR
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TIME OUT

COFFEE
BREAK

HUMOUR
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DID YOU KNOW...PEOPLE ... muscles 
to work out 

Josi frequently attends his church Bingo club, where every week 
a gag doorprize is given out. One week, Josi is presented with a 
toilet brush. 
‘’What the heck is this?’’ he asks the pastor. 
‘’Why, it’s a toilet brush.’’ 
‘’Ooh, I see,’’ says Josi. A couple weeks later, the pastor jokingly 
asks Josi how the brush is working. 
‘’Well, it’s okay, but I think I’ll go back to using paper.’’
------
A man and his wife are dining at a table in a plush restaurant, and 
the husband keeps staring at an old drunken lady swigging her gin 
as she sits alone at a nearby table, until the wife asks,
“Do you know her?”
“Yes,” sighs the husband, “She’s my ex-wife. She took to drink-
ing right after we divorced seven years ago, and I hear she hasn’t 
been sober since.”
“My God!” says the wife, “Who would think a person could go 
on celebrating that long?”
------
Theres a zoo that I know that only has one dog.  Its a Shih tzu.

 If you would like to take part, we need a good picture of you (which 
we can do) and your top 3 - it could be your top 3 movies, songs, 
books or cars. It could be your top 3 places on St Helena, or top 3 
achievements. The more interesting the better chance of being chosen, 
as we will only print 1 per week! Email: news@shbc.sh with subject 
heading, top 3.

Martin Henry, HTH

1. Heart

2. Triceps 

3. Shoulders

• Whale oil was used in automobile transmissions as late 
as 1973.
• Your home is ten times more likely to have a fi re than 
be burglarized!
• There are no rental cars in Bermuda.
• A group of kangaroos is called a mob.
• At birth, a panda bear is smaller than a mouse
• Only 1 person in 2 billion will live to be 116.
• Babies that are breastfed are more likely to be slimmer 
as adults than those that are not breastfed.
• If you put a raisin in a fresh glass of champagne, it will 
rise and fall continuously.
• Baby beavers are called kittens.
• You have no sense of smell when you’re sleeping!
• The venom of a small scorpion is much more toxic than 
the venom of a large scorpion.
• If you’re over 100 years old, there’s an 80% chance 
you’re a woman.

TIME TO REBOOT - Going back to 17 January
1977: Gilmore executed by fi ring squad. Gary Gilmore, the convicted murderer, 
was executed today by fi ring squad in the Utah state prison in Salt Lake City. This 
is the fi rst execution to have been carried out in the United States for almost 10 
years. Gilmore, 36, was sentenced to death for the murder in 1976 of a motel clerk 
in Provo, Utah.

1983: BBC wakes up to morning TV. People switched on their televisions a little 
earlier than usual to catch Britain’s fi rst breakfast news programme. The BBC’s 

new Breakfast Time programme went on air at 0630 GMT, presented by Nationwide’s Frank Bough and 
former ITN news reader Selina Scott. 
1994: A huge earthquake has rocked Los Angeles, killing more than 20 people. The earthquake, which 
measured 6.6 on the Richter scale and lasted for 40 seconds, struck at 0431 local time (1231 GMT). More 
than 1,000 people have been injured and the death toll is expected to rise as rescuers continue to pull bod-
ies from collapsed buildings. 

Famous Birthdays
17 Jan - 23 Jan

Jim Carey (51)
US Actor - 17 Jan

Muhammad Ali (71)
Famous Boxer - 17 Jan

Dolly Parton (67)
Country Singer - 19 Jan

Gary Barlow (42)
Singer with Take That - 20 Jan

WUZZLE
A wuzzle is a saying/phrase that is made up of a display of words, in an 
interesting way. The object is to try to fi gure out the well-known saying, 
person, place, or thing that each wuzzle is meant to represent.  

Answers on page 15
FUN QUOTES

“Maths is fun, it teaches you life and death 
information, like when you’re cold, you 

should go to a corner since it’s 90 degrees 
there.”
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Despite the success of bringing the new en-

gines at the power station online early, many 
residents continue to experience frustrations 
with ongoing, unplanned power outages. A se-
ries of power cuts during last week culminated 
in an outage last Thursday (10th) night lasting 
approximately an hour and a quarter for large 
portions of the island. 
As luck would have it, a consultation meeting 
that included discussions on electricity and 
water utilities divestment, was about to start 
at the Blue Hill Community Centre, when the 
power cut occurred.
Head of Energy, Barry Hubbard, who was in 
attendance at Blue Hill, agreed things haven’t 
been too good in recent days, confi rming fault 
levels are probably back up to where they were 
3 years ago. “Obviously that’s not acceptable. 
We can’t just carry on doing what we’re doing 
without running in the wrong direction, so we 
now need to refocus resources to look at the 
areas where the problems are.”  
These problems are mainly down to a combi-
nation of faults on feeder 2 and incorrect set-
tings on some of the new equipment causing 

circuit breakers to trip in the wrong sequence. 
The circuit breakers are necessary protection 
devices located at various points along the 
electrical network, such as Pouncey’s and 

Hutts Gate. They are also included at the 
power station protecting each of the gen-
erators. 
The outage last Thursday night was typical 
of the current problems. There was a fault 
on the High Voltage (HV) line in Sandy 
Bay which should have tripped one of the 
circuit breakers along the line, contain-
ing the outage to a localised area. Instead 
the fi eld breakers didn’t detect the fault as 
they should; it was the circuit breaker at 
the power station that responded, causing 
the entire network to shutdown rather than 
just the problematic section.
I enquired whether the contractors who 
had installed the new power station equip-
ment had been allowed to leave without 
ensuring the job was done correctly.
“Well it’s nothing to do with the people 
that came and did the work out here,” 
said Barry. He explained a distribution 
network study was done by people in the 
UK, based on information provided from 
St Helena. That study produced settings 

that, in theory, would enable the correct 
discrimination in protecting the network. 
The settings were then applied by the 
contractors who installed the engines.
“Our gripe at the moment is with the 
people that provided those settings,” said 

Barry. “The network setting is a very compli-
cated piece of work and we’ve paid for some 
expertise to get it right and on the face of it at 

POWER CUTS CONTINUE
FEEDER 2 AND INCORRECT TRIP SETTINGS 
CAUSE CONTINUED POWER CUTS

Darrin Henry, SHBC
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Executive Council held a meeting yesterday to discuss planning permission applications.
The fi rst was for a new Fire Station to be built at Ladder Hill.  The application was approved 
subject to the provision for disabled access between the car park and Police Club.
The next application sought improvements to be made to the landfi ll site at Horse Point.  Plan-
ning permission was duly approved.  Among other points, the proposal provides for a civic 
amenity site for the public to leave unwanted items that could be collected and used by others; 
and a waste reception building in which waste can be discharged before being moved to waste 
cells, to reduce windborne litter and to diminish the attraction for birds.
The fi nal paper was an application for development permission for improvements to the Consti-
tution Hill road.  This item was deferred to the next meeting of EXCO on 22 January for further 
consideration.

PLANNING PERMISSION 
DISCUSSED IN EXCO

the moment, it looks like that’s where the issue 
is, so we’re pursuing that.”
The experts in question who provided the set-
tings have not been to visit St Helena them-
selves.
Feeder 2 is the other element of the problem 
causing the increasing number of faults. Barry 
explained the proven method of resolving this 
is to direct resources into intensive mainte-
nance along the entire feeder. New links that 
have been installed over the last few years will 
assist in this maintenance, allowing sections 
of the network to be isolated and worked on 
in turn, as the line is back fed to prevent all 
consumers having to be off at the same time.
This targeted maintenance work on feeder 
2 will not begin for approximately another 
months time, as the Energy Division are al-
ready committed to Low Voltage (LV) network 
reinforcement in a number of areas, including 
the Briars, Levelwood, Scotland and Sapper-
way, and also enabling work at Basil Read.
In the meantime, unless the ongoing commu-
nications with the UK experts turn up correct 
settings for the circuit breakers, electricity 
consumers can expect unplanned outages to 
continue.

Landfi ll Site at Horse Point

The normally sleepy Wideawake airfi eld on 
Ascension Island saw some extra activity last 
week.  A Delta Air Lines fl ight from Johan-
nesburg, South Africa to Atlanta, United States 
experienced an engine problem and detoured 
to Ascension to make an emergency landing.  
The fl ight was reported to be running on one 
engine.  The plane had 279 people on board. 
The pilot made a text book landing at approxi-
mately 1am on Thursday [10th] morning. The 
Hi-Fly fl ight airbridge en route to the Falk-
land Islands then arrived on schedule at 8am 
Thursday morning.  As the chartered Hi-Fly 
airplane was being marshaled into position it’s 
wing tip jammed under the wing of the Delta 
plane.  Delta Air Lines sent out a new plane 
which fl ew the passengers to their destination 
of Atlanta, Georgia at approximately 7pm last 
Thursday night.  The Hi-Fly airplane had its 
wing tip replaced and was able to continue its 
route to the Falklands Islands.  At time of print 
the original Delta Air Lines plane remains in 
the hanger at Ascension Island and is currently 
undergoing engine repairs.

TIP 
OFF
MISHAP ON WIDEAWAKE 
AIRFIELD, ASCENSION
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For nine years Wendy Thomas battled kidney 
failure with her husband Peter as a constant 
source of support to her. “People are always 
stopping in the street, during my holiday and 
asking me how I’m doing,” Wendy told me, 
“so it is nice to do this and talk about it.”  
We turned the clock back to how things began. 
After the couple’s 2003 holiday to the island 
they returned to Ascension where they worked 
at the time.  On a visit to see a specialist that 
had been on transit to the UK Wendy said, 
“She told me that she couldn’t get my blood 
pressure under control and we asked her if she 
had checked me for kidney failure; she said 
no.”  Wendy’s blood was checked and was 
told by the specialist that her kidneys were not 
functioning properly, but the full extent of her 

illness was not told to her as she was very ill at 
the time.   “They told me that it would be life 
changing,” said Peter, who was fully aware of 
what was happening at the time, “and that we 
would have to go to the UK.  Even that didn’t 
sink in, to say what was actually happening.  
It was a bit of a whirlwind because it all hap-
pened so quickly.” Wendy adds, “All I knew 
was that a doctor wanted to see me in the UK 
because my kidneys were off colour.”
Peter recounts his memory of Wendy’s fi rst 
appointment with doctors in England and re-
members overhearing a discussion between 
a nurse and a receptionist whilst they waited 
on their taxi.  “They mentioned her (Wendy’s) 

name.  So I asked if they were looking for 
Wendy.  They said, ‘is she here? Because the 
specialist might want to see her.’ Next thing, 
the nurse went to the specialist and then he 
called us and said she was really serious.  He 
said, ‘if you were my patient you would have 
been on dialysis a long, long time ago and you 
never would have got to this stage.’ Wendy 
was actually sick and vomiting.”  Her treat-
ment began almost immediately, receiving two 
big injections that counteracted the levels of 
high potassium in Wendy’s blood.  “The doc-
tor said it was so high he was surprised that her 
heart was still functioning,” remarked Peter.
Wendy’s fi rst round of dialysis was adminis-
tered soon after. “I tell you, after going onto 
dialysis I felt really good,” says Wendy with a 
laugh. “Before that, I couldn’t eat and couldn’t 
rest.  After I went on dialysis I felt great.”  Peter 
added, “She thought she was ready to go home 
and that was just after the fi rst treatment.”  She 
would visit the hospital; conveniently located 
just around the corner from where they lived, 
three days a week, with each session lasting 
around four hours.
Throughout Wendy’s time on dialysis she was 
given different types of dialysis.  Peter told 
me about peritoneum dialysis.  “Peritoneum 
is a membrane inside of you, that surrounds 
all your organs and peritoneum dialysis uses 
that membrane to fi lter out all the toxins in her 
blood.  So what they did is put a line into her 
belly that carried fl uid to the outside of that 
membrane,” he explained calmly and method-
ically.  Strewn around the crease of Wendy’s 
arm and neck are the visible signs of her treat-
ment that has left her with permanent scars 
from incisions and injections. 

LIFE WAITING FOR A TRANSPLANTSherrilee Phillips, SHBC

PATIENT 
FOR 9 
YEARS
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Life on dialysis meant the couple’s freedom 
was somewhat restricted.  “I couldn’t do the 
things I wanted to do,” Wendy told me, “be-
cause I had to stay in to do my dialysis other-
wise I would have had to take it with me but if 
I had to take it with me I would have needed to 
be very careful.  One of the worse things you 
could ever get is an infection,” emphasised 
Wendy who contracted peritonitis; an infec-
tion of the peritoneum. “That one is quite dan-
gerous actually,” said Peter, “people have died 
from it.”  Wendy suffered this infection three 
times.   With this thought at the front of my 
mind I asked Wendy about her lowest point.  
“Peritonitis,” the couple agreed.  “I thought I 
was going to die, it was so painful,” said Wen-
dy.  “She woke up that morning, the fi rst time 
she had it, and was so sick she couldn’t even 
disconnect herself from the tubes,” said Peter. 
Throughout the interview both husband and 
wife were calm and I had a sense that this 
calmness has been with them throughout their 
experience.  “To be fair everything is so fast, 
so quick that you don’t have time for your 
emotions.  You just get on with it.  In our life 
we had so much happening around this time 
that we didn’t have the time to think,” Peter 
responded.  He turns to Wendy, “for me it was 
that you were being looked after more than 
anything and you were coping quite well.  
She’s a strong woman.” Wendy added, “I did 
say that it wasn’t  going to get me down and 
it didn’t.”
Wendy was on the kidney transplant list for 
nine years and in that time received a single 
call at 6 o’clock in the morning to go to Bris-
tol.  Wendy had mixed feelings when she got 
the call.  “I felt I wanted to go and didn’t want 

to go.  We had to travel two hours to get there 
because they didn’t do it in our district.” Peter 
added, “We went there, stayed there all day 
whilst they did tests up until 11 o’clock that 
night before they came and told us ‘no’ be-
cause it reacted badly with her blood.”  
Soon after the couple were told that dialysis 
was becoming less affective and the need for a 
kidney was becoming more immediate.  “The 
doctors were concerned that after nine years, 
(peritoneum) dialysis would start to cause 
damage to Wendy’s other organs,” said Peter.
Wendy received a new kidney on 21 October 
2011 from sister in law Dorothy Warren, re-
ferred to as Dotty by friends and family.  This 
decision came after the couple saw an article in 

an English newspaper which 
said that a new procedure was 
being done that meant blood 
groups were no longer a re-
striction to transplants, Peter 
explained what the article 
said, “you could take from a 
different blood type.  It said 
that the procedure cleared 
your blood of antibodies so 
there were none that could re-
act badly to the blood type of 
the donor. So when we heard 
this Dotty said yeah, she was 
all for it.  She went and got 
herself tested and lo and be-
hold, she was fi t and healthy 
enough to do it.”  Both Wen-
dy and Peter are very quiet 
when speaking to them about 
their emotions throughout 
Wendy’s illness.   The enor-
mity of Wendy’s nine year 
wait seems to be taken in the 
same stride as they have with 
everything else right through 
her nine year ordeal.
Wendy said that her body 
accepted the new addition 
almost instantly and has not 
had a problem since.  “I felt 

really good after the 
operation,” said Wendy, “almost as though it 
had been there for a while.  All my colour in 
my fi ngernails, all of that came back quickly...I 
had my life back.”  Doctors have told the cou-
ple that the lifespan of a kidney is uncertain 
but ever the optimists they told me they knew 
of a case where a patient had a functioning 
kidney up to twenty years.
Wendy & Peter were on St Helena for Christ-
mas and New Year, their fi rst opportunity to 
come home since 2003. 
They are now back in Dorchester, UK, but 
with Wendy’s new kidney continuing to func-
tion well they plan not to stay away so long 
next time.

GREAT BUSINESS
 OPPORTUNITY

Glass recycling plant with moulds for:- Tables & Benches, 
Wall Cladding, Cottage Block Moulds, Rock Face Wall 
Mounds, Bird Bath Moulds, Large & Small Pavers and 

more.
Container for storage.

£40,000 ONO

Please contact 4259
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Mobile Banking January 2013 
 

 Bank of St Helena would like to advise the public  that Mobile Banking will take place again as of 
Monday 21 January 2013, in the following areas: 

 
Cashiers Office at ANRD Scotland    Monday, 21 January, 9:30 - 1:00pm 
Half Tree Hollow Supermarket    Wednesday, 23 January,  9:30 - 1:00pm 

Longwood Supermarket       Friday, 25 January, 09.30 - 2:30pm 
 

Save yourself the trip into Jamestown and have all your bills paid, make a withdrawal or a          
deposit, request the balance of your account, set up your standing order, you can even open a new 

account - all of this and much more from your nearest mobile banking station.. 
 

  H e a d  O f f i c e :  M a r k e t  S t r e e t  ·  J a m e s t o w n  ·  S t .  H e l e n a  ·  S o u t h  A t l a n t i c  ·  S T H L  1 Z Z  
T e l :  + 2 9 0  2 3 9 0  ·   F a x :  + 2 9 0  2 5 5 3  ·  e - m a i l :  i n f o @ s a i n t h e l e n a b a n k . c o m  

Established and regulated in St. Helena under the Financial Services Ordinance, 2008 and the Bank of St. Helena Ordinance, 2003 

Cattle Assistant 

For further information, please contact 
Arthur Williams, Livestock Manger 

on telephone number 4461 
or via email address: solomons.livestock@cwimail.sh 

Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc                               
has a Vacancy for a

Application forms may be collected from 
Solomons Reception Desk, in their 

Main Office Building,  Jamestown and should 
be completed and returned to

Marianne Young-Crowie,
Human Resources Manager, 

Solomons Office, Jamestown, 
by 25 January 2013

Solomons offer an attractive benefits package which includes, free 
home-to-duty transport, a Pension Scheme, Annual, Sick, Maternity 

and Paternity Leave, Training & Further Education Incentives, 
Discount on Purchases and much more

Job Purpose

To assist with the duties involved in the cattle 
operations for the production of beef  by agreed 
measures of standard delegated by the Supervisor 
or Charge-hand.

Salary will start at £4694 per annum, 
depending on qualifications and experience.

Duties will include:

• To undertake maintenance and repairs

• To assist with routine treatments and sick animals during 
outside of normal working hours 

• To cut thorn and other fodder crops for feeding cattle

• To clear land both manually and chemically 

• To carry out general cleaning

• To check the health of each animal each day and report 
sickness to farm management 

• To ensure health and safety requirements are met 

Special Conditions:

Out of hours work as and when required 
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FaithMatters Activities at the Army this weekend

Sunday 20th January
Praise and Worship Service at 

6.30pm at the Half Tree Hollow 
Hall. Service will be followed by 

tea and refreshments.
All are welcome.

Monday 21st January
Mums and Toddlers group at 10am at the Half 

Tree Hollow Hall.

There is always a warm welcome for you at 
the Salvation Army.

If you would like to know more about The 
Salvation Army’s activities, contact Lt. Coral 

Yon on telephone nos 2703/4358.  

Pastor Graeme Beckett

Seventh Day Adventist
Saturday 19 January 
9:15am- Hymn Singing
9:30am- Sabbath School
10:00am- Bible Discussion
11:00am- 12:00pm- Divine Service 
2:00pm- Pathfi nder Programme

Tuesday 22 January
7:00pm- Bible study at Guinea Grass, (home 
of Andrew & Shara Robinson) 

Wednesday 23 January
7:30- 8:30pm- Prayer Meeting in Church

Thursday 24 January
7:00pm- Prayer Meeting at Longwood Com-
munity Centre.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND     
For more information, contact Pastor Clack 
Tel No. 2267 
Email: grace4grabs@gmail.com

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul  
Sunday 20 January     2nd Sunday of the Year 
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,                         Cathedral
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,              Cathedral
3.30 p.m. Patronal Festival,                St Peter
Thursday 24 January    
10.00 a.m. Eucharist,                      St Swithin
Sunday 27 January      3rd Sunday of the Year
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,                         Cathedral
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist/ Parade, St Andrew
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist, 
St Helena & The Cross
5.30 p.m. Patronal Festival,             Cathedral

The Parish of St James  
Sunday 20 January     2nd Sunday of the Year
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,                  St James
3.30 p.m. Patronal Festival,                St Peter
Wednesday 23 January     
7.30 a.m.  Eucharist,                           St James
Thursday 24 January   
6.30 p.m. Eucharist with Healing and 
Baptism,                                               St John
Sunday 27 January      3rd Sunday of the Year
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist/Parade,      St James
5.30 p.m. Patronal Festival,              Cathedral

Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 20 January      2nd Sunday of the Year
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,                       St Matthew
11.00a.m. Eucharist, 
Levelwood Community Centre
3.30 p.m. Patronal Festival,                 St Peter
7.00 p.m. Sung Eucharist,                   St Mark
Tuesday 22 January    
7.00 p.m. Eucharist,                            St Mark
Sunday 27 January      3rd Sunday of the Year
7.00 p.m. Sung Eucharist,             St Matthew
5.30 p.m. Patronal Festival,             Cathedral

BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 20th January
1) 8.45 am Divine Service, 
Sandy Bay Chapel
2) 10.45 am Divine Service,
Head O’Wain Chapel 
3) 7.00 pm Divine Service, 
Jamestown Schoolroom
Pastor  The Wrath of God Part V – Real 
Equality for All Humans (Romans 3:1–20)
10.00 am Sunday School, Baptist Manse

Tuesday 22nd January
5.00pm Bible Studies, Cape Villa
7.30pm Bible Studies, 
Jamestown Schoolroom

Wednesday 23rd January
7.30pm Bible Studies, 
Deadwood at home of Winnie Thomas

Thursday 24th January
5.30pm Bible Studies, Sandy Bay Chapel
7.30pm Bible Studies, Blue Hill  
(Francie and Beattie Peters)

For more info contact Pastor Graeme Beckett
Email: graemebbeckett@gmail.com
Tel. 2388

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org

BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods

DEVOTIONAL MEETING
Thursday 17th  January 2013

8pm.

“Warfare and strife will be uprooted, dis-
agreement and dissension pass away and 

universal peace unite the nations and peoples 
of the world.” Baha’i Scripture

People Who Hurt Us
It is something which concerns us all.  We hurt 
people and people hurt 
us.  I don’t think that 
anyone can say that they 
have never hurt anybody.  
Of course I am talking 
about ordinary people.  
There are people who 
take pleasure in hurting 
others and we have ways 
of describing them: bul-
lies are people who want 
to force you to do what they want, and if you 
refuse they may threaten or hurt you in some 
way.  Then there are mentally ill people who 
for no apparent reason, go about hurting peo-
ple; perhaps not physically, but in other ways, 
like slander which destroys your reputation.  
There are many ways to hurt people.

What I really want to write about is what we 
should do about people who have hurt us in 
some way.  The natural thing is to be angry 
and resentful towards that person, and perhaps 
even beyond that: that person’s family.  This 
can (and does) go on for years.

In Mark Twain’s famous book, Huckleberry 
Finn, Huck meets two families who have 
a long feud going back many years.  In fact 
they can’t really remember how it started, but 
they still hate each other: The Grangerford 
and Sheperson families end up killing one 
another.  That is extreme, but this resentment 
can become a serious problem and robs people 
(especially the one who feels he/she has been 
hurt) of much of the best that life has to offer.  
Someone said that having anger or bitterness 
toward someone is like you drinking poison 
and waiting for the other person to die....and 
all the time you are really hurting yourself.

What is the right thing to do when someone 
hurts you?  It depends on the situation and how 
or why you were hurt.  If it was a criminal act, 
there is the police and the law courts.  If it was 
a hurt which can be measured in money value, 
then there is perhaps a civil case you can bring.  
But none of this is important if the hurt is not 
so much what the other person did, but what 
the bitterness you have is really doing to your-
self.  It is far from easy, but in such a case the 
best thing you can do is to forgive that person.  
In your mind, set that person free from guilt 
or blame and move on.  It is here where an 
understanding of what Jesus did when He dies 
for the sins of others.

Divine justice is satisfi ed, not because the per-
son guilty of offending God is condemned, 
but that Jesus was condemned in that guilty 

person’s place.  If Jesus did that for me (and 
He did!) then it should be a simple matter to 
forgive others.  In fact it is a condition. Do not 
expect God’s forgiveness, if you are unwilling 
to forgive those who hurt you.  Remember the 
Lord’s Prayer:”Forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us”. You do 
not get forgiven yourself unless you are will-
ing to forgive.  The Bible makes that clear over 
and over (Mark 11:25; Ephesians 4:31 & 32; 
Matthew 18: 21 to 35).  Some may ask: Where 
is the justice? Answer: Leave that to the Judge.
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Mark Brumbill, who will be on 
island initially for two years, 
will work to develop fi sheries 
on island which will contribute 
to the growth of the economy. 
In an interview with Mark and Rob Midwin-
ter, Director of ESH, Rob gave an overview 
of Mark’s role, “He has been brought in to 
work within ESH but predominantly with the 
stake holders across the whole supply chain 
from catching the fi sh to landing the fi sh, to 
processing the fi sh and shipping the fi sh out, 

looking at trying to minimise costs on the is-
land and maximise the return that hopefully 
will go back into the fi shermen’s pockets.” 
Mark fi rmly believes there is “large potential 
of development in island’s fi shery. Otherwise 
I would not have taken this position and I’m 
hugely excited at the potential.”
Mark’s overall goal is to grow the fi shing in-
dustry on St. Helena, “to enable the product to 
be exported to other countries worldwide and 

also supply for the local industry in terms of 
the growth of hotels, tourism, etc,” comment-
ed Mark. He will be working on a wide range 
of areas, “I’ll be working on fi shing methods, 
how to increase the production, how to operate 
in times of high and low fi shing availability.”
Having previously worked 
in Brazil in a similar 
scenario to St Helena, in 
terms of sustainability 
and fi shing, Mark com-
mented, “As long as the 
fi sheries are managed 
correctly there should 
be a lot of scope for in-
creasing catches. What 
we also have to consider 
is the fi shermen on the is-
land presently are fi shing 
in the local waters of 12 

miles out. You have two 
signifi cant sea mounts 
in the area, which will 
have the potential for in-
creased catches and if ul-
timately we look at larger 
vessels, we have the po-

tential to head out into international waters 
between here and Ascension where there are 
further sea features that offer potential.” Not 
only would long line fi shing increase catches, 
there is a market of untapped potential. Re-
ports of large crab colonies have been identi-

“White Marlin is 
caught off Cabo 

Frio and two 
other places in the 
world. One of the 

other places is 
St Helena.”

Enterprise St Helena (ESH) announce the appointment of 
Commercial Fisheries Development Manager, Mark Brumbill 

By Chloe Terry, SHBC

“... if ultimately we look at 
larger vessels, we have the 
potential to head out into 

international waters between 
here and Ascension...”

FISHING
AN UNTAPPED 
MARKET OFFSHORE
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Mark Brumbill, 
Commercial Fisheries 
Development Manager
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fi ed offshore which if caught could open doors 
to a new source of income, “if we’re moving 
towards tourism, there are species that we’re 
not targeting at the moment, swordfi sh, crab, 
that again could be targeted in the future,” 
mentioned Rob. 

Long line fi shing is an area that Mark will 
defi nitely be focusing on. “There are numer-
ous ways that that can be achieved, obviously 
the ideal would be some private investment,” 
explained Mark, “There would also be the 
possibility to bring foreign fl ag vessels into 
operating the area, but that is not an area that 
I’m going to be focusing on initially because 
I want to see the fi shing industry developed 
for St Helena and its community. In the future 
if we have to look for foreign fi shing vessels 
then that would be a consideration that needs 
to be made but that’s not in my immediate 
thought process.”
Another area that is in Mark’s remit to initiate 
and develop is sport fi shing. Mark was pre-
viously based in Cabo Frio in Brazil, which 
hosted one of the last Marlin world sport fi sh-
ing championships. “An interesting fact is that 
the White Marlin is caught off Cabo Frio and 
two other places in the world. One of the other 
places is St Helena,” informed Mark. “This 
is a fantastic opportunity to attract people to 
come here specifi cally for Marlin sport fi sh-
ing, also Tuna and the other species that are 
available, it needs to be marketed...  We need 
to be promoting ourselves 
in these areas and trying 
to develop the sport fi sh-
ing industry because I am 
absolutely certain that the 
opportunities are there 
and it’s interaction with 
the tourism industry is 
fantastic.”
Growth in this indus-
try would boost tourism 
development and eco-
nomic growth. How-
ever currently there are 
limitations, “in terms of 
the export of fi sh,” com-
mented Mark, “but once 
the airport arrives, new 
markets will immediately 
open up and we’re going 
to deal with a very differ-
ent potential for export, 
and I believe this will 
signifi cantly improve the 
situation for fi shermen 
even based with existing 
level of catches.” Due to 
the current limitations of 
exportation St Helenian 
fi sh produce is not being 

sold in the high end market, where it poten-
tially could be. “I can say categorically that 
the fi sh is very high quality and would have an 
instant appeal in international markets should 
it be possible to send the fresh product there 
today,” enlightened Mark. 
So when is it expected to see results? “I will 
be looking and involving myself and interact-
ing with all the key stakeholders within the 
industry during the next three months. From 
that a plan will be developed to defi ne a way 
forward for the industry. To put a timescale on 
that depends on so many factors: interest by 
the private sector, fi nancial support, etc. It is 
impossible for me at this stage to give clear de-
fi ned timescales.” However Mark stated, “The 
only thing I can say is I am totally committed 
to this. I believe it will move forward and I’m 
here for the long term. I’m not a person that 
gives up easily. I won’t let obstacles stand in 
my way and I want to see the fi shery develop-
ment, developed for the island, people and its 
fi shing community.”
Rob hopes that the public will support this 
venture, “It is important for people to engage 
with Mark. He’s here to support the industry 
not work against it; we will need to develop 
an action plan as part of our business case to 
get the funding from DFID, now we’ve got 
this opportunity people do need to come on-
board. Otherwise it’s going to be a missed op-
portunity. We’ve organised an informal meet 
and greet, we really would like the industry 
players to come and meet with Mark.” Mark 
added, “I’m a very approachable person, I’ll 
listen to people’s problems, try and fi nd solu-
tions and I’m prepared to interact with people, 
listen and try to fi nd the correct way forward 
for everybody.”

“We need to be promoting 
ourselves in these areas and 
trying to develop the sport 

fi shing industry”

St Helena Disabled Persons 
Aid Society
Newspaper bingo for 2013
Books now on sale at A & D’S 
Mini Mart, Philip John’s at St 
Paul’s, Yon’s New Ground 
Shop, Y&T, Rose and Crown, 
Longwood Supermarket and 
Maisies
Starts 24 January
The Disabled Society would 
to thank these shops for 
their support in selling bingo 
books on our behalf

 

f 

f 
Rob Midwinter, 
Director of Enterprise 
St Helena

VOLLEYBALL NEWS
Sunday 20 January 2013 2:15 pm
Ballsy Ladies v All Star Hot Shotz
Umpires/lines: Saints Served Hot & Volley 
Diggers
Organiser: Ballsy Ladies

Sunday 20 January 2013 2:45 pm
Saints Served Hot v Volley Diggers
Umpires/lines: Ballsy Ladies & All Star Hot 
Shotz
Organiser Saints Served Hot

Players are asked to be on time for matches 
(please note the new times) and Captains 
should ensure teams warm up before match 
start.
Organisers are required to be at the Hall at 
least 15 minutes before the match.

VOLLEYBALL TRAINING
Monday night training has resumed, 
6.30pm Prince Andrew School Hall.

Participants are reminded this is a training 
session; therefore appropriate clothing and 
footwear are required.
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Gordon Strachan has been confi rmed as the 
new manager of Scotland. The former Celtic 
and Middlesbrough boss replaces Craig Lev-
ein, who was sacked in November. Strachan 
has signed a contract that will cover the re-
mainder of the current World Cup qualifying 
campaign and the Euro 2016 qualifi ers. “I’m 
very proud but also my family are proud. The 
time is right for me to be able to take a job like 
this,” he said after his appointment was an-
nounced. “There’ll be rough times but I hope 
there’ll be good times too.”
There have been a number of high-profi le 
incidents of racism in the last 18 months and 
there was fresh debate about the issue when 
AC Milan  midfi elder Kevin-Prince Boateng 
and his team-mates recently walked off the 
pitch during a friendly after receiving abuse 
from the terraces.FIFA last week ordered the 
Bulgarian and Hungarian football associa-
tions to play a game behind closed doors in re-
sponse to racist incidents and Blatter believes 
this punishment should serve as a warning that 
severe action will be taken. “We have already 
tried and you have given, in Great Britain, the 
best example of how to eradicate violence in 
football with the modern stadia, with the con-
trols and education that this is the one thing. 
I think a more radical solution would be de-
duction of points. Deduction of points would 
have a better impact on that than any other 
sanction.”
Rory McIlroy has been unveiled as Nike’s 
new brand ambassador at a special media con-
ference in the Fairmont Bab Al Bahr Hotel in 
Abu Dhabi. The switch to Nike, where he will 
join Tiger Woods,  will put the world number 
one amongst the highest paid sports stars in the 
world. Although the exact length of the deal 
was not revealed, it has been widely reported 
to be a 10-year contract worth as much as 
£150million if McIlroy,  previously with Title-
ist, goes on winning majors. McIlroy will use 
Nike’s full range of clubs, balls, clothing and 
accessories, with the clubs used competitive-
ly for the fi rst time in the Abu Dhabi  HSBC 
Championship later this week. “I chose Nike 
for a number of reasons,” McIlroy said. “It’s 
a company and a brand that really resonates 
with me. It’s young. It’s athletic. It’s innova-
tive. They are committed to being the best, 
as am I. Signing with Nike is another step to-
wards living out my dream.”

Golfers at Longwood Golf Club

Weekly Golf  News

My apologies to Brian (Peachie) Coleman who 
was the player who holed out in two last week 
and not Martin (Jackson) Buckley as I previ-
ously reported.
Two competitions were played over the week-
end as scheduled.  On Saturday 12 January 14 
players in teams of 2, took part in the Green-
some which was played to each players full 
handicap and to a medal format.
In fi rst place on net 58 (10 under par) was Hel-
ena and Jeffrey Stevens, Helena has a handicap 
of 30 and Jeffrey plays off 5.  In the runner up 
position was John Joshua and Cecil Thomas on 
64, John has a handicap of 10 and Cecil 16, they 
were closely followed by Eric Roberts and Law-
son Henry on 65, Eric has a handicap of 16 and 
Lawson 3.
Only one team namely Donald Bowers and 
Henzil Beard managed to hole out in two on 7th 
hole to claim the ball pool. 
On Sunday 13 January 15 players took part in 
the Medalford, this game is played with 9 holes 
of medal play on the front 9 and the back 9 is 
played to Stableford hence the name Medal-
ford.  The number of Stableford points is then 
subtracted from the net score.  In fi rst place and Contributed by Lawson Henry

Longwood Golf Club

keeping his form from last week after winning 
the Champion of Champions was Brian Fowler 
on 15 and runner up went to Lawson Henry on 
16.
Two players holed out in 2 to share the ball pool 
that was Jeffrey (Foxy) who had 2 two’s fi rst 
was an eagle 2 on par four 2nd hole and a birdie 
2 on 16th, Larry (Nails) had his on 5th.
Congratulations to all the winners and to John 
Joshua for sponsoring the prizes for the Green-
some.  Next week’s competition will be on Sat-
urday 19 January.  This will be an 18 hole stroke 
play and is the annual competition sponsored 
by Solomon & Company PLC.  Please sign up 
by Friday 18.  No competition is scheduled for 
Sunday 20th January.
Members are also advised that the sign up list 
for the meal for the Dinner Dance scheduled for 
1 February has been posted and will close on 
Wednesday 25 January, please sign up early if 
you wish to have the meal.
The higher a golfer’s handicap, the more likely 
he is to try to tell you what you’re doing wrong.
Stay safe and happy swinging!

15 January 2013 saw another night of practice 
shooting at the JTRC, eight members turned 
up to shoot. Patrick Young made an early start 
to take advantage of the natural day light for 
practice in preparation for 2013’s Small Island 
Friendly Games, which is normally a day time 
sporting activity, we are looking into doing 
more day shooting events.
Patrick did well shooting his fi rst 30 rounds. 
Constantly adjusting his eye sight vision he 
shot 95.3, 93 and 99.3. After dark set in he then 
shot 96.1 and 96. Colin Knipe shot a 96 and 
95.1. Deirdre Maggott was not pleased with 
her fi rst 20 rounds, after shooting 84 and 81 
she was very determined to do better as she 
know she could. With much improvement and 
staying focused she then shot 90.3 and 90.
Kara lost it this week, she got spooked by the 

friendly lizards and lost her concentration 
shooting 89 and 84. Pat Henry found it a bit 
strange adapting to a different rifl e and shot 
88.1, 95 and 91.  Nicky George encountered 
problems again this week and shot 89 and 86. 
Chad Corker also found it hard keeping the 
rifl e steady, shooting 84.1 and 83. Mr Rex 
Young who last shot on 2nd October 12 came 
back to see if he still has a keen eye. Using the 
old club Martina Action rifl e he shot a 85 and 
then bettered it with 95 on his second shoot. 
A good night of shooting entertainment en-
joyed by all despite low scores. We’ll all meet 
again to improve on our scores next week.

Contributed by Pat Henry 
JTRC Chairman

Shooting News

Weekends 
Report Below
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CRICKET  FIXTURES
Saturday 19 January 2013 9 am, 
Western Warriors v St Matthews Lions
Saturday 19 January 2013 1.30 pm
Sandy Bay Pirates v J.Town Barracudas
Organiser Jamestown Zodiacs
Sunday 20 January 2013 9am
MATCH POSTPONED
Sunday 20 January 2013 1.30 pm
St Pauls B v Levelwood All Starz
Organiser Levelwood Rebels

CRICKET RESULTS

Wstrn Warriors 20 Lvlwd Rebels 8

Nico Ellick 40 
Gareth Johnson 3/16

Ralph Knipe 58
Delroy Leo 3/29

Saturday 12th Jan 2013

219/9 172 all out

S.Bay Pirates 5 HTH Dolphins 20

Darren Isaac 17
C Henry 3/16

Chris Owen 38
Greg Phillips 4/8

71 all out 203/8

Ralph Knipe 3, Christen Leo 2, N Ellick 1

Tris Moyce 3, Greg Phillips 2, Chris Owen 1

Longwood Bees 4 St Pauls B 20

Wilson Clingham 41
Martin Plato 2/42

Cliff Richards 54
AJ Bennett 3/26

143 all out 146/2

C Lawrence 3, C Richards 2, W Clingham 1
J.Town Barracudas 20 J.Town Zodiacs 3

Gavin George 32*
Carlyn Yon 5/21

Anders Bowers 21
Jamie Essex 1/14

117/3 116 all out

Carlyn Yon 3, Gavin George 3, A Yon 1

Sunday 13th Jan 2013

continued from back page

““Theres only one JAMESTOWN!Theres only one JAMESTOWN!””

Barracudas gather after taking the wicket of Tyrel Ellick

Barracudas win “The clash of the Titans”Barracudas win “The clash of the Titans”

The Zodiacs were now 17-1 without a single 
run being scored from the bat. Anders Bowers 
came in at number 3 and joined Jerry Roberts 
at the wicket. An extremely lethargic partner-
ship of 31 followed before Roberts was clean 
bowled by the extremely pacey and tidy An-
drew Yon for 2 in the 13th over, somewhat ex-
plaining my reference to lethargy. At this stage 
you had a sense that the Barracuda’s were 
more than happy with the position, after the 
poor start, at 48-2. The sixteenth over saw the 
introduction of the most penetrative bowler 
on the day, Carlyn Yon, who I had never seen 
bowl before. Bowling his seven over’s of me-
dium pace consecutively returned fi gures of 
7-0-22-5, a much coveted 5 wickets. C Yon 
was ably supported by the economical A Yon, 
O’Bey and Spencer Fowler, whilst D George 
picked up the important wicket of Bowers, 
stumped for 21.  As a result of two run outs the 
Zodiacs innings stumbled to 116 all out.

The total never seemed enough and the Barra-
cudas seemingly without trying too hard were 
always scoring at twice the required run rate. 
A couple of tidy catches from Roberts, who 
could make a little extra money from coach-
ing the Longwood Bees in the art, dismissed D 
George and A Yon. Smart wicket keeping from 
the returning Terry Richards saw the demise of 
O’Bey. A tidy unbeaten 32 from Gavin George 
and cameo’s from Anthony Thomas (21*) and 
A Yon (26) saw the Jamestown Barracudas 
home comfortably from just 17 over’s. I know 
I am tempting fate (it ain’t over till it’s over) 
but it would seem to be the Barracudas title 
to lose at this point. However I have noticed 
that their big wins this season against their 
main rivals were both chasing the score, and 
they did struggle to chase Levelwood Allstar’s 
small total, a couple of weeks ago. Maybe it 
would be different if they had to set the score, 
but they are looking quite impressive again. 
Ominous!

Zodiacs paceman Tyrel Ellick

Man of 
the Match 
Carlyn Yon 
(Barracudas)
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BARRACUDAS WIN 
JAMESTOWN DERBY

Les Baldwin

continued inside back page

Sunday 13th January saw what was expected to be the clash of the 
titans. The only remaining unbeaten teams in this year’s cricket league 
came head to head on Francis Plain. A very important toss was won by 
Barracudas captain David George, who had no hesitation sending the 
Zodiacs in to set the pace. You could feel the tension or should I say that 
it was patently obvious that this was a very important match, in the pa-
vilion. The fi rst over was bowled by Jason Thomas, who didn’t instantly 
fi nd his accuracy, the result of which was that 11 wides and a no ball 
was conceded from the fi rst over. Damien O’Bey opened the bowling 
from the Red Hill end with his usual level of accuracy, with just 11 runs 
coming from his fi rst 3 over’s with only two runs coming from the bat. 
Many captains would have been tempted, after the fi rst over, to take J 
Thomas out of the bowling attack but his second over was far tidier and 
produced the fi rst breakthrough of the innings by clean bowling Jamie 
Essex for a duck. It would appear that the inaccuracy of the fi rst over 
had lulled Essex into a false sense of security. 

David George (Barracudas) 
celebrates the wicket of Anders 
Bowers (Zodiacs)


