
www.sams.sh

Vol. 2, Issue 38 - Price: £1 Th ursday 12 December 2013“serving St Helena and her community worldwide”

SENTINEL
THE South Atlantic Media Services, Ltd.

Cautious Efforts To 
Start Housing Market

page 4

Lifestyle & Culture:
What’s Cooking at 
2onMain            page 14

New Solicitor General 
In Chambers      page 10

Councillor Tony Green in-
formed HE Governor Capes on 
Tuesday that he will resign from 
Legislative Council, with effect 
from 17 December. Shortly, he 
will travel to the UK for family 
reasons.  
Tony told SAMS on the Sunrise 
Show on Wednesday that he and 
his wife received a passionate call 

Tony Green Stands Down

for assistance from their daughter 
in the UK, who has three children. 
Tony, a devoted family man, said 
that resigning from council to join 
their daughter and family was in-
evitable. They will be away for an 
indefi nite period and will be tak-
ing one day at a time. 
Tony understood that he could 
have asked for extended leave 
from his council duties but felt 

that this would be unfair on the elec-
torate who put him into offi ce.   
Tony was elected to council in August 
2008 when a Bi-Election created the 
opportunity. He was returned at the 
2009 and 2013 General Elections.  
Resigning so early, just fi ve months 
into his present term, there would be 
speculation that there is something 
amiss. Tony assured the public that 
this is not the case, he works well with 
his present colleagues who are quite 
positive and doing the best they can. 
He does however have concerns about 
the present structure of some council 
committees, citing in particular the 
Environmental & Natural Resources 
Committee overall responsibility.   
Council work, Tony explained is very 
diffi cult. A potential councillor may 
aspire to bring about many changes, 
and achieve a lot, only to fi nd that it’s 
not so easy in reality; even so, he en-
joyed his work and would encourage 
prospective councillors to “go for it.” 
He pointed out that it is always the is-
sues that are important. In this respect 
many will recall that as Chairman of 

continued on page 37
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

Bearing the full brunt of the midday 
sun, visiting TV documentary presenter, 
adventurer and motivational speaker Sal-
ly Kettle climbed the 699 steps of Jacob’s 
Ladder on Saturday.  A small contingent 
of Brownies and Girl Guides as well as 
Donald Stevens answered Sally’s public 
appeal and accompanied her on the ascent 
which was fi lmed for the documentary.
SAMS cheated and walked the pathway 
to the half-way mark to meet Sally and 
co, “We couldn’t have picked a better 
day,” puffed Sally, “it’s absolutely stun-
ning,” as she turned to take in the view.  
“The town is looking really busy and 
people are going to the Christmas Ba-
zaar.  I can see the swimming pool and 
it’s looking incredibly tempting!”
The girls thought the walk was, “awe-
some,” “It’s really nice, something com-
pletely different, you can look over the 
whole of Jamestown,” and “it’s worth it.”
Sally Kettle has added the ascent of Ja-
cob’s Ladder built in 1829 to her reper-
toire of achievements that includes being 
part of the fi rst mother and daughter team 
to row across the Atlantic Ocean.

Gorgeous baby girl, Lana Ziva-Jade Fran-
cis was born to fi rst time parents Sarafi na Yon 
and Conrad Francis, of Jamestown, on 1 De-

cember. The proud parents said of their pre-
cious little gem, “She’s like a Christmas pres-
ent that came early.” Weighing in at 5lb 12oz 
and measuring 48cm she’s a peaceful, content-

ed baby waking her parents just twice a night. 
The couple extend their thanks to Dr Mary 
Packer, midwives Erica Benjamin, Rosie Mit-
tens and all the staff at the hospital.

BABY LANA

Sallyy Ticks off the Ladder Box
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New Telescope Atop The Ladder

Enterprise St Helena (ESH) have installed 
a telescope at the top of Jacobs Ladder. The 
fi rst tourist to use the new telescope was Iain 
Hespe, a yachtsman visiting St Helena. 
ESH Enter Tourism Manager, Merrill Joshua, 
was inspecting the new installation when Iain 
completed his climb of Jacobs Ladder. Merrill 
asked if he would be the fi rst to try the tele-
scope. 

“I was interested to see it up there because I 
had not taken my binoculars. The harbour 
view is wonderful and I also like the land for-
mations across the bay. The volcanic futures is 
not something I have seen a lot of, particularly 
so massive as you have here,” said Iain. 
The new coin operated telescope has views 
from the bay all the way up Jamestown. 

JULIA ANN BENJAMIN (57) of Sap-
per Way pleaded guilty to driving whilst 
89% over the prescribed alcohol limit. Mrs 
Benjamin was a fi rst offender and the court 
sentenced her to a fi ne of £250.00 together 
with costs of £15.00. Mrs Benjamin was also 
ordered to make payment of compensation 
of £283.36 for damage caused to a retaining 
wall. Mrs Benjamin was further disqualifi ed 
from driving for the extended period of 15 
months.

PETER JOHN MOSTERT (21) of Cow 
Path pleaded guilty to driving whilst 70% 
over the prescribed alcohol limit. Mr Mostert 
was a fi rst offender and the court sentenced 
him to a fi ne of £250.00 together with costs 
of £15.00. Mr Mostert was disqualifi ed from 
driving for the minimum period of 12 months.

ST HELENA
MAGISTRATES’ 
COURT    5th December 2013

The grassy knoll of Rosemary Plain had 
some semblance of a ‘Party in the Park’ on 
Sunday afternoon as ‘revellers’ laid out blan-
kets to settle down for festive entertainment.  
The Salvation Army brass band were out 
in full force for a traditional round of carol 
singing Captain, Coral Yon declared, “I love 

Spreading Festive CheerSpreading Festive Cheer

Christmas,” and took the lead in the singing 
and read stories and passages, each picked to 
remind everyone the true meaning of Christ-
mas.  The Salvation Army are spreading good 
cheer with a full schedule of carol services 
across the island.  The next will be near the 
Market, Jamestown at 7pm.  

The Salvation ArmyThe Salvation Army
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Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

Sometimes in the face of injustice, it is 
necessary to stand up and fi ght for what we 
think is right, and at these moments modera-
tion ceases to be a virtue. 

There is, of course a place for the moderate 
view, for the reasonable and tolerant attitude, 
just as there is scope for negotiation for being 
patient and forbearing and seeing the other 
side. But there must come a time when you 
know you will not budge from your position, 
and the only way is forward; there  can be no 
going back. 

This time comes, I believe, whenever one 
sees some injustice which needs putting 
right. However small an incident it may be, 
it is the issue that is at stake and the issue 
can be large. One must take a leaf from those 
who are forceful and strong enough, fi red by 
their own conviction, to go into the attack. 

It takes courage to stand up and be counted, 
not only for the injustices we see but for up-
holding moral values; and it takes willpower 
to dismiss the doubts:” Who will listen? 
What can I alone achieve?” we wonder. Yet 
so many reforms have been implemented 
and wrongs righted by just one person who 
refused to be brushed aside and rejected the 
moderate stance. 

We do live in an age of protests, and whether 
we agree with the protesters or not, I think 
that they are right to make their feelings 
known, so long as they do so without vio-
lence and the only weapons they use are res-
olution and passionate conviction. We have 
to listen to the arguments for and against, try 
to see the other side’s points of view, and try 
with reason and persuasion to reconcile our 
differences. 

Having made up our own minds, we must not 
sit back murmuring “live and let live” and 
leave the fi ght to others, making moderation 
an excuse for apathy. 

Edmund Burke, a political philosopher who 
entered Parliament over two hundred  years 
ago, once wrote: “To complain of the age we 
live in, to murmur at the present possessors 
of power, to lament the past, to conceive ex-
travagant hopes for the future, are the com-
mon dispositions of the greatest part of man-
kind.”

But he also wrote: “There is, however, a limit 
at which forbearance ceases to be a virtue.”

www.sams.sh Th ursday 12 December 2013 THE SENTINEL

“Property speculation is a cancer to any 
society,” said Crown Estates Advisor and Act-
ing Head of Property Division, John Clement, 
who is keen to jump start the property market 
on St Helena. 
In a change from the normal procedure of pri-
vate individuals identifying land and making 
an application for purchase, St Helena Gov-
ernment (SHG) is promoting three properties 
for sale this week. This is the necessary step 
for the embryonic property market on St Hele-
na. “It should be more active, we want activity. 
People buying and selling houses,” said John.
“Speculation is where someone would buy a 
piece of ground in a prime location and sit on 
it for two or three years and hope to sell it for 
an awful lot more and make a profi t.”
With the release of more stock to the market 
there is a danger that specta-
tors could swoop in and buy 
for profi t. What that would do 
is push prices up, that would 
make problems with local af-
fordability. John’s worry is that 
overseas investors may push 
locals out of the market. 
There are protections in place 
to ward off speculators and 
John said, “Each large transac-
tion, anything over a two acre 
transaction, needs to get coun-
cil approval. So if there was 
someone from off island who 
had come in and wanted to 
buy three/four acres and were 
clearly going to try and specu-
late, I think at that time alarm 
bells would ring and questions 
would be asked.” However, he 
continued, “If someone wants 
to buy three/four acres for a 
tourism development, that was 

Cautious Effort to Start Housing Market
to create employment, then that’s not specula-
tion, that quite different.”
The three properties that have gone up for sale 
are Wranghams House, in Sandy Bay, Head 
O’ Wain Clinic and the PWD store building, 
Jamestown. “It seems to be very rare that 
government has actively put properties on the 
market,” said John. “I’m very pleased to bring 
these fi rst three properties to market.”
These properties have been made available for 
different reasons but the timing of the promo-
tion is not an accident. With the numbers of re-
turning Saints on the island for the Christmas 
period, John is keen for everyone to see that 
the government is moving in the right direc-
tion. 
It is planned that residential plots will be on 
sale as early as February 2014.

d 

t

d

Head of Property Division, John Clement
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Dear Editor
Twenty four years ago, I was given the opportu-
nity to lead the computerisation of the Depart-
ment of Finance’s accounting systems (includ-
ing the Governor Savings Bank, Housing Loan 
Section and PWD Stores).
I have two special reasons to look back on my 
four years on St Helena with pleasure and sat-
isfaction - the challenge and successful imple-
mentation of the project, and the great support 
given by the staff who I had the luck to work 
with.  Despite working in various other interest-
ing locations, this was the most satisfying job I 
ever had, and my family also look back on these 
years with fondness.
Returning for a visit after a period of 20 years, 
Nettie and I have been much taken by the friend-
ly welcome given to us - and by many people 
remembering who we were!
St Helena has been of our lives since 1939, 
and although I doubt we shall return again, we 
should like to say a big ‘thank you’ to the many 
familiar faces who have made us so welcome 
over the past two weeks.
Fraser and Nettie Simm

The Art & Crafts Associa-
tion wishes to advise the 
public that the Centre will 
close at 1pm on Christ-
mas Eve and re-open on 
3rd January 2014.  Be sure 
to call into the Centre and 
fi nd those special Christ-

mas gifts for family and friends. Thank you 
to all our contributing artists and crafters for 
your hard work during the year. 

A very Happy Christmas to everyone!

The updated Contracts Register was pub-
lished on 3 December 2013, detailing all con-
tracts that the St Helena Government (SHG) 
entered into since April 2012, and those cur-
rently in use.
The Procurement Director, David Woosey, 
told SAMS that it’s all about putting as much 
information as possible into the public do-
main, regarding what SHG is doing on a pro-
curement perspective. “One of the four corner-
stones for good procurements is actually being 
transparent in what we are doing,” said David. 
Other relevant documents that have been pub-
lished to give the public and businesses greater 
detail about what SHG is doing procurement 
wise, are: the new Procurements Regulations 
which came into effect in July; the Terms of 
Reference for the Procurement Board which 
replaces the old Tender Board; a rolling pro-
curement plan which details all the upcoming 
procurements; and details of all the waivers to 
the procurement regulations where SHG gets 
authority internally not to follow their own 
rules.  
I’ve look at some of the contracts; they are 
quite revealing. “That’s the whole intent of 
what we’re trying to do,” said David. “We 
want to be open and transparent on the con-
tracts we are letting, they are all detailed on 
that document (Contracts Register)for public 
scrutiny.”
A lot of the contracts have quite signifi cant 
values; there is one for  £1,700,000 over a 5 
year period. David couldn’t comment on indi-
vidual cases but explained that people scruti-
nising the contracts should look at the period 

Updated Contracts Register
Cyril Gunnell, SAMS which the value is there for. “All of these have 

gone through a rigorous internal process and 
have been awarded according to open and fair 
criteria,” David said.  
Prior to contracts being made available for 
scrutiny, people often queried why their bid 
lost out to someone else’s. David explained 
that the register won’t tell competing bidders 
why they didn’t receive a contract, but it will 
inform them who did get it and the value. 
“What’s very important to realise,” said Da-
vid, “is that we’re not really in the business 
of awarding contracts every time to the lowest 
price. What we are looking for is what’s called 
best value to the organisations.” 
David pointed out that many things could 
build up to the best value calculation; a combi-
nation of price, quality, technical performance 
and perhaps, delivery time frames. A lot of the 
tenders that go out state what the award cri-
teria is, and what kind of weightings relate to 
each criteria, so that prospective bidders can 
see what’s important to SHG and what is not. 
Procurement Services at the Castle are of-
fering a debriefi ng session on unsuccessful 
tenders. They won’t be sharing confi dential 
information, but should be able to give enough 
information to allow people to understand the 
basic characteristics of their bid and the char-
acteristics against the winning bid, to show 
where the gaps lie.  
“If you don’t know where you fell down the 
last time you will never improve your quality 
of submission,” David said, “I would encour-
age anybody who isn’t successful in a tender 
to take the opportunity to come in and have a 
debriefi ng with the relevant people.” 
Assistance with putting together good qual-
ity tenders can be sourced from Enterprise St 
Helena.    

BIRTHS,DEATHS AND MARRIAGE 
STATISTICS

Births: 1
Tiana Julianne Young-O’Dean - 30 October
Marriages: 0
Deaths:7
Donald George Augustus (aged 62)
Robert Alan Williams (aged 67)
Cecil John Maggott (aged 68)
Charles Arthur Leslie Thomas (aged 88)
Edward Arthur O’Bey (aged 78)
Winifred Ivy Peters (aged 80)
Susan Jane Lawrence (aged 47)

Dear Editor,
I would like through the pages of your news-
paper to say thank you to the workmen who 
worked tirelessly from 14th October until last 
Thursday (5th December) to complete the main-
tenance work on the road from the Briars to Gor-
don’s Post in record time. 
I have to confess I had concerns at fi rst, when ad-
vised by the Roads Department what their work 
plan was, but I have to commend the manage-
ment for the way in which everything worked 
out.  I have to say communications with those of 
us living in the area were very good.   The work-
men themselves had the arduous task of control-
ling the traffi c, and they also have to be com-
mended for their patience and “customer care”  
skills, always cheerful, helpful and kind.  I doubt 
if they had been given training in customer care 
services, however, they were brilliant and did a 
splendid job with the resources that were avail-
able.   It is a shame that there were some people 
from outside of the area who took no notice of 
the constant requests not to use the road.  I hope 
the public will take heed to the 10 mile per hour 
restriction that is now in place for the time be-
ing that will hopefully bring long term benefi ts 
to the community.  Anyway fellas - enjoy your 
Christmas and new year holidays.  
With all best wishes  
Ivy Ellick - Putty Hill, Alarm Forest
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Poker 
An occasional questioning prod at the political firegrate By Stuart Moors

 

What’s the difference between the public sec-
tor and the private sector?

One obvious difference has frequently been 
cited: The private sector make money, the pub-
lic sector spends it. Oversimplifi ed perhaps, 
but more than a mere trace of insight.

Generally speaking, private sector hierarchies 
are based on competence, whereas, public 
sector hierarchies are based on seniority (the 
public sector probably crossing their collec-
tive fi ngers  in the hope that that corresponds 
to competence anyway).

Apart from IBM (which publicly admitted its 
mistake decades ago) and large organisations 
in Japan, jobs in the private sector are not jobs 
for life. Not many private sector organisations 
will promote sideways.

The Curriculum Vitae of an employee of some 
signifi cant years in the private sector probably 
has several employers mentioned at seemly in-
tervals , representing a drive to improve and 
diversify – a CV with only one employer is 
looked at just as suspiciously as one with doz-
ens.  A public sector employee is celebrated 
for their loyalty if there is little change in their 
CV.

The public sector make the rules, the private 
sector have to abide by them. (Rules for the 
public sector are for guidance only). A private 
sector vehicle on the road without insurance is 
an offence – a public sector vehicle on the road 

without insurance is the norm – and isn’t that 
offensive? The private sector do not enjoy the 
option of self-insuring!

The private sector have to pay for its legal 
advice. The private sector have to pay for 
the public sector’s legal advice too (through 
taxation). And guess what happens when legal 
fi sticuffs are threatened? The budget for public 
sector litigation is unlimited, so the threat is all 
that is needed to make the private sector retract 
in despair. (“You can’t fi ght City Hall”)

Public sector employees are donated a pen-
sion contribution each month, whereas private 
sector employees are expected to contribute 
themselves (assuming a pension scheme is 
available at all). (This last not applying, of 
course, to workers who were employed in the 
widely despised “Unestablished” employment 
grades)

When can public sector employees buy their 
bread? Anytime. When can private sector em-
ployees buy their bread? In their lunchtime.
Top public sector employees are feted with 
OBEs and MBEs and other such accolades 
for....well, for having done their jobs. Private 
sector employees might get a brass handshake.
If the private sector overspend, it pays through 
the nose for bridging loans and eventually 
bankruptcy. If the public sector overspend, the 
taxes go up.

The private sector strives to progress through 
innovation, new and more effi cient processes, 

better use of better technology, aiming to offer 
more for the same price or the same for less; 
the public sector aims to keep things from 
changing.  (Better the devil you know....)

The University of Rochester economist, Ste-
ven Landsburg, said, “Most of economics can 
be summarized in four words: ‘People respond 
to incentives’. The rest is commentary.”  In the 
private sector you can make a decent profi t 
fi lling needs and solving problems, incentives 
that add value to the world. The public sector’s 
incentive structure is totally dysfunctional.

How long have we had a Public Sector Mod-
ernisation Programme running? Three, four 
years? What are the outcomes? Have we ben-
efi tted? The earlier renaming of departments 
and the rearrangement of the deck-chairs was 
a farce. More recent attempts to move Gov-
ernment out of prime locations was (still is) 
effectively a private sector initiative (ESH) 
and is designed to benefi t St.Helena, not the 
St.Helena Government. If a private sector 
organisation of the size of SHG undertook a 
change management programme like PSMP, 
with the gigantic costs and timescales in-
volved, not only would it be laughed at by ev-
eryone (“Who in their right mind would spend 
that amount of money on reorganisation and 
modernisation?”) but they would simply not 
be in business.

And that’s the difference. There will always be 
a Government, no matter what they do.

Corporate Support would like to extend 
sincere thanks to all persons involved with the 
Remembrance Day Service on Sunday 10 No-
vember 2013. 
Special thanks go to members of the public on 
Island and on the RMS St Helena who made 
generous contributions to the Poppy Appeal 
Fund, and to all the local outlets who continue 
each year to support the Poppy Appeal by sell-
ing poppies on Corporate Support’s behalf. 
The sum of £1097.76 was raised this year and 
will be sent on behalf of St Helena to The Roy-
al British Legion’s Poppy Appeal in the UK.
Connie Johnson, organiser of the Poppy Ap-

peal Fund and the Remembrance Day Service 
commented: 
“This could not have been accomplished with-
out the help of staff members Alton Isaac and 
Stephanie Crook who were involved with the 
preparation and distribution of the poppies and 
money boxes.  This year’s funds raised were 
considerably higher than in previous years and 
it was all down to those who kindly donated to 
this worthy cause.”  
The Royal British Legion has always been 
grateful and has previously congratulated St 
Helena for the amount of funds raised.  
SHG
9 December 2013  

REMEMBRANCE DAY POPPY MONEY Death Announcement
It is with deep regret, that we announce 
the death of Jenny Widdows, Nee Wil-
liams, of Cheltenham UK who passed 
away peacefully at her home on Satur-
day 7th December.  Jenny is survived 
by her Husband Gary, Sisters Pru, 
and Gwen, and Brother Peter in the 
UK.  Brothers Basil, Manfred, Corbet, 
Roger, and Colin here on St Helena.  In 
Laws, Nieces, Nephews, Family and 
Friends, both here and Overseas.  Fu-
neral and Memorial details will be an-
nounced later.
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Enterprise St Helena (ESH) Board of Directors’ Meeting 
Enterprise St Helena wishes to inform the public that a 
Closed Meeting of the Board of Directors will be held on 
Tuesday 17th December 2013 at 2:00pm at the Enterprise 
Centre, Business Park, Half Tree Hollow

Items that will be discussed are:

Closed
• Chamber of Commerce support consideration
• Update on Investor Promotion
• Update on Hotel Development

DRINK DRIVING CAMPAIGN
The Police Service has launched a Drink Driving Campaign and one of the initiatives includes 
a short Local TV broadcast.  The broadcast, narrated by Police Constable Jane John, addresses 
the problems of drink driving and the consequences to the offender including the devastation 
it can cause to victims.    
The programme will be shown on Local TV channel 1 on Wednesday 11 and Thursday the 12 
December, it will be shown on these days up until 26 December 2013.  
  
SHG
9 December 2012 Message to sun worshippers: Don’t get 

too excited with the sunny weather in a bid to 
get a tan and bronzed as it can be quite damag-
ing.  Cover up, with a sun hat, sun block and 
stay out of the midday sun when the rays are 
most harsh.  Here are the weather data read-
ings from the Met Station at Bottom Woods 
and ARND at Scotland for the past week.

         Bottom Woods           Scotland
Min temp                 14.8C           13.0C
Max temp 22.3C           22.0C
Mean temp 17.4C           17.1C
Total sunshine 36.6hrs           48.5 hrs
Total rainfall Trace           4.3mm
Mean w/speed 10.9 knots 

WEEKLY
WEATHER
UPDATE

Pilling Primary School has continued to do their bit towards spreading Christmas Spirit throughout St Helena.  On Tuesday at lunchtime Pill-
ings students, gathered in front of the Canister to sing carols. The performances were appreciated by an audience of shopper’s and workers on a 
lunch break, who made kind donations to the students, armed with donation boxes.

PILLING PRIMARY  GET IN THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT
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   WORLD
   NEWS 
SNIPPETS

Barack Obama has shaken hands with Cuban 
President Raul Castro at a memorial service 
for Nelson Mandela.
The handshake between the leaders of the two 
Cold War enemies came during a ceremony in 
Johannesburg that is largely focused on Mr Man-
dela’s legacy of reconciliation. 
Mr Castro smiled as the US leader shook his 
hand on the way to the podium to pay tribute to 
the late South African president, a global symbol 
of peace.
It was an unprecedented gesture between the 
leaders of two nations that have been at logger-
heads for more than half a century.
It was Mr Obama who offered the handshake in 
a new sign of his willingness to reach out to US 
enemies, a US offi cial told the AFP news agency.
The US and Cuba have recently taken small steps 
toward rapprochement, raising hopes the two na-
tions could be on the verge of a breakthrough in 
relations.
The ceremony in memory of Mr Mandela, who 
died on Thursday at age 95, gathered heads of 
state from around the world.
Mr Obama was also shook hands with Brazilian 
President Dilma Rousseff, who has clashed with 
the US over alleged National Security Agency 
spying.
www.sky.com 

General Motors names Mary Barra as new 
boss
US car giant General Motors (GM) has promoted 
product development chief Mary Barra to the post 
of chief executive. She replaces Daniel Akerson, 
and is the fi rst woman to run a US carmaker.
Mr Akerson, who is also currently chairman of 
the company, will leave both of his posts in mid-
January. His wife has recently been diagnosed 
with advanced cancer. 
Earlier this week the US government sold its re-
maining shares in GM, the world’s second big-
gest carmaker. Ms Barra has been in charge of 
design and engineering, and before that was head 
of human resources at the company.
She joined GM as a student in 1980.
www.bbc.co.uk

Breast implants: PIP’s Jean-Claude Mas gets 
jail sentence
The boss of a French company which distributed 
defective breast implants around the world has 
been sentenced to four years in prison for fraud.
Jean-Claude Mas, the founder of the PIP com-
pany, was also fi ned 75,000 euros (£63,000) by 
a court in Marseille.
He will remain at liberty until a French court 
hears an appeal lodged by his lawyer.
PIP’s sale of faulty implants caused a global 
health scare which affected about 300,000 wom-
en in 65 countries.
The company was found to have used sub-stan-
dard silicone gel - rather than medical-grade 
silicone - which the result that many implants 
ruptured.
www.bbc.co.uk

MARLENE’S &
PAT MUSK’S SHOPS

(Opposite the ‘Car Park’ in Main Street, 
Jamestown) will close to business at the 

end of December ’13.

They would like to thank you all for the 
support given to them during the time 

they have been operating.

LET THE PEOPLE SING

A Programme of Christmas Carols, Songs and Music

At the MULE YARD
on Sunday evening, 15th December at 8.15 p.m.

Organised by the GETTOGETHER ORCHESTRA 
and supported by the Salvation Army Band 

and others.

Guest vocalists invited, and an opportunity for anyone to 
sing to the music of the combined Bands.

Come and enjoy the hearty Carol singing!

A collection will be taken in aid of the Orchestras funds.

Bottle lanterns permitted for better singing.
A warm welcome awaits you
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

Children of the three primary schools gave 
Councillors a vision of the future of St Helena 
in the ‘Just Do It’ presentation at the Consulate 
Hotel, on Tuesday. 
A selection a 9 and 10 year old students told 
the Councillors and gathered members of the 
public what they thought St Helena needs, to 
secure a future for the island. The presentation 
was organised in partnership between Enter-
prise St Helena and the Education Directorate. 
There were many ideas that were put forward, 
plenty of which included the safeguarding of 
the services and amenities already on island. 
These included looking after the Community 
Care Complex and the islands Endemic plant 
life. 
Hanna Hickling wanted to ensure that the com-
munity in the future was healthy and strong. 
Ronaldo Johnson put forward his concerns for 
making a strong economy in the future. 
All the students had ideas centred around fun, 
including cinemas, more swimming pools, wa-
ter parks, bungee jumping and rollercoaster’s.
Services were called to be improved like; the 

Councillors Told “Just Do It”

hospital, restaurants, shops, parking spaces 
and playgrounds. One student called for Saints 
in the future to hold higher positions in the 
community to lead the island. 
Les Baldwin just one of the Councillors who 
attended said, “We had an adult 2020 vision of 
Jamestown that wasn’t as well received as this 

one. The fact that they amalgamated cultural 
heritage, built heritage and fun all in the same 
presentation probably showed us how we 
should do it.” Les joked, “I’m thrilled that we 
might have a waterslide from High Knoll, just 
plopping me into Jamestown every morning, I 
think that sounds really fantastic.”

Dry weather has affected natural water 
springs in Sandy Bay and Green Hill which 
has led to insuffi cient water fl ows for water 
consumers in the area.  Tanks feeding off the 
water springs have run dry.  Operations Direc-
tor of Connect Saint Helena, Leon de Wet told 
The Sentinel, “It’s my understanding that this 
happens every year.  We started last week tak-
ing water from the Bamboo Hedge tank which 
is all untreated water to the Green Hill tank 

and we’ve also started with Wranghams.”  The 
tanks are replenished by water bowsers every 
four days from 120 cubic metres of water held 
at Bamboo Hedge.
Leon confi rmed there is no danger of a water 
shortage in other areas across the island and 
that the rate of replenishment at those water 
treatment plants is 50% of consumption.  The 
rate of water infl ow into the reservoirs is being 
closely monitored.
Consumers at Sandy Bay and Green Hill are 

supplied with untreated water and it is the in-
tention the area be supplied with treated water 
in the near future.  “It was an ExCo decision 
that all areas should all be placed with treated 
water,” said Leon.  “There has been a lot of 
design work already.  The fi rst step will prob-
ably be in Sandy Bay to bring water from Lev-
elwood.  This will unfortunately be dependent 
on capital expenditure being available,” said 
Leon.  The project is expected to begin in the 
next fi nancial year.

Water Springs Running Dry

Morag Stevenson was appointed the island’s new Solicitor General 
by Governor Mark Capes on the Monday 9 December.  This follows in 
the wake of Ken Baddon’s retirement.  The Attorney General’s Chambers 
has since undergone a reshuffl e.  Morag now fi lls the post made vacant by 
Frank Wastell who was appointed Attorney General last week.
“It’s very exciting and it’s going to be a huge challenge and I’m looking 
forward to it,” said Morag about her new role.  She explained differences 
between the posts, “My previous role as Crown Council ultimately be-
came more and more involved with criminal prosecutions.  The new role 
will continue with that but I’ll also be involved with much wider legal 
issues.”
Morag takes up her new role with immediate effect on a three year con-
tract.  SAMS asked Morag what she sees as the primary challenge to 
cross her desk.  “It’s fair to say airport certifi cation is up there on top of 
the list.  We have a lot to do in our offi ce between now and next year.  It’s 
going to bring a lot of detailed legal work that we haven’t been involved 
in before.” 
The recruitment process has started to fi ll the Crown Counsel job and 
Morag will cover both posts in the meantime.

New Solicitor General in Chambers
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“In general the group were very eager to learn in all agricultural aspects. 
Roddy did go to a lot of chicken farms from parent stock to the layer or 
egg production units, he gain a lot of expertise from our staff and also 
from the commercial farmers.  
On the vegetable farming, we did practical work in the field and in a lot 
of tunnels. We had packhouse management training and explained the 
cold chain processes and also visited global Gap pack houses. 
The group really working together as a group of farmers and they really 
bonded very good, when they get back they will be a group that will 
stand together. 
I think St Helena watch out, these guys and girl are fired up, and they 
are eager to start farming seriously. 
I will be their technical mentor and will always be there to help.” 
Patrick Verster, DICLA Training and Farming 

Certificates and a farewell braai! 

VACANCY FOR 
DEPUTY 

SUPPORT MANAGER 
SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION

The Health & Social Welfare Direc-
torate has a vacancy for a Deputy 
Support Manager to work in the 
Sheltered Accommodation of the 
Older Persons Services.  

Salary for the post is at Grade B com-
mencing at £5,148 per annum.

For further information please contact Mrs Ivy Thomas, 
Manager, Older Persons Services on telephone no. 23090.

Application forms are available from the Health & Social 
Welfare Directorate and should be completed and submit-
ted to the Director, Health & Social Welfare by Monday, 
16 December 2013.

D A Jenkins (Mr)
Director, Health & Social Welfare         3 December 2013

“THERE’LL ALWAYS BE A CHRISTMAS…” 
The Palm Villa Singers and Members of St James’ Choir 

invite you to join them for performances of                 
“There’ll Always be a Christmas” a modern Christmas 

musical which reminds us of the true meaning of Christmas.  

 

In St James’ Church  

on Sunday 15th December at 6.45pm 

and in St Mark’s Church  

on Wednesday 18th December at 7.00pm 
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Generous donations to SHAPE 

So many people continue to give their support to SHAPE. We
wish to thank you whole heartedly for this.

We wish to acknowledge Mr and Mrs Nigel Dollery for your
monthly donations to SHAPE. Thank you both for always
thinking first and foremost of SHAPE.
A big thank you to Mr and Mrs Raymond Williams for all you
continue to offer to SHAPE. Thank you for your kindness.
Libby’s Island Tours: Thank you Libby for your generous dona
tion of your laptop to SHAPE. This will give us another source
for ICT development.
To all of you who came to support our fundraising coffee
morning at the Mule Yard on 31st October. We raised
£190.50. Thank you.
Mrs Wanda Isaac; always a great friend and supporter to
SHAPE. Thank you to you and all your ladies who took time
out on Saturday 23rd November to participate in a sponsored
craft activity. Your efforts helped raise £271.40. Thank you
ladies. We appreciate your time, energy and enthusiasm for
SHAPE.
Miss Suzanne Williams of Jamestown was the winner of the
weaner piglet. £321.13 was raised. Thank you everyone for
buying tickets.
To everyone who has over the past year given to SHAPE in
anyway, donations of monetary kind, clothes, food, equip
ment, time, whatever, we have truly appreciated it all.
At SHAPE our motto is help SHAPE, help others, with the help
of so many of you we are certainly doing just that. Thank you.

VACANCY
DEPUTY METEOROLOGICAL STATION MANAGER

The Environment and Natural Resources Directorate has a vacancy 
for a Deputy Meteorological Station Manager. The successful can-
didate will be responsible to the Meteorological Station Manager 
and will be responsible for a Handyman/Cleaner.
The key tasks of this post will involve;
• Acting as the Manager of the St Helena Meteorological Station in 
the absence of the substantive Manager.
• Involvement in decisions relating to what the local station can of-
fer and what training and development will be required to improve 
the service in preparation to support airport development.
• Daily meteorological measurements using equipment supplied by 
the UK offi ce and to the UK standard to include providing monthly 
reports to the UK which contain complex data while maintaining a 
high degree of accuracy.
• Daily radio-sonde balloon launch, monitoring the H&S compo-
nent of the balloon fi lling with hydrogen and launch.
Salary for the post is at Grade D, commencing at £8154 per annum, 
however the successful applicant without the qualifi cations and 
experience detailed in the job profi le may be required to serve in a 
training grade.
For further details regarding this post, interested persons should 
contact Mr. Mike Durnford, Manager Environmental Risk Manage-
ment; on telephone number 22270 (e-mail mike-durnford@enrd.
gov.sh).
Application forms and Job profi les are available from ANRD, Scot-
land and should be submitted to the Human Resources Manager, 
ENRD, Scotland or e-mail karen-thomas@enrd.gov.sh by no later 
than 4pm on Thursday 19 December 2013.

Mr Ben Samson
Head of Environmental Management Division   5 December 
2013 

Are you running out of time and 
ideas for Christmas shopping?

Then pop long to the front of the Canister on Saturday 21st 
December 2013 where the League of Friends will have stalls 
selling miscellaneous Christmas gifts and goods including 
Christmas puddings. 

Also on sale is a hand sewing machine for £25.00 (for fur-
ther details contact Gay on 23800) and a 14 inch television 
for £25.00 (contact Liz on 22668).

There are also lots of attractive raffl e prizes to be won and 
there will be an opportunity for the kiddies to win a cuddly 
teddy.

Any money raised from this event will go towards buying 
life saving equipment for the 
General Hospital.

So come along and 
support our local hos-
pital whilst making 
the most of this oppor-
tunity for last minute 
shopping!

IN LOVING MEMORY

SUSAN JANE LAWRENCE 
20 August 1966 to 28 November 2013

Sons Cleo and Jamie, daughter April, Mum Iona, part-
ner Derek , sisters Julie, Patty, Sylvia and Pam  along 
with their spouses and families of the late Susan Jane 
Lawrence would like to say “thank you” to everyone 
here and overseas who has given their support in so 
many ways at this sad time.  To all who sent messages 
of sympathy, attended the funeral and paid fl oral trib-
ute.  To Fr Dale for his caring ministry and conduct-
ing the funeral service, to organist Mrs Ivy Ellick; to 
Roy and his Team and Mrs Sandra Leo for the beauti-
ful wreaths.  A “special thank you” to the clients and 
all Susan’s current and former colleagues and friends 
from the CCC for your special tributes to Susan and 
showing she was part of a caring team and to the care 
showed by the medical and nursing staff at the time of 
her passing.   Your kindness is very much appreciated.  

We wish you all a Blessed Christmas season.
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happened.”
Rubi is enjoying working at 2onMain and feels 
that, even in the time she has been there, she 
can already see improvements within herself. 
“Working front of house has defi nitely made 
me more confi dent. I’m more ambitious and, 
obviously, more knowledgeable in the fi eld of 
work,” said Rubi. “Considering I didn’t know 
what I was going to do when I left school, this 
has really opened my eyes to a better career.”

From January, Rubi will be working towards 
an NVQ in Service and Beverage, which takes 
approximately a year, and is hopeful that once 
obtained she can move on and carry out a chefs 

course, where she will work in the kitchen and 
do more behind the scenes work.
Two apprentices that are working in the kitch-
en are Kimberly Thomas and Marissa Thomas. 
Marissa started work at 2onMain last year, 
whereas Kimberly started this year, but Ma-
rissa said this doesn’t mean they do different 
things, as they are both, “on the same level.”
Both of the girls are working towards an 
NVQ2 in Professional Cookery. Kimberly 
has further plans to take a course in manage-
ment, whereas Marissa is hopeful of working 
towards a Diploma in Professional Cookery. 
Marissa is looking forward to the arrival of 
François Ferreira, who is a professional chef 
from South Africa. “I‘m very excited that a 
professional chef is coming,” said Marissa, 
“because we can fi nd out different cooking 
skills that he’ll show us and we will hopefully 
learn a lot more from him.”

The girls then told me of a few things that 
go on behind the scenes to ensure qual-
ity service. “Whoever is on starters must 
ensure that they aren’t sending them out 
well in advance before the main,” said 
Kimberly, “also, I always have to check 
on the vegetable person, so that the meats 
don’t get cooked before the veg.”
The girls say they’re really enjoying 
working at 2onMain and are learning a 
lot of skills that will help them in future. 
They are very heavily involved and even 
get to help with the menus. “We do give 
ideas and they do get chosen to go on the 
menu,” said Kimberly.
All of the girls, including Rubi, are really 
grateful for the opportunity that 2onMain 
and ESH (Enterprise St Helena) has pre-
sented them with. “If you have a passion 
and you see an opportunity like this, just 
grab it, because you don’t know if an-
other will come up again anytime soon,” 
said Marissa. “There are not many op-
portunities like this out there.” 

Liam Yon, SAMS

Whats Cooking Whats Cooking 
at 2onMain?at 2onMain?
Working and training at 2onMain, are a group 
of young apprentices who are looking to ob-
tain professional cooking and hospitality 
qualifi cations’ which will become useful in St 
Helena’s future hospitality industry, provided, 
hopefully, by hotels and restaurants, after the 
airport opens.
One of the apprentices, Rubi-Jade Cranfi eld, is 
working as a trainee restaurant manager. “I do 
waitressing duties as well as deal with the cash 
and also admin work,” she said, “I also help 
to prep the food because of the limited space 
in the kitchen. So the front of the house does 
help with that.”

Rubi started out as an apprentice this year. 
“Starting off, I was always nervous, keep for-
getting to smile,” she laughed, “but now it’s 
something that comes naturally.” Although 
she has gained new skills and has adapted well 
to her job, it has not been all smooth sailing. 
“I’ve spilt a lot of drinks,” she admitted, “I’ve 
even smashed two glasses on a table with peo-
ple sitting around it. But, the important thing 
is to keep smiling and act like nothing even 

“If you have a passion 
and you see an oppurtu-

nity like this, just grab it”

“Considering I didn’t know what 
I was going to do when I left 
school, this has really opened 
my eyes to a better career.”

Trainee Chefs (l-r) - 
Bevan Youde, Marissa, Kimberly
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COFFEE
BREAK

HUMOUR

PEOPLE Movies

A family had twin boys whose only resemblance to each other was 
their looks. If one felt it was too hot, the other thought it was too cold. 
If one said the TV was too loud, the other claimed the volume needed 
to be turned up. Opposite in every way, one was an eternal optimist, 
the other a doom and gloom pessimist. 
Just to see what would happen, on the twins’ birthday their father 
loaded the pessimist’s room with every imaginable toy and game. The 
optimist’s room he loaded with horse manure. 
That night the father passed by the pessimist’s room and found him 
sitting amid his new gifts crying bitterly. 
“Why are you crying?” the father asked. 
“Because my friends will be jealous, I’ll have to read all these in-
structions before I can do anything with this stuff, I’ll constantly need 
batteries, and my toys will eventually get broken.” answered the pes-
simist twin. 
Passing the optimist twin’s room, the father found him dancing for 
joy in the pile of manure. “What are you so happy about?” he asked. 
To which his optimist twin replied, “There’s got to be a pony in here 
somewhere!”
-------
Which reindeer have the shortest legs ?
The smallest ones ! 
-------
What do reindeer have that no other animals have ?
Baby reindeer

 If you would like to take part, we need a good picture of you (which we 
can do) and your top 3 - it could be your top 3 movies, songs, books or 
cars. It could be your top 3 places on St Helena, or top 3 achievements. 
The more interesting the better chance of being chosen, as we will only 
print 1 per week! Email: news@sams.sh with subject heading, top 3.

1. Where Eagles 
    Dare

2. Alien

3. Oblivion

SENTINEL REBOOT - Local news from last year

The Stage at Prince Andrew School was transformed into ‘Plantation Palace’ for the 
Ivylettes Panto, Sleeping Beauty.  The 175 strong audience enjoyed the telling of the clas-
sic fairy tale interspersed with a few twists and local references.

Shayla Ellick, of Cow Path, graduated from the University of Hertfordshire with 1st 
Class Honours Degree in Environmental Management and a University Prize for receiving 
the highest marks on her course.

Classroom Training in hospitality sessions began at the Hospitality Training Centre, 2onMain.  The train-
ing sessions were led by Chef Patron Gillian Moore.

The St Helena Cricket Assiciation received their coloured kit and implemented the use of white balls.

St Helena Broadcasting (Guarantee) Corporation Ltd. www.shbc.sh
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WINNERS OF 
WIREBIRD
HILLS LOGO 
COMPETITION page 2Carols at the Canister page 3

Win £150 in this weeks Newpaper Bingo - page 5Pantomime Report and Pictures pages 6 & 7

WHAT’S 
ON OVER
CHRISTMAS?
St Helena Diary pg 11

ST PAULS 
ADDING THE 
CHRISTMAS
SPIRIT page 13

TONY EARNSHAW
Appointed First Director of
Physical Environment

Yesterday SHG announced the appointment 
of Tony Earnshaw as its fi rst Director of 
Physical Environment; part of the restructur-
ing programme that has seen the closure in 
November of the Infrastructure & Utilities 
Directorate. Earnshaw was previously the 
Lands Executive. 
An interview will be in next weeks Sentinel.

Festival of Lights 
Parade last night

page 4

Famous Birthdays
12 Dec - 18 Dec

Frank Sinatra (1915 - 1998)
Iconic Singer - 12 Dec

Miranda Hart (41)
UK Actress - 14 Dec

Steven Frayne (31)
AKA Dynamo - 17 Dec

Brad Pitt (50)
US Actor - 18 Dec

WUZZLE
A wuzzle is a saying/phrase that is made up of a display of words, in an 
interesting way. The object is to try to fi gure out the well-known saying, 
person, place, or thing that each wuzzle is meant to represent.

Answers at the bottom of pageFUN QUOTE
“I used to have an open mind

 but my brains kept
 falling out”

Gordon Clarke

DID YOU KNOW...
• A can of Diet Coke fl oats while a can of regular coke  
  sinks.
• Eminem’s song ‘ Lose Yourself,’ was the fi rst rap     
  song to win The Academy Award for best original  
  song.
• In Japan, rail companies will fi ne the families of  
  those who commit suicide by jumping in front of  
  trains.
• The hardest tissue in the human body is the tooth  
  enamel.
• The average human will spend 1/3 of their life 
  sleeping, which equates to about 25 years, over a 75    
  year life span.

WUZZLE SOLUTIONS
1. Bermuda Triangle 2. All Kidding Aside

3. Late in the Evening 4. Bump in the Night
5. Baa Baa Black Sheep 6. Super Bowl
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£15,000 from APAX in the last three 
years 

Mr Gavin (Mimmie) Thomas works for APAX a UK
company. Since 2011 the company has generously
given to SHAPE a corporate sponsorship of £5,000 a
year.
In 2011 the monies bought a trailer to be used with
our paper and card recycling facility.
In 2012 the monies went towards the purchase of
our double cab pickup. (The deficit was made up of
the sale of the small SHAPE bus we previously
owned).
This year the monies will go towards ensuring both
our centres have even better disability access.
The funding provided has given SHAPE much
needed capital support which we would not other
wise have. The SHG budget does not stretch this
far. SHAPE has made significant advancements this
past few years and this is attributed to generous
sponsors like APAX.
Our sincere thanks to Gavin and the directors of
APAX for their continued support and commitment
to the developments of SHAPE.

  

Training Restaurant  

VACANCY
St Helena Government has a vacancy for a 
Head of Procurement within Procurement 
Services. Reporting to the Financial Secre-
tary the post holder will initially work along-
side the Corporate Procurement Executive to 
establish and lead a new Procurement func-
tion within Government

Salary for the post is at Grade F, and will be 
between £12,241 and £15,241 per annum; 

this will be dependent on skills and qualifi cations. 

Closing date for applications is 23 December 2013.

For further information please look on the SHG website or view 
the notice board in the foyer of Corporate Human Resources, The 
Castle, Jamestown. 
 
Application forms/information packs are available from Corporate 
Human Resources and Finance. 

B A George Assoc CIPD
Director of Human Resources
Corporate Services                                              10 December 2013

VACANCY
SHG requires a Head of Care to work within the 
Older Persons Services of the Health & Social 
Welfare Directorate.  The Head of Care will be 
responsible for the provision of high quality 
health and social care service to residents and 
day care clients of the Community Care Centre.  
They will be committed to making the CCC a 
centre of excellence in the care of older persons 
and foster a homely atmosphere where residents, 
staff and visitors feel valued. 

The Head of Care will manage a maximum 4 Senior Carers and mini-
mum 12 Carers on shift and provide skilled clinical care and leadership.  
They will promote the concept of holistic care and ensure that residents 
and day care/respite clients are encouraged to be as independent as pos-
sible.

Salary for the post is Grade E, commencing at £10,275 per annum.

Closing date for applications is Monday 23 December 2013.

For further information please look on the SHG website or view the 
notice board in the foyer of Human Resources, at the Castle, Jamestown.  
Application forms and information packs are available from Corporate 
Human Resources and Health & Social Welfare Directorate.

B A George Assoc CIPD
Director of Human Resources                                      
Corporate Services                                                       10 December 2013
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Looking for that special gift for Christmas? 

 Why not call in at Bishops Rooms where there’s something for everyone!   

Call 22900, email service@helanta.co.sh or visit www.sure.co.sh 

 

Looking fooor thaaat speciiial gift fooor Chrrristmas?s??s?

Wh t ll i t Bi h R h th ’ thi f !

Acer Laptops      £474.79 

Apple iPad Mini 16GB     £360.36 

iPad Pens      £10.39 

iPad Mini Case Sleeves     £19.56 

iPad Mini Protection Screen     £10.94 

16GB & 32GB USB Sticks           £10.49 & £18.70 

8GB & 16GB SD Cards      £6.35 & £11.03 

1TB & 2TB External Hard Drives     £77.96 & £163.70 

Laptop Bags, Sleeves & Backpacks 

Novelty Telephones  

    and so much more….. 
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COME & SING 
 
Don’t miss a special Gospel Christmas Programme on Sunday 15 December with the 
Singspirationals and Singers/Musicians from the Blue Hill Community. 
 
PLACE:  Blue Hill Community Centre 
 
TIME: 5:00 pm 
 
Relax and enjoy a good afternoon out West.  C U there! 

The Ministry of Defence (MOD) as own-
ers of the wrecked Darkdale, with the help of 
the Foreign and Commonwealth Offi ce, are 
arranging funding to remove the trapped oil 
onboard. Head of the Environmental Man-
agement Division, Ben Sansom, said, “If we 
can get everything organised and the MOD 
can get all of their equipment arranged, they 
would certainly like to be on St Helena by the 
end of next year, possibly spring 2015.” 

In 1941 a German U-boat attacked and sank 
the RFA Darkdale in James Bay. The Dark-
dale was a fuel tanker stationed in St Helena 
during World War Two when she went down, 
with a supply of oil that has been leaking for 
the last 72 years. 

In 2010 a large oil leak prompted the then 
Governor Andrew Gurr to ask for a survey of 
the wreck to be undertaken.  In May 2012 a 
MOD team from Salvage and Marine Opera-
tions, supported by environmental scientists 
from RPS Consultants, visited St Helena to 
survey the wreck of the RFA Darkdale and 
the surrounding James’ Bay.  

That survey called for the removal of the 
remaining oil from the wreck at the earliest 
opportunity as the estimated 2,326 and 4,952 
cubic metres of oil represents a severe dan-
ger to St Helena’s marine environment and 
wildlife. 

With the wreck continuing to corrode, the 
eventual release of the oil is inevitable unless 
action is taken to remove it from the wreck. 
The environmental study into the potential 
effects of a large oil spill found that there 
would be short term lethal risk to inshore fi sh 
species, and oil persisting in the environment 
would further hinder the recovery of these 
species, potentially causing long term sub-
lethal effects. 

In the short term the report makes recom-
mendations that St Helena Government pro-
hibits anchoring within 200m of the wreck 
site, imposes a fi shing ban over the wreck 
and its immediate area.

It also calls for a long term programme of 
fi sh and environmental monitoring to be set 
up and a larger sample of fi sh from a wider 
area should be taken and analysed. 

Head of the Environmental Management 
Division, Ben Sansom said, “We fully sup-
port the recommendations in the report and 
will provide all the local knowledge and as-
sistance required by the MOD to ensure the 
continued protection of our marine environ-
ment.”

72 Years and Counting for Darkdale Resolution 

Surveying the Darkdale in 2012Surveying the Darkdale in 2012
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First building on your right 

 
On sale includes Ladies party dresses, Jeans, 
tops, shrugs and boyfriend style cardigans. 

Men’s dress shirts boxed and neck ties (ideal for 
Christmas presents) dress pants, Jeans, shorts, 
T shirts etc. Girls party dresses and shoes, Boys 

dress shirts & trousers and little boys track 
shoes 4-9. 

Also on sale is a variety of children’s clothing at 
discount prices! 

 Check out the Xmas bits & bobs and stocking 
fillers.   

Contact: Jean Fowler Tel: 24044 
 

 

 
Please note we will be open every afternoon 

Mondays to Saturdays from 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
thru to 24th December 2013 

www.sams.shTHE SENTINEL Th ursday 12 December 2013

Mobile Banking December 2013 
 

 Bank of St Helena would like to advise the public that Mobile Banking will take place again as of                                   
Monday, 16 December  2013 in the following areas: 

 

Cashiers Office at ANRD Scotland   Monday, 16 December, 9:30 - 1:00pm 
  HTH Supermarket      Thursday, 19 December,  9:30 - 1:00 

  Longwood Supermarket          Friday, 20 December  09.30 - 14:30pm 
 

Save yourself the trip into Jamestown, have all your bills paid, make a withdrawal or a  deposit,                                    
request the balance of your account, set up your standing order, submit your remittance requests,                                  

you can even open a new account. SStatement Prints are also available  
 

All of this and much more from your nearest Mobile Banking Station.. 
 
 

H e a d  O f f i c e :  M a r k e t  S t r e e t  ·  J a m e s t o w n  ·  S t .  H e l e n a  ·  S o u t h  A t l a n t i c  ·  S T H L  1 Z Z  
Tel: +290 2390 · Fax: +290 2553 · e-mail: info@sainthelenabank.com · web: www.sainthelenabank.com  

Established and regulated in St. Helena under the Financial Services Ordinance, 2008 the Company Ordinance, 2004 and the Company Regulations, 2004 

APPLICATION  
CUT-OFF DATES 

Sure  SA  Ltd   would   like   to   advise   that  
applica ons  for  new   Telephone  and  
Television  installa ons  for  service  dates  
before   the   New   Year   should   be    
submi ed  to  Bishops  Rooms  by  no later  
than  15:30  on  Monday 16th December 
2013.   Applica ons  for  new  Broadband 
installa ons  should  be  submi ed  by  no 
later  than   12  noon  on   Friday  20th  
December  2013. 
 

Applica ons received a er these  dates   
will  be  dealt  with  in  the  New  Year. 

Please visit our Customer Care Centre in Jamestown, call 

22900 or email service@sure.co.sh for further informa on. 
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TONY EARNSHAW

Appointed First D
irector of

Physical Environment

Yesterday SHG announced the appointment 

of Tony Earnshaw as its fi rst 
Director of 

Physical Environment; part of the restructur-

ing programme that has seen the closure in 

November of the Infrastructure & Utilitie
s 

Directorate. Earnshaw was previously the 

Lands Executive. 

An interview will be in next weeks Sentinel.

Festival of Lights 

Parade last night

page 4

Advertise with 
The Sentinel

More than 2,100 copies of The Sentinel are 
either sold or downloaded every week, 

reaching all over the world to Saints and 
those interested in St Helena

The Sentinel is online every Thursday
FREE to view & download

Our deadline for submissions is
4pm on Tuesdays, or reserve space in advance for a later deadline

Contact us for information or to submit ads: 
news@sams.sh

Every back issue of The Sentinel is available at all times from our website, 
meaning ongoing promotion for any advertising placed with us



SAMS Radio 1 Streaming LIVE
All the latest News, Notices, Adverts and Conversation from 
St Helena, available 24/7 from our website: www.sams.sh

News & Noticeboard every week day at:
3am, 5am, 7am, 10am, 12pm, 5pm, 7pm, 10pm

Second Chance Sunday
Catch up on all the best interviews from the week 
in our special, Second Chance Sunday, beginning 
every Sunday at 9am

www.sams.sh

Insert

Sentinel Insert
www.sams.shTHE SENTINEL Th ursday 12 December 2013

SUNRISE!
Join our team on SAMS Radio 1, 
Monday to Friday, 7-10am.
All the latest gossip and news 
from St Helena, announcements 
and music, plus different guests 
each day.
It’s a GREAT way to get the day 
started.
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Border watch 

 Importing plants and seed potatoes 
This is the second article in a series describing how you can import things, in this case plant 
material for growing, such as seed potatoes, rose bushes and fruit trees. Previously, we 
explained that St Helena Island has relatively few pests, weeds and diseases compared to 
continental areas such as Africa or Europe. In order to protect the island from the threat of 
new introductions, the goods or commodities which are most likely to harbour pests are 
assessed to determine what the risk is and how it can be minimised. This process is called 
import risk assessment and the conditions under which risky things can be safely imported 
are called the import health standards. 
 
Live plant material imported for growing purposes can be potentially damaging in two 
ways. Firstly, plant species new to the island could be invasive and become weeds 
themselves on agricultural land and protected areas. Secondly, plant material can harbour 
pests and diseases which affect beneficial plants or St Helena endemic species. For these 
reasons we have to be very careful what we import and how it is imported.  
 
At the moment you can import a range of plants, namely fruit trees and bushes, rose 
bushes, seed potatoes and onion sets. 
The photo shows a consignment of rose 
slips imported from Belgium via the UK. 
Fruit trees includes all varieties of citrus, 
pome fruit (apples, pears and their 
relatives) and stone fruit (peaches, 
nectarines, apricots and plums, etc), as 
well as pineapples and a range of berries 
– strawberry, cranberry, currants and 
gooseberry. They can be imported as 
whole plants in sterilised growing 
medium (such as vermiculite), bare 
rooted stock, bud wood, cuttings, tissue culture and seeds. Bud wood refers to the part of a 
plant from which a branch, leaf or flower develops and is used for grafting purposes; cuttings 
are a type of bud wood. The plant material is usually transported in a dormant state and is 
kept alive by transportation under chilled conditions. All plant material must be free from soil 
as that is very high risk from the point of carrying both plant diseases and small invertebrates 
which could be harmful.  
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Plant material has to be checked for any pests and diseases which occur in the 
country of origin and not in St Helena. For example, roses from the UK must be certified 
free from seven major plant diseases: Black spot of roses, Downy mildew, Rust disease, 
Bacterial canker, Prunus necrotic ringspot virus, Apple mosaic virus and Arabis mosaic virus. 
There is no point in importing material which might bring in something that could not only kill 
the new plants themselves, but also spread and affect other fruit trees, ornamental plants, 
crops and our precious and unique native plants. From the UK the best time to export plant 
material is around February to March 
when plants are still dormant, and the 
supplier needs time beforehand to carry 
out the checks and get the certificate. 
 
Seed potato is imported from the UK and 
South Africa under their internationally 
accredited seed potato certification 
schemes which prescribe rigid pest and 
disease growing conditions and regimes 
of testing. 
 
Mushroom spawn can be imported 
freely in the form of spawn from a 
commercial supplier, in small packets the same way as plant seeds are sold. The spawn in 
this case is inoculated on grain and presents no biosecurity risk. There are restrictions, 
however, on spawn inoculated on a growing medium because that is often straw or manure 
which can carry all sorts of undesirables. For this reason spawn on growing medium requires 
a licence.   
 
At the moment we are working on the import health standards for flower bulbs to see if there 
is a safe way to allow importation of new lilies, irises, gladiolus, daffodils and tulips from either 
Europe or South Africa. Bulbs can carry many plant diseases which affect a wide range of 
plants, including potatoes, all our common crops, many ornamentals, fruit trees and forestry 
trees, so we have to be very careful. The assessment of risk will take quite a long time so we 
don’t expect to have an answer for some months to come. 
 
What if you want to import something not on the list? Give us a call to talk it through, we 
will have to carry out an assessment of risk and this will take time as we’re busy with the bulb 
assessment at the moment.  
 
Want to import something on the list? Check out the full import health standard details on 
the biosecurity page of the SHG website http://www.sainthelena.gov.sh/st-helena-
biosecurity-service/. Find a nursery able to supply what you want and give Jill or Rosie a call 
at ANRD on 24724 to find out the diseases and pests they’ll need to be checked for. But look 
around first and see if what you want is already on the island – you might be surprised at the 
range of fruit trees and bulbs around already.  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES DIVSION, SCOTLAND, ST HELENA, SOUTH ATLANTIC OCEAN, STHL 1ZZ 

 Biosecurity Issue No 3: December 2013 
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For Sale
Ford Focus Diesel 1.9 TDi

Full years MOT

Recent service
Please call 24284

SAMS
RADIO 1

102.7MHz, 90.5MHz, 105.1MHz, 105.3MHz
Also Live Streaming via www.sams.sh

CONTACT THE SHOW
To reach the Radio 1 team, call 22727, or 
email: news@sams.sh. You can also contact us via our 
Facebook page - just visit the SAMS website, www.
sams.sh, click the Facebook link at the top right of every 
page. 

St Helena News: Monday to Fridays at
7am, 10am, 12noon, 5pm, 7pm & 10pm
also at 3am & 5am Tuesday to Saturday.
Saturday news: 8am & 12noon

Monday to Friday

SUNRISE 7 to 10am
Live music, entertainment, discussion, interviews and 
trivia. includes: 7am: St Helena News
12.00pm: St Helena News, public service announce-
ments and notice board.
Repeated at midnight everyday.

SATURDAY CHART BUSTERS
A compilation of top chart hits, both new and old.

2nd CHANCE SUNDAY
9.00am - Selection of recorded interviews and pro-
grammes from the week, mixed with easy listening 
sounds for a chilled out Sunday.

GOSPEL FM
Thursday 7.30 - 9.30pm
Presented by John Moyce, 30 minutes of childrens’ 
feature followed by 90 mins of gospel music.

  

THE CHART SHOW
Wednesday 10.30am 
Presented by Helen Wallis and John Woollacott.  Catch 
up on the latest chart music.  Repeated Wednesday 
9.00pm, Thursday 12.15pm and Saturday 1.00pm

BBC WORLD SERVICE NEWS
24/7 on our 2nd radio channel. 
100.7 MHz and 88.1MHz

REWIND
Saturday 9.30am.  Presented by Liam Yon,  Rewind 
takes you back to years gone by featuring a different 
year every week, focussing on the music and stories 
that made it memorable.
Repeated on Saturday at 6.00pm, Monday at 7.30pm & 
Wednesday at 12.15pm

MUD ON THE TIRES
Each week this show turns the musical spotlight on 
the wonderful world of country music. Join Darrin 
Henry as he discovers more about the singers and 
bands, the inside stories and of course, the best coun-
try sounds around today.
Sunday: 11am and 7pm. Tuesday 11.30pm, Thursday 
10.15am, Friday 5.30pm.

JUICY MANGO
Mondays, 5.30pm. An informal chat show, covering 
a wide range of topics, with a group of guests, talking 
about different aspects of St Helena life.  
Repeated Tuesday 10.15am, Friday 5.30pm & Sunday
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CHURCH NOTICES

FaithMatters

Seventh Day Adventist

Saturday  14th December
9:15- 10:40am- Sabbath School
11:00- 12:00- Divine Service
2:00- 3:00pm - Personnal Ministry

Monday 16th December
Bible Study at home of Pam and Lionel 
Joshua.

Tuesday 17th December
7:00pm- Bible study at Guinea Grass, (home 
of Andrew & Shara Robinson) 

Wednesday 18th December
7:30- 8:30pm- Prayer Meeting in Church

Thursday 19th December
7:00pm- Bible Study at home of Arnold & 
Sandra Crowie

ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND     
For more information, contact Pastor Clack 
Tel No. 22267, Email: grace4grabs@gmail.
com

Lieutentant Coral Yon
Luke Chapter 2 verse 
7 says ‘She gave birth 
to her fi rstborn, a son.  
She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him 
in a manger, because 
there was no room for 
them in the inn.’ (NIV)

The foundation of a healthy family life is 
the secure knowledge of commitment to one 
another.  A lack of security of this nature could 
result in discord, instability, and probably even 
broken relationships.
One would have expected a similar uncertain-
ty developing in the lives of Joseph and Mary 
during the birth of Jesus Christ.  However, it 
did not, for the simple reason that their faith in 
God was strong and they knew that, regardless 
of how diffi cult things may become, He was 
always with them and He would never forsake 
them.
During Christmas time especially, there are 
without a doubt, many people who feel lonely, 
insecure, unloved and abandoned.  Things may 
not be going well in their lives and they may 
be living in diffi cult conditions.  There may be 
those who feel rejected because of guilt that 
isolates them from the warmth of a friendship 
circle.
While preparing yourselves for Christmas, re-
member that He was called Emmanuel: God 
with us! So whatever problems you may have 
and whatever circumstances you may be expe-
riencing, never forget that God is with you.  In 
these days, cling to His promise that He will 
never leave you nor forsake you.  Be strength-
ened by this promise and open your hearts to 
receive the wonderful blessings of this special 
time of year.  I pray also that God will help 
each of us to be more loving and kind to those 
who at this time of the year feel lonely, inse-
cure and unloved.  
‘If we love one another, God lives in us and his 
love is made complete in us.’1 John Chapter 4 
verse 12.
Take care and God bless  

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org

BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods

DEVOTIONAL MEETING

Thursday  12th December 2013
8pm.

ALL ARE WELCOME
“ Love is ---- the supreme magnetic force that 
directeth the movements of the spheres in the 

celestial realms.” Abdu’l-Baha

For further information, please contact  24525

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul  
Sunday 15 December    
3 Advent Sunday 
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,           Cathedral
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,           Cathedral
3.30 p.m. Eucharist,              St Peter
Thursday 19 December   
10.00 a.m.Eucharist,                Arabia
Sunday 22 December     
4 Advent Sunday 
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,           Cathedral
11.00 a.m.Sung Eucharist,          St Andrew
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist,           St Helena 
7.30 p.m. Ecumenical Service, 
                                             Courthouse Steps
The Parish of St James   
Sunday 15 December   
3 Advent Sunday
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,            St James
6.45 p.m. Christmas Musical,            St James
Monday 16 December  
10.00 a.m.Eucharist,            St James
Tuesday 17 December
10.00 a.m.Eucharist,            St James
Wednesday 18 December    
7.30 a.m. Eucharist,            St James
Thursday 19 December    
7.00 p.m. Eucharist with Healing,        St John
Friday 20 December
10.00 a.m. Eucharist,            St James
Sunday 22 December      
4 Advent Sunday
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,            St James
7.30 p.m. Ecumenical Service,   
                              Courthouse Steps
Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 15 December  
3 Advent Sunday
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,        St Matthew
11.00 a.m. Christmas Mass,     Woody Ridge
7.00 p.m. Sung Eucharist & Advent Carols, 
                               St Mark
Tuesday 17 December   
7.00 p.m.  Eucharist,             St Mark
Wednesday 18 December
7.00 p.m. Christmas Musical,             St Mark
Sunday 22 December      
4 Advent Sunday
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,        St Matthew

              BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 15th December

1)8.45 am Divine Service,Sandy Bay Chapel,
2)10.45 am Divine Service,  
Head O’Wain Chapel 
3) 6.00 pm Divine Service,Jamestown Chapel

Preacher is Arthur Beckett at Sandy Bay, and 
Pastor Graeme at
Head O’Wain and Jamestown.  

5.00 pm Prayer Meeting, 
Jamestown Schoolroom

Bible studies & Sunday School in recess until 
the New Year
  
For more info contact Pastor Graeme 
Beckett
Email: graemebbeckett@gmail.com
Tel. 22388

Salvation Army’s carol singing at Rosemary Plain
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 Cooking up a storm with Local Produce 

For more information and to make a reservation for one of the above sessions please  
contact Mandy O’Bey at 2onMain on 22110 

The Hospitality Up-Skilling Project is delighted to announce the visit of 
well known South African Chef and Author Francois Ferreira who is         
co-owner of the Eden School of Culinary Arts and Etude Hospitality 

School. 
 

Francois will be arriving on Saturday 04th January 2014 and departing on Saturday 18th January 2014 

The workshops will be held at 2onMain as follows: 
WHEN WHAT WILL BE COVERED TIME 

Wed 08th Jan 2014 Fast Food & Take Away workshop 5pm - start of talk / Demo    

7pm - Presentation Buffet dinner 

Thurs 09th Jan 2014 St Helena Curry workshop 5pm - start of talk / Demo  

7pm Presentation Buffet dinner 

Fri 10th Jan 2014 St Helena Local Produce and table 

decor workshop 

5pm– start of talk/workshop    

7pm –Presentation Buffet dinner 

Wed 15th Jan 2014 St Helena Fish demo for  party & 

event catering 

5pm-start of talk/workshop     

7pm—Presentation Buffet dinner 

Thurs 16th Jan 2014  St Helena Fish and Olive Oil demo for 

dining service 

6pm– start of talk/workshop  

7pm -Presentation Dinner 

Councillor Derek Thomas started his second 
term in offi ce in July. He wanted to enlighten 
the island about his aspirations leading up to the 
general election and progress made on these to 
date. 
Mr Thomas told SAMS that his main focus this 
time, was trying to improve on the Basic Island 
Pension (BIP) and Income Related Benefi ts 
(IRB). The new benefi ts system (introduced 
April 2011) intended that it be reviewed after 
one year and councillors have now considered 
the recommendations by Professor Roy Sains-
bury and Jonathon Bradshaw.   
Social benefi ts have been linked to Minimum 
Income Standard, which resulted in an increase 
in BIP and IRB rates from 1 December. Other 
changes will require amendments to the Social 
Security Ordinance and Regulations. “I think 
the council is committed to bringing about some 
changes from 1 April 2014,” said Mr Thomas. 
“We have met to discuss budget priorities and 
hopefully, some additional monies will be made 
available to implement some of the recommen-
dations.” 
A contentious issue it appears is when a BIP and 
IRB recipient living in a transitionally protected 
household, has the equivalent of a BIP increase 
deducted from the IRB recipient when increases 
are awarded. In the old IRB system a married 
couple received £60 compared to two single 

Councillor Derek Thomas: Second Time Round 
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS people living together receiving £80. This was 

thought to be unfair and corrected in the new 
rules. “When increases are awarded now,” said 
Mr Thomas, “not everybody sees it and that is a 
problem at the moment.” 
 Mr Thomas explained that the private sector 
was aggrieved at having to apply for a work per-
mit or employment certifi cate but government is 
exempt from employment control. Councillors 
approved a motion in Formal Legislative Coun-
cil in October for the Immigration Ordinance to 
be reviewed. Mr Thomas hopes the Ordinance 
can be appropriately amended at the next Formal 
meeting.  
The establishment of an apprenticeship scheme 
coincides with one of Mr Thomas’ aspirations. 
He is pleased to see this up and running, “but 
it needs fi ne tuning to ensure that when people 
engage in the scheme, the scheme is designed 
to suit specialist skills and needs of the island.” 
Creating a fairer and more acceptable cus-
toms duty system, was another ambition of Mr 
Thomas. A working group is looking into cur-
rent duties and will make recommendations for 
consideration. “The building and farming indus-
tries would like to see other things included at 
the lower rate of 5%,” said Mr Thomas, “There 
are also thoughts that unhealthy goods should 
perhaps be at a higher rate.” 
Councillors wanted a Freedom of Information 
Bill introduced early. “What the council has 
agreed as an initial approach,” said Mr Thomas, 

“is to set proper criteria as to how information 
should be made available, so it is quite clear, 
properly defi ned, and the public can have a doc-
ument to see.” 
The councillor wanted to see improved care fa-
cilities for the disabled and elderly, with regard 
to Carers’ allowance being commensurate with 
the level of home care provided. Mr Thomas 
said, “There are also people in care, who need 
full-time care, and they are only receiving par-
tial allowance.” He explained that the Health 
Directorate is looking to see how this can be best 
improved. Budget constraints would have to be 
considered when the overall budget is addressed.      
Mr Thomas wanted to improve medical care; 
“how would this be achieved,” I asked. He 
thought that steps are already in place. A lot 
of essential equipment is going to be replaced 
within the hospital and there are plans to refur-
bish and redevelop it. “So that will bring about 
general improvements,” he said, “but, when you 
rely on budgetary aid you will always fi nd in the 
medical profession, that health care can be im-
proved.” 
Following his return from overseas business, in 
December, Mr Thomas reported that sports fa-
cilities in St Helena needed improving. “We are 
behind compared to most Overseas Territories 
when it comes to sport,” Mr Thomas said. He 
would like to see sport as a National Goal and 
properly in the school’s curriculum. NASAS 
would be doing a presentation to Legislative 
Council with a view to trying to raise the profi le 
of sport.  
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Friday 20th Dec 2013                                      
Monday 23rd Dec 2013 
Tuesday 24th Dec 2013 
Wednesday 25th Dec 2013 
Thursday 26th Dec 2013  
Friday 27th Dec 2013 
Monday 30th Dec 2013 
Tuesday 31st Dec 2013 
Wednesday 01st Jan 2014 

09:00 – 12:00 
09:00 – 15:30 
09:00 – 11:00 
CLOSED 
CLOSED 
09:00 – 11:00 
09:00 – 11:00 
09:00 – 11:00 
CLOSED 
 

PLEASANT VALLEY FARM & WINE CELLAR LTD
 

A Message to all our 
Wine Customers:

 
We can’t return until 11th January and will be sorry 
to miss you all this Christmas -  BUT - no need to 

miss out on your Christmas wine supplies as we are 
trading as normal and have good stocks available. 
Order NOW for free delivery before Christmas. 

Order forms available by email at 
STYLES.HOME@cwimail.sh or 

phone George tel. 24482 evenings/weekends.

Minimum order 6 bottles.
 

***NEWS ALERT***
 

Our new range of local and European wines will 
now launch in late January !!!

 
*****

 
John & Lynnette of PLEASANT VALLEY FARM 
& WINE CELLAR LTD. wish all our customers 
a truly MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY 

NEW YEAR.”

LPG  GAS BOMB REFILLING 
SERVICE OVER THE 
CHRISTMAS PERIOD

Solomon and Company wishes 
to advise LPG customers of the 

following times for the refi lling of Gas Bombs at the 
Hutt’s Gate Store over the Christmas period.

Thursday 12th December 2013 -  From 11am – 1pm.

Thursday 19th  December 2013 - From 11am – 1pm.

Friday 27th December 2013 - From 10 – 11am.

All LPG customers are reminded that 14kg gas 
cylinders  will be available through the Company’s 
outlets at Sandy Bay, Silver Hill and Half Tree Hol-
low should your cylinder run out over the Christmas 
holidays.

Normal services for the refi lling of Gas Bombs will 
resume from Thursday 2nd January 2014.

2nd December 2013
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 Nelson Mandela - a world leader and ad-
mired elder statesman who had suffered a slew 
of health problems in recent years has died 
at the age of 95, on 5 December, at home in 
the company of his family. “he passed away 
peacefully,” South African President, Jacob 
Zuma, announced to the nation. 

“Our nation has lost its greatest son,” said Mr 
Zuma, who praised the Mandela family for 
sacrifi cing so much “so that our people could 
be free”. 

Leaders from countries around the world have 
be sending messages of condolences to the 
South African people ahead of the funeral on 
Sunday.

On Tuesday the national memorial service for 
Mandela was held in Johannesburg attended 
by tens of thousands of South Africans and 
dozens of world leaders, in one of the biggest 
gatherings of international dignitaries in re-

Nelson Mandela DiesNelson Mandela Dies
World MournsWorld Mourns

Key date in Nelson Mandela’s Life

Nelson Mandela 1918 -2013

1918 Born in the Eastern Cape
1943 Joined African National Congress
1956 Charged with high treason, but charges 
dropped after a four-year trial
1962 Arrested, convicted of incitement and 
leaving country without a passport, sen-
tenced to fi ve years in prison

Nelson Mandela 
1918 -2013

cent years, at the FNB stadium.

US President Barack Obama, Cuban President 
Raul Castro and UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon addressed the service.

Locally, Basil Read St Helena Island Director, 
Deon De Jager said on Friday, It’s very sad, 
everyone is in shock.” At the main Basil Read 
Offi ce the South African fl ag was fl own at half 
mast. 

Nelson Mandela was one of the world’s 
most revered statesmen, locally called by 
the affectionate name ‘Madiba’, who led 
the struggle to replace the apartheid re-
gime of South Africa with a multi-racial 
democracy.

After spending 27 years in jail for politi-
cal activity, he was released in 1990 and 
became the country’s fi rst black president 
four years later. He was instrumental in 
leading the drive for peace in other spheres 

of confl ict. His works toward peace and unity 
won him the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993.

He was a man of considerable charisma, a self-
deprecating sense of humour with a lack of bit-
terness over his harsh treatment.  His amazing 
life story partly explained his extraordinary 
global appeal.

‘Education is the most powerful weapon 
which you can use to change the world.’ Nel-
son Mandela 1918 -2013

1964 Charged with sabotage, sentenced 
to life
1990 Freed from prison
1993 Wins Nobel Peace Prize
1994 Elected fi rst black president
1999 Steps down as leader
2001 Diagnosed with prostate cancer
2004 Retires from public life
2005 Announces his son has died of an 
HIV/Aids-related illness
Dates sourced from www.bbc.co.uk

‘THE CHRISTMAS CHILL’ 

Saturday 28 December 2013 
This event is a Must for your  
Christmas calendar of events. 
Be sure to book it in now and  

join in with the 
Fun, Food and Fellowship at 

KINGSHURST COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Full details to follow 

d

d
t

Photo: www.saao.ac.za 
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Please contact: Gina Henry, Crown Estates Assistant
email address: gina henry@enrd.gov.sh,
Telephone number: 22270, in Essex House,
Jamestown for an information pack. 

On behalf of the St. Helena Government, the Property Division
has the following buildings for sale:

WRANGHAMS HOUSE, SANDY BAY. Grade 2 listed, traditional stone
built house in mature private grounds of 3.1 acres, this property is in
need of renovation and offers development potential grounds.
Offered on a long term leasehold basis (alternative proposals will be
considered) Premium bid sought.
Guide price for offers £90,000.00
Closing date for bids are: 12 noon Wednesday 5th February2013.

HEAD ‘O’ WAIN CLINIC. Single storey building, in rural setting, currently
has two reasonable sized rooms and toilet with an enclosed veranda,
potential to be refurbished to create a private house, available on a
freehold basis Guide price for offers £15,000.00
Closing date for bids are: 12 noon Wednesday 12th February 2013.

OLD PWSD STORE, JAMESTOWN: Grade 3 listed building, substantial
stone built, former bonded warehouse, in a prime location , opposite
the Castle building and close to the sea front, this building are planned
over ground and two upper levels and has potential
to be re development to a variety of alternative uses.
Guide price for offers £250,000.00
Closing date for bids are: 12 noon Wednesday
26th February 2013

PROPERTIES FOR SALE

HIGH SPEED STANDSTILL
The Fibre Wide Area Network (WAN) project has ground to a halt af-
ter “hitting a small snag, with planning permission regarding the plinths 
that play a vital role in the interception of some of the cable,” said Adam 
Yon, Networks Manager for Sure South Atlantic Limited.
Instead of the normal dusty, excavations on the streets of Jamestown, 
Sure South Atlantic Limited continued the Fibre (WAN) project they 
have been contracted to deliver by St Helena Government, by installing 
the fi bre optic cable.  The project has so far seen the streets of James-
town dug up to accommodate ducting that will house the underground 
fi bre cable.
“What we’re doing now is installing a 192 core fi bre cable,” said Adam.  
“The cable is coming from cab 2 in Narrabacks, into Bishops Rooms 
which is going to be the main distribution hub.”
When will the project be completed?  “Unfortunately I can’t really give 
you an answer,” said Adam.  “After hitting the snags, it’s now impos-
sible for me to inform of the completetion date for this project.”
The project has been brought to a standstill and is likely to be delayed 
by at least 2-3 months.

A Celebration of Christmas

At
Prince Andrew School
19th December 7pm

A festive evening of

instrumental groups, choirs, solos &
drama from students at PAS with

Pilling, Harford and St Paul’s primary
choir.

Free entry.

Refreshments will be on sale.
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SCHOOLS
HARFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL -  FOCUS ON LITERACY 
Yr 1 /2 have been learning to write LIMERICKS.   Do enjoy reading their efforts below!

There was once a young man 
from Brazil

There was once a young man from 
Brazil,
Who swallowed a dynamite pill,
His head started to explode,
And it blowed over the road,
And his ears fl ew over the hill.

By Dominic Richards 

There was once a musical king

There was once a musical king,
Who suddenly started to sing,
He got better and better,
And he got a letter,
He was such a talented king.

By Pip Keogh-McLeod

There was once a musical king

There was once a musical king,
Who suddenly started to sing,
And while he was singing his voice ran 
over the hill,
And then he was chill,
He was such a talented king.

By Charlotte Leask Yr 1

There was a witch named Winnie

There was a witch named Winnie,
Who drove a little red Minnie,
Her little red Minnie broke down,
In the little Minnie Jamestown,
And that was the end of Winnie’s Min-
nie.

By Yr 1 & 2

There once was a man 
from Brazil. 

There once was a man 
from Brazil, 
Who swallowed a dyna-
mite pill, 
His body grew big, 
And he looked like a pig, 
And his ears fl ew over 
the hill. 

By Max Benjamin

There once was a musical King.

There once was a musical King, 
Who suddenly started to sing, 
He started to cry, 
And said will I die, 
That silly old talented King.

By Gulliver Kleinjan

There was a witch named Winnie. 

There was a witch named Winnie, 
Who drove a red Minnie, 
She drove so fast, 
That she never stopped, but went past, 
So they went to look Mrs Lynnie    

By Bianca Thomas
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PHOTOS

Grandma’s Special Birthday
St Pauls Primary School’s Christmas PlaySt Pauls Primary School’s Christmas Play

L-R: Alayah, Danny and KatelynL-R: Alayah, Danny and Katelyn

Reece

Jamie-Grace and Peyton

L-R: Jayanne, Tyrone, Jaydee, JT, Raylisha, Carla and TyL-R: Jayanne, Tyrone, Jaydee, JT, Raylisha, Carla and Ty

Jamie
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For every £20.00,  
and every £10.00 spent thereafter,  

in the same purchase 
in any of the Company’s Grocery Outlets. 

 

Get Your 
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ST HELENA SNIPPET

Harford Primary School pulled out all the 
stops on Tuesday evening and raised the roof 
when they delivered a brilliant performance of 
their nativity play, 'C H R I S T M A S spells 
Christmas.'  St Matthews church was fi lled to 
the rafters, much to Father Fred's delight and a 
80cm high stage dominated the front ensuring 
everyone got a good view.  
The scene was set on the studio of 'Longwood 
TV News' and newsreaders, Paige and Court-
ney reported breaking news of a discovery of 
nine large envelopes that had been delivered 
by Santa Claus.  On location correspondents, 
Leanne and Colby reported news from various 
sites as the mystery unravelled.
Each envelope was opened throughout the 
play; C stood for Christmas, H for Heavenly 
News, R for Rockin' and Rolling to Bethle-
hem... The story unfolded and after some 'tur-
bulence' everyone had time travelled back to 
before the birth of baby Jesus in Israel.
There were heavenly angels "posse" led by 
Gabriel (Hannah) who boogied, hand-jived 

Harford Rockin’ and Rollin’ to Bethlehem

and mash potatoed as they passed 
on the message of the coming of 
Jesus.  Cut to Joseph (Zac) and 
a heavily pregnant Mary (Pip) 
making their way to Bethlehem.  
News correspondent Colby fool-
ishly asked Mary if they were 
competing in a race or doing ex-
ercise.  "Exercise?  The baby is 
doing enough kicking already!" 
snapped an irate Mary. 
There was an extremely cute ren-
dition of 'Nessun Dorma' by the 
Three 'Tenor' Shepherds (Sha-
quille, Thomas and Pascal) who 
were competing in 'Bethlehem's 
Got Talent.'

After an emergency birth which was 
alerted by the donkey (Joey) display-
ing a fl ashing siren light on his head, 
baby Jesus made a quick arrival and 
Mary announced he weighed "7lb and 
2oz."
Right on cue the three wise men 
(Tristan, Thomas and Alonzo) turned 
up who also happened to be multi-
talented, magical entertainers and as-
tronomers.  "That means we look at 
stars, like Brittany, Madonna..."
Written professionally by Stuart Ross, 
the play was injected with a good 
measure of humour and the cast were 
extremely timely on their delivery.  
Parents Fiona and Ian Smythe kept the 
tunes coming and played vibrantly on 
the piano.
Carlene Crowie was beaming after the 
performance and summed up exactly 
how she felt about her pupils star per-
formance, "I am extremely proud to be 
their headteacher."Joseph (Zac Algate) and Mary (Pip McLeod) surrounded by angelsJoseph (Zac Algate) and Mary (Pip McLeod) surrounded by angels

Tori EllickTori Ellick

Hannah Hickling and Colby ThomasHannah Hickling and Colby Thomas

Courtney Green and Paige WilliamsCourtney Green and Paige Williams
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The festive season is a time for all to enjoy, 
young and old, able or disabled. This is why 
the Post Offi ce veranda is now being reno-
vated to make it accessible by wheelchair, so 
that the disable are not “denied viewing of the 
(festive) events.”
Chairman of the Disabled Persons Aid Soci-
ety, Ian Rummery, told us that this project has 
been in the pipeline for quite some time now. 
“This has been on the cards for a number of 
years. It had planning permission several years 
ago.” He explained that wheelchair access was 
in the original plans for the post offi ce devel-
opment but he doesn’t know why it wasn’t put 
in at the front.
The Post Offi ce is accessible by wheelchair 
through the back, though Ian feels this isn’t 
good enough. “To me, the ‘gold standard’ 
disabled access is if a person is able to use a 
wheelchair independently. Round the back of 
the Post Offi ce, having to get through the car 
park, and then having to ring someone to get 
them to put the ramp over the steps, clearly we 
didn’t feel that constituted adequate disabled 
access.”
Ian went on to say that the Post Offi ce Veranda 
is public space and that people enjoy sitting 
there, so the disabled shouldn’t be denied ac-
cess to the area.
The plan is to make a gap on the side of the 

Post Offi ce, near Solomons The Star, to allow 
people to access the veranda from that side. 
“It’ll also make things a lot easier for people 
with push chairs,” said Ian. 

The Disabled Persons Aid Society is very 
happy about the project and look forward to 
seeing it in use, especially over the Christmas 
Period.      

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS TO THE POST OFFICE

Have a St Helena Christmas!

Looking for that meaningful and different
gift for that special someone?

Come and see what the Trust has in our very small, very special
shop in Broadway House.

G Unique jewellery with an island theme made exclusively for
the Trust – St Helena Dragonfly, Blushing Snail, Ebony Flower,
Gumwood Tree – and the Wirebird of course.

Buy someone Membership and support the Trust, or buy them a
tree planting at Millennium Forest, or sponsor a Wirebird as a
present to them. Special Certificates you can give them in
recognition.

Support the Trust, support your Heritage, support your Island.
There’s nothing like it on earth!

St Helena National Trust

And by the way – we at the Trust wish everyone a
very special – St Helena Christmas!

SAMS VACANCIES
South Atlantic Media Services Ltd, (SAMS) provides media services for 
St Helena and her Diaspora; the weekly Sentinel newspaper, daily news 
and programme content for SAMS Radio 1, the SAMS Facebook page and 
website. The team at SAMS covers a wide range of island events fi rst hand, 
under all conditions and on any given day of the week. Content varies from 
politics to sport; charity events to community functions, school activities 
to island development and everything in between. SAMS is still relatively 
new, but strives to maintain high standards in all aspects of operations, in-
cluding news accuracy and reliability, photography, educational and infor-
mative entertainment, and cultural identity and promotion. 
SAMS relies on the dedication and reliability of its team. The work is in-
tense meeting multiple deadlines each day and a very public output, gen-
erating a constant pressure to deliver. A genuine enthusiasm for excellence 
and learning is essential. 

Graphic Designer and Radio Production Assistant
Key responsibilities include the co-ordinating, design and layout of The 
Sentinel newspaper content and timely submission to the printers; man-
agement and production of certain Sentinel page content; assisting in the 
delivery of SAMS radio productions.

Administration Assistant and Radio Production Assistant
Key responsibilities include managing the day to day customer invoicing; 
management of customer advertising; general administration assistance 
with other aspects of SAMS operations; assisting in the delivery of SAMS 
radio productions.

The ideal candidate for both vacancies should have a valid driving licence 
and be willing to assist and develop their skill sets in other aspects of the 
organisations operations.
A covering letter and current CV should be submitted to: Darrin Henry, 
CEO, SAMS, 1st Floor, New Porteous House, Jamestown. Applications 
can also be emailed to: ceo@sams.sh

Work starting on access point
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When you spend over £30.00. 
Warrens Shop, The Bazaar,  

DIY Store and Half Tree Hollow Hardware. 
 

Up To 
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CColourful crafts 
dd 

“Cherish our past; value the future”

and 
Conservationn projectsCherish our past; value the future Conservation projects

Come and join members of the St Helena National Trust at the Public Library onCome and join members of the St Helena National Trust at the Public Library on
the 17th Dec.

Learn about our new project “Community Forests ” withLearn about our new project Community Forests with
Martina Peters Forest Schools Officer

And

What’s in the world of colourful invertebrates with
Liza Fowler Invertebrate Education Officer

There will be a range of activities for children
(all children must be accompanied by an adult)

A huge amount of upgrade work is been un-
dertaken behind the chain-linked fence of the 
Red Hill, Water Treatment Plant.  Work began 
in October to refurbish the plant and fi lter sys-
tem under the supervision of Irish contractors 
TES.  Simultaneous works are ongoing at the 
Hutts Gate, Levelwood and Jamestown treat-
ment plants.  “Redhill works has more signifi -
cance, given the fact that this is where there 
has been a lot of problems with water supply 
in recent times,” said Operations Director for 
Connect Saint Helena, Leon de Wet.  “The im-
provements here are quite considerable.”
The old plant operated on three fi lters that 
were primarily used for the removal of magne-
sium iron from the water.  These have been re-
placed with three new fi lters that are currently 
manually controlled.  They will eventually be 
switched to be electronically controlled.  “The 
quality of the water is much better now than 
with the old fi lters,” confi rmed Plant Manager, 
David Peters.
Three large black imposing water tanks have 
also been erected on site.  Two with a capacity 
of 350 cubic metres for raw water, they now 
replace an antiquated block-work tank which 
is being converted into storage.  Another has a 
740 cubic metre capacity for clear water. 
Impurities from raw water are removed as it 
is passed through layers of sand compositions 
inside the fi lters.  These impurities are fl ushed 
out of the system that is back washed on a dai-
ly basis.  Water is then chlorinated and placed 
into the treated water tanks.  “Then with the 
new disinfection regime we have, it will be 
tested again and chlorinated before it is sent 
out,” explained Leon.  The water section aims 
to hold at least 24 hours of treated water on 
site.
The sand medium in the fi lters will be manu-
ally changed every three to fi ve years.
Works have been going to plan, the project is 
ahead of schedule, and the contractors will re-
turn to Ireland for the Christmas break.  The 
project will pick up again in January.
I asked Leon how St Helena’s water quality is 
rated compared to world standards.  “We aim 
to meet World Health Organisation standards.  
These standards are exceptionally high, it’s 
not a case of whether people get ill, like, for 
instance in Sandy Bay [untreated water].  Your 
immune system will sometimes adjust.  We are 
constantly working towards providing a world 
class standard.  But our water is way above 
what would be a minimum requirement from 
a health point of view,” said Leon.  “With the 
new plant we will be able to consistently meet 
those requirements.”

Water Quality Improvements
Sharon Henry, SAMS

Water section crew with TES contractors

Jonathan Fuller and Stefan LeoJonathan Fuller and Stefan Leo
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HALF TREE HOLLOW SUPERMARKET and  
HALF TREE HOLLOW FUEL STATION,  

 
Sunday Opening   

10am – 1pm. 
 

Whole Roasted Chickens available by pre-order 
Tele: 23559 
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Monday morning saw Longwood fi lled 
with the delighted screams of the children of 
Harford Primary School. Arriving at school 
they saw an amazing addition to the school 
fi eld- an adventure Jungle Gym. Basil Read’s 
suppliers have generously donated the equip-
ment and a team of Basil Read construction 
workers gave up their weekend to come and 
install the equipment. This fantastic show of 
generosity and kindness from Basil Read is 
greatly appreciated by all at the school- a big 
THANK YOU to Basil Read from Harford’s 
children, teachers, parents and friends.
The school have been looking into plans and 
materials for the Schools Spruce and Play-
ground projects. Hoping to stretch the budget 
a little further the Basil Read logistics team in 
Johannesburg were contacted hoping for ad-
vice on the most economical way of making 
our plans a reality. They contacted suppliers 
Ohorongo Cement, Ash Resources and Mei-
huizens International who came back with a 
simple suggestion- let us sponsor a piece of 
equipment. With shipping fees covered by 
Basil Read St Helena a container arrived on 
island in early December. A core team of Basil 
Read workers (led by Gideon Niemand father 
of GJ from year 1 and Lourens from nursery) 
continued this show of generosity by volun-
teering their weekend to install the equipment. 
A special thanks to these kind gentlemen for 
they have created a wonderful play environ-
ment for our junior school children.
This generosity means that the school can now 
focus their efforts on the Early Years Play-
ground. With the majority of the budget being 
taken up with building an equipment storage 

Christmas Comes Early For Harford Primary

shed (freeing up valuable classroom space for 
the growing number of pupils) the school is 
looking for donations of fencing, rope and 
paint for a “spruce” of existing equipment 
and any “spare” blocks or roofi ng materials to 
contribute towards the shed. In the new year 
we will be asking for parents and friends of 
the Harford Community to get together for a 
spruce day to give our littlest children a play 
environment as special as that of their bigger 
friends.   
St Helena National Trust are making sure that 
as the PTA work towards improving the envi-
ronment for the children of Harford the impor-
tance of our natural resources and culture are 
kept in mind. Plans for a “Bug Hotel”, outdoor 
musical instruments and companion planting 
tie together Harford’s biggest priorities- our 

children, our environment and our culture. 
This is a really positive time for Harford Pri-
mary, under the caring expertise of our teachers 
the school is going from strength to strength, 
helping every pupil work hard to be the best 
that they can be. The community is playing 
their part in supporting this effort by working 
together to provide the best possible environ-
ment to encourage our children to thrive.
Anyone who is not already involved but would 
like to be please contact the school any mem-
ber of the PTA, they will be delighted to hear 
from you. By working together the community 
of Longwood, Levelwood and Alarm Forest 
are bringing together something really special 
for our children. 

Contributed by Paula McLeod

Jamestown Rifl e Club
Pat Henry, Chairman JTRC
SHOOTINGNEWS

Simon and Pat Henry, 
at Saturday’s air rifl e 
open day, Jamestown 
Rifl e Club

Training given by Simon Henry to the youth members is really making a difference of improve-
ment to their shooting. He is always introducing new methods and ideas in our training pro-
gramme each week which can cause our scores to drop a bit at fi rst, but, after we discover the 
content behind it we gain a good end result and understand the technical side. 

We can always us these ideas whenever we are shooting 
in practice or competitions. Kayleigh Harris, Jodie Con-
stantine, Megan Peters, Jordie and Madolyn Andrews 
are all continuing to work hard. 
Tuesday night 10 December 2013, we had nine members 
shooting it was quite an exciting night, everyone aiming 
for the highest score. Deirdre kept her scores level with 
96.5 and 96.2, Richard Wallis had some help with ad-
justments and shot 91.2, 85 and 94.2, Pat Henry stayed 
on target with 98.4 and 98.6, Kara Henry feeling her way 
with new adjustments scored 89.1. Chay Plato was back 
and shot 80.3 and 92.3, Chad Corker shot 83.1 and 93.4, 
Simon Isaac shot 83.1 and 85 one of our young and keen 
members Kia Mogg with 92.1 on the sand bag and for 
the fi rst time with a jacket and sling she shot 81/90 a 
good performance. Madolyn Andrews for the second 
time using a different rifl e and doing fi ne shot 190.2/200 
and 98.4/100, Jordie Andrews 187.1/200 and 98.5/100. 
It was a long and but enjoyable night. 
Next Tuesday 17 December, we will have our Christmas 
Novelty shoot, everyone shooting bring a wrapped gift, 
see you all then.

j

N
N

Basil Read workers who built the Jungle Gym
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(Reuters) - Sports-mad South Africa saluted 
Nelson Mandela on Saturday with smiles and 
moments of silence in honour of the late anti-
apartheid leader, who inspired people to pur-
sue the impossible from politics to the playing 
fi eld.
The tributes stretched across the sporting spec-
trum, from club cricket and fun runs to top 
fi xtures such as a League Cup fi nal between 
Platinum Stars and Orlando Pirates, the Sowe-
to giants believed to have been Mandela’s fa-
vourite soccer side.
Saturday’s Cup fi nal before a 40,000 crowd in 
the northeast city of Nelspruit was preceded by 
a moment of silence in honour of South Af-
rica’s fi rst black president, whose early sport-
ing prowess, particularly in boxing and soccer, 
was cut short when he was jailed for 27 years 
by the apartheid government.
A cricket one-day international against India 
in Durban went ahead as planned on Sunday 
after talks with the government over whether 
to postpone it as a mark of respect.
It too would include tributes to Mandela - 
known affectionately by his clan name “Madi-
ba” - refl ecting his belief in the power of sport 
to unite divided peoples.
On Saturday, many recalled Mandela’s central 
role in arguably South Africa’s greatest sport-
ing triumph - winning the 1995 rugby World 
Cup just one year after the multi-racial elec-
tions that ended decades of white-minority 
rule.
“I always love to refer to Madiba as the un-
offi cial captain of all our sports teams,” said 
Joel Stransky, the fl y-half who kicked the last-
gasp drop-goal to clinch the fi nal, unleashing a 
wave of ecstasy on a still-divided nation.
Mandela then followed up with a political 
masterstroke, bridging the gulf between white 
and black by appearing in a dark green Spring-
bok jersey, a sporting strip enmeshed in the 
then-entrenched culture of white supremacy.
On his back was a number ‘6’, the same as that 
of Springbok captain Francois Pienaar.
“I think he realised that as a divided nation we 
needed something that could unite us,” Stran-
sky told Talk Radio 702. “No-one will ever 
forget when he walked on to the rugby fi eld 
with the captain’s jersey when we won the 
World Cup.”
Elsewhere, ordinary people expressed admira-
tion and respect for the achievements of Nobel 
peace laureate Mandela, who died on Thursday 
after a prolonged battle with a lung infection.
“I am old enough to remember a time during 
apartheid when white people and black people 
could not play sports at the same place,” said 
36-year-old Indian banker Eldon Pillay, play-
ing cricket at Johannesburg’s Old Edwardians 
sports ground, which would once have been 
“whites only”.
“I never could have dreamt of playing crick-
et at a place like this,” said Pillay, wearing a 
black armband along with his team-mates.

GOLF 
NEWS
St Helena Golf Club Report 
Week ending 8 December 2013

Contributed by John Joshua

Saturday, 7th December 2013
18-Hole Bogey Competition
Nine players turned out in glorious sunshine 
for the Bogey Tournament.  
First place was Deon De Jagger on +4 and the 
Runner-up spot went to Joan Thomas on +1.
The Two-Ball Pool was shared between Joan 
and Deon and this refl ected just how well they 
played during their individual rounds on the 
day with both holing a two on the 16th and 
Deon holing two more twos on the 5th and 7th. 
Can any player recall a golfer scoring a hat-
trick of twos in one tournament?  If not, then 
Deon’s dynamite putting has to be a course 
record! Well done to both players as Winners 
and Two-ball Pool scoopers of the day!

Sunday 8th December
18-Hole Medal Play Competition
Thirty-fi ve players took to the Course to com-
pete in the Monthly Medal Competition spon-
sored by Basil Read. 
Joan Thomas, continuing her fi ne playing form 

from the previous day, returned a winning 
score of Nett 67 to take fi rst place. Runner-up 
was Keith KJ Joshua on Nett 69.  Tony Green 
was the only Two-Ball Pool winner scoring his 
two twos on the 5th and 14th. 
Well done to the Winners and to everyone else 
who participated in the weekend golf, with 
special congratulations to Joan Thomas for be-
ing a winner on both days. 
Next Weekend:
Saturday14th December – Free Day
Sunday 15th Dec -18-Hole 3-Team Texas

It’s the Christmas Social Evening on Friday 
20th Dec for Members & guests..........if mem-
bers could kindly bring a plate of snacks, Mu-
sic by Lionel & friends, Dress: Smart casual, 
Time 8 pm
A special date for your Diary:
Friday 27th December - Social Evening 

Happy Swinging in the coming week and C 
U there!

Mandela ‘The Captain’Weekend winner, Weekend winner, 
Joan ThomasJoan Thomas

the Education & Employment Committee, he 
did not support the Executive Council decision 
to withdraw the school allowance in support of 
the strategy to eliminate untargeted subsidies. 
He resigned as Chairman and his committee 
joined him.         
He worked for many years in government in-
cluding as Deputy Secretary (these days called 
Deputy Chief Secretary), and has held equally 
high offi ce in various organisations both on 
St Helena and Ascension. From all this ex-
perience he knows how to get things done 
and how to “get to the top,” he said. This has 
helped, “behind the scenes,” he said, to assist 
people with their various problems, which he 
would call his greatest achievement during his 

council career. When asked about key achieve-
ments by the present council he felt it is too 
early to make an assessment although any 
progress made toward the airport opening is 
very important. 
Tony has sat on various council committees, 
was also a member of the Executive Council 
and has represented St Helena overseas includ-
ing at EU-OCT Forums. He was also a mem-
ber of the team that negotiated the 2012/13 
budget settlement with the DfID Development 
Aid Monitoring Mission.    
Following the signing of the airport contract, 
Tony was selected by his council peers to 
break the good news to the public in an off the 
cuff speech on the Courthouse steps.  

Tony Green Stands Down
continued from front page
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Cheering could be heard from as high up as 
Ladder Hill, as male swimmer of the day, 
Marius Christianson, broke two individual 
records to help Pilling Primary win the 2013 

PILLING WIN PRIMARY SCHOOL SWIMMING GALA

Primary Schools’ Swimming Gala

Liam Yon, SAMS
Sports Association of St Helena), Eric Ben-
jamin. A minute’s silence was then observed 
for the late South African President, Nelson 
Mandela. 
Elaine informed the competitors that, unfor-
tunately, the medals had not yet arrived, so 
instead the winners would be given, “a nice 
handshake from a member of NASAS.” 
The competition got underway with the un-
derwater swim. First up was the boys, and this 
was won with an impressive swim by Pilling’s 
Vontray Thomas, who swam about 4/5 the 
length of the pool. “For the practice, I swam 
the whole length of the pool,” said Vontray 
disappointingly, “but today I couldn’t.” Never-
theless he won gold and modestly said he felt, 
“quite alright,” about it.
It was then the girls turn, and I must admit that 
I didn’t expect them to do as well as the boys. 
But, I was to be proven wrong by Hannah 
Hickling for Harford, who swam the whole 
length of the pool, with her mother, Sally, 
screaming “Come on Hannah!” from the side-
line. 
A few races later and Pilling were already 
pulling away, thanks largely to the gold med-
als won by Marius Christianson, who, along 
the way, broke two records in front crawl and 
freestyle, giving Pilling a major points boost. 
When asked how it felt to hold the records, 
Marius smiled, “It feels good, pretty good.”
Also impressing was St Pauls swimmer, 
Brooke Yon, who was named Female Swim-
mer of the Day. “Brooke’s technique is ex-
cellent,” said Ben Dillon, who represented 
St Helena for swimming internationally, “her 
training is really paying off.”
As the day’s events came to close, it was time 
for the fi nal scores update, with the winners, 
Pilling Primary School, announced by Di-
rector of Education and Employment, Colin 
Moore. Harford and St Pauls School could still 
be happy though, as neither team came in third 
place, with both on 78 points, 50 behind Pill-
ing’s score of 128.

Primary School Swimming Gala on Friday, 6 
December.
The day started with speeches from Head 
Teacher of Pilling Primary, Elaine Benjamin, 
and Chairman of NASAS (National Amateur 

St Pauls’ team

Team Harford

Marius 
Christianson,
Pilling
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CRICKET RESULTS
Saturday 7 December
Western B Warriors Levelwood Rebels

93/16.3
Delroy Leo, 21
Cormac Crowie, 3/26

166/34.5 all out
Nico Ellick, 35
Tommy Lee Young, 5/17

Sunday 8 December
St Pauls B J/T Zodiacs

182/8
Jamie Essex, 70
Jamie Essex, 4/21

199/34.1 all out
Stephen Fowler, 47
Cliff Richards, 4/40

J/T Barracudas Sandy Bay Pirates

HTH Dolphins Levelwood All Starz
Match postponed
Dolphins unable to fi eld a team

CRICKET FIXTURES
Saturday 14 December - 9am
Western B Warriors vs St Pauls B
1.30pm
Western A Mustangs vs St Matthew’s Lions

Sunday 15 December - 9am
No game scheduled
1.30pm
J/T Barracudas vs HTH Dolphins

Organiser: Levelwood Allstarz

Organiser: Levelwood Rebels

3. TL Young, 2 R Knipe, 1. N Ellick

55/13.4 all out
Austin Fowler, 15 not out
Darren Isaac, 1/10

59/1
David George, 28 not out
Andrew Yon, 4/4

3. Andrew Yon, 2. David George, 1. Gavin George

3. Jamie Essex, 2. Stephen Fowler, 1. Ajay Bennett

World Cup Football - Brazil 2014
The full group draw for the 2014 World Cup

Football, English Premiership results
Swansea 1-1 Hull; Arsenal 1-1 Everton; 
Fulham 2-0 Aston Villa; Crystal Palace 
2-0 Cardiff; Liverpool 4-1 West Ham; 
Manchester United 0-1 Newcastle; South-
ampton 1-1 Manchester City; Stoke 3-2 
Chelsea; Sunderland 1-2 Tottenham; West 
Brom 0-2 Norwich

GROUP A
A1 Brazil
A2 Croatia
A3 Mexico
A4 Cameroon

GROUP B
B1 Spain
B2 Holland
B3 Chile
B4 Australia

GROUP C
C1 Colombia
C2 Greece
C3 Ivory Coast
C4 Japan

GROUP D
D1 Uruguay
D2 Costa Rica
D3 England
D4 Italy

GROUP E
E1 Switzerland
E2 Ecuador
E3 France
E4 Honduras

GROUP F
F1 Argentina
F2 Bosnia Herzegovina
F3 Iran
F4 Nigeria

GROUP G
G1 Germany
G2 Portugal
G3 Ghana
G4 USA

GROUP H
H1 Belgium
H2 Algeria
H3 Russia
H4 Korea Republic

JAMESTOWN COMMUNITY CENTRE
SKITTLES SEASON 2013 FINAL STATISTICS
NINE A SIDE LEAGUE SIX A SIDE LEAGUE

CHAMPIONS: Bandits 30 Points Bandits 18 Points
RUNNERS UP: Parttimers 26 Points (P/F 9121) Punishers 14 Points

Never Readys 26 points (P/F 8976)
BEST AVERAGE LADY: Stacey Peters, Youngsters 59.1667 Shandy Osborne, Who Cares 64.4444
BEST AVERAGE GENT: Chris Furniss, Bandits 63.4706 Charlie Young, Veterans 67.0000
HIGHEST SCORE LADY: Stacey Peters, Youngsters 81 Shandy Osborne, Who Cares 81
HIGHEST SCORE GENT: Neil Joshua, Hazards 86 Shane Williams, Youngsters 83
HIGHEST SPARE LADY: *Ann Andrews 18 Shandy Osborne, Who Cares 18
HIGHEST SPARE GENT: Colin (Cookins) Thomas, Who Cares 23 * Robert Bedwell 18
MOST SPARES LADY: Stacey Peters, Youngsters 15 Shandy Osborne, Who Cares 11
MOST SPARES GENT: Chris Furniss, Bandits 21 *Robert Bedwell 9
* = After throw off

NINE A SIDE KNOCK OUT

CHAMPIONS: Bandits
RUNNERS UP: Parttimers

Skittles knockout runners up, Part-timers

Chris Furniss, 
made 83 on 
the night

Lego, for Bandits
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BANDITS
MAKE OFF WITH 
SILVERWARE
Chris Furniss’ 83, 
leads Bandits to KO 
victory and clean 
sweep in JT skittles

The 2013 skittles’ season came an end on Fri-
day with the Parttimers attempting to prevent 
Bandits from completing the treble for the sec-

ond year in a row.  
The Parttimers made a good start and an up-
set looked on the cards as they took an 18 pin 
lead in the fi rst leg thanks to 65 from Nigel 
Thomas and 63 from Nigel Benjamin. Bandits 
hit back in the second leg led by Wendy Plato’s 
64 as they took a 2 pin lead. At this stage the 
match was well balanced. That is until Ban-
dits’ last leg of Mark, Jason Thomas and Chris 
Furniss made 202 – 59, 60 and 83 respectively. 

In reply, Parttimers could only manage 156 as 
Bandits completed the treble with a 538 to 490 
win.
It is anticipated that the 2014 season will start 
in the fi rst week in February. It will start with 
the 6 – a – side league. The closing date for 
this competition is 19th January. Entries after 
this date will NOT be accepted. Entries should 
be made to Bobby Essex or Terry Lawrence.

SKITTLES
Terrence Lawrence

Jamestown Community Centre

Pilling win swimming gala - page 38

‘Bandits’ celebrate 
the skittles treble last 
Friday night

Bandits’ 
Sally Hickling


