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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

CONTROLLED 
SHOOTING 
took place at the Horse Point land fi ll site on 
Friday, 18 January. These shoots take place 
once a month and forms a part of the bird 
management program in an area which is 
within sight of the Airport Development Area 
(ADA).  The activity, carried out by Environ-
mental Management Directorate (EMD), is 
hoped to reduce the risk of bird strike in the 
ADA. Ian Rummery is the Environmental 
Risk Manager for the EMD and oversees the 
controlled shoot.  “There’s a colony of pigeons 
which feed on the landfi ll site and it’s really 
the pigeons that are the concern,” said Ian.  
Although there is also a population of Mynah 
birds that feed at the same location, Ian said, 
“the technical reports we’ve had, indicated 
that Mynah birds aren’t particularly at risk of 
causing damage to aeroplanes, so it’s the pi-
geons that are a problem.” This is a relatively 
new activity for the department, “What we 
don’t have is a count from this time last year 
so we don’t know [if they are making a dif-
ference to the pigeon population],” said Ian.  
“Maybe in January the pigeons come further 
afi eld onto the landfi ll site, so we don’t really 
know that much.  From our point of view and 
supporting the airport projects point of view, 
we need to get down to as low a number as 
possible so we are continuing with the shoot.  
This is a part of a broader project and people 
know about the solid waste project.  Under 

Fourteen people attended the Jamestown 
meeting regarding constitutional reforms and 
utility divestment that took place on Monday 
evening.  Councillor Derek Thomas spoke to 
the Sentinel the next day.  “The main points 
(concerning the constitution) from the resi-
dents, were that they felt there ought to be 

COUNCILLOR 
THOMAS ON
DIVESTMENT

that project, hopefully  this time next year, 
when all the infrastructure is in place any or-
ganic waste that goes to the landfi ll site will be 
covered from the time it enters the landfi ll site 
till the time it’s put into the ground so it won’t 
attract the birds. That is the most effect way 
that we know to reduce the bird numbers.  In 
the meantime we feel that, what we call, lethal 
management of pigeons numbers is also useful 
because we want to keep the numbers down as 
much as possible.”  Ian reported that he felt 
that the controlled shoot was not making a 
difference in reducing the pigeon population, 
“We did towards the end of last year.  In to-
tal we’ve got around seventy odd shoots.  I’ve 
just had the report and the numbers are staying 
about the same” Ian said. SHBC  tagged along 
with ANRD employee Rico Williams who is 
the appointed shooter.  He told us that he has 
shot as many as 35 birds in a day and that the 
work was a slow process.  On the day we trav-
elled the landfi ll site with Rico for half an hour 
he shot one bird that he had placed in a black 
bin bag.  “We only have the one shooter,” said 
Ian, “although it is particularly more effective 
if you have more shooters, the risk of someone 
getting caught in the cross fi re is higher.”  The 
directorate was granted a license to conduct 
these shoots and it allows for one shooter only 
with safety marshals who patrol the length of 
the landfi ll sites in high visibility clothing.  The 
site is not closed to the public whilst shooting 
is ongoing and a safety marshal is located near 
the entrance to warn anyone entering.

ON THE PROWL
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS
more openness and transparency,” said Thom-
as.  “Council should take forward as a priority, 
local legislation for freedom of information 
and I did get an undertaking to take that for-
ward and see if that can be progressed.”
Thomas also reported that residents were con-
cerned for the role of Chief Councillor, an is-
sue that has been at the top of this consultation.  
“From the meetings to date it would clearly 
seem that the majority of people are in support 
of the Chief Councillor and the proposals that 
have been put forward.  There are concerns 
about the Chief Councillor being able to elect 
members of Executive Council and there are 
some people of the view that this should be 
done by elected members but generally people 
are in support of what is being put forward.”
From 1 April utilities will be divested and pro-
vided by Saint Helena Connect ltd.  The com-
pany will receive a government subsidy for ten 
years.  This will be reduced regularly within 
the ten years, the eventual aim is to become 
self sustaining.  Residents of Jamestown were 
concerned about the expected 10% hike in 
utilities and asked why a consultation was not 
done for the divestment of utilities.  “The gen-
eral opinion is that the divestment of utilities 
is being rushed through,” Thomas stated.  “I 
have to say that utilities are heavily subsidised 
and when the British Government awarded the 
airport, it came with a number of conditions.”  
One of those conditions targeted reforms that 
would enable economic growth.  As result a 
number of government services were fl agged 

WINTER 
GREETINGS

Sentinel reader, Robert 
Kipp sent us this photo-
graph  taken on 21st Janu-
ary 2013 at his home in 
Langen, Germany, which 
is just south of Frankfurt 
am Main. “This photo 
shows our car with the 
world famous bumper 
sticker of ‘Radio St. Hele-
na’ and quite a bit of snow 
on top of the sheet of ice.”

Arrived on yesterday’s call of the RMS were 
the following Government personnel: Gov-
ernor’s Wife, Mrs Tamara Capes, Chief of 
Police, Mr. Peter Coll (and wife), Police In-
spector, Mr. Rod Paterson (and wife), Advi-
sory Teacher (English), Mrs Helen Wallis (and 
husband), Agriculture Production Offi cer, Mr 
Michael Cahill (and wife), Dir. Environmental 
Management Directorate Mrs Tara Pelembe 
(and family), Financial Secretary, Mr. Colin 
Owen (and family), DIFD Representative, Mr. 
Eddie Palmer (and wife), Corporate Procure-
ment Advisor, Mr David Woosey (and family), 
Locum Surgeon, Dr.  Alex Wonner, Clinical 
Nurse Manager, Mrs Eileen O’Rourke, Nurse 
Education Coordinator, Professor Kathy 

GOVERNMENT 
PERSONNEL 

ARRIVING

as areas that could be privatised to make sav-
ings.  Thomas said that councillors were, “ex-
pected” by the Department for International  
Development (DFID) to carry out these re-
forms but, “no additional funding would be 
granted.”  He continued, “The Budgetary Aid 
will be reduced over the coming years.  De-
spite this, as a government, we are expected 
to introduce the reforms and that is extremely 
diffi cult.”  He also reported that council has, 
“tried very hard to lessen the Grant in Aid but 
to leave it as it is or even give additional aid to 
allow the economy to grow.  Let the airport be 
built and give the island a chance to grow (be-
fore reducing the grant).  This has been taken 
to the very highest level but the British Gov-
ernment is not prepared to do that.”
The 10% hike to utility tariffs was a result of 
talks with the DAPM team last year.  “We had 
to show last year in the budget aid settlement 
that we will put 10% on utilities for this com-
ing fi nancial year.  Divestment of utilities will 
mean that less subsidy is put into the company 
over the coming years giving Government a 
better chance to be able to do more things with 
that money.  We all know things are increas-
ing, like goods in the shops, tariffs have to be 
increased but we have to provide for the vul-
nerable and poor.  Unless we look at reducing 
and eliminating untargeted subsidiaries it’s go-
ing to be diffi cult to do these things with less 
money.  This is the main reason why it has 
been decided to divest the utilities.”

continued on page 5
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“Home is where your heart is”. 
This is an old Polish saying, which 
seems to sound very clearly every 
time I’m being asked how I’m set-
tling on St Helena. I arrived on the 
Island in late November 2012, and I 
was overwhelmed by the beauty of 
the landscape, richness of the fl ora, 
and what I discovered from the very 
fi rst day, the kindness of the people. 
Many might say it’s the best place to 
live a calm and happy life. I cannot 
agree more. But why do I still run in 
my mind to the forest, which I used to 
explore as a child, when here I’m al-
ready surrounded with amazing tropi-
cal vegetation? Why does a narrow, 
dark watered river, in which I learnt 
to swim, seem to carry more secrets 
than an endless horizon of the deep 
blue ocean? Or why does a freezing 
December appear to be more magical 
than the joy of dancing on the streets 
on a hot Christmas Eve? Even though 
these are only my personal feelings, 
the same longing is rooted in every 
one of us, often unrevealed, until 
one faces a death bed far away from 
their mother land. How could a life 
sentence on “the most extraordinary 
place on Earth” have been a condem-
nation for Napoleon Bonaparte? The 
houses he stayed in were decent and 
well maintained, the paths he walked 
spread along breath-taking views. 
However, visiting Napoleon’s Tomb, 
I could not understand why such 
idyllic scenery was saturated with 
so much sorrow. In contrast with the 
splendour and serenity of the burial 
place, it felt isolated, empty, lonely, 
almost forgotten. I felt a strong im-
pulse to do research about the death 
of the French Emperor, and I came 
across a quote from Bonaparte’s will, 
where he stated: “I wish my ashes to 
rest on the banks of the Seine, in the 
midst of that French people I have 
loved so much”. Reading this, shiv-
ers went down my spine, as it was an 
answer to my battle of thoughts and 
emotions. I saw our common human 
nature and the urge of returning to 
our origin, roots, and ancestors. Dur-
ing a trip on the RMS I met a Saint 
Helenian woman, who shared with 
me the story of her life. Living in the 
United Kingdom over thirty years, 
she was looking forward to the day 
she would retire and move back to the 
island. With a tear in her eye she said: 
“there’s no place like home”.

Edyta Drabble, SHBC

It is with regret that we announce the closure with immediate effect of 
our St Helena office. 

The office, currently, is non-viable economically as presently constituted. 

We may be announcing in due course details of an auction of some of the 
Company’s assets. 

 

R G Clark FCA 
Chartered Accountants Saint Helena 

 

 

 

The demand is high and in order for us to meet this de-
mand we need home owners assistance in obtaining 
more properties. Short term/long term will be accepted. 
If you have a property to rent and require further infor-
mation please contact Melissa on 2920 or alternatively 
email: 

Melissa.fowler@tourism.co.sh

BUSINESS UNIT 15, LOWER HALF TREE HOLLOW 
OFFICE TEL/FAX: 3664   VOICEMAIL: 2116 

EMAIL: RGCLARK@CWIMAIL.SH ~ OR ~ 
CLARKGEOFFREY@HOTMAIL.CO.UK 

With the Airport project on the way and 
increasing number of visitors, 

Enterprise St Helena requires properties for let. 

Happy 60th Birthday wishes 
for two special “little” boys!!

You both are still looking 
good for your age!!



5www.shbc.sh

ST HELENA SNIPPETS
THE SENTINEL Th ursday 24 January 2013

As a result of December’s trade mission to 
Cape Town that included Governor Capes and 
Julian Morris of Enterprise St Helena [ESH], 
an international hotelier group arrived on the 
RMS, yesterday, and will be visiting until 31 
January.  The Mantis Collection is a range of 
privately owned and operated hotels across the 
globe, chaired by Adrian Gardiner.  They have 
a unique collection of hotels offering unique 
experiences. A team of six will undertake an 
exploratory visit.  Whilst here they will as-
certain whether the island has the ability to fi t 
into its portfolio of top class hotels.  The team 
consists of Adrian and Shirleyanne Gardiner, 
Graham and Megan Vass, (Graham is Devel-
opment General Manager), Graham Moon, 
CEO of Mantis Development and accountant, 
John Erasmus. 
ESH reported that the Collection have been 
courted by St Helena over the last 4 years and 
are now prepared to undertake an exploratory 
visit to the Island to ascertain whether the Is-

MANTIS
HOTEL GROUP 
VISITING 
ST HELENA

continued from page 3
Rowe, Food Microbiologist, Gift Sibanda 
(and family). 30 January will see the arrival 
of Paul McGinnety, Social Policy Planner, 
to work in the Strategic Policy and Planning 
Unit (SPPU) in Corporate Services. As Social 
Policy Planner, Paul will be responsible for 
providing advice and social analysis input to 
St Helena Government policy. He will also be 
responsible for developing and implementing 

a national Social Policy Plan that supports the 
Island’s Sustainable Development Plan and 
the overall vision of SHG. Paul commented. 
“I am looking forward to being on St Helena 
and meeting Saints in what is a very exciting 
time in the Island’s rich history. I want to work 
across SHG and with Saints to look at specifi c 

issues that impact on everyday life, as well 
as future developments.” Paul’s last post was 
as Commissioning Manager for Children and 
Adult Services with Durham County Council. 
Paul has also previously worked for North 
and South Tyneside local authorities as well 
as for a private law fi rm in Newcastle. Paul 
is married to Lindsay, an art teacher and has 
two children, Molly and Humphrey, as well 
as a dog Winston, who will all be moving to 
St Helena.  Arriving on the same voyage will 
be Professor Roy Sainsbury.  Roy is currently 
leading a review of  the social welfare system 
on St Helena at York University. Roy will be 
visiting the Island for a period of two weeks. 
He will be talking with councillors, members 
of the public and offi cials to get peoples’ views 
on the Island’s welfare system, implemented in 
April 2011 and to fi nd out what is working and 
what needs to improve. The purpose of the So-
cial Welfare Review is to ensure that, in light 
of airport construction, vulnerable members 
of society who may fi nd it diffi cult to access 
the opportunities that air access will bring, 
are supported by an effective welfare frame-
work. Roy commented “I am very pleased to 
be contributing to the review of the social wel-
fare system on St Helena. The demands on the 
system are certain to change after the comple-
tion of the airport, so it is vital that it is up to 
the job.  For this reason, I think the approach 
that we have agreed with SHG – drawing on 
the views and experiences of the citizens of St 
Helena, and those of Councillors and offi cials 
– is absolutely the right one. I am sure I am 
going to be extremely busy during my stay.” continued on page 6

Could this be a possibility for St Helena  someday 
soon? A typical 5 star hotel room in the USA.

5 STAR TREATMENT
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land has the ability to fi t into Mantis’ offering 
and philosophy. ESH reported that St Helena 
relationships to date have been with Adrian 
Gardiner (chairman) and Peter Fleck (owner 
of the Last Word Group, part of the Mantis 
Collection with three hotels in the Cape Town 
area).  Previously, Adrian Gardiner was given 
a tour of the RMS in August 2012 whilst in 
port in Cape Town. The Mantis Collection is 
generally split into two categories, being bou-
tique hotels and eco-escapes.  The boutique 
hotels range in size from 6 to 92 rooms. They 
are represented in South Africa, Nigeria, Eng-
land, Holland, France, Argentina, Panama, Ec-
uador and USA.  The eco-escapes are varied 
and includes a tree top hotel and an ice hotel 
in Sweden, cabins on the Galapagos islands, 
and a camp in Antarctica. The group relies on 
referrals and repeat trade across its network, 
this being achieved by providing excellence in 
everything they do. Operating at a 5 star level 
the group achieves high average room rates 
and occupancy levels. The Mantis mantra is 
“Unearthing the Exceptional” and this is why 
they are interested in St Helena.

WEATHER NEWS
Don’t forget to cover up or slap on some sun 
block.  The sun is at it’s harshest between 12 
noon and 2pm, even on an overcast day.  Be 
warned!  Here are the weather readings from 
the Met Station at Bottom Woods and ANRD 
at Scotland for the past week.
              Bottom Woods   Scotland
Min temp  16.9C            14C
Max temp 23.1C            21C
Mean temp 19.2C            18.2C
Total sunshine 34.1 hrs            28 hrs
Total rainfall 4.8mm            6.1 mm
Mean w/speed 12.2 knots

ST HELENA SNIPPETS
continued from page 5

The new moorings in James Bay were fully 
utilised with the call in of the World ARC Ral-
ly fl eet last week.  22 rally boats were moored 
and many of the participants toured the island 
and restocked their stores during their three 
day stay.
Jamestown bustled with the newcomers.  Ca-
nadian Skipper John Cuzner, proving age 
is just a number at 72 is sailing onboard his 
yacht J’Sea with four crew members.  “We 
were welcomed to St Helena by a huge school 
of dolphins,” he told us.  “I like the water and I 
love adventure, I’m always on the go, the rally 
fi lls my need to feel active, meeting new peo-
ple and doing new things.”  John’s boat is the 
only one not headed to the carnival in Brazil.  
Juggling time schedules with his family for a 
meet up, the J’Sea will be travelling directly 
to the Carribean via Ascension and John will 
fl y for a reunion in Mexico.  He will then re-
turn and join the party to St Lucia.  John has 
participated in many rallies.  “It’s comforting 
to know that there is someone else out there, 
so if something happens you can call them.  
When we were in the Cocos islands we had a 
may day call from one of our boys in the rally.  
They hit something in the middle of the night 
and their boat was sinking.  The boat sank but 
we were able to save them.  The nice thing 
about it, within about an hour fi ve other boats 
in our fl eet also came.  The rallies are really 
great just to give you that little security.”  Giv-
en John’s youthful vitality we asked his secret 
of life, “Do it, follow your dreams and don’t 

try to be perfect.”
The Sentinel spoke to a young university grad-
uate on the rally, “It’s my parents yacht and 
it’s always been my Dad’s dream to do it.”  We 
asked his most scary moment during the rally.  
“In the Indian ocean I fell over backwards 
when I was on the fore deck.  I managed to 
hang on with my legs onto the railing and my 
head was close to the water.  My friend was 
also slipping and falling and I had to hang on 
and wait until he could come and haul me up.  
It was in the middle of the night.  At the time 
my adrenalin was running so high I was only  
scared after.”
Another Canadian rally participant said of the 
island, “We thought it was spectacular after 
9-10 days and not seeing any land.  We spot-
ted it about 30 miles offshore.  It was really 
quite remarkable because I was reading a book 
by Margaret Atwood, ‘Blind Assassin.’  About 
20 minutes after our skipper spotted St Helena 
there was a passage in the book about great 
leaders in history and a reference to Napoleon 
exiled on St Helena island.  It came complete-
ly out of the blue and out of context of the sto-
ry!”  We asked how was sailing the world on a 
yacht, “Our local member of parliament, Mark 
Garner a former astronaut said that sailing off-
shore is the closest thing to fl ying in space.  I 
think I understand that.”
The St Helena Yacht Club held a bring and 
braai for our rally visitors last Thursday night.  
Yachts started leaving on Saturday for Salva-
dor, Brazil on the fi nal leg of their expedition.

“Sailing offshore is the 
closest thing to fl ying in space”
WORLD 
ARC 
RALLY 
DEPARTS 
ST HELENA

72 year old John 
Cuzner,  sailing 
onboard his yacht 
J’Sea

FIRST 100 DAYS

Councillor Christine Scipio-O’Dean marks 
her 100th day in offi ce, today, since being 
elected on 17th October 2012. We will have 
an interview with her in next weeks Sentinel
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AVES Courses for February 2013 Part 1 
Are you interested? 

 
Course Title Date Time Trainer Venue Closing date 

Manual Handling 
Fundamentals 

1st February 
2013 

9am-12pm Anthony 
Thomas 

AVES Lecture 
Room 

25th January 
2013 

Manual Handling 
Intermediate 

1st February 
2013 

1pm-3:30pm Anthony 
Thomas 

AVES Lecture 
Room 

25th January 
2013 

Emailing 5th & 6th 
February 2013 

9am-12:30pm Mark Yon AVES IT Suite 29th January 
2013 

Fire Safety 6th, 13th & 20th 
February 2013 

9am-12:30pm Fire Personnel AVES Lecture 
Room/Ladder 

Hill 

29th January 
2013 

Emergency First 
Response 

8th February 
2013 

9am-3pm Anthony 
Thomas 

AVES Lecture 
Room 

30th January 
2013 

 
 

Note: These are individual courses 
Spaces are limited to 12 people. 

Spaces will only be confirmed upon receipt of registration forms by the closing 
date stated in the table. 

  For further information and registration forms please contact Reception at AVEC 
 On telephone 2613 or email: info@aves.gov.sh   

LETTER

On this Island we have none of protection that 
we would get from a Freedom of Information 
Act. I understand that with such an act we 
would have a right to have our queries about 
what is going on in SHG clearly answered in 
writing. It is still too soon to be sure whether 
we have investigative journalists in any real 
sense. I know that on this Island there are no 
secrets and if I want to know anything about 
anything or anyone I can go into the street and 
ask. I will get an answer, but perhaps not al-
ways the right one. We do not appear to have 
anyone in SHG who produces simple direct in-
formation on the effect of SHG policy changes 
for the public. Most normal people do not want 
to wade through papers or ordinances written 
by specialists for SHG staff or potential inves-
tors, neither should they have to. I think the 
Constitution proposals miss the point entirely. 
I do not care how the bureaucracy moves the 
chairs around the committee rooms and Coun-
cil chambers. Because we have a lack of clear, 
direct and simple to understand information, 

we should have Councillors who are out there 
protecting the interests of the public. I do not 
think we have them. I fi nd the whole way SHG 
in all its forms use Councillors very strange 
indeed. This is what I think happens. We vote 
for Councillors with a relatively low electorate 
turnout. Once elected, they seem to immedi-
ately become absorbed into SHG, almost like 
SHG staff. They are taken into committees 
and form part of the SHG. They then appear to 
be bound by the rules that apply to SHG staff 
and be restricted in what they can say to the 
public. Either that or they themselves do not 
understand what is going on well enough to be 
able to explain it to the public without slipping 
into SHG jargon. I cannot see how this process 
is supporting the public in the face of many 
changes, most of which are not really tested 
by exposing them to a well informed public. 
I would be far happier if Councillors were re-
sponsible to, and for, the public and were not 
just members of the SHG bureaucracy.Can 
this be put right? Yes, ensure that a reason-

able number of Councillors are not permitted 
to serve on any SHG committee, not even the 
PAC; their ONLY job is to look out for the 
interests of the public. I gather that the UK 
Government will only support minor changes 
to the Constitution. Perhaps SHG might like to 
consider saying to HMG, “We may have got it 
wrong and ignored our basic responsibility to 
keep our public informed in clear, jargon free 
language of what is going on and how will af-
fect them, please help.” Why do I care? What 
investment do I have in this Island? I love this 
island, I have been married to a Saint for over 
45 years and known some of her family for 
longer. I have St Helena status of which I am 
very proud. We sold up in the UK to move here 
and are very happy in New Ground. The many 
Saints I know are some of the most practical 
and pleasant people it is possible to know and 
I think they deserve better.
Nigel Dollery 
P.S. Is it true that there is a UK-sourced high 
level expert working on St Helena who shouts 
at Saints in meetings? Or is it just gossip?

THE PROPOSED CONSTITUTION AND US
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WORLD
NEWS
SNIPPETS

•A British grandmother wept in court as a 
judge in Indonesia sentenced her to death for 
smuggling drugs into the country. Her law-
yers have argued she is suffering from mental 
health problems and that she had been used 
as a mule by organised traffi ckers. A judge 
on the Indonesian island of Bali, said June 
Sandiford, a 56-year-old woman, originally 
from Teeside, UK had cared little for the 
ramifi cations of her actions and that she had 
damaged the island’s reputation as a tourist 
idyl. According to a report from the Associ-
ated Press, prosecutors had initially sought 
a relatively modest punishment of 15 years 
in jail, after she was convicted of smuggling 
around £1.6m of cocaine. But the panel hear-
ing the case said there was no mitigation and 
that the British woman had undermined the 
Indonesian government’s efforts to combat 
drug traffi cking. (source: independent.co.uk)
•In their second terms, many American pres-
idents decide to strut the global stage. Richard 
Nixon had his overture to China. Bill Clinton 
became obsessed by the Middle East peace 
process. George W. Bush was embroiled in 
the Middle East war process. It is clear that 
Barack Obama intends to be an exception to 
this rule. In his second inaugural speech, the 
president devoted very little time to the out-
side world. It is clear that he wants his legacy 
to be domestic. Gun control, immigration 
reform, fi scal balance, economic recovery – 
these are his priorities. In foreign affairs, it 
looks as though Mr Obama’s biggest goal is 
to be the president who brought the boys back 
home. He declared fi rmly that “a decade of 
war is now ending”. He concluded the con-
fl ict in Iraq in his fi rst term, and plans to pull 
out of Afghanistan in his second. (source: Fi-
nancial Times)
•A vaccine against one of the most common 
and deadly forms of meningitis has been li-
censed for use in the UK. Bexsero is the fi rst 
vaccine for meningitis B, which affects an 
average of 1,870 people in the UK each year. 
One in 10 people with the disease will die. 
A further one in four will be left with per-
manent disability, such as brain damage or 
limb loss. The European Commission has 
given the manufacturers, Novartis, a licence 
to sell the vaccine after considering its safety 
and effectiveness. Department of Health vac-
cination experts will meet this summer to 
consider whether it should be included in the 
routine jabs given to babies and young chil-
dren. Charity Meningitis UK is launching a 
campaign calling for swift introduction of the 
vaccine on the NHS. Steve Dayman, the char-
ity’s founder, said it was the biggest advance 
against meningitis since he lost his son to the 
disease 30 years ago. “Any delay means lives 
will be lost,” he said. (source: Sky News)

Coming up in early March is the Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual economic forum.  The 
event is targeted toward government person-
nel and those in the private sector.  Verlene 
Leo [owner of Leo’s Planet] has been drafted 
in as project manager to help spruce up the 
event.  “The event is to be seen as a day out, 
away from the desk but seen as something to 
be gained from,” said Verlene.
Previous forums have focussed on developing 
island industries.  This year the theme is ‘part-
nering government and private sector in de-
veloping and growing the island’s economy’.  
Guest speakers for the day should include the 
likes of Mark Brumbill, ESH’s Fisheries Di-
rector and Cathy Alberts, Tourism Director, 
informed Verlene.  “It would be great to hear 
what these leaders perhaps have in store for St 
Helena over the years.  This would be a great 
forum for them to share that.” In the lead up 
the forum Verlene is conducting a survey to 
get a feel of the topics their audience are in-
terested in.  In addition to the usual attendees, 
this year it is hoped to include Prince Andrew 
School students undergoing their fi nal year of 
studies.  “These are the individuals who are 
going to be the leaders in the future.”  Another 
group to be included are NGO’s [non govern-
ment organisations] and charities, reported 

VERLENE LEO COC PROJECT MGR

Verlene.  “They are not necessarily the private 
sector but these people are spending money 
out there and running businesses.” Have these 
forums proved benefi cial in the past?  “The 
reason we are trying to change it and make it 
more benefi cial is perhaps people were feeling 
it was a little bit of a waste of time in certain 
ways,” replied Verlene.  “People will go away 
feeling differently about the outcome of the 
day and you can’t always please everybody.  
This is why we are doing the survey.  To get 
a broad perspective on what people actually 
want out of the day.” Is the overall objective of 
the event geared toward opportunities from the 
airport?  “We’ve still got a few years before 
the airport takes place and I think it’s critical 
that people realise that ALL the private sector 
needs to be in place to be able to support the 
airport when it is up and running.  As much as 
the airport is something that we are working 
towards it is the day to day things of what’s 
happening on St Helena at the moment that we 
want to focus on.” Plans are in hand to host the 
day long forum at Prince Andrew School, al-
though this venue is to be confi rmed including 
the date.  “It’s going to be a jam-packed day, 
full of activity and there will be quite a lot to 
learn as well,” promised Verlene.
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COUNCILLOR OR GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL
what’s the 
     diff erence?

Councillor Derek Thomas led discussions on 
constitutional reform, supported by Attorney 
General (AG) Ken Baddon who made him-
self available to help answer questions from 
residents on the matter. Thomas briefed those 
in attendance on the proposed changes to the 
2009 constitution, and then accepted ques-
tions from his audience.  Nigel Dollery was 
the fi rst constituent to raise a concern, making 
the following statement; “There’s something 
very odd about the way this island works.  I’ve 
been married to a Saint for 45 years, I’ve got 
St Helenian status, I’ve lived here for four 
years and I expect to die here, so my com-
mitment to this island is total.  What bothers 
me is I think what happens here, is we have 
elections for councillors and have a very low 
turnout.  Councillors are elected and then ev-
ery single one of those councillors is put into a 
committee, and effectively they form a part of 
St Helena Government (SHG) and their whole 
bureaucracy.  Sometimes I can’t even tell the 
difference between a councillor and a Govern-
ment offi cial.  
Why is it, we don’t have 
councillors who are defi -
nitely not on committees 
and are there to help the 
public with their prob-
lems?  I go to a councillor but I’m pretty 
sure he’s more worried about what he’s doing 
on his committee than my particular problem.  
We don’t appear to have councillors who are 
dedicated to looking after the people, we have 

councillors who are dedicated to looking af-
ter government policies and working with our 
other offi cials.  You [the councillors] are a part 
of the bureaucracy, you are meant to be con-
tacting people and helping people, but I hon-
estly believe you are so wrapped up in this, 
you’ve missed that.”  The statement drew ap-
plause from other constituents and set the tone 
for discussions that were lively yet construc-
tive. One resident believed the idea of electing 
a Chief Councillor and then having the Chief 
Councillor choose who he wanted to join him/
her on ExCo was not democratic.  Another en-
quired:
“what will the salary 
of the Chief Councillor 
be?”  AG Ken Baddon advised that this 
would not be known until after the 2013 elec-
tions.  The possibility of the new proposals 
creating a rift between LegCo and ExCo was 
also discussed. Lengthy discussions led by 
Councillor Mervyn Yon ensued on the divest-
ment of utilities and a vast variety of ques-
tions were raised.  Connect Saint Helena Ltd 
Directors, Martin Squibbs and Barry Hubbard 

answered the majority of the questions, whilst 
Councillor Raymond Williams noted resi-
dents’ concerns. A major concern was that no 
public consultation on divestment of utilities 
had taken place. Councillor Yon informed that 
leafl ets and other documents had been circu-
lated concerning the issue, however residents 
felt such acts didn’t equate to a public con-
sultation. Having accepted that utilities were 
going to be divested, [public consultation or 
not] residents then fi red questions at Martin 
Squibbs and Barry Hubbard.  Tariffs were a 
hot topic of discussion.  Constituents were in-
formed that tariffs would increase by 10% at 
the beginning of the new fi nancial year, and 
carry through to April 2014 when thereafter 
tariffs would be under the control of new com-
pany Connect Saint Helena. A number of resi-
dents also enquired about the debts owed to 
SHG for outstanding utilities, but the exact fi g-
ure was unknown by the panel. After 3.5 hours 
the meeting drew to close, and I caught up 
with Councillors Thomas and Yon and asked 
how they felt discussions had gone. “They 
were really good,” said Yon, “really construc-
tive.” This was the fi fth public consultation on 
constitutional reform, so in light of everything 
you have heard tonight and in other sessions 
would you say the public are for, or against 
this constitutional reform?  
“They’re generally in fa-
vour of the proposals,” 
replied Thomas, 
“but they did make some valuable contribu-
tions in terms of how the executive council 
should be formed.  Quite a few people in the 
audience felt that once the Chief Councillor is 
identifi ed and appointed, the other 4 members 
should be elected by members of Council and 
not the Chief Councillor himself, they brought 
up some valid reasons for that as well. Obvi-
ously these concerns have been noted and will 
be taken forward with the other concerns when 
the consultation process ends.” 

On the evening of 17 January 2013, 
31 residents gathered at Kingshurst 
Community Centre for the fi fth public 
consultation on constitutional reform 
and public information session on the 
divestment of utilities.  

“Obviously these concerns have been noted   
and will be taken forward with the other 
concerns when the consultation process 

ends,” replied Councillor Thomas

KINGSHURST 
MEETING
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COMPETITION
NAME ST. HELENA’S 
FIRST MARINE 
LABORATORY 
                                                                 

Th e laboratory, based at Essex House will be used to 
identify marine animals, plants and fi sh, used for ma-
rine monitoring purposes and for education … 
…AND WE WANT YOU TO NAME IT!

MARINE BASED PRIZE FOR WINNER
                           
Provide up to three names –that refl ect a marine theme to:
Dr. Nikki Chapman, 
Nature Conservation Division, 
Essex House 

or electronically to:
m.nconservation@environmental-
management.gov.sh

Closing date:
Friday 8th February 2013

WANTED: WEBMASTER 
 

Are you a young Saint into Information Technology? 
 

Here’s an opportunity to be Enterprise St Helena’s webmaster. 
 

Drop in and see us, or send us your CV. 
 

We need some proven track record that you know your way            
around websites, know how to operate in the social media space,       

and can work to tight deadlines and briefs.  
If this sounds like you, get in touch! 

 
This is not a full-time job, but an hourly-based opportunity 

with very specific inputs and outcomes. 
The package will include subsidised broadband capacity.  

NEWSPAPER BINGO
Game 2, Week 1 – Lilac Card

45 numbers called in order from left to right:

89 14 42 45 60 
63 47 12 68 43 
54 56 71 75 90 
81 38 87 29 11 
52 2 25 10 53 
15 73 85 5 23 
77 86 80 4 55 
36 24 6 3 26 
19 8 83 34 58 

•If you have a full house please bring the whole book to 
Y&T before 5pm on Monday 28 January
•This draw playing for the £150 fi rst prize.
•In the event of more than one full house the winner is 
decided on the lowest number called moving left to right
•If more than one winner on the same number then prize 
is shared
•Numbers called using www.bingoport.co.uk number 
generator
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On Tuesday night another public informa-
tion session was held, this time at the Half 
Tree Hollow Community Centre. 13 constitu-
ents attended, along with Councillors Derek 
Thomas, Mervyn Yon, Raymond Williams, 
Tony Green, Head of Energy Barry Hubbard, 
Head of Water Martin Squibbs and Attorney 
General  Ken Baddon. 
Heated discussion centred on both the pro-
posed changes to the constitutional reform and 
the divestment of utilities. 
It was accepted by most constituents that re-
ducing the number of committees from 8 to 5 
and to have an ExCo member on each commit-
tee was a good idea, however concerns were 
raised about the introduction of a chief coun-
cillor. One constituent felt that all fi ve ExCo 
members should be held accountable and not 
just one person. “It would be a huge amount 
of responsibility on one person,” a constituent 
expressed.
In an interview after the meeting, Council-
lor Thomas commented on other councillors 
opinions on the role of chief councillor. “They 
supported the proposed changes because hav-
ing worked with the constitution now for the 
past three years, we’ve experienced problems. 
These proposes hopefully will bring about 
improvement of how business is done and the 
accountability of elected members.” If the pro-
posals are passed, they would come into effect 
after the next general elections. How would 
councillors make an informed decision on 
whom to choose for Chief Councillor if many 
are newly elected members? “I think we are 
quite fortunate here, where everybody knows 
everybody, so they will have the knowledge 
of peoples background and experience so that 

should go some way in assisting choosing the 
person they feel is the right one to be Chief 
Councillor.” If there is a tie between two can-
didates for the spot of Chief Councillor then 
the nominees will be given the opportunity to 
make a presentation to elected members as to 
why they are best suited to the job and mem-
bers would then re-vote. 
Councillor Mervyn Yon took the lead on di-
vestment of utilities. It was put forward that 
this divestment would save St Helena Govern-
ment £600,000 over the next 3 years which 
could be put into other government services, 
therefore the public would reap benefi ts in the 
long term.
However concerns were raised as to how the 
10% utility price increases, from the 1 April, 
would affect the public. Councillors stated that 
a social impact assessment is being carried out 
to safeguard the less fortunate.
After extensive discussion, it was confi rmed 
by the Head of Energy, Barry Hubbard that it 
is likely utility prices will continue to increase 
over the next ten years. It was voiced by a 
constituent that, “part of the MOU was to get 
Saints to return to the island, and my concern 

is that people overseas won’t be able to afford 
to come back, if we’re just continually pushing 
prices up and yet at the same time, the econo-
my isn’t really taking off at the same speed.”
Constituents also felt that councillors weren’t 
making it clear that utilities would continue 
to rise, and that consumers could be led into 
believing that a reduction in charges would be 
brought about soon.
After the meeting, Yon remarked, “There were 
a few hiccups where a few people weren’t 
very happy, but from the majority, their input 
was very encouraging.” Drawing on what was 
reported in the Sentinel last week that Martin 
Squibbs would not be renewing his contract, 
Yon stated “I should have said there would be 
no qualifi ed civil engineer on island. I was re-
ferring to taking the infrastructure through and 
not the divestment. The infrastructure is where 
the concerns are. Martin I believe will be stay-
ing on until we can get somebody in place and 
it should be pretty soon although we do have 
Barry there.” 
Martin Squibbs confi rmed in the meeting he 
will not be renewing his contract.
The meeting closed at around 10pm.

Chloe Terry, SHBC

“my concern is that people overseas won’t be able to afford to come 
back, if we’re just continually pushing prices up and yet at the 
same time, the economy isn’t really taking off at the same speed.”
REPORT ON CONSTITUENCY MEETING AT HALF TREE HOLLOW ON TUESDAY NIGHT
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DURING THE PERIOD FROM THE 1ST OF JANUARY 2013 TO THE 31ST 
OF MARCH 2013, SPEAR FISHING IS NOT ALLOWED AT ANY TIME OR 

PLACE IN ST HELENA’S WATERS. 
 

The Spear Guns (Control) Ordinance CAP 91 states that during a closed 
season, no person shall have a spear gun in his possession on or within 

twenty metres of any tidal water or upon any beach or foreshore or 
while swimming or while in any vessel. 

 
During this time most fish are at the spawning stage and it is 
therefore necessary to put measures in place to allow marine life a 
chance to breed and to grow into sustainable resources. The aim of 
the controlled season is not to stop people from enjoying the sea, it is 
to respect our oceans and it’s resources. 

 
Elizabeth Clingham - Marine Conservation Officer 

 CLOSED SEASON FOR SPEAR FISHING 

Dark-backed Tern, Comb Duck, Swift, Moorhen (water hen), Roller, 
Grey Heron, Purple Heron, Squacco Heron, Cattle Egret, Dwarf Bittern 
and the White Stork. 

EMD keeps records of any unusual bird sightings i.e. birds not 
normally seen on St Helena.  So if you do spot any unusual birds, just 
remember the date, time, location of your sighting, what type of bird 
and how many, and if possible get a photograph and send this 
information to us at Essex House on Telephone No: 2270 or email on 
env.assist1@environmentalmanagement.gov.sh 

UNUSUAL BIRDS WHICH HAVE BEEN SEEN ON  
ST HELENA RECENTLY 

With the start of the New Year the Marine Biodiversity and Mapping 
project is now getting into full swing. The first two months have been 
spent with me familiarising myself with St Helena waters (i.e. a good 
excuse to get out diving). As well as being highly enjoyable, they have 
been very productive with every opportunity taken to gather pictures 
of all the underwater creatures and collecting any unusual species. 
The photos are for a production of identification keys for training of 
divers for the island wide habitat and species surveys. January has 
also seen the start of the collection dives – hunting under rocks and 
in crevices for small invertebrates. Already several of the animals that 
have been collected haven’t been recorded from St Helena before 
and some even appear to be new species. These will now be sent to 
taxonomic experts for further examination.  A lot of time has also 
been spent in setting up literature reference collections, databases 
for historical records, forms for records of dives and sample 
collections and ordering all the equipment needed for the survey 
work. Equipment has also been purchased to go in the new marine 
laboratory including some high quality microscopes for use in 
identifying the different species.  A community talk was also given at 
the museum to introduce the project and included some exciting 
video footage of the delights of the St Helena underwater world.  
 
Judith Brown 
Darwin Marine Biodiversity and Mapping Project Manager 
 
 
 

DARWIN MARINE BIODIVERSITY AND MAPPING 
PROJECT UPDATE 

This beautiful but 
fragile lace coral 
was found in caves 
and crevices 

This month, EMD welcomed two new staff to the Directorate.  
 
Cerilee Thomas – Environmental Assistant (Policy and Administration) 
within the Environmental Assessment and Advocacy Division (EAAD) 
Shayla Ellick – Species Conservation and Environmental Research 
Officer within the Nature Conservation Division (NCD) 

NEW STAFF 
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Between the 25th of November and the 7th of December 2012, Annalea Beard 
and Leeann Henry from the Marine Section undertook seabird ringing training 
on Ascension Island.  The training was funded by the Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee (JNCC) and training was facilitated by Mr Colin 
Wearn a British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) ringer from the Army Ornithology 
Society (AOS). The training has now enabled all of the Marine Section staff to 
safely handle and ring seabirds in future works.  
 
Leeann has since returned to the island and tells us about her experience on 
Ascension.  “The training was practically based and involved handling a variety 
of birds of different sizes and a lot of walking in very hot weather.  We visited 
Mars Bays, Waterside and Letterbox for the training, time was then spent 
recapturing birds that had previously been ringed and details relating to each 
of these birds were recorded and added to the BTO record of the bird’s life.  
Catching the birds required a sharp eye and quick hands with a net as the birds 
liked to fly off when they were approached.  In addition, care had to be taken 
not to crush the birds or its many neighbours' eggs. Once caught the ring 
number and location would be accurately recorded. 
 
Work was also done to measure egg densities, a process was used to calculate 
how many eggs were laid during the Sooty Tern (Widewake) nesting season.  
Quadrats were also monitored for hatching success at different areas of the 
colony.  To do this, eggs in close proximity to each other are given a number 
and monitored regularly to see if they hatch.  Egg size and hatching success 
can vary from year to year depending on food availability.  The use of muscle 
scores to check the health of fledgings was also taught as this relates to food 
availability.   We were also able to watch members of the AOS attach tracking 
devices to Sooty Terns to see where they go when they leave Ascension as very 
little is known about this. 
 
Most importantly we were trained in the different techniques used to fit rings 
to the different sized birds.  Smaller seabirds like the Sooty Tern can be safely 
ringed by one person.  The larger seabirds like Masked Boobies (Gannetts) 
require two people, one person to hold the bird and another to fit the ring.  
Two people are used both for the birds and ringers safety.  The point was 
effectively driven home as various people acquired cuts requiring various 
degrees of first aid as training progressed.  Despite this, we fully enjoyed the 
training and the experience of working with a group of people who have a very 
varied skillset.  A lot of the skills taught will improve with continuous practice.” 
 
 
 

MARINE STAFF TRAINING ON ASCENSION  

Leeann has been advised 
that she has attained her 
seabird ringing “T” permits 
verbally from her 
instructor and will receive 
her official permit in due 
course. 

The   Environmental 
Management Directorate 
would like to thank the 
Ascension Island 
Conservation   team   and 
other sectors of the Ascension Island Government for supporting this 
training.  Also thanks to JNCC and the trainer Mr Colin Wearn. 

Marine Conservation 

The operational work of the Met Station at Bottom Woods is 
primarily to collect and record weather related data. This is 
undertaken at surface level and in the upper atmosphere.  
 
At surface level, various sensors are used with trained 
staff in observing practices to record basic weather data.  
Recorded data consists of air temperatures, humidity, 
rainfall, wind direction & speed, sunshine duration, cloud 
coverage and visibility conditions.  
 
Data is also collected from the Upper Air, using an instrument 
called a Radiosonde which is carried into the atmosphere by a 
balloon filled with hydrogen. The Radiosonde records 
temperatures, humidity, air pressure, wind direction and 
speed. This real time data is transmitted back to a ground 
based processing system, where the data is automatically 
recorded and processed, with manual intervention for editing 
and further analytical requirement. 
 
 The resulting data messages from these operations are sent 
to the Met Office for distribution to their customers and 
researchers who require this type of data.   Similarly, some 
data is used on island by organisations that need this type of 
data. 
 
Marcos Henry 
Meteorological Station Manager 

INTRODUCING THE METEOROLOGICAL STATION 

The Environmental Management Directorate in partnership 
with the Fisheries Section of the Agriculture and Natural 
Resources Directorate has recently placed a public notice 
board near the Front Steps at the Wharf.  This board is 
dedicated to issues relating to the marine environment and 
will be updated accordingly to allow all users of the sea to be 
as fully informed as possible. 

ENVIRONMENTAL NOTICE BOARD AT THE 
WHARF 
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The fi rst cruise ship visit of 
2013 looked in doubt two days 
beforehand; seas breaking 
over the sea front, not a good 
sign. MSC Sinfonia dropped 
anchor shortly before 7am on 
Sunday 20 January, as a skirt 
of white foam swirled around 
the wharf. 
Ten minutes was all it took for Captain Ciro 
Pinto to decide no one was coming ashore; 
no surprise to most of us who had seen visits 
called off for much calmer seas. What was a 
surprise was the subsequent decision to stay 
another day to see if conditions improved. 
Whatever the reason, there were over 1000 
visitors who were very grateful for a second 
chance.
There were in fact some passengers who did 
come ashore on the fi rst day from Basil Read. 
“Now that the captain’s decided not to disem-
bark all the people,” said a Basil Read rep-
resentative, “we are going to use the private 

tenders on the island to bring the Basil Read 
staff ashore. These are the people who went 
back on the RMS for leave and they are now 
returning back to work and then we’ve got 
about 15 to 20 odd people also coming back 
for 10 days on the island and some of them 
to stay here for the duration of the contract. 
We’ve also got some people leaving to go on 

holiday this afternoon, back to South Africa on 
the Sinfonia.”
At 6am on Monday another inspection took 
place. Harbour Master, Barry Williams played 

his part convincing Captain Pinto that condi-
tions were suitable. “They wanted to hold the 
tender alongside with just ropes only but they 
should be using their engine as well,” was the 

OVERNIGHT SUCCESS
THE VISIT OF CRUISE SHIP, MSC SINFONIA
Darrin Henry, SHBC

Inspecting the landing conditions 
on Sunday morning, before deciding 
conditions too risky to land tourists

TOO RISKY

“It was disappointing, we’ve 
come such a long way to 

visit the island,”
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advice Barry was passing on to Captain Pinto. 
“For us locals we fi nd the sea conditions al-
most perfect,” he told me.
Kerry Yon, Solomon’s Shipping Manager was 
pleased with the move. “Obviously it’s going 
to be very rushed with the ship leaving at 1 
o’clock and the last launch back at 12:30, but 
at least it will give the passengers the opportu-
nity to see the island,” said Kerry. “Yesterday 
when I was onboard there were so many disap-
pointed people.” She 
had observed pas-
sengers being able to 
see family members 
in the boats and the 
emotions of not be-
ing allowed off the 
ship.
Sentinel reporters 
asked a number of 
tourists both in Jamestown and at different at-
tractions around the island for their reaction to 
the off and on again drama of their visit. 
“I was initially very disappointed, but then 
I went and had a drink and laid around the 
swimming pool,” laughed one man, “but I’m 
very glad that we could come ashore today.”
“It was disappointing, we’ve come such a long 

way to visit the island,” said an elderly gentle-
man, “but when we got the good news, every-
body was happy.”
“Devastated, absolutely devastated,” said an-
other. “We did not expect it at all, so we are 
very, very, truly happy and blessed that we 
made it today. Unfortunately we’ve only got 
a short period on the island today, we had 
planned to come yesterday and get a driver and 
a car and visit most of the sights, Bonaparte’s 

memorial and his 
house.”
There were quite a 
number of visitors 
with connections to 
St Helena who came 
ashore on Monday. 
One of the more 
emotional stories 
came from a tearful 

Colin, born in Durban, who spoke about his 
journey, at Napoleon’s Tomb. His great grand-
father and wife were from St Helena. Colin 
was being shown around the island by his 
cousin, Thelma Richards. “We’ve really come 
to see her,” he said, “the opportunity knocked 
because we could get the vessel from 

”I never, ever thought that I 
would ever put my foot on St 

Helena Island. Never. The day 
has come. I am so happy about 

that.”

continued

Tourists wasted no time in climbing 
Jacob’s Ladder on Monday

Tour buses fi lling up Tomb Road

Souvenir photos at Napoleon’s Tomb
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Cape Town to St Helena and return.” Colin 
said he had tears in his eyes when asked what 
it felt like to be here. “This is my roots. I’ve 
come back to my roots. I was very sad when 
I stepped ashore. I never, ever thought that I 
would ever put my foot on St Helena Island. 
Never. The day has come. I am so happy about 
that.”

Some buses that had been ready on Sunday 
were committed to school and work transport 
duties on Monday, so a small number of tours 
had to be cancelled, including 3 bus loads to 
High Knoll. Scenic tours were still enjoyed by 
345 people, another 17 joined Basil George of 
Magma Tours for a specialist tour and 52 took 
part in prearranged walking tours.
The change to Monday also affected stall hold-
ers with work commitments, most noticeably 
at Longwood Green where at least 3 stall hold-
ers had registered an interest with the Tour-
ist Offi ce for Sunday, but no one was able to 
make it on the second day. 
In Jamestown the Tourist Offi ce registered 
fewer bookings for stalls than usual, many of 
those who declined said they now sell their 
stock in the Arts & Crafts shop at the Canis-
ter, so were happy to use that outlet. Uncon-
fi rmed – The Arts & Crafts registered takings 
on Monday in excess of £2000.
Blue skies accompanied tourists viewing Na-
poleon’s Tomb and Longwood House. The 
new observation walkway was in use at Plan-
tation, which keeps visitors on the outside of 
the lower railing fence. A few tortoises were 
out on the lawn but at some distance from the 
walkway. There was some disappointment ex-

Captain Ciro Pinto (age: 52) started his ca-
reer with MSC Cargo in 1993 with the rank 
of fi rst offi cer. In 1994, after two embarks, 
he was promoted to Captain of MSC Cargo 
ships where he remained for 13 seasons. In 
2007 he was given the command of his fi rst 
passenger vessel, MSC Melody. He is now 
on his 6th embark on board passenger ships. 
Captain Pinto has commanded Melody and 
Lirica class ships and was the Captain of 
Melody when the ship was attacked by pi-
rates in 2009, where his skill and decision 
making helped ensure the safety of all guests 
and crew.
MSC website

PIRATE FIGHTING 
CAPTAIN

MSC Sinfonia facts: Port of registry, Panama. 
Launched, 2001, christened, 2002. Built in France. 
Owned since 2004 by MSC Cruises, Italy. Tonnage, 
58,625 GT. Length, 251.25m (824 ft 4 in). Decks, 12 
(9 passenger accessible). Speed, 21 knots. Capacity, 
1,566 passengers (lower berths), 2,223 passengers (all 
berths), 783 cabins. Crew, 711. 
(capacity fi gures vary across different internet sources)

MSC SINFONIA

a regular comment was litter 
spoiling the island’s poten-
tial as a green destination.

Note: Light Dues are charged to vessels anchoring in James 
Bay and based on net registered tonnage. The rate is £1.80 
per net 100 tonnes, or a minimum charge of £35.

REPORT
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pressed at not being able to see Jonathan, or 
indeed any of the tortoises more clearly. The 
reasons for this have been covered in the Sen-
tinel before, the overriding concern being the 
wellbeing of Jonathan who now startles easily 
if approached suddenly, raising himself up and 
hissing.
It would appear that despite the 1 day delay, 
the cruise ship visit was a success. Enterprise 
St Helena (ESH) with the support of students, 
carried out a detailed survey of approximately 
300 tourists, and the “overwhelming response 
was positive.” Walks, eateries, the island scen-

ery, all scored consistently high. ESH also re-
ported loads of people enquiring about invest-
ment opportunities, including hotel investment 
interest. There were few negatives reported, 
but a regular comment was litter spoiling the 
island’s potential as a green destination. The 
advantage of a suitable docking facility for the 
island was also highlighted by visitors.
A few shops in Jamestown reported brisk 
sales, most noticeably in bottled water. 
In addition to the shop sales and island tours, 
the 1002 visitors who came ashore for the 
day would each have paid the £12 landing fee 

(charged for a stay of less than 4 days) and 
‘light dues’ from the vessel itself amounted 
to a little over £600. A £12,600 shot in SHG’s 
revenue arm that could so easily have been 
lost, had Captain Pinto decided landing was 
too risky.
The MSC Sinfonia departed St Helena at 
13:35 on Monday 21st, for Cape Town.
The second and only other scheduled cruise 
ship visit for 2013, is the MS Amsterdam, due 
on 15 April. Latest information for MS Am-
sterdam shows her currently cruising from 
Hangaroa to Pitcairn in the South Pacifi c.

Using the new 
observation walk-
way at Plantation

Taxi operator Robert Peters 
at the sea front on Sunday

All set for 
serviing tea 
in St James 
Church on 
Sunday

Empty stalls outside Castle Gardens on Sunday

Stedson George as tour guide, showing off 
the sights from Two Gun Saddle

New Basil Read staff who arrived on Sinfonia also touring the island on Monday

Visiting Napoleon’s Tomb

REPORT
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ON THE FARM
Can you fi nd the hidden words? They may be horizontal,
vertical, diagonal, forwards or backwards.

Answers:
ARCADIAN, BARN, BUCOLIC, CATTLE, CHICKENS, COUN-
TRYSIDE, CULTIVATE, DAIRY, DUCKS, ESTATE, FARM, FIELD, 
FODDER, GEESE, GOAT, HARVEST, SILO, HORSES, LIVE-
STOCK, MEADOW, MILL, PASTORAL, PASTURE,PROVINCIAL, 
RANCH, RURAL, RUSTIC, SHEEP, SILAGE, STABLE, TRAC-
TOR, HOMESTEAD,

Can you match the position of each hen (A, B, C) with its name and 
the number of eggs it laid?
1. Scratchy laid twice as many eggs as the hen at C.
2. Th e hen at B laid three more eggs than Chooky.
3. One of the hens is called Pecky.
4. One hen laid 2 eggs, one laid 4 eggs and one laid 5 eggs.

Solution:
Scratchy laid 4 eggs and hen C laid 2 eggs (clues 1 and 4). 
Hen B laid 5 eggs and Chooky laid 2 eggs (clues 2 and 4). 
Hen A laid 4 eggs and Pecky (clue 3), is hen B.

• Can you enter the words correctly into the grid? The letters in 
the shaded boxes will spell out the name of the mystery word.

CHICKEN AND EGG WORD PLAY

5 letters
INDIA
ITALY
6 letters
FRANCE
NORWAY
POLAND
SWEDEN
TURKEY
7 letters
AUSTRIA
BELGIUM
ENGLAND
FINLAND
GERMANY
8 letters
PAKISTAN
11 letters
NETHERLANDS

• Look at the clues below and see if you can make new words by 
changing just one letter in each of these words.
 1. Change PAST into something quick _ _ _ _ 
 2. Change MORE into a horse _ _ _ _
 3. Change KEEP into cry  _ _ _ _ 
• Put a different letter in front of ORE each time to make words 
with the following meanings.
 1. Extra  _ _ _ _
 2. Painful  _ _ _ _
 3. Part of an apple _ _ _ _
• Can you rearrange the jumbled letters into a 10-letter word for a
fl ying machine?
 CHEER PILOT _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
•Can you also use some of the letters to fi nd three 5-letter words 
with the following meanings?
 1. Group of church singers _ _ _ _ _
 2. Part of something _ _ _ _ _
 3. A job to be done  _ _ _ _ _
•Can you fi nd something funny in the words below?
 A BANJO KEEPS PLAYING

OWE
_ _ _ (Bird)
_ _ _ (Fuel)
_ _ _ (Nothing)
_ _ _ (Pinch)
_ _ _ (Short sleep)
MAP

• Complete the word 
ladder by changing 
just one letter at a time.

Example: 
CAT 
COT 
DOT 
DOG

A BANJO KEEPS PLAYING - JOKE

Word ladder:
OWE
OWL
OIL
NIL
NIP
NAP
MAP

1. PAST-FAST
2. MORE- MARE
3. KEEP-WEEP

1. MORE
2. SORE
3. CORE

Jumbled word - HELICOPTER
1. CHOIR
2. PIECE
3. CHORE

ANSWERS:
CHILDREN
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COFFEE
BREAK

DID
YOU 

KNOW...

PEOPLE

HUMOUR

... Music 
Artists for 
the end of  

2012

A funeral service is held for a woman who just passed away. As 
the pallbearers carry the casket out, they accidentally bump into a 
wall. They hear a faint moan. They open the casket and fi nd that 
the woman is actually alive. She lives for 10 more years and then 
dies. They have another funeral for her. At the end of the service, 
the pallbearers carry out the casket.
As they are walking, the husband cries out, “Watch out for the 
wall!”
------
A family of three tomatoes were walking downtown one day when 
the little baby tomato started lagging behind. The big father tomato 
walks back to the baby tomato, stomps on her, squashing her into a 
red paste, and says, “Ketchup!”
------
A man visits his aunt in the nursing home. It turns out that she 
is taking a nap, so he just sits down in a chair in her room, fl ips 
through a few magazines, and munches on some peanuts sitting in 
a bowl on the table. Eventually, the aunt wakes up, and her neph-
ew realises he’s absentmindedly fi nished the entire bowl. “I’m so 
sorry, auntie, I’ve eaten all of your peanuts!” “That’s okay, dearie,” 
the aunt replied. “After I’ve sucked the chocolate off, I don’t care 
for them anyway.”

 If you would like to take part, we need a good picture of you (which 
we can do) and your top 3 - it could be your top 3 movies, songs, 
books or cars. It could be your top 3 places on St Helena, or top 3 
achievements. The more interesting the better chance of being chosen, 
as we will only print 1 per week! Email: news@shbc.sh with subject 
heading, top 3.

Terri Clingham, HTH

1. Swedish     
    House        
    Mafi a
2. Calvin
    Harris
3. Example

• More than 10,000,000 people take a cruise 
each year. About 80% will do it in North 
American waters.
• There are over 2000 ports of call around 
our planet that cruise ships can visit. 
• About half of all passengers on major world 
cruise lines begin their trips in one of these 
three Florida ports: Miami, Port Canaveral, 
and Fort Lauderdale. 
• More people cruise to the Caribbean than 
any other destination in the world. 
• For some cruisers, the ship itself is the pri-
mary destination, not the ports of call. 
• The average length of a cruise is slightly 
over seven days.
• There are more than 300 sea-going cruise 
ships in the world. They can collectitvely 
accommodate over 300,000 passengers per 
day.
• The latest super-sized ships carry over 4 
thousand people (counting passengers and 
crew). They would dwarf the Titanic and are 
as tall as a sixteen-story building.

TIME TO REBOOT - Going back to 24 January
1961: The Hollywood screen star Marilyn Monroe divorced her husband, playwright 
Arthur Miller, after less than fi ve years of marriage. The divorce was granted in Mexico, 
where a judge signed the decree. The grounds of divorce were listed as “incompatibil-
ity”. It had been rumoured that the pair have had frequent quarrels over their differing 
lifestyles. Mr Miller had recently been working with his wife on her most recent fi lm, 
The Misfi ts, based on a short story he wrote, although the pair were reported to be barely 
speaking on set.

1965: Sir Winston Churchill died at the age of 90 with his wife Lady Clementine Churchill and other members of 
the family at his bedside. He suffered a stroke 15 previously and gradually slipped into a deep sleep from which 
he never awakened. Sir Winston died in his London home at Hyde Park Gate. Earlier in his illness, there had been 
crowds anxiously waiting for news at the top of the quiet Kensington cul-de-sac - but when the announcement 
fi nally came there was only a handful of journalists in the street. 

Famous Birthdays
24 Jan - 30 Jan

Neil Diamond (72)
US Singer - 24 Jan

Alicia Key’s  (32)
US Singer - 25 Jan

Oprah Winfrey (59)
Talk show hostess - 29 Jan

Phil Collins (62)
British Singer - 30 Jan

WUZZLE
A wuzzle is a saying/phrase that is made up of a display of words, in an 
interesting way. The object is to try to fi gure out the well-known saying, 
person, place, or thing that each wuzzle is meant to represent.  

Answers on page 21
FUN QUOTES

“Marriage is not a word. It is a 
sentence - a life sentence” 

CRUISE 
SHIPS
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VACANCY
Steward 

RMS St Helena
Main Duties:
  •Cleanliness and Servicing of Passenger Cabins
  •Meal Service and Cleaning of Servery area at Lunch and Dinner
  •Responsible for Cleaning and Hygiene in Crew Accommodation areas
  •Baggage Duties
  •Storing Duties
  •Any other general duties as directed by the Hotel Services Offi cer.

Start date:
12th February 2013 for training/overlap

Salary, Terms and Conditions:
Upon application

Applications:
Please forward covering letter and CV as follows:
  •St Helena applicants to Solomon’s
  •Onboard applicants to the HSD onboard
  •All other applicants to Tanya Price at BSM, email: tprice@we.bibbyshipmanagement.com or fax +44 1624 687280
Previous applicants need only confi rm if they are still interested, initially there is no need to resubmit a CV

Closing date:  
27/01/13

 
YOU CAN HELP SHAPE THE ISLAND’S FUTURE! 

 
Expressions of Interest,  

Directors to Enterprise St Helena (ESH) Board  
 

ESH plays an important role in ensuring that the island gets the future it wants. Key to this is helping 
the private sector take advantage of current and future opportunities.  

 
Enterprise St Helena is seeking expressions of interest from Private Sector individuals who would like 

to be considered for appointment to our Board of Directors. 
 

This is a strategic role, providing monetary review and direction, with each Private Sector  
Representative focusing on supporting one of our target sectors. 

 
We are particularly interested in hearing from parties who have links with either Tourism  

& Hospitality or the Construction industry and are keen to see these elements of the  
St Helena economy grow. 

 
For an informal discussion regarding the role and responsibilities of a Director please contact the   
Chair to the ESH Board of Directors on telephone No. 2163 or email: Julian.morris@esh.co.sh. 

 
Written expressions of interest should be submitted to the Board Secretary, Natasha Bargo,  

ESH Centre, Business Park Half Tree Hollow or via email: natasha.bargo@esh.co.sh  
by Monday 18th February 2013.   
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Situated at Kunjie Field 
 First building on your right. Car park is available. 

Opening hours: 
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays & Saturdays 

From 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm  
 

Contact Jean Fowler on Tele no 4044 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

FOR SALE 
Longwood Road

 
0.55  of an Acre of Freehold 
Property registered as Parcel 
No 105 with a small building 
that was once used as a shop.  
Water and Electricity Services 
are accessible with Indepen-
dent Vehicular Access 
 
Expressions of interest to:
Mrs Stella Yon

Email: 
sclingham@hotmail.com

Mobile: 
00 44 7733 09 1125

 

 
ST HELENA GOVERNMENT 

Assistant Internal Auditor 
This is a great opportunity for a talented individual to develop their career, 
whilst making a difference. 

The Internal Audit Office is small well-knitted team working in the heart of St 
Helena Government (SHG).  We assist SHG in accomplishing its objectives, by 
providing assurance on SHG’s frameworks, systems and processes.  

The Assistant Internal Auditor will be required to assist with the audit 
assessments of SHG’s systems and processes, through carrying out various 
testing methodologies such as interviewing, document testing and 
observations.   

The successful applicant will be responsible for working within agreed 
deadlines, therefore having the ability to prioritise work and work under 
pressure.  He/she must have good communication skills, both written and 
verbal, whilst being creative and able to use their own judgment. Completion 
of the ACCA Intermediate Certificate in Financial Management Accounting (or 
equivalent) is also required. 

Salary for the post will be paid at Grade C, commencing at £6,666, however the 
successful candidate may be required to serve in a training grade. 

 Interested persons should contact Helena Bennett on 2112 for further 
information of the post and applications. 

Closing date for applications is 05 February 2013, which should be submitted 
the Head of Internal Audit, Internal Audit Office, Post Office Building. 

WUZZLE SOLUTIONS
1. Play on Words
2. Get in Shape
3. Monkey on Your Back
4. Dr. Dolittle
5. Fooling Around
6. A Kick in the Butt

NOTICE BOARD
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Dear Ben

Just a short note to say, Hello. What have you been up to 
since the last time I spoke to you?  I have been keeping well 
and enjoying the school holidays.  
I am glad to write and let you know that I have fi nally 
climbed the Big Hill .It was just amazing!!  I was a little 
frustrated at fi rst but I put my mind to it and I reached the top, 
Hurrah!!!  
When I was half way up I slipped and went splash in the 
water. It took me quite a while to get out but I am ok now. 
My right leg   hurts from falling over a rock but I am feeling 
fantastic. 
After I fell in the water I heard a noise but I could not see 
anyone.  I shouted, but no one answered me. I was very 
frightened, my heart started to beat real fast, I panicked.  I 
heard the noise again, I thought it was Mole.  He looked up 
at me as if he had heard a noise as well. The voice said “you 
can climb the hill. You can do it!” The voice kept on saying it 
over and over, so I took a deep breath and climbed to the top. 
I am so proud of what I did.  
I look forward to seeing you next week and we can begin our 
adventures together.  
Write back ASAP!!!

Take care,

From Jessie                                                                                                               

Dear Selene     Clare Island
21st January 2013

Hello!How are you? Are you ok? 
What have you been up to?

Well I haven’t been doing nothing much, just walking my 
donkey called Mole. Whilst out walking Mole, I saw this big 
hill which everyone was talking about at school, so Mole and 
I decided to climb it. Mole was very good at climbing, but 
my legs were very wobbly, I couldn’t get the hang of it.
When I tried to climb the hill I kept on falling in the bushes 
and in the pond and I bumped  my head.  I kept on trying 
again and again, but I couldn’t  make it. My donkey Mole 
was going to help me, but I didn’t want any help. I wanted 
to prove to myself that I could do it by myself without help. 
Then I heard a voice. I thought that it was Mole talking to me 
at fi rst, but Mole was almost to the top of the hill. I thought 
that it was a spirit or a ghost or just someone trying to help 
me. I continued to climb the hill. The voice continued to talk 
to me as I climbed the hill. It told me that it would leave a 
gift at the top of the hill for me, but I would need to reach 
the top to get it. So I put my mind to it and made it to the 
top. When I reached the top I took a drink from the pond, so 
did Mole. In the bottom of the pond I saw an earring, which 
I think was the gift from the voice. I was very excited and 
thrilled to have reached the top of the big hill. It was a big 
adventure for me. I hope that someday you could come and 
visit me and I will show you the big hill that I am talking 
about and also to meet Mole.  Hope that you will write back 
as soon as you receive this letter.

Yours sincerely
Jessie Parsons 

       
    Clare Island,
    21st January 2013
Dear Shantelle,

Hello! How are you doing? I am doing fi ne. I have been try-
ing to climb the big hill for the past 2 months, since you last 
sent me a letter.
Last Monday I climbed the big hill. It was a big challenge for 
me, but not for Mole my donkey.  You would be shocked if 
you knew what happened to me whilst climbing the hill. Well 
I will tell you.
When I was half way up the big hill, I slipped, but I still tried 
to keep on walking. It was there a voice spoke to me, but 
when I looked around no one was there. As I kept on walk-
ing, the voice carried on talking to me and I still could not see 
anyone.
I felt like I was going to fall down again. The voice told me 
that I had a bump on my head. I wiped my nose on the back 
of my hand and the voice told me to get a handkerchief. It 
also told me about a new queen that kept on using her hand-
kerchief over and over instead of throwing it away. The voice 
encouraged me to carry on and climb to the top of the hill and 
that is what I did. I made it to the top.
I felt very excited when I reached the top. I had a drink of 
water from the pool, so did Mole.
That was an amazing adventure up to the top of the big hill. 
I hope that I will get to see you one day and probably we can 
climb the hill again together. Please keep in touch.

Yours sincerely,
Jessie Parsons

 By Latisha Fowler Year 5By Andreas Caesar Henry

By Lisa-Marie Moyce Year 6

This week’s SCHOOL PAGE comes from 
St Paul’s Primary School. 
These are letter writing from Year 5/6 class.
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St Helena craft work is always in high demand 
especially aloe, lace, inlay and seed work, the 
most authentic of island souvenirs.  Unfortu-
nately some may say it’s a dying trade. Rose 
Bennett, of Ruperts Valley is a remarkable 
lady who made a living of selling seed work.  
Even now at the age of 92, [93 in March] she 
produces mats, a family skill passed to her as 
a young girl.  Seed work is a combination of 
using brown Acacia and red thorn tree [Ery-
thrina Caffra] seeds intricately laced together 
with needle and thread to form a mat. “I’ve 
been working from a young school girl right 
through,” she proudly stated.  “Times were 
hard so we had to work hard.  All my fam-
ily did seed work including my children.  I 
even had a prize from the Art & Craft shop.  
My work has gone all overseas and I always 
used to get people asking me to make them.”  
Those days six mats would be sold for a shil-
ling [5p today]. Rose’s family collects seeds 
from Ruperts, Rosemary Plain and 
Heartshaped Waterfall.  “We used to get 
lovely seeds before days,” she said, “but 
now it is not as good as it used to be.”  
Seeds are boiled to soften, expand and 
prevent germination.  A length of cot-
ton is coated in beeswax and the seeds 
threaded into a pattern.  “You start in 
the middle and work your way out to 
whatever size you want.  We used to get 
a number 10 cotton that was coarse but 
you can’t get it now,” said Rose.  Regu-
lar sized cotton has to be doubled.  “I 
didn’t used to work by patterns those 
days the designs used to just come to 
me.”  One of her proudest achievements 
is designing mats that spelt ‘St Helena’ 

in red thorn seeds. Under close inspection it 
is hard to pick fault in the spacing and work-
manship.  She now sells her creations through 
Serena Thorpe’s gift shop. Rose shared a few 
memories.  “We had to carry our loads so my 
husband said to me, what if I gave up smoking 
and we saved for a donkey?  And true enough 
he did.  It cost £1.50 to get this donkey, but 
soon as we got the donkey he started smok-
ing again!” she laughed. “My Dad and family 
were fi shermen and I used to go sell the fi sh.  
I would walk in the country with the bag to 
my back.  If I couldn’t sell it I’d exchange it 
for vegetables.  That’s what we had to do, no-
body had any money.” Back in the day Jack 
Thorpe used to organise a regatta in James 
Bay.  “I would go town and do the boat race, 
three other girls I had with me.  It used to be so 
many races and a lot of people.”  This would 
explain Rose’s extraordinary fi t state today! 
There used to be a stone crusher at Ruperts 
that Rose as a young woman worked earning 9 
shillings a week.  There was shortage of young 

Sharon Henry, SHBC

A Rose for all seasons

men, as many had enlisted in the army so six 
women were hired.  “I would have the shovel, 
hauling stone and loading trucks down on the 
terrace.  We used to enjoy it!” The church of 
St Michael’s lies at the foot of Ruperts road.  
Rose told me of her involvement in getting 
the church built. “We always wanted to have 
a church.  So I started collecting money from 
the residents every week.  We used to take a 
box round and collect until it got full.  Then 
I would get my neighbour, Nelly Maggot to 
come over and help count the money.  I would 
then take it to church to be blessed before 
putting into the bank.  We did this until we 
got suffi cient, then we got our little church.”  
The resident’s collection helped funding, the 
remainder was donated by the Diocese.  The 
church’s namesake is Michael Houghton who 
was the minister at the time in the 1980’s.  St 
Michaels was offi cially opened by the late 
Governor Alan Hoole. Another of Rose’s tal-
ents is barley sugar sweets.  “They used to sell 
out in the shops! My daughter Eileen can even 

make them in duck shapes, she is 
really clever,” she said proudly.  
Rose shared her recipe.  Ingredi-
ents:  1lb of sugar (Hullets “red and 
white packet sugar is best”), a cup 
of water, a small drop of vinegar, 
some essence and colouring.  Boil 
in a pan for about 1/2 an hour.  It 
solidifi es into a thick syrup.  Let it 
cool for a bit and take the mixture 
from the sides and cut into sweet 
shapes. Since suffering a fall Rose 
has moved in with daughter Eileen 
Wallace at Alarm Forest.  “God is 
good to me that’s true, I have noth-
ing to worry for,” smiled Rose as 
she threaded seeds onto her needle.
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PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT DIRECTORATE
PUBLIC NOTICE

VACANCIES WITHIN THE ENERGY DIVISION
Th e Energy Division is seeking to recruit a Linesman and a Senior Linesman

Th e main responsibilities of these posts are:
 •To carry out new electrical service installations
 •To carry maintenance on both the high voltage and low voltage overhead distribution network 

Th e applicants must:
 -Be self motivated 
 -Be a good team player
 -Be willing to work in adverse weather conditions and during emergency situations
 -Have good communication skills and positive attitude with customers
 -Have good knowledge of health and safety rules and procedures
 -Have a class ‘C’ driving license

Salaries for these posts are:
 Linesman   – commences at £8154 per annum in Grade D
 Senior Linesman – commences at £10,275 per annum in Grade E

Th e Energy Division will consider applicants who have been away from this fi eld of work for some time 
or who is keen to become a linesman/senior linesman to undertake training in the training salary grade 
to achieve the necessary skills. Th e duration of this training will be determined by the Senior Distribution 
Engineer.

Interested persons requiring further details regarding this post can contact Mr Colin Anthony Senior Distri-
bution Engineer at the Energy Division telephone No. 2320. A full job profi le is available on request.

Application forms are available from the Physical Environment Directorate (Infrastructure) and Human 
Resources Directorate, should be completed and submitted to the Senior Executive Offi  cer, Physical Envi-
ronment Directorate (Infrastructure) by Monday 4th February 2013.

Barry Hubbard
Manager Energy Division
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FaithMatters

Activities at the Army this weekend
Sunday 27th January

Morning Service at 11am at the 
Half Tree Hollow Hall. All are 

welcome.
Monday 28th January

Mums and Toddlers group at 10am at the Half 
Tree Hollow Hall.

There is always a warm welcome for you at 
the Salvation Army.

If you would like to know more about The 
Salvation Army’s activities, contact Lt. Coral 

Yon on telephone nos 2703/4358.  

Seventh Day Adventist
Saturday 26 January 
9:15am- Hymn Singing
9:30am- Sabbath School
10:00am- Bible Discussion
11:00am- 12:00pm- Divine Service 
2:00pm- Youth Programme

Tuesday 29 January
7:00pm- Bible study at Guinea Grass, (home 
of Andrew & Shara Robinson) 

Wednesday 30 January
7:30- 8:30pm- Prayer Meeting in Church

Thursday 31 January
7:00pm- Prayer Meeting at Longwood Com-
munity Centre.

ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND     
For more information, contact Pastor Clack 
Tel No. 2267 
Email: grace4grabs@gmail.com

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA

The Cathedral Parish of St Paul 
Sunday 27 January      3rd Sunday of the Year
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,                         Cathedral
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist/ Parade, St Andrew
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist, 
St Helena & The Cross
5.30 p.m. Patronal Festival,             Cathedral
Thursday 31 January    
10.00 a.m. Eucharist,                      St Swithin
Sunday 3 February      4th Sunday of the Year 
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,                         Cathedral
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,              Cathedral
3.30 p.m. Eucharist,                            St Peter

The Parish of St James  
Sunday 27 January      3rd Sunday of the Year
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist/Parade,     St James
5.30 p.m. Patronal Festival,             Cathedral
Wednesday 30 January     
7.30 a.m.  Eucharist,                          St James
Thursday 31 January    
6.30 p.m. Eucharist with Healing,       St John
Sunday 3 February      4th Sunday of the Year
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,                 St James
3.30 p.m. Eucharist,                       St Michael

Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 27 January      3rd Sunday of the Year
7.00 p.m. Sung Eucharist,             St Matthew
5.30 p.m. Patronal Festival,             Cathedral
Tuesday 29 January    
7.00 p.m. Eucharist,                            St Mark
Sunday 3 February      4th Sunday of the Year
7.00 p.m. Sung Eucharist,             St Matthew

BAHA’I FAITH
IS THERE LIFE AFTER DEATH?

We all must accept that the only certainty is 
that Life on this earth ends in Death. Many 
believe that is indeed the end, but those of 
us who have Faith in God, whatever our par-
ticular religion, believe, as all His Messengers 
have taught since time began, that this life is 
a journey and that there is a life beyond the 
death of the physical body.

It was fascinating to read in a recent copy of 
Reader’s Digest, about a leading scientist – a 
very skilled brain surgeon – who also believed 
that death was the end, until he experienced an 
illness which caused him to re-think.

In November 2008, he had a near-death expe-
rience in a Virginia hospital. This took place 
after bacterial meningitis had shut down his 
brain completely. The experience contradicted 
everything that he as a man of science thought 
he knew – including his scepticism about re-
ligion.

 He is risking the scorn of his peers by writing 
a book about it. He says: -
 “ –my entire neuro-cortex – the part of the 
brain that makes us human -  was shut down. 
In essence absent. When your brain is absent, 
you are absent too—”
 He had previously reasoned that the stories 
he had heard of near - death experiences from 
patients, usually after cardiac arrest when the 
neuro cortex is not too seriously damaged, 
were purely fantasy, and he thought he knew 
that they were brain based. He had believed 
that if you don’t have a working brain you 
can’t be conscious.

His own experience showed him that “the 
death of the body and the brain are not the 
end of consciousness, that human experience 
continues beyond the grave. More important, 
it continues under the gaze of a God who loves 
and cares about each one of us and about the 
universe itself.”

“ This life isn’t meaningless. But we can’t see 
that from here – at least most of the time.”

Baha’u’llah also teaches that this life here is a 
preparation for the next:-

“ The world beyond is as different from this 
world as this world is different from that of the 
child while still in the womb of its mother.”

Before a child is born, its whole world is the 
womb. It has no idea of the world waiting out-
side into which it will be born. It is the same 

with this material world. The next spiritual 
world surrounds us but we are unable to un-
derstand this until the spirit leaves this world 
and is born into the next.

“ Know thou of a truth that the soul, after its 
separation from the body, will continue to 
progress until it attaineth the presence of God, 
in a state and condition which neither the revo-
lution of ages and centuries, nor the changes 
and chances of this world can alter. It will 
endure as long as the Kingdom of God. His 
sovereignty, His dominion and power will en-
dure. It will manifest the signs of God and His 
attributes and will reveal His loving-kindness 
and bounty.” Baha’u’llah

This reassurance should encourage all of us to 
review our lives if we remember that, as the 
surgeon found out, “ life continues under the 
gaze of a God who loves and cares about each 
one of us and about the universe itself.” BAHA’I FAITH

www.sthelenabahai.org
BAHA’I CENTRE

Gumwoods
DEVOTIONAL MEETING
Thursday 24th.  January 2013

8pm.

“All men have been created to carry forward 
an ever-advancing civilisation.” Baha’u’llah.

BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 27th January
1) 8.45 am Divine Service, Sandy Bay Chapel
2) 10.45 am Divine Service, 
Head O’Wain Chapel 
3) 7.00 pm Divine Service, 
Jamestown Schoolroom
Preachers: 
1) Vincent March
2) Steve Terry
3) Nick Williams
10.00 am Sunday School, Baptist Manse
2.45 pm Divine Service, CCC 
(Message: Pastor)

Tuesday 29th January
5.00pm Bible Studies, Cape Villa
7.30pm Bible Studies, 
Jamestown Schoolroom

Wednesday 30th January
7.30pm Bible Studies, 
Deadwood at home of Winnie Thomas

Thursday 31st January
5.30pm Bible Studies, Sandy Bay Chapel
7.30pm Bible Studies, Blue Hill 
(Francie and Beattie Peters)

For more info contact Pastor Graeme Beckett
Email: graemebbeckett@gmail.com
Tel. 2388
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Brazil have chosen four Premier League 
players in their 20-man squad for the Febru-
ary friendly against England. Chelsea’s trio 
of David Luiz, Ramires and Oscar have been 
included, along with QPR goalkeeper Julio 
Cesar. It is manager Luiz Felipe Scolari’s fi rst 
game since he was re-appointed in December. 
Santos star forward Neymar and two time Fifa 
World player of the year Ronaldinho have also 
been included in the squad. The match at Wem-
bley on 6 February is being played to mark the 
Football Association’s 150th anniversary cel-
ebrations.
Chelsea interim boss Rafael Benitez has reit-
erated his claim that Manchester United coun-
terpart Sir Alex Ferguson puts undue pressure 
on match offi cials. Benitez and Ferguson have 
shared a fractious relationship from when the 
former was in charge of Liverpool  - when he 
suggested the United boss was never punished 
for verbally abusing referees and their assis-
tants in a 2009 interview. “I always try to con-
centrate on my job, but at that time with Fer-
guson I was defending my club,” Benitez said 
in an interview with The Times. “I could see 
what was happening from my point of view, 
and maybe now a lot of people are seeing the 
same things. I will not talk too much about 
that because it’s obvious.” Ferguson was back 
in the spotlight on Sunday when he accused 
linesman Simon Beck of having a “shocking” 
game in United’s 1-1 at Tottenham, saying the 
visitors “never got anything from that side of 
the pitch”. The Scot has been contacted by the 
Football Association  to explain comments and 
has until 6pm on Thursday to respond.
Title favourite Serena Williams made a 
shock exit at the Australian Open as injury de-
railed her hopes against Sloane Stephens in the 
quarter-fi nals. The 15-time Grand Slam cham-
pion led her fellow American by a set and a 
break, but after being treated for a back spasm 
in the second set went down 3-6 7-5 6-4. Asked 
about the back problem, Williams played it 
down, saying: “I think everyone at this stage 
in the locker room has something wrong with 
them, so it’s fi ne. There’s no excuse there.” .
Two people have been in killed in Peru in a 
head-on collision involving a support vehicle 
for the Dakar rally. The victims were travel-
ling in a taxi which hit a Land Rover from a 
British team of injured army veterans. Seven 
people - three of them Britons - were injured 
in the crash. Peruvian police are investigating 
the circumstances of the accident. The Dakar is 
billed as the world’s toughest race. It has been 
staged in South America since 2009.

Brian Yon tee’s off at 
Longwood Golf Club

Weekly Golf  News

Only one competition was played over the 
weekend, and that was an 18 hole stroke play 
for Solomon and Company’s Challenge Cup.  
Twenty two players took part in what were per-
fect conditions for golf.
Three players returned scores of 69 they were 
Joan Thomas, Freda Green and Brian Yon, af-
ter a mini round robin playoff Brian emerged as 
winner with Freda runner up and Joan in third 
place.   
Two players holed out in two to claim the ball 
pool. They were Joan Thomas and Gavin Crow-
ie, congratulations to the winners.  The mem-
bers would like to thank Solomon’s for their Contributed by Lawson Henry

Longwood Golf Club

continued support and sponsorship of this an-
nual competition. 
There will only be one competition again this 
week and this will be the monthly medal which 
is sponsored by Basil Read on Sunday 27th 
January.  Please sign up by Friday 25th January.
Mrs Hopkins had lost her ball and shouted at 
her caddie, “Why didn’t you watch where it 
went, you stupid little boy?   ‘Frankly missus’, 
replied the caddie, ‘it usually doesn’t go any-
where so it took me by surprise.’
Have a safe week happy swinging!

On  the night of Tuesday 22 January 2013, 
8 members took part in a friendly shoot.  Ev-
eryone was geared up, looking forward to 
shooting but the concentration required to 
shoot good scores was missing. Low scores 
were recorded by everyone.  
Patrick Young managed a 96 and 94.2. Pat 
Henry was unable to improve upon last week’s 
scores and shot a 95 and 95.2. Kara wasn’t her 
usual consistent self, shooting 86 and 91. Deir-
dre never gave up, fi rst shooting 75, unhappy 
with this she battled on to shoot 80, 87, and 
85.1 and was still smiling at the end. It was 
good to have Karen Ellick and Anthony Buck-
ley back on the range after a long break. Karen 
shot 2 x 88, whilst Anthony decided to have a 

practice shoot, promising to show us his skills 
next week. Nicky George also did a practice 
shoot with the old Martini Action rifl es. Rex 
Young who always has a keen eye, shot a 92.1 
and 90.
We are planning to have a team shooting 
league competition start soon. Club members 
are to select 3 other non members to form  
teams of 4. Captains must enter with a name 
and be responsible for the team. Please enter 
by next Tuesday to allow fi xtures to be drawn 
up. Competition rules will be supplied next 
week.

Contributed by Pat Henry 
JTRC Chairman

Shooting News

Brian Yon 
crowned 2013 

Solomons 
Challenge Cup 

Champion
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CRICKET  FIXTURES
Saturday 26 January 2013 9 am, 
St Paul’s B v Jamestown Barracudas
Saturday 26 January 2013 1.30 pm
Longwood Bees v Jamestown Zodiacs
Organiser St Matthews Lions
Sunday 27 January 2013 9am
Western Warriors v HTH Dolphins
Sunday 27 January 2013 1.30 pm
Levelwood Rebels v Levelwood All Starz
Organiser Sandy Bay Pirates

CRICKET RESULTS

Wstrn Warriors 19 St Matws Lions 8

Mike-e Williams 34
Gareth Johnson 4/15

Scott Crowie 35
J Crowie 3/25

Saturday 19th Jan 2013

166  all out 142 all out

S.Bay Pirates 5 J.Town Barracudas 20

Austin Fowler 81*
Austin Fowler 2/31

Gavin George 108*
Spencer Fowler 5/25

193 all out 246/3

G Johnson 3, S Crowie 2, G Ellick 1

G George 3, A Fowler 2, Spencer Fowler 1

Levelwood Allstarz 20 St Pauls B 7

Ross Henry 92
Darrel Leo 2/10

AJ Bennett 56
AJ Bennett 2/31

303/9 121 all out

Ross Henry 3, AJ Bennett 2, G Coleman 1

Sunday 20th Jan 2013

continued from back page

“Gareth Johnson “Gareth Johnson 
was outstanding was outstanding 

today”today”

‘Captain ‘Captain 
Marvellous’ Marvellous’ 

gets one rightgets one right
Alex Langham (Lions) slides and throws whilst fi elding

CRICKET LEAGUE TABLE
P W D L Pts

Jamestown Barracudas 7 6 1 0 134
Levelwood Allstarz 8 6 0 2 125
Jamestown Zodiacs 7 6 0 1 123
Western Warriors 7 5 0 2 113
St Matthews Lions 7 3 1 3 95
St Pauls B 6 2 0 4 73
Sandy Bay Pirates 8 2 0 6 72
HTH Dolphins 6 2 0 4 59
Levelwood Rebels 7 1 0 6 54
Longwood Bees 7 0 0 7 25

ond opening batsmen Gareth Johnson brought 
Mike-e Williams and Dennis Leo together in 
the middle.  Through quick singles and con-
stant rotation of the strike the pair scored free-
ly, steadily increasing Warriors total.
With Williams and Leo batting fl uently and 
the run rate on the increase, Lions were once 
again in danger of being batted out of the 
game.  But as the saying goes, one wicket 
brings 2 and Warriors suffered a mini collapse.  
An improved second bowling spell from Alex 
Langham, and an exhibition on how to catch 
from Scott Crowie saw Warriors lose wickets 
at regular intervals.  Brief cameos from Phillip 
Stroud and Simon Henry saw Warriors stum-
ble to 166 before being bowled out.
166, although not quite the 200 required to 
achieve all batting points, is still a competi-
tive total.  Warriors took to fi eld emanating 
confi dence.  One of the features of Western 
Warriors performances this year  has been the 
togetherness and team spirit displayed by the 
boys in West Indies colours of maroon and 
yellow, who produce committed, yet relaxed 
performances week after week.
As Warriors broke from their huddle it was a 
huge surprise to see captain Eddie Duff with 
ball in hand, ready to bowl the fi rst over, in-
stead of normal opening bowler and inter-
national cap Stroud.  Conceding two 4’s and 
bowling a wide in his fi rst 3 balls, the decision 
to open the bowling himself was question-
able, but the risk paid of as Warriors snared 
the wicket of form batsmen P Crowie caught 
by Gareth Johnson for 8 of the fi fth ball of the 
over.  The slower tossed up deliveries from the 
Warriors captain proving too hard to resist.
P Crowies demise brought S Crowie to the 
middle to join Nicky Stevens, and the pair 
eked out a nervous partnership, Stevens strug-
gling to negotiate the slower bowling and S 
Crowie not his normal aggressive self.
S Crowie soon grew in confi dence and began 
to play a few shots.  In doing so creating a few 

opportunities for Warriors to catch him out.  
The most notable of these chances fell to M 
Williams fi elding at point.  M Williams is un-
doubtedly the best fi elder within the Warriors 
side and arguably on the Island, so you can 
imagine the shock when he spilled a catch and 
the chance to dismiss Lions premier batsman.  
“I felt so sick when I dropped that catch,” M 
Williams revealed in a post match interview.  
“Scott’s a dangerous player and could so eas-
ily have gone on to win them the match.”  The 
phrase ‘catches win matches’ immediately 
sprung to mind.
However, all was not lost. Cue the Gareth 
Johnson show.  Johnson was named St Hel-
ena’s player of the tournament by coach Mo 
Mather when St Helena’s cricket team com-
peted in the ICC ACA division 3 T20 tour-
nament in Benoni, Johannesburg.  When 
introduced into Warriors bowling attack on 
Saturday, Johnson produced a bowling display 
not dissimilar to those he produced during the 
tournament,  picking up the wicket of S Crow-
ie in the process.
Lions hopes of winning the game took a real 
dent with the loss of S Crowie.  Wickets be-
gan to fall and despite Alex Langhams best 
efforts to make something of the game, with 
a brief cameo, Lions were bowled out some 
20 runs short of their required target of 167 
runs thanks to a great spell of bowling from 
Johnson.
“The guys played really well today,” informed 
Warriors captain Eddie Duff, “we still didn’t 
make 200 runs which is normal for this team, 
but we fi elded well.  I thought Gareth John-
son was outstanding today.”  Warriors have a 
potentially league championship deciding en-
counter with Jamestown Barracudas in the ul-
timate match of the season.  Were they looking 
forward to this?  “Right now, we’re looking 
forward to the next game and our pot of ‘Plo’, 
replied Eddie, “because that’s what we do.  
We’re going to have little cook up and watch 
the next game.”
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WARRIORS VICTORIOUS
Damien O’Bey SHBC

continued inside back page

A piece of tactical genius from Warriors captain Eddie Duff and an in-
spired spell of bowling from Gareth Johnson saw Western Warriors earn 
19 points against St Matthews Lions in Saturday mornings cricketing 
fi xture on Francis Plain.
Lions captain Patrick Crowie won the coin toss and elected to put War-
riors in to bat, on what was a relatively cool, overcast morning.  Lions 
took to the fi eld without regular wicket keeper Trevor Furniss, and P 
Crowie deputising behind the stumps.
Warriors opener’s, Tommy Young and Gareth Johnson, strode to the 
crease and were quickly into their stride, albeit with help from an un-
characteristically  untidy spell of bowling from Lions opening bowler 
Alex Langham who went for 17, 16 and 19 runs in his fi rst three over’s.  
At the other end, Jordan Yon was less expensive but posed no signifi -
cant threat to either batsman.  
Having racked up 77 runs before the fi rst wicket fell, Warriors were 
well on the way to amassing a total in excess of 300 runs had they car-
ried on at their current run rate.  However, Warriors lost number 3 bats-
men Nico Ellick for a duck and their run rate slowed.  The loss of sec

Simon (Fred) Henry 
goes for a big one

Mike-e Williams (Warriors) 
makes a diving stop 

VOLLEYBALL NEWS
Match Results, Sunday 20 January 
League Week 1
Ballsy Ladies 2 – 1 All Star Hot Shotz
(25 - 11) (17 – 25) (15 – 13)
LOM: Sharnell Benjamin (All Star Hot 
Shotz)
Saints Served Hot 2 – 0 Volley Diggers
(25 – 22) (25 – 16)
LOM: Emma Bennett (Saints Served Hot)
Volleyball Fixtures, Sunday 27 January 
2013
2.15pm Ballsy Ladies Vs Serve-ivors
Umpires/Lines: Saints Served Hot/All Star 
Hot Shotz
Organiser: Serve-ivors
2.45 pm All Star Hot Shotz Vs Saints 
Served Hot
Umpires/Lines: Ballsy Ladies/Serve-ivors
Organiser: All Star Hot Shotz

FOUND: Silver SEIKO Watch
Left at PAS Hall Sunday 20th, please con-
tact Jodi Joshua 2952.


