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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

On Friday, 13 December, Harford Primary 
School got St Helena in the festive spirit, sing-
ing carols up at the Community Care Complex 
(CCC), before braving the rain to entertain the 
streets of Jamestown.

Dressed in their school colour of green, but 
also decorated in Christmas hats and tinsel, 
Harford Primary students made their way from 
Longwood to the CCC, where they sang a few 
Christmas favourites, which were well received 
by our senior citizens. 

The kids then made their way to the Canister 
where they, once again, got out their Carol 
books to sing. Despite the bad weather that 
came with black Friday, the united voice of 
Harford students shone through and got all 
shoppers and workers into the festive spirit. 
Much loved carols such as ‘Away in a Manger’, 
‘Blue Christmas’ and, of course, ‘We Wish You 
a Merry Christmas’ got all passersby smiling 
and some even sang along.  

HARFORD CAROL SINGING

Mr and Mrs Herbert MoritzMr and Mrs Herbert Moritz

After a long romance of 29 years, 7 months 
and 12 days, couple Edith Haider (63) and Herbert 
Moritz (76) fi nally tied the knot and got married at 
the registry offi ce on Friday, 13 December.  The pair 
travelled the many miles from Austria to St Helena 
because they considered it “special.”
   
The small ceremony was conducted by Registrar, 
Karen Yon, at the Council Chambers and Melissa 
Fowler from the tourist offi ce played the part of 
Maid of Honour and her partner Gregory Phillips 
stepped in as Best Man.

The Sentinel caught up with the jubilant newlyweds 
who went to Ann’s Place for their wedding lunch.  
When asked where were the rings? “There are no 
rings, after all this time a ring is not important,” 
smiled Edith.  Although they did admit to having left 
them behind in Austria.
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS/NOTICE BOARD

TINA JEAN SIM (43) of Cleugh’s Plain 
pleaded guilty to driving whilst 108% over 
the prescribed alcohol limit. Miss Sim was 
a fi rst offender and the court sentenced her 
to a fi ne of £195.00 together with costs of 
£15.00. Miss Sim was further disqualifi ed 
from driving for the extended period of 18 
months.

FARON CORNEL CROWIE (48) of 
Jamestown pleaded guilty to being found 
drunk in a public place. Mr Crowie was fi ned 
£40.00 together with costs of £15.00. 

St Helena Magistrates
Court - 12 December 2013

The SHAPE members really got into the 
swing, with their singing and dancing, show-
ing us that Christmas had arrived on Thursday, 
12 December,  in Jamestown. They were treat-
ing people to a little extra Christmas spirit with 
their festive performance outside the Canister.  
Organiser, Lolly Young, from SHAPE took a 
breather from the activities and said, “We were 
coming out to sell our products and they have 
been asking for a while now if we could do 
some singing. We wanted to is raise money for 
our Christmas party.”
They hoped to raise £500, for their Christmas 
party, and Sure SA Ltd made certain that they 
would exceed that amount with a generous do-
nation of the full £500.
All monies raised above that amount would go 
to continuing the work for the charity. SHAPE 
need to raise more than £20k per year to op-
erate, “It’s been a really good year actually, 
we’ve had quite generous donations and made 
some really good products,” said Lolly. 
If you want SHAPE gifts for your loved ones 
this Christmas you can get them from the Arts 
and Crafts shop at the Canister.

SHAPE SINGS IN CHRISTMASSHAPE SINGS IN CHRISTMAS

Nikita Moyce leading the singingNikita Moyce leading the singing

Lilly Williams taking her turnLilly Williams taking her turn
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Liam Yon, SAMS

The festive season is upon us again. I, for 
one, can’t believe how quickly it has come. 
But, strangely, in recent years, I fi nd myself 
getting less enthusiastic about what was 
once my favourite holiday. This is defi nitely 
something that comes with age, as now pres-
ents are not the fi rst thing that comes to mind 
when I hear Christmas, but more the build-
up parties.
I now more look forward to the days just 
before Christmas than I do to the big day 
itself, and I’m not alone in this, as I know 
many teenagers’ out there will and are agree-
ing with me. But, either way you look at it, 
Christmas is a time that everyone enjoys.
This year, Christmas is a little different for 
me. As I have started work, I must now take 
on the responsibility of doing my own Christ-
mas shopping, something I know little about. 
I have yet to fi nd a present for my mum and 
Christmas is less than a week away.
Another change in recent years has been 
my taste in presents. When I was younger, 
I would wish for lots of toys and if I ever 
received clothes or underwear, I’d just chuck 
that to one side. But, this year I’m praying 
for some socks and boxers and anything that 
will save me from spending money myself. 
Perfumes and hair gel are my ideal gifts 
(hint-hint.)
Despite the change in my feelings and excite-
ment towards Christmas, there is no doubt 
that this is my, and I presume, many others, 
favourite time of the year. Walking through 
the streets, you can feel the buzz of the fes-
tive season, as trees and decorations go up, 
darkness is overcome with sparkling lights 
and the streets are lit up with the coloured 
bulbs whilst Christmas music dominates our 
radio station. 
So now I’d like to say Merry Christmas to all 
my family and friends, readers of The Senti-
nel and listeners of SAMS Radio One, may 
you have a prosperous 2014 and I wish you 
all the best during the festive season. 
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For Sale
MK6 Ford Escort Car 1.6v

MOT until April 2014
In good running condition, recently fi tted 

with new front and rear bumpers.
Has alloy wheels, plus paint and spare parts to go with.

Interested persons can contact T -22712 /or 
T – 23677 after 5pm

PUB PARADISE
CHRISTMAS EVE

Music by DJ KJ.

BOXING NIGHT
Music by Barry & Cyril

KJ & Alison wish you all 
A happy Xmas and a prosperous 

& peaceful New Year.

The St Helena Legislative Council is short 
by one member because of the resignation on 
Tony Green, which took effect from 17 De-
cember 2013. In  accordance with the consti-
tution a by-election has to be held by 17 March 
2014. Since the general election, only fi ve 
months ago in July 2013, two councillors have 
stood down. Nigel Dollery resigned from the 
Executive Council, for personal reasons, but 
he still stands on LegCo, and Tony Green re-
signed from the Legislative Council, for fam-
ily reasons. He departed the island on the RMS 
St Helena yesterday.  

Previous bi-elections have not seen large 
turn outs; 185 registered ballot papers were 
counted at the last by-election, on 17 October 
2013. Christine Scipio O’Dean received 101 
votes (55%), Eric George, 54 votes (29%), 
and Lionel Williams, 30 votes (16%). The new 
councillor can look forward to a term of three 
years and four months, provided an early gen-
eral election isn’t called. In an interview with 
Tony Green on SAMS’s Sunrise Show on 11 
December, Mr Green said he would encourage 
prospective councillors to “go for it.”      

By-Election by 17 March 2014  

LAND FOR SALE
Land in the Horse Ridge area, measuring 0.48 acres.

Please contact: Florence March on telephone number 24805 
if interested.

Please note: This will be the fi nal issue of The Sentinel for 2013.
The next edition will be out on Thursday 9 January 2014.

We here, at The Sentinel, would like to wish you a Merry Christmas 
and a happy and prosperous New Year
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Dear Editor,

Today I have watched a very interesting TV footage about the 
marvellous island and people of St Helena.

At the end I am left with one question which relates to a com-
ment by the narrator, there are not enough people able to work 
on the island.

I was therefore asking myself whether it would make sense 
to invest into a more extended agriculture, dairy farming and 
meet production on your island. We do have a fast growing 
community of organic and environmentally conscious farm-
ers here in Germany and according to the Wikipedia entries 
and other information, climate conditions on the island should 
be more than suitable for individuals to begin with farming 
and animal growing.

Is there any person on your island, in the community that 
would be willing to discuss this topic any further with me. 
I am very interested in learning about the possible obstacles 
and reason which prevent one from pursuing such ideas. In-
stead of depending on the grace of the UK - or EU govern-
ments.

Hoping to read your kind response soon I remain gratefully.
Best regards,

Rolf Koch
koch.rolf@gmail.com   -  Germany

Girls / Boys -   Ever tried to 

     
Want to give it a try? 

A trial session at Kingshurst community 
centre, St Paul’s on Monday 6th January 

Limited tap shoes available to borrow 
from kid’s size 7 – 5 

Book now!  23988    

 

 

Lee and Philip
Would like to wish A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to 
Mum Irene and Dad Leslie Clingham Darrell, Joanne, Tori and 

Kadin Sandra, Chris, Tyrone, Tash and Rocky Aunt Milly, Uncle 
Tommy and family Uncle Pat, Aunt June and family Uncle Peter, 

Aunt Jean and family Uncle Cyril, Aunt Sylvia, Izzy and Isis 
Aunt Jasmine, Uncle Norman and family Aunt Prudence, Uncle 
Errol and Craig Uncle Elvis, Aunt Rayvon, Kimberly, Joey and 

Family. 
Aunt Lily and Uncle Eddie

Kevin, Rosie and Dane
Alan and Sandy

Sharon and Darrin
Norma, Alan and Family
Jason, Marcie and Family
Nadine, Matt and Family
Leroy, Kayla and Family
Carol, Barry and Lucas

Colin and Sandy
Wendy, Dennis and Danielle

Also greetings to The Hutts Gate Campers.
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TONY EARNSHAW

Appointed First D
irector of

Physical Environment

Yesterday SHG announced the appointment 

of Tony Earnshaw as its fi rst 
Director of 

Physical Environment; part of the restructur-

ing programme that has seen the closure in 

November of the Infrastructure & Utilitie
s 

Directorate. Earnshaw was previously the 

Lands Executive. 

An interview will be in next weeks Sentinel.

Festival of Lights 

Parade last night

page 4

Advertise with 
The Sentinel

More than 2,100 copies of The Sentinel are 
either sold or downloaded every week, 

reaching all over the world to Saints and 
those interested in St Helena

The Sentinel is online every Thursday
FREE to view & download

Our deadline for submissions is
4pm on Tuesdays, or reserve space in advance for a later deadline

Contact us for information or to submit ads: 
news@sams.sh

Every back issue of The Sentinel is available at all times from our website, 
meaning ongoing promotion for any advertising placed with us



SAMS Radio 1 Streaming LIVE
Christmas Day Live Phone-In Request show

www.sams.sh

Insert

Sentinel Insert
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with Darrin & Sharon

8am - 11am, call +(290) 22727 for a Christmas Day dedication, or to be 
connected live to SAMS Radio 1 to deliver your very own message to 

family & friends on the island and around the world
See the SAMS Facebook Page for Radio 1 programme updates over the Holidays
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Poker 
An occasional questioning prod at the political firegrate By Stuart Moors

 

SHG seem to be having a problem. Actually, it 
may be more serious than that – it seems that 
SHG have long had a problem that is not being 
addressed.

You might have views about whether St.Helena 
need to recruit ex-pats to fi ll top jobs here or 
not – generally, in my view, someone who 
simply states that a Saint can fi ll the role just 
shows that he or she believes that the job en-
tails little more than common sense, and this 
cannot be the case, at least not in all cases. Un-
less we have Saints trained in the law, we will 
not be able to fi nd a local Attorney General or 
Crown Prosecutor. But it is true that many top 
jobs are mainly management positions that 
require a specifi c background, and it is not 
inconceivable that Saints could do a fi ne job, 
especially since locals do not arrive with an-
swers to questions they have never been asked. 
But let us accept that some imported expertise 
is necessary (even a good idea – an imported 
Chief of Police will never have to struggle 
with dealing with family members as if they 
were strangers). How does SHG go about fi nd-
ing them?

The system cannot be working too well. (By 
the way, much of what I now write is based on 

hearsay (so I am told), so I might be expecting 
a few fl ames in response).

In recent years there have been a number of 
prominent failures of recruitment. Chief Sec-
retaries that lasted only weeks. Doctors with 
little or no concern for the welfare of their pa-
tients. Experts whose expertise wasn’t really 
appropriate for St.Helena (like Australian tax 
laws!). Post-holders who have regarded their 
tour of duty as a paid holiday. Employees who 
are totally unsuited to the post or to life in an 
isolated village. The recent arrival and depar-
ture of an Infrastructure Manager is a case in 
point. What is the Public Works and Services 
Department, sorry the Infrastructure and Utili-
ties Directorate, sorry the Physical Environ-
ment Directorate, sorry the Environment and 
Natural Resources Directorate doing wrong? 
How many Roads Managers have we had be-
fore the current one?

However – fi nding the right person is only part 
of the problem. It seems that SHG do not see 
that actually looking is particularly important. 
There have been numerous occasions when 
a contract’s end is looming and recruitment 
hasn’t even begun. Many times, we have been 
left without a presumably necessary person 

for months, as the extremely long recruitment 
process is only started after the departure of 
the current post-holder. (Although, you might 
note that when some of these leaders have left 
for their protracted off-shore leave, the role is 
temporarily fi lled by an Acting post-holder, 
and otherwise nobody notices that the substan-
tive post-holder isn’t there. Mmmm!)

So what’s the problem? Just look at Enterprise 
St.Helena. Recently they have lost a Fisheries 
Development Manager (admittedly rather sud-
denly), the Chief Executive for Economic De-
velopment left weeks ago, and the Commer-
cial Property Director is about to leave. Where 
are their replacements? Why was a CEED 
not appointed to take over before Mr Morris 
left? Why is the Commercial Property Direc-
tor’s job not even advertised yet? It’s not as 
if there was no notice.  St.Helena has exactly 
one chance to get ready for A-Day, and SHG, 
who insisted on running the recruitment pro-
cess despite the ESH Board’s recommendation 
that it be their responsibility (so that problems 
and delays could be avoided), seem to be com-
pletely oblivious to the urgency.

If the private sector’s recruitment performance 
were this bad, there would be no private sector.

DISABLED PERSONS AID SOCIETY – NEWSPAPER BINGO 
Same rules as before all four games played in the same order just at the same time 

Game 1 (Lilac): 50 numbers 
47 53 44 17 2 
10 76 62 14 19 
45 20 80 70 61 
56 29 5 46 89 
7 79 15 12 69 
23 88 37 71 84 
66 51 77 31 28 
8 55 49 65 6 
34 30 36 33 81 
87 58 83 9 90 

 
 

Game 2 (Brown): 55 numbers 
36 76 77 3 74 
18 65 81 66 33 
63 42 5 24 29 
49 38 55 54 41 
13 8 58 83 45 
20 26 82 60 56 
44 14 51 30 72 
52 17 28 50 21 
2 32 9 75 89 
1 47 69 22 61 
31 27 6 35 88 

 

Game 3 (Pink): 60 numbers 
43 12 13 23 15 
2 18 20 76 86 
40 53 48 81 62 
65 61 34 37 80 
7 8 46 29 3 
19 33 55 52 87 
59 1 72 57 71 
21 51 35 83 38 
73 17 10 78 85 
36 32 4 68 69 
88 39 60 90 66 
67 50 5 47 11 

 

Game 4 (Green): 65 numbers 
71 73 18 79 33 
83 17 46 36 10 
68 76 64 30 24 
45 81 75 52 66 
74 4 53 31 56 
55 49 32 59 50 
80 29 34 84 25 
26 15 90 47 14 
78 38 61 62 70 
60 69 39 72 57 
12 37 86 35 9 
43 87 89 65 63 
3 1 41 16 27 

 

• Playing games in order 1 – 4

• Playing for £150 full house

• If full house claimed before Game 4 then any 
subsequent game playing for £50 consolation 
prize of a full house.

• Only one consolation prize per game

• In the event of more than one full house the 
winner is decided on the lowest number called 
moving left to right

• If you have a full house please bring the 
whole book to Y&T before 2.30pm on Mon-
day 23rd  of December   
• If more than one winner on the same number 
then prize is shared
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Dissolving Legislative Council with barely 
an hour’s notice, on 19 April 2013, and sub-
sequent remarks by His Excellency, Governor 
Mark Capes, caused great discontent among 
many of the elected members. 
But, the “decision was the right thing to do,” 
and “I would do exactly the same again in the 
circumstances,” said the Governor, speaking 
candidly in an interview about the general 
election and other events of 2013.
At the time, eleven of the twelve councillors 
wrote to the Secretary of State for Foreign 
& Commonwealth Affairs, William Hague, 
(Sentinel 20 June 2013) complaining about the 
governor’s handling of the election.
Looking back on that letter Mr Capes said, 
“It was their right to write to whomever they 
wanted to, and I defend their right to do so.” 
But he admitted he found their comments, “cu-
rious and a surprise,” as he had talked about 
dissolving council early for some time.
Five of the previous councillors were re-elect-
ed in July. Since then he has, “no complaints 
at all,” said Mr Capes of their working rela-
tionship, “we get on well.” He was also quick 
to point out the new council showed their 
“mettle” when they took the diffi cult decision 
of relocating the prison to Half Tree Hollow 
and then stood by that decision. 
In contrast to the prison decision, councillors’ 
performance during October’s formal LegCo 
was described as “bumbling” by The Sentinel. 
It was “a good piece,” said Mr Capes, referring 
to the 17 October issue of the newspaper. “Af-
ter that LegCo some people phoned me to say, 
‘Governor, that [LegCo] was a bit less than we 
expected – they didn’t seem to be joined to-
gether, they didn’t seem to have a shared view, 
they were a bit confused’...” The governor 
himself put this down to it being a new coun-
cil, suggesting future LegCos will be better. 
Moving on; the airport project was agreed as 
being well on track with the governor confi -
dent it will be delivered on time and on budget. 
“Basil Read continue to do an excellent job, 
we’re lucky to have Deon De  Jager leading 
it.”
Not so on track are the hotel developments, the 
Protea four star project for 1, 2 and 3 Main 
Street in particular, which was expected to 
have started in July. The governor had just 
returned from meeting potential investors in 
Cape Town, including representatives from 
Protea and Mantis. 
“There is huge enthusiasm for St Helena,” said 
Mr Capes of the meetings in Cape Town, but 
explained with St Helena being a new destina-
tion and very much an unknown quantity on 
the world stage, the devil was now in the de-
tail, with the detail (and delay) being fi nance. 

ELECTION, SPORT, CHILD SAFETY, COUNCIL, HOTELS, RESIGNATIONS...
Governor Capes reviews the events of 2013

Darrin Henry, SAMS
The hoteliers gave an 
impression of total 
commitment when 
they visited at the start 
of 2013; were they 
still as committed? 
“That was very much 
the impression we had 
in Cape Town,” con-
fi rmed Mr Capes. 
With regard to SHEL-
CO, “I haven’t been in 
touch with them,” said 
the governor, “perhaps 
ESH has.”  He men-
tioned the key factor 
for SHELCO will be 
direct fl ights from UK, 
which they see as criti-
cal to their plans.
The recent public-
ity of sexual offences 
against children was 
discussed. One of 
those convicted was a 
former police offi cer 
and social worker and 
the Governor agreed it 
was of, “great concern 
that the individual 
held those positions.” 
He confi rmed the gov-
ernment would remain 
vigilant “to see there’s 
nothing else lurking there.”
The recent effort to clamp down on sex of-
fenders is not unique to St Helena. DfID and 
the British government “have concerns” for 
all overseas territories, as well as the UK. The 
Lucy Faithfull Foundation’s visit, in May, 
came on the back of the British Government’s 
SCOT report (Safeguarding Children in the 
Overseas Territories) and also included visits 
to Ascension and the Falklands. “The work 
can never stop, we must continue to do all we 
can to make children safe,” said the Governor. 
“We must continue to be alert.”
High profi le resignations on St Helena have 
become a common trend over the last 18 
months, often early in a contract. ‘Personal 
reasons,’ is often the ‘offi cial’ explanation. 
Does this make St Helena a diffi cult posting?  
“I would say it’s not,” responded Mr Capes, 
although he did add, “not all people are suited 
to working here,” noting the pressures of liv-
ing in a small community.
People leaving early is something the gov-
ernment “would want to avoid” and are now 
working harder to improve their recruitment 
process.
The topic of health was discussed. New Direc-
tor of Health and Social Welfare, David Jen-
kins, identifi ed obesity as the biggest health 
problem on St Helena. The strain on the health 

budget could be eased with a healthier popu-
lation. I asked Mr Capes whether the govern-
ment was doing enough to promote sport on 
the island.
“It’s a matter for Councillors to decide,” re-
sponded the Governor. “Sport brings disci-
pline, control, a healthy lifestyle, self respect 
and achievement.” He also mentioned the is-
land’s Bermuda games’ team and Simon Hen-
ry’s gold medal win, saying this “can inspire 
others.” It also “says a huge amount about St 
Helena, it attracts great interest with the name 
on the track suit.” 
The Governor went on to say, “It has to be a 
win, win, if we can engage more of the youth 
in sport activity; it has to make a lot of sense.”
The Governor marked two years in post on 
29 October. He commented how increasingly 
busy things are becoming. Highlights for 2013 
include the general election which was “well 
run,” and the “tremendous” promotion visit 
to Cape Town and the “buzz” of being able to 
represent St Helena.
Looking forward: “Health, social services, 
education, and child protection,” said Gover-
nor Capes, noting we “shouldn’t take our eye 
off the ball” on these issues, as we continue to 
develop our tourism infrastructure.   “Pressure 
is going to increase in 2014 on all of us to do 
our best.”

His Excellency, 
Governor Mark Capes
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   WORLD
   NEWS 
SNIPPETS

India-US diplomatic row
India has ordered a series of reprisals against 
the United States amid a worsening row over 
the arrest of one of its diplomats in New York.
Security barricades around the US embassy in 
Delhi have been removed and a visiting US 
delegation was snubbed. 
The diplomat, Devyani Khobragade, was 
handcuffed upon arrest last week and strip-
searched, Indian reports say.
She denies visa fraud and making false state-
ments over allegations that she underpaid her 
Indian maid.
The maid had complained the diplomat was 
paying her less than the minimum stipulated 
under US visa requirements. 
US offi cials say standard procedures were 
followed during the arrest of Ms Khobragade, 
who appeared in court on Friday and was 
freed on bail.
Ms Khobragade will challenge her arrest on 
grounds of diplomatic immunity, her lawyer 
said.

US health watchdog cracks down 
on antibacterial soaps
The US health regulator has warned that anti-
bacterial chemicals in soaps and body washes 
may pose health risks.
The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
called for a safety review of such products.
It proposed a rule requiring manufacturers to 
prove such soaps are safe and more effective 
against infection than plain soap and water.
Recent studies indicate an ingredient in such 
products could scramble hormone levels and 
boost drug-proof bacteria.
The proposal rule does not apply to alcohol-
based hand sanitizers and products used in 
healthcare settings.

Severed hand kept alive on 
man’s ankle
Chinese doctors have saved a man’s severed 
hand by grafting it to his ankle, it is reported. 
Xiao Wei lost his right hand in an accident at 
work but could not have it reattached to his 
arm right away.
Instead, the hand was kept alive by stitching 
it to Mr Wei’s left ankle and “borrowing” a 
blood supply from arteries in the leg. 
A month later, surgeons were able to remove 
the hand and replant it back on his arm, ac-
cording to reports. 
Mr Wei’s doctors from the Changsha region 
say he will need to undergo several other op-
erations but they are hopeful that he will re-
gain full function of his hand.

(www.bbc.co.uk)

ESSENTIALS CONVENIENCE STORE
Bluemans Field - Tel 23726

Opening Hours

Mondays - Fridays   12.30pm - 6.30pm
Sat   11am - 6.30pm
Sun   11am - 1pm

An open agenda meeting of the Social & 
Community Development Committee, chaired 
by Councillor Les Baldwin, took place in the 
Council Chamber on Wednesday, 11 Decem-
ber.

The fi rst item for consideration was a pro-
posal by Housing Executive, Andy Crowe; to 
Re-introduce sale of Government Landlord 
houses, Create a new Housing Register, and 
Future Development. Mr Crowe said that a 
third of the 176 Government Landlord proper-
ties are beyond economical repair. Apart from 
fl ats and tourism related buildings, all others 
could be sold to sitting tenants at market value 
less cost of repairs. This will help to enable 
home ownership by lower income people. The 
new housing register would be easier to moni-
tor and would give a much clearer picture of 
housing need. Plans to form a Housing Associ-
ation are still at an early stage of development.  
Committee supported the proposal, but would 
like to see supporting criteria.

Digitisation of the Archives & Charging Poli-
cy was the next item considered. Carol George 
and Karen Henry explained that priority is giv-
en to digitising all the Napoleonic records be-
fore the Napoleon Bi-Centenary in 2015, but 
achieving this target could be diffi cult as there 
are only two paid staff and two volunteers in-
volved. New digitisation equipment, costing 
£4000, is needed for digitisation and can be 
funded by effi ciency savings. They presented 
a draft charging policy for collecting research 
fees from residents and non-residents. Com-
mittee congratulated the effi ciency savings ef-
fort and supported the draft charging policy. 
It was mentioned that current archive storage 
accommodation is inappropriate; there were 
plans to move into the old PWD Store but this 
building is to be sold.    

Gillian Francis attended the discussion on 
Commonwealth Day – 2014; the theme is 

Social & Community Development 
Committee Open Meeting

‘Team Commonwealth’. It was agreed that 
Legislative Council should take the lead in or-
ganising arrangements, which should include 
involvement by the Youth Parliament and 
different nationalities on the island. There is 
also the possibility of linking up with the CPA 
(UK) Branch. 

The next item, Openness and Transparency, 
followed on from the motion on this subject 
approved in October in Formal Legislative 
Council. Members felt that although some 
improvements have been made, there are still 
some resistance to releasing information about 
government business and decisions made. 
Also, there should be more items included on 
open agendas. It was pointed out that a prob-
lem the council has is that they don’t have an 
advertising budget. The two media people 
present were invited to comment; they held 
similar views and gave examples of how the 
media can help to support openness and trans-
parency. The chairman undertook to draft 
a formal proposal on this issue for the next 
meeting.   

The fi nal item was a Community Work 
Scheme. This stemmed from an approved 
motion in Formal Legislative Council in Oc-
tober to reintroduce such a scheme. Since the 
debate in the House, it is revealed that only 
a very small number of people are receiving 
the unemployment allowance. Even so, those 
who are fi t and able should make some form 
of work contribution to receive their benefi ts, 
and there is suffi cient supervision available 
to not warrant additional staff costs. It was 
agreed that the Chairman would draft a policy 
for consideration. 

The item about Immigration and Removal of 
Locally Produced BOTC Passports was with-
drawn from the open agenda to be dealt with 
closed session. No-one knew why that deci-
sion was made.      
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CHRISTMAS 
CARDS

This year Nigel and Edith 
Dollery will not be send-
ing Christmas cards but 
instead will be making a 

donation to a local charity

NURSES GRADUATION
TRACY BOWERS NAMED NURSING STUDENT OF THE YEAR

Samara (l), with Nursing Teacher, Wendy Herne and Tracy

At a ceremony held at the Half Tree Hollow 
Community Centre on Friday, 13 December, 
newly qualifi ed nurses, Tracy Bowers and Sa-
mara Henry, were presented with certifi cates.  
In attendance were, His Excellency Governor 
Capes, Director of Health and Social Wel-
fare Directorate, David Jenkins, Chairman of 
Health and Social Welfare Board, Ian Rum-
mery, students, nurses, and invited guests.
After short introductory speeches, the students 
were presented with their certifi cates.  Tracy 
Bowers collected two awards; she was also 
named Student Nurse of the year and subse-
quently picked up the Jean Beadon nursing 
award for her efforts.  Tracey fi rst qualifi ed 
as nurse 20 years ago; however, she then de-
cided to embark upon another career path on 
the Falkland Islands.  Since returning home 
Tracey has taken two years to become quali-
fi ed again, such are the advancements in the 
nursing practice.  “It’s harder than it used to 
be,” said Tracey.  “It’s a bit more complex 
and very evidence based.  I am proud of my 
achievements.  There were times when I felt 
like giving up, but I’m glad I pulled through.  
Being a nurse is the best thing that I do.”

 Samara Henry, became qualifi ed in July, but 
was honored at Friday’s ceremony.  Interest-
ingly, Samara took two terms of maternity 
leave and became mother to two bouncing ba-
bies, whilst completing three years of training.  
How did she manage to juggle training, work-
ing and family life?  “I have a very supportive 
family,” said Samara, “and I tend to take each 
day at a time.  I qualifi ed in July and I still 
haven’t got over it.  It’s such a big responsibil-
ity.”  Samara has aspirations of undertaking a 
degree in midwifery.  “That’s where I’m head-
ing now that I’m a qualifi ed nurse,” she said, 
“but with the little ones (her children) knock-
ing around, that won’t happen just yet.”

Certifi cates were also presented to the stu-
dent’s mentors, who play an important part 
in the student’s career development.  Nurses, 
who had undertaken training in Phlebotomy, 
were also honoured.

Nurse teacher, Wendy Herne, was a very 
proud tutor.  “They (Tracey and Samara) have 
done me and themselves proud,” said Wendy.  
“They’ve had to put in a lot of extra personal 
time to achieve what they have.  I’ve got three 
more students at the school of nursing who are 
now third year students, and I have every con-
fi dence that at this time next year, all of them 
will be doing exactly the same as Tracey and 
Samara did.”



 

Environmental Management Division | Essex House | Jamestown | STHL 1ZZ  
Tel - (290) 22270                                                                                                   
Email – isabel-peters@enrd.gov.sh                 1 

Monthly Newsletter from  
The Environment & Natural Resources Directorate,  

Environmental Management Division. 

St Helena was represented by Marine Conservation 
Officer, Elizabeth Clingham; who presented at the 
International Whale Shark conference, in October. 

Environment Week was held on St Helena from 3rd – 
8th June 2013.  

EMD held its first Stakeholder Engagement Forum 
on 18th April, at Jamestown Community Centre.  

A Recycling Forum was held on Wednesday, 27th 
November 2013.  

Marine Awareness Week was held on St Helena 
from 22nd February – 1st March 2013.  

CREATING AWARENESS 

CREATING AWARENESS 
St. Helena’s first ever State of the Environment 
Report was published in June 2013.  

PUBLICATIONS 

PROJECTS 

In July members of EMD, SHNT & Basil Read planted 
up to 400 plants as part of the re-development of 
the Horse Point Landfill Site. CONFERENCES/WORKSHOPS 

‘St Helena Science’ was held on Wednesday, 14th 
August at the newly opened Business and 
Information Centre at The Canister, in Jamestown. 

FUNDING 

St Helena Islands’ Environment enthusiasts’ were extremely pleased when it was announced earlier this month 
that five of St Helena’s bids were successfully funded by the Overseas Territories Environment and Climate 
Fund (Darwin Plus).  A total amount of £297,217 was awarded to the island for the following: 
 

 Conservation of the Spiky Yellow Woodlouse and Black Cabbage Tree Woodland (£37,090) 
 Darwin Fellowship – MRes Carbon Sequestration in Community Forests (£21,617) 
 Securing St Helena’s Rare Cloud Forest Trees and Associated Invertebrates (£98,380) 
 St Helena Baseline Assessment: A foundation for effective Environmental Management (£96,700) 
 Taxonomic and Conservation Status of Oceanodroma Storm Petrels in the South Atlantic (£43,430) 

ST HELENA BIRD RINGING SCHEME
The St Helena Ringing Scheme has had a very busy year. The marine team with help from local 
volunteers has managed to process, that is ring and measure over 2476 birds. This includes 288 
brown noddies, 1574 Madeiranstorm petrels, 360 masked boobies and 245 red-billed 
tropicbirds. There have also been a few surprises along the way such as white faced storm 
petrels, a Bulwer’s petrel and a black noddy.  Let’s hope next year is just as productive!  

A conservation milestone was passed on the 21st 
November 2013. The Terrestrial Conservation 
Section recorded its 1,000th collection since the 
inception of St Helena’s endemic seed bank.  

CONSERVATION MILESTONE ACHIEVED 

A grant was secured from JNCC for a research project to develop propagation techniques for 
 rare, threatened endemic Ferns on St Helena in July 2013. 

The Peaks National Park was successfully launched 
on World Tourism Day, 27th September.   

LAUNCH OF THE PEAKS NATIONAL PARK 
St Helena was represented by Darwin Project 
Manager, Judith Brown at the Marine Protected 
Areas workshop for the UK Overseas Territories. 

St Helena was represented at the Monitoring 
Protected Areas workshop that was held on 
Ascension in June. 

The 1st November, saw the start of another project 
as SHG signed a contract with Basil Read for the 
redevelopment of the Horse Point Landfill Site. 
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The Workshop team 

The Participants 

Remember  
to report your sightings of ringed 

seabirds, whales, dolphins, turtles, 
unusual birds. 

The marine section can be contacted 
at Essex House, Jamestown on 

telephone 22270 or a message can 
be left on the environmental hotline 

number 22790 or post on our 
facebook page:  

 

www.facebook.com/sthelena 
conservation. 

 

For each sighting please note: date 
and time, species and number 

(photo), location. Please leave your 
name and contact details should we 

have additional questions, unless you 
wish to remain anonymous. 

SIGHTINGS SCHEME 

A REMINDER to the public that it is an offence to dump any kind of waste 
(including organic waste) in the Jamestown Run.  Discarding of waste in the 
Jamestown run is ILLEGAL and offenders risk prosecution which could result in 
a fine of up to £10,000 if convicted. 

FLYTIPPING IN THE RUN IN JAMESTOWN

The Closed Season for Spear Fishing is 
 

1ST OF JANUARY 2013 TO 31ST OF MARCH 2013 
 

SPEAR FISHING IS NOT ALLOWED AT ANY TIME 
OR PLACE IN ST HELENA’S WATERS DURING THIS PERIOD. 

 

The Spear Guns (Control) Ordinance CAP 91 states that during the closed 
season, no person shall have a spear gun in his possession on or within 

twenty metres of any tidal water or upon any beach or foreshore or 
whilst swimming or whilst in any vessel. 

 

The aim of the closed season is not to stop people from enjoying the sea, it is to 
respect our oceans and it’s resources; During this period most fish are at the 

spawning stage and it is therefore necessary to put measures in place to allow 
marine life a chance to breed and to grow into sustainable resources.  

CLOSED SEASON FOR SPEAR FISHING 

                              

       
NOTICE BOARD 
The Environmental Management Division (EMD) currently has the ‘Native and endemic plant collection, propagation and 
distribution policy’ out for public consultation. 

The policy has been devised after comprehensive consultation with key stakeholders. It aims to provide clear guidance and an 
enabling framework for those wishing to collect endemic or native seed, and propagate and distribute endemic and native species 
for restoration or commercial purposes. The policy also provides the licensing system for these activities as required under Section 
20, Subsections 1 & 2 of the (draft) Environmental Protection Ordinance. 

As part of this consultation, two public meetings are scheduled: 

 6th January 2014 at the Longwood Community Centre from 7.30pm - 8.30pm 
 8th January 2014 at the Kingshurst Community Centre from 7.30pm - 8.30pm 

These meetings are an opportunity for interested persons to come and learn more, ask questions and provide feedback about this 
policy. 

The policy and supporting documents can also be viewed at the EMD offices at Essex House and are available online on the SHG 
website (http://www.sainthelena.gov.sh/publications/).  Comments can be submitted to Shayla Ellick (See contact information 
below) 

The public consultation phase ends on 17 January 2014. Any feedback submitted by then will be used to revise the policy, which will 
then be presented to the Environment & Natural Resources Committee for their final endorsement. 

For more information or for copies of the policy please contact Shayla Ellick, Species Conservation & Environmental Research Officer 
at EMD on telephone number 22270 or email shayla-ellick@enrd.gov.sh.  

EMD Staff would like to wish 
everyone a very Merry Christmas 

and a Prosperous New Year. 

NATIVE AND ENDEMIC PLANT COLLECTION, PROPAGATION AND DISTRIBUTION POLICY 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY SERVICE 
JAMESTOWN 

On Thursday, 9 January 2014 the Public Library Service will be promoting a Reading Awareness Day.

The day will start at 10 am and will include activities for both Primary and Secondary ages. These
activities will consist of a treasure hunt, word searches and a quiz. There will be book displays of

different categories in shops and in the Library. Stories, jingles and poetry will be read over the radio, in
shops and in the Library by different junior members and by some of our favourite readers.

The day is to encourage children to read and the importance of reading. It is also hoped to encourage
children, parents, guardians, carers and teachers to use what is on offer at the Public Library and during

this time staff will talk to you about how to use a book and the parts of a book.

Books on display in the Library will be by Michael Morpurgo, Roald Dahl, Quentin Blake, Tony Mittonb
and Ant Parker. These books are suitable from 5+ to 12+years.

Do come along to the Library where you may find just what you are looking for.

The directors and staff of Connect Saint Helena would
like to wish everyone a happy and peaceful festive

season!

Any water, drainage and electricity faults during the period 24th December
2013 to 2nd January 2014 should be directed to the Power Station on

telephone number 22602.
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Snow White was rescued and awoken by 
Prince Charming from a deep sleep cast by her 
wicked step-mother on Saturday.  Yes - it’s that 
time of the year and the Ivyletts Drama Group 
performed their traditional pantomime in the 
hall of Prince Andrew School.
This year’s production was ‘Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs.’  Stage sets transformed be-
tween a Royal Court, an untidy dwarf’s cottage 
and the Millennium Forest.  The story centred 
around Snow White (Megan Peters) who had 
just returned to St Helena after spending three 
years away at a Swindon fi nishing school.  She 
was betrothed to Prince Charming (Richard 
Wallis) who had travelled from Ascension to 
meet and court her.  As is the case the fairy tale 
story did not go to plan and Snow White ran 
away to fi nd refuge with the Seven Dwarfs.  
Mayhem and madness ensued although Prince 
Charming and Snow did eventually live hap-
pily ever after.
Helen Owen played the wicked stepmoth-
er who had an arsenal of ways to kill Snow 
White.  The three stooges and ‘Bad Boys’ were 
played by Thomas Hickling, Raphael Ellick 
and Toby Day.
‘Single Lady’ John Woollacott, a Beyonce 
wannabe, played the palace cook, Betty.  The 
‘Hi-Ho’ seven dwarfs were made up of ‘mi-
nors’ led by Grace Owen who impressed ev-
eryone with the delivery or their memorised 
lines.  
An estimated 400 people enjoyed the show 
that was produced by Ivy Ellick and Helen 
Owen and included a number of local refer-
ences.  There was an afternoon matinee and an 
evening show and proceeds from ticket sales 
goes toward equipment for the Ivyletts Group.

Mirror, Mirror, on the Wall

Prince Charming (Richard Wallis) courting Snow White (Megan Peters)

Three single ladies, Lisa Joshua, John Woollacott and Victoria Stapleton

Wicked Stepmother Helen Owen

Bad boy (Toby Day) Scared by the swamp monster (David Owen)
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A listener to SAMS Radio 1’s Sunrise 
show, is Wilson Scipio, who often calls in 
with titbits of historic information about 
the ‘ole days’ on St Helena and we thought 
he’d be a worthy candidate for a Lifestyle & 
Culture feature.  Wilson is 72 years old and 
was born in Head O’Wain during the second 
world war in 1941.  “When I was growing up 
life wasn’t easy,” he started.  Those were the 
days when children walked to school, every-
one cooked over a fi re grate and washed in 
tin bath that had to be manually fi lled without 
the use of taps.
Wilson lost his dad at the tender age of 11 
when, through a fatal accident, he was killed 
by a felled tree.  His mother, better known as 
‘Mama Lizzy’ brought him up with the help 
of loving grandparents.  The family fetched 
wood and fi r cones to sell to help make ends 
meet and kept pigs as a sideline.
“Life wasn’t easy, life was rough.”  Don-
keys were the main mode of transport, and 
they were tethered to railings at Shy Road by 
country folk travelling to town to sell wares 
and buy rations.  This used to be a chance for 
Wilson to earn pocket money that he used to 
buy homemade sweets shaped as mice, gui-
tars and ducks in the Market from Billy Dye.
Another method of earning pocket money 
was collecting and selling red thorn seeds for 
handicraft work.  “I’d hook them down with 
bamboo.
“Those days in the fi sh market the slabs used 
to be full of fi sh and the old fi shermen never 
had outboard motors, they used oars.  There 
was so much fi sh they couldn’t get rid of it.

“Life Wasn’t Easy, Life Was Rough”
 An Account of St Helena in Days Gone By

“Back in those days we didn’t have any fridg-
es or freezers, we had a little safe to keep 
stuff.  If we caught a conger we’d put it in 
salt and hang it over the fi re.  I tell you what, 
this place has come a long way!  Although it 
was rough and people had a lot of children, 
nobody starved and your mama made sure 
she had food on that table regardless of what 
it was.”
Wilson’s formal working life started at the 
Broadbottom Flax Mill as a ‘spreader’.  Flax 
was cut then sorted, stripped, washed, 
dried and spread on the open fi elds.  “That 
was the only place we used go for work.  It 

did employ a lot of 
people, Thorpe had 
two mills and Solo-
mons had four.”
There were no safety 
gear in those days, 
“It was hard work.  
We never used to 
wear boots, no!  
You’d get prickles 
in your toes because 
you were barefoot 
although we some-
times had ‘gunny-
bag’ shoes.”
From there, Wilson 
struck lucky and 
got a job on Ascen-
sion Island working 
at Green Moun-
tain farm in 1962.  

Sharon Henry, SAMS

“There weren’t any fl ush toilets or showers 
then,” he recalled.  They washed in a bucket 
and town people were issued 20 gallons of 
water a day caught and piped from the moun-
tain. 
Wilson also worked on the United States Air 
Force Base at Ascension in fi re security for 
Pan Am.  They maintained fi re trucks, gen-
erators, “and we had to learn about structural 
fi re plus aircraft fi re.  It wrecked your brain 
but you had to know.
“I wasn’t too bright when I was in school, I 
used be thinking of what I had to do when 
I got home!”  His teacher didn’t have much 
faith and told him and his class mates, “when 
you’ll leave school you’ll be sitting on the 
clock,” meaning looking for handouts.  On 
his third trip home from Pan Am he saw, 
and approached, that teacher who was pleas-
antly surprised and proud of her ex student’s 
achievements.  “She said when I taught you, 
you didn’t know the difference from A to a 
bullocks foot!”
In his later years, because of an irregular 
heartbeat, he was fi tted with a pace maker.  
“This is my downfall now, I can’t do anything 
heavy, I can’t overreach.  I wanna do things 
but I can’t do it and I’m used to being out and 
about!”  
When asked the secret to life, “I don’t let 
things get me down,” he answered.  Wilson 
has been following sage advice given by his 
mother on his fi rst day at school.  “Speak to 
people and if anybody wants help, help them.  
I’ve still got that in me.”

Wilson Scipio

Lt. Coral and all Salvationists and friends of the Salvation Army would like to thank
you all for your support, donations and words of encouragement throughout 2013. It
has been a wonderful privilege to share the Good News of the Gospel with you all.
Come on and celebrate Jesus is the reason for the season.

O HOLY CHILD OF BETHLEHEM,
DESCEND TO US, WE PRAY;

CAST OUT OUR SIN, AND ENTER IN,
BE BORN IN US TODAY.

WE HEAR THE CHRISTMAS ANGELS
THE GREAT GLAD TIDINGS TELL,
O COME TO US, ABIDE WITH US,

OUR LORD IMMANUEL.

WISHING YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES A VERY WONDERFUL AND BLESSED CHRISTMAS.
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COFFEE
BREAK

HUMOUR

PEOPLE Christmas
Chart
No.1’s 

It was Christmas and the judge was in a merry mood as he asked 
the prisoner,”What are you charged with?”
“Doing my Christmas shopping early”, replied the defendant.
“That’s no offense”, said the judge. “How early were you doing 
this shopping?”
“Before the store opened.”

The TV game show was really close. One contestant was asked 
to name two of Santa’s reindeer. The contestant gave a sigh think-
ing that he had fi nally been given an easy question, “Rudolph and 
Olive!”
The host asked the contestant, “We’ll accept Rudolph but can you 
explain Olive?”
The man looked at the host and said, “You know, ‘Olive’ the other 
reindeer, used to laugh and call him names...” 

Santa’s sleigh broke down on Christmas Eve. He fl agged down 
a passing motorist and asked, “Can you give me a hand?”
“Sorry,” the motorist replied. “I’m not a mechanic, I’m a chiropo-
dist.”
“Well, can you give me a toe?”

 If you would like to take part, we need a good picture of you (which we 
can do) and your top 3 - it could be your top 3 movies, songs, books or 
cars. It could be your top 3 places on St Helena, or top 3 achievements. 
The more interesting the better chance of being chosen, as we will only 
print 1 per week! Email: news@sams.sh with subject heading, top 3.

1. Bob the 
Builder
2. Mr Blobby
3. Rage     
Against the 
Machine 

SENTINEL REBOOT - Local news from last year

The website travelmole.com advertised a new star-gazing tour to St Helena with astrono-
mer, Steve Owens.  He had previously undertaken research on St Helena’s night sky in 
April 2012 and found that the island is one of the few places in the world where the Plough 
and the Southern Cross can be seen at the same time.

St Helena Youth Parliamentarians Neil Francis and Zedella Young attended a four day 
conference for the fi fth Commonwealth Youth Parliament in the Houses of Parliament.  

Radio St Helena was set to broadcast its fi nal transmission, on Christmas day, exactly 45 years after it all 
began in 1967. 

CRICKET - Jamestown Zodiacs were top of the cricket league for Christmas.

Famous Birthdays
19 Dec - 25 Dec

Richard Hammond (44)
UK TV Presenter - 19 Dec

Samuel L Jackson (65)
US Actor - 21 Dec 

Jordin Sparks (24)
US Singer - 22 Dec

Armin Van Buuren (37)
Dutch DJ - 25 Dec

WUZZLE
A wuzzle is a saying/phrase that is made up of a display of words, in an 
interesting way. The object is to try to fi gure out the well-known saying, 
person, place, or thing that each wuzzle is meant to represent.

Answers at the bottom of pageFUN QUOTE
“Never catch snowfl akes with 
your tongue until all the birds 

have gone south for the winter.”

Dame Betty

DID YOU KNOW...
•  In A.D. 350, Pope Julius I, bishop of Rome, pro-           
    claimed December 25 the offi cial celebration date for 
   the birthday of Christ.

• Santa’s suit was originally green before the colour 
    red was used in paintings and famously used in Coca-
   cola’s advertisements.

• All the gifts in the Twelve Days of Christmas would 
   equal 364 gifts.

• In Greek, X means Christ; that is where the word 
   “Xmas” comes from.

• The world’s largest Christmas present was the Statue 
   of Liberty. The French gave it to the US in 1886. It is 
   46.5 metres high and weighs 225 tons.

WUZZLE SOLUTIONS
1. Scatter Brain 2. Good Intentions
3. Horseback Riding 4. Daybreak

5. All Things Being Equal 6. Always by my Side
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FESTIVE PARADEFESTIVE PARADE

With a glut of colour and great summer weather, 
St Pauls Primary School Students danced through the 
streets of Jamestown, spreading festive cheer on Thurs-
day 12 December.  Led by their competition winning 
cheerleaders who sported Santa Hats with their normal 
uniforms, the procession started at the General Hospital 
and fi nished in the Grand Parade Area.  
Parents joined the fun as well, many taking the day off 
to don Christmas outfi ts and join their children.  Special 
effort was also put into dressing the vehicles that formed 
a part of the parade, “each year we try to do something 
different, said Anita Peters, a member of the St Pauls 
Primary’s PTA. “This year as a theme we choose Mada-
gascar comes to St Helena for Christmas.”
The efforts spent by parents and students were appreci-
ated by the lunchtime crowds that gathered in the Bridge 
and Roundabout areas.  “We’re raising money for the 
PTA,” said Keirah Joshua, a student taking part in the 
parade.  “We started to prepare for this a month ago.  
I’ve really enjoyed dancing through the street today.”

St Pauls Primary Cheerleaders

L-R: Reece, Christiano, Ethan, Jerome and Taye

L-R: Brooke, Lara and Keirah

Milan Walton
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DDon’t forget to inform your contacts of this change.on’t forget to inform your contacts of this change.

For detailed instructions on how to make the change pleaseFor detailed instructions on how to make the change please
visit our websitevisit our website www.sure.co.shwww.sure.co.sh or call ouror call our

Internet Helpline on 24000 duringInternet Helpline on 24000 during normal working hoursnormal working hours..Internet Helpline on 24000 duringInternet Helpline on 24000 during normal working hoursnormal working hours..
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Artists Corner
From 25th November to 30th November, The 
Art and Crafts Association hosted an Artists’ 
Corner Exhibition featuring works by local 
artists (including our Subject Leader for Art 
Sharon Clingham and Artist in Residence 
Lindsay McGinnety. We also had an exhibi-
tion of art work from our Year 10 GCSE Art 
students from Prince Andrew School.  Cur-
rently on sale in the Art and Crafts Centre are 
a number of limited edition signed prints from 
some of our students.

Haiyan Disaster Appeal
As the result of a non-uniform day at Prince 
Andrew School our students raised £121.30. 
An additional fundraiser “Coin a Heart” or-
ganised by our sixth form students involved 
members of the school community donat-
ing loose change which was then made into 
the shape of a giant heart in the foyer of the 
school. This raised a further £100. Every per-
son who donated coins received a heart with 
their name and these were later placed into a 
prize draw for chocolates, stationary sets, pen 
sets, etc.  

Reaping Rewards
Students of Jenkins 3 and their class teachers, 
last week, enjoyed a day at Jamestown Swim-
ming Pool and New Horizons. The reward day 
was organised to acknowledge their fantastic 
efforts in raising the most money, a grand total 
of £270, for Prince Andrew School PTA funds 
in last June’s Big Walk.  Jenkins 3 and their 
teachers would like to say huge thank you to 
PAS PTA, Mr Nick Stevens and New Hori-
zons, Mr John Dillon and Mr Raymond Young 
and Leo’s Planet. 

Key Stage 3 & 4 Learners of the Term 1A 
Students are nominated by class teachers ev-
ery week as ‘Learner of the week’ at the end 
of the term nominations are collated, students 
with the highest number of nominations are 

awarded Learner of the half term.
Term 1A Key stage 3 Learner of the Term 
was awarded to Alaina Crowie, Key Stage 4 
Learner of the Term was awarded to Niza Yon.

Alania said “The Hall was surrounded by 
all students and teachers, it was announced 
I was the learner of term 1A for key stage 3.  
As happy as it made me feel, I felt quite em-
barrassed to receive my award in front of the 
whole school.  When I held my certifi cate in 
my hand, I felt so proud and overwhelmed on 

what I had achieved.  I do hope this will in-
spire other students to do their best.”

Niza said “I was very proud and surprise to be 
awarded with Learner of Term 1A, I do work 
hard, with both my school and homework, so 
this award is very encouraging.”

End of Term celebrations at Prince 
Andrew School
The last week 
of term saw our 
‘Carol Service’ at 
St. Pauls Cathe-
dral led by Father 
Dale. Our Year 10, 
11 and 12 students 
also enjoyed a 
visit to the school 
by Sally Kettle 
who rowed twice 
across the north 
Atlantic. Sally’s 
achievements are 
an inspiration and 
our students were 
keen to ask ques-
tions about her ex-
periences.

The traditional 
‘End of Year Meal’ 

supported by the PTA provided 
a great spread for the students, 
staff and helpers from the PTA 
committee. None of this would have been pos-
sible had it not been for the ‘staff chefs’ who 
worked tirelessly from the early hours. Our 
caretaking staff set up the hall for the occasion 
and the sixth form were there to lend a hand to 
support the staff with the serving.  

Bright sunshine welcomed the start of our 
‘Athletics Day’. The morning commenced 
with a presentation by the Cheerleaders rep-
resenting each of the four Houses. The Cheer-
leaders looked resplendent in their outfi ts and 
each had their own individualised routine. It 
was a very diffi cult decision to judge but in the 
end it as Jenkins who were the winning Cheer-
leading team. The Athletics Day was eventual-
ly won by a delighted Mundens team. The end 
of term culminated with our ‘Day Out’ at Blue 
Hill where students were able to choose from 
a range of activities. This included an optional 
energetic walk to High Hill via the endemic 
plantation.

We have been delighted to welcome back the 
‘Ivyletts’ who performed there Pantomime 
‘Snow White and Seven Dwarfs’ on Satur-
day 14th December in the main hall at Prince 
Andrew School.  The matinee and evening 
performances were thoroughly enjoyed by all 
who attended.

Thursday 19 December our Prince Andrew 
School students and children from our Primary 
Schools will perform their ‘A Celebration of 
Christmas’ starting at 7pm. Also taking place 
on 19th December, our PE staff will be organ-
ising a 20/20 Cricket competition for Prince 
Andrew School Students.

Finally, may we wish you all a very merry 
Christmas and every health and happiness for 
2014. Also just to remind you that the fi rst day 
back for students will be Tuesday 15th Janu-
ary 2014. 

This week’s school page is contributed by Prince Andrew Schools

Work from GCSE Art studentWork from GCSE Art student

Students from last year’s Jenkins 3 enjoy their reward dayStudents from last year’s Jenkins 3 enjoy their reward day
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THANK YOU
Husband Larry and Family both here and overseas of the late        
Dorothy Joan Yon would like to take this opportunity to say a 

‘BIG THANK YOU’ to the dedicated Doctors and Nursing Staff 
of the General Hospital for the care and attention given to her dur-

ing her short illness. 
“This has certainly not gone unnoticed”

Special thanks are extended to Captain Rodney Young and the 
Crew on board the RMS St Helena and to Nurse Sue-Ellen Henry 

who was accompanying her for her medical referral to Cape Town.  
Bishop Fenwick, Canon Clive Duncan and Lieutenant Coral Yon 

for conducting the Funeral Service and Mrs. Joy George the Organ-
ist. To all who helped in the collection of fl owers, Fiona Duncan 
& Colin Lawrence for making the wreaths, Roy Williams and his 
team, Melvyn Benjamin and to the many family and friends both 
here and overseas who has supported us during this time and still 

are. To those who also sent messages via emails and telephone calls 
and all who attended her Funeral.

It has meant a lot to us to know how much you all cared at such a 
diffi cult time.

Memories of Dorothy will live with us forever.
May God bless you all.

  

 The Rose & 
Crown Shop  
Tel 22427 

The Hive  
Boutique  

Tel 22427 

Longwood  
Supermarket 
Tel 24679 

Maisie’s Shop 
Longwood 
Tel 24462 

Tues 24th Dec 9am - 8.30pm 9am - 8.30pm 9am - 6pm 9am - 6pm 

Friday 27th Dec 9am - 3pm 9am - 3pm 9am - 3pm 9am - 3pm 

Sat 28th Dec 9am - 3pm 9am - 3pm 9am - 3pm 9am - 3pm 
Sun 29th Dec Closed Closed 9am - 1pm Closed 

Tues 31st Dec 9am - 3pm 9am - 3pm 9am - 3pm 9am - 3pm 

Thurs 2nd Jan Normal hours resume in all shops  

Mon 30th Dec Closed Closed Closed Closed 

Thank you for your business during 2013.   
We look forward to providing good quality products and services to you again in 2014. 

May your holiday period and New Year be filled with good health, laughter and prosperity. 
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Friday 20th Dec 2013                                      
Monday 23rd Dec 2013 
Tuesday 24th Dec 2013 
Wednesday 25th Dec 2013 
Thursday 26th Dec 2013  
Friday 27th Dec 2013 
Monday 30th Dec 2013 
Tuesday 31st Dec 2013 
Wednesday 01st Jan 2014 

09:00 – 12:00 
09:00 – 15:30 
09:00 – 11:00 
CLOSED 
CLOSED 
09:00 – 11:00 
09:00 – 11:00 
09:00 – 11:00 
CLOSED 
 

BASIL AND BARBARA GEORGE 
SEND WARM WISHES 

TO ALL FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
FOR

A VERY HAPPY FESTIVE SEASON
AND

A PEACEFUL, HAPPY NEW YEAR

‘Christmas greetings and 
best wishes for the New 

Year to all our family and 
friends’

Thanks for all your support
Love Angela and Alex

Enterprise St Helena (ESH) representative, 
John Scipio, who is based in South Africa, re-
turned to St Helena for a short visit and spoke 
to SAMS about his work and reservations con-
cerning the island and it’s development. 
It is John’s job to promote St Helena to South 
Africa and the wider world from his offi ce in 
Cape Town. He does this by interacting with 
people on many levels, from tourists, busi-
nesses and  Governments,  by making contacts 
on various levels. 
He sells the idea of St Helena, as it is now, and 
attracts interest from the investors who share 
his vision of an island with a successful tourist 
destination in the future. His visit back to the 
island is to see his family and get a picture of 
the island as it stands now. 
Although he can see many things progressing, 
he did say he was disappointed with certain 
aspects, “What concerns me is the infrastruc-
ture of the island and the readiness for serious 
investors coming in.” John is promoting and 
selling an idea of an island that is progressive 
and getting ready for the airport and some of 
the things that he thought had been achieved, 
he was dismayed, had not been achieved.  
“That’s a worry for me,” said John.  
ESH offi ce in Cape Town arrange to showcase 
the island at Tradeshows and Travel Shows 
like “Get Away. “ John is amazed at the vol-
ume of people who go to and the awareness 

raised  by his work 
by attending these 
shows.  Many are 
interested in visit-
ing St Helena with 
the only barrier the 
length of time on the 
RMS St Helena. 
He is confi dent that, 
with the airport, St 
Helena will open 
up to a wider mar-
ket. John will be 
saddened  about the 
loss of the RMS St 
Helena but under-
stands the need for 
the change for a 
prosperous future on 
island. 
Another aspect of 
his job is to assist 
with developing 
business. He is building a data base of busi-
nesses in SA that are relevant to St Helena. 
This will be a readymade contact list for the 
island. Although not limited to just the list, 
John encourages people to contact him, “Make 
me aware of specifi c areas that they would like 
me to follow up on.” He offers his services to 
put you in contact with the right people for you 
business idea. 

Johns works are not confi ned to just this, he 
also plays a hand when ESH send people away 
for training. John has been running the offi ce 
in Cape Town  since November 2012, where 
he is the only member of staff. 
Johns dedication to St Helena was evident 
in his enthusiasm during the interview. “I re-
ally enjoy it,” said John. “I don’t feel like I 
am working a day, because I enjoy what I am 
doing and I am passionate about St Helena.”

STOKING SA INTEREST
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This is a very special time of year for Stat-
isticians- the anniversary of the very fi rst Cen-
sus. As St Helena prepares to celebrate this oc-
casion we look back over the year gone by. We 
may not have a Census but we make the most 
of the information sources we do have avail-
able to tell us about St Helena in 2013. 
So far this year…

Births, Deaths and Marriages
Births: 31 (10 Boys, 21 Girls)
Deaths: 53 (34 Men, 19 Women)
Marriages: 5

Average number of births per month: 2.8
Average number of deaths per month: 4.8

Population at end of November 2013: 
4,250
Natural rate of change of population on St Hel-
ena:  a decrease of 2 people per month
Without migration St Helena would “run out” 
of people in January 2190. 

Migration
In the last twelve months:
3,833 people have arrived on St Helena
3,670 people have departed.

Of the people who came:
1,102 were counted as “Excursion visitors”, 
here for a holiday.
812 were Saints returning home after a trip 
away
598 were Saints who work overseas and came 
home to visit friends and family
654 were here to work bringing with them 237 
family members)
(Note: some of these people would have come 
and gone more than once,

The RMS called in to St Helena 34 times 
bringing 2,963 passengers. 
The new mooring array was put to good use 
by 235 visiting yachts brining 704 members 
of crew
Four other ships (the Sinfonia, Danah Explor-
er, the Plancius and the Solandet) brought an 
additional 166 visitors.

The island received well over 2,000 day visi-
tors with the visit of two cruise ships, the MSC 
Sinfonia and MS Amsterdam, along with a 
brief “hello” from the RRS Ernest Shackleton 
and HMS Richmond.

Tourists and Excursion Visitors
Excursion visitors to St Helena are those who 
are not here to work and stay for a while (as 
opposed to transit visitors who are just passing 
through or stay on RMS while it is in James 
Bay). 

 
Of the 1,102 excursion visi-
tors
 680 arrived on the RMS
 281 arrived on yachts
 141 arrived on other 
  vessels

The most common length of 
stay was 4 nights overall, 8 
nights for the RMS visitors. 
The majority of tourist 
visitors came from the UK 
(30%), Europe (22%), South 
Africa (19%) and the US 
and Canada (15%).

Building
Over the last year building 
has been completed on 27 
new homes, building started 
on another 29 homes leaving 
approximately 140 houses 
currently under construction 
on St Helena. 

Prices
The overall price of goods 
and services on St Helena 
increased at the lowest rate 
in over ten years (average 
rate of annual infl ation of the 
Retail Price Index so far this year is 1.2%). 

Price changes associated with Food items gen-
erally have the biggest impact on households 
this accounts for the majority of our spending 
(over a third, or one pound in every three). 
The average rate of increase so far in 2013 
was 1.8%.

In November 2013 the Statistics Offi ce con-
ducted a households survey to ensure the 
goods and services that they monitor for their 
quarterly calculation of annual infl ation re-
main relevant to St Helenian households. In 
total 88 households took part, a little of 5% 
of currently occupied St Helenian households. 

Movember
In November of this year 55 men signed up 
to grow a moustache for Movember. In addi-
tion to raising awareness of men’s health is-
sues they raised £396 for charity, 20% to go to 
Shape and 80% to the Movember cause.

The 55 men counted for approximately 3% of 
the St Helena male over 16 population. Ap-
proximately 10% of these Mo-staches were 
ended up washed down Donny’s sink. 

Contributed by Statistics Offi ce

To Mum Phyllis of Sandy Bay
and

Mum Janet of Deason Centre Longwood

‘The journey of life is with many twists and turns. 
But with faith and courage, no obstacle can stop you from reaching your 

goals.
Keep faith, peace and kindness in your heart, and you shall always shine’

Merry Christmas and a Prosperous 2014
Miss and love you both

Val, Barrie & Shane Cheltenham,UK

Contact: Gina Henry, Crown Estates Assistant
email gina henry@enrd.gov.sh
Telephone 22270, in Essex House, Jamestown for
an information pack.

On behalf of the St. Helena Government, the Property Division
has the following buildings for sale:

WRANGHAMS HOUSE, SANDY BAY. Grade 2 listed, traditional stone
built house in mature private grounds of 3.1 acres, this property is in
need of renovation and offers development potential.
Offered on a long term leasehold basis (alternative proposals maybe
considered) Premium bid sought.
Guide price for offers £90,000
Closing date for bids : 12 noon Wednesday 5th February2014

HEAD ‘O’ WAIN CLINIC. Single storey building, in rural setting, currently
has two reasonable sized rooms and toilet with an enclosed veranda,
potential to be refurbished to create a private house, available on a
freehold basis Guide price for offers £15,000
Closing date for bids : 12 noon Wednesday 12th February 2014

OLD PWSD STORE, JAMESTOWN: Grade 3 listed building, substantial
stone built, former bonded warehouse, in a prime location , opposite
the Castle courtyard and close to the sea front, the building is planned
over ground and two upper levels and has potential to be re
development for a variety of alternative uses.
Guide price for offers £250,000
Closing date for bids : 12 noon Wednesday
26th February 2014

PROPERTIES FOR SALE
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Bishops Christmas Message
There is an ancient  legend from Northern 
Italy called “the Silver Lake” - and it’s a story 
with a tough moral.... 

---ooo0ooo---
High up in the great mountain chain called the 
Dolomites is a deep lake where, centuries ago, 
silver was dug out from the mines.  The lake 
is crystal clear, but far below in the depths you 
might just see the ruins of an ancient village. 
The people here were famous for being rich, 
but their hearts were turned to stone by the 
silver, mined day and night. As they greeted 
you in the streets, it would not be with the cry 
of “God keep you”, but they would call out, 
“God keep you rich”!  So, as you can imagine, 
the heart and soul of this valley withered away.

Then one Christmas Eve the houses were fi lled 
as usual with raucous laughter, and the drunk-
en quarrelling of those who gambled fortunes.  
But this year there came a young lad from the 
East with threadbare clothes and no boots.  His 
lips were blue with cold, and his eyes hollow 
with hunger as he went from house to house to 
beg food and shelter.  Yet door after door was 
slammed in his face until there was nowhere to 
go.  Then looking up towards the mountain he 
saw an old peasant hut, and gathering his last 
strength he stumbled up the path.

He could hardly tap the door, but the old grand-
mother gathered him from the step and carried 
him to the fi re.  “Have you eaten?” she asked.  
And not waiting for a reply, she fi lled a bowl 
with the hot soup simmering in the hearth. She 
cut thick slices of bread, and as he ate she took 
his coat and patched it with needle and thread. 
“You’re alone?”, she asked wonderingly.  

“No - there’s you, grandmother”, sighed the 

youth as he settled closer to the fi re.

A little later, the old woman looked at the 
clock, “It’s time for Midnight Mass – and I 
must go… though ‘twill be the same as ev-
ery year with those too far gone even to cross 
themselves at the holy name!   But,” she asked, 
“will you come?”

 “No, grandmother”, said the young lad.  “It’s 
too late.  We must just stay and wait for what 
must be…”  In that ancient legend, the old 
woman looked at him and wondered - for his 
eyes were no longer the eyes of the youth, but 
the everlasting eyes of Eternal Judgement.  
“Who are you?” asked the woman.  Replied 
he, “One whom you know well, grandmother.” 

At that moment the bells rang out far below 
in the village church as the people tumbled 
drunkenly out of their doors…  But suddenly 
there came the sound of thunder like a thou-
sand avalanches, and the ground beneath the 
old hut trembled and shook….

---ooo0ooo---
The dawn broke, and the old woman awoke.  
It was Christmas morning, and she looked 
over to the settle to see if the lad was ready 
for breakfast.  But he had gone, and there on 
the hearth was wood ready to burn, and the 
shelves were stacked with food.  Outside the 
door where he had stood, miraculously the old 
rose tree was in full bloom…  Above her, the 
craggy tops of the mountains shone white in 
the morning sun: but there below her in the 
valley was nothing… nothing at all.  For the 
village had gone, and where it had once stood 
was a deep lake, shining silver in the icy morn-
ing light.  

She pondered all this for the rest of her life – 
which was blessed with enough to eat, enough 

to wear… and with friendly neighbours who 
looked after her at the close of her days. And 
at the end, as she said, she was simply taking a 
last journey to meet that young friend she had 
fed and looked after on that night she remem-
bered so well! 

---ooo0ooo---
Now... this strange Christmas legend from 
Italy tells the deep truth, that somehow, some 
time, evil will bring its own reward. It’s a 
tough old story - but generations pass it on.  
Think of the advice in chapter 13 of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews:  “Continue to love one another 
like brothers, and remember always to wel-
come strangers, for by doing this, some have 
entertained angels without knowing it.”   If 
this were done by even a tenth of God’s people 
– what a different place the world would be!

Do have a good and peaceful Christmas.

Last week, The Pirate Bay, which is report-
edly the internet’s most notable fi le-sharing 
website, was almost captured in the Caribbe-
an, before retreating to regroup at Ascension 
Island.
The website, which originated in Sweden, had 
been operating from the domain www.thepi-
ratebay.sx, based in Sint Maarten, the Dutch 
half of the Caribbean island of Saint Martin.  
Last Monday night (9 Dec), that domain was 
seized by the authorities, and the website fl ed 
to thepiratebay.ac, a domain belonging to As-
cension Island.
While Ascension has proven to be a safe har-
bour for The Pirate Bay, it is only the website’s 
online address that has moved there, not its 
physical operations or staff. And, given that 
the UK is hostile to web piracy, the visit was 

little more than a stopover, as the site has al-
ready moved on..
A Pirate Bay insider has said that the site’s 
next destination would be Peru, and a .pe do-
main name, and this has since been confi rmed. 
The Pirate Bay, catalogues links to fi les for 
fi lms, television shows, music, games and oth-
er media, which are often 
shared in breach of copy-
right.
The site has been forced 
to move fi ve times in 2013 
alone to avoid falling foul 
of copyright laws. In April, 
it switched domains from 
Sweden to Greenland and 
later Iceland before Sint 
Maarten.
In 2009, The Pirate Bay’s 

Pirate Bay sets sail for Ascension Island after SX domain name seized by authorities
four founders were tried in Stockholm for 
facilitating illegal downloads of copyrighted 
material. They were sentenced to a year in 
prison and a fi ne of 30 million Swedish Krona 
(£2.8m). Their prison sentences were reduced 
on appeal the following year, but the fi ne was 
raised to 46 million Swedish Krona.
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TD5 Landrover Defender 90

Interested persons can contact Paul Scipio on 
telephone number 23850/23848 or email 

proarc@helanta.co.sh 

Being a vet can be a hazardous occupation 
as proven by Senior Veterinary Offi cer, Joe 
Hollins, who was charged by a 300kg “ex-
tremely aggressive” cow on Monday.  “We 
were trying to get her in to treat her.  From 
some distance, 30-40 metres away she sud-
denly eyed me and charged at full speed.”
Joe tried to stand her off but realised quickly 
it wasn’t working so he tried to side step her.  
“But she came into me at full speed, came 
down on top of me and we tobogganed down 
a very steep hill.”
Luckily there were no broken bones or major 
injuries, “I’m just a little shaved, fortunately, 
I seem to be made of very rubbery material,” 
Joe joked after his ordeal.  “I was lucky and if 
there was a rock sticking out of the ground I 
would have been smashed up.”
The cow was suffering from magnesium de-
fi ciency caused by the dry weather and water 
shortage St Helena has experienced this year.  
This has taken its toll on the pasture land, 
leaving grass magnesium defi cient for grazing 
cattle.  Progression of magnesium defi ciency 
disease in cattle is rapid and symptoms include 
muscular spasms and convulsions which leads 
to death.
Joe suspects magnesium defi ciency in grass is 
widespread island-wide and wanted to alert all 
farmers to the condition.  If cattle display signs 

VET PLAYS CHICKEN WITH COW

of, “twitching head, twitchy ears and staring 
eyes, they are dangerous.”
Because of its advanced condition, the cow is 
untreatable.  “The problem with magnesium 
is that mammals do not have a body store of 
it, unlike calcium, so you need a daily intake.  
And very sensibly Nick Thorpe at Fairyland is 
giving them magnesium bullets which you put 
into the stomach and it slowly releases magne-
sium.  But nothing is infallible and for what-
ever reason this one slipped through the net.”
Joe warned walkers rambling pasturelands 
should also be wary and cautious of cows, 

especially when walking with dogs.  “Cattle 
abhor dogs, they hate them and they often run 
at you,” said Joe.  “If you stand your ground 
they’ll often stop dead, but you have to have 
a nerve for that.  However, there have been 
people in the UK who have been trampled to 
death by herds of cows because they had dogs 
with them.”
While such attacks are relatively rare, UK 
Health and Safety Executive fi gures show that 
over 481 people have been injured by cows in 
the past eight years.

Surprise gifts from Suzanne’s nanny 

Airhead Ascension gives generously to SHAPE 

A big thank you to all those
who fundraise for ‘Airhead
Ascension.’ On 23rd Septem
ber we received a surprise
donation of £500.
Thank you for considering us.
We really appreciate it.

A big thank you to Mrs
Patsy Norris,
Suzanne’s nanny, in the UK,
for the lovely gifts you sent
for us. It was indeed very
kind of you to think of
everyone at SHAPE.

Suzanne working
hard at SHAPE
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APPLICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT PERMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an application has been received in respect of the following proposals: 

1. Proposed Bathroom, kitchen, Lounge extension adjacent to the property of Mr Cyril Knipe, 
Levelwood. 

2. Proposed change of use of the Malabar building into insurance and shipping offices, Main Street, 
Jamestown. 

3. Proposed erection of canopy at Half Tree Hollow fuel station, Half Tree Hollow. 

Copies of the applications and plans may be inspected at the Planning and Building Section, Essex House, Main 
Street, Jamestown, Monday to Friday, from 8.30 am to 4 pm.  

   
Any person who wishes to make representations on the above applications 1-4 should make them in writing 
within 14 days to the Secretary, Land Development Control Authority, Essex House, Main Street, Jamestown. 

Alfred V Isaac 
Planning Officer  
Email: alfred-isaac@enrd.gov.sh 

DATED THIS 20th DAY OF DCEMBER 2013    

The Marine Section of the Environmental 
Management Division (EMD) is now receiv-
ing reports of sightings of Whale Sharks in St 
Helena waters.
It’s Christmas, the time for giving and good-
will.  However, it’s also the time of year 
when St Helena, becomes a stopover for 
the largest fi sh species in the world, the 
Whale Shark.  At the height of the Whale 
Shark season last year, (28 January 2013) 
local scuba diver Anthony Thomas was 
one of those afforded the privilege to swim 
with 17 of the magnifi cent creatures.  “It 
was a spectacular event,” said Anthony, 
“the experience is over whelming.”
Nearly a year on, and the Marine Section, 
has started to receive reports of sightings 
of Whale Sharks in St Helena waters.  “We 
had the fi rst report of a sighting at the end 
of November,” said Marine Conserva-
tion Offi cer, Elizabeth Clingham.  “There 
has even been a sighting of single Whale 
Shark close to Needles Eye.”
Elizabeth has recently returned from 
a Whale Shark Conference in Atlanta, 
Georgia, USA where the reports of Whale 
Sharks mating in St Helena Waters caused 
quite a stir.  The most signifi cant informa-

tion to come out of the visit was the realisa-
tion of how rare St Helena’s sightings of whale 
sharks mating, are.  “We had two records of 
mating,” said Elizabeth, “that is fi rst in the 
world to ever be known.”
Because of the rarity of the sightings, Eliza-
beth was approached by Research Section of 

the Georgia Atlantic Aquarium, who donated 
two satellite tagging devices, which will aid 
in the study of the once secret lives of Whale 
Sharks.
Hopefully the large numbers of visiting Whale 
Sharks will continue to grace St Helena wa-
ters.

WHALE SHARKS RETURN FOR CHRISTMAS

Photo courstesy of Anthony Thomas
of Sub-Tropic Adventures



25

CHURCH NOTICES
www.sams.shTHE SENTINEL Th ursday 19 December 2013

FaithMatters
Seventh Day Adventist

Saturday  21st December
9:15- 10:40am- Sabbath School
11:00- 12:00- Divine Service
2:00- 3:00pm - Pathfi nder
Monday 22nd December
Bible Study at home of Pam and Lionel Joshua.
Tuesday 23rd December
7:00pm- Bible study at Guinea Grass, (home of 
Andrew & Shara Robinson) 
Wednesday 24th December
7:30- 8:30pm- Prayer Meeting in Church
Thursday 25th December
7:00pm- Bible Study at home of Arnold & San-
dra Crowie

ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND     
For more information, contact Pastor Clack Tel 
No. 22267, Email: grace4grabs@gmail.com

Father Fred George

Artifi cial problems.

A young teacher at 
Basse, two hundred 
miles up river in The 
Gambia, told me he 
found life so diffi cult 
because he was on his 
own among so many Muslims.   He said 
he had a fi ancée in Banjul, but couldn’t 
marry her and have her with him as his wife 
because he couldn’t afford it.   I told him that 
marriage costs nothing.   Just register it and 
we will have them make their vows in the little 
church of Saint Cuthbert there in Basse and 
they would be married and could live togeth-
er.   Marriage is about commitment and vows 
made by and between the man and woman.  
He said “how can I do this?   My friends and 
family would need to come and there was the 
fares and the food and a place to celebrate 
to think of”.   Of course it is good to have a 
party to rejoice over a wedding and to wish 
the young couple well, but my parents’ gen-
eration were often married in uniform when 
the man was on a weekend pass from military 
service.   They were just as happily married 
even though there was no fancy clothes, no 
bridesmaids and best man and no slap up feed 
and only a couple of nights honeymoon.   
Even worse are parents who tell me that they 
cannot afford to have their children baptised 
because they can’t afford it.   Baptism costs 
nothing except a little time, Faith and thought 
and it is so important.   Again a party to cel-
ebrate another young Christian’s entry into 
the Church is natural, but it is not necessary.   
What is necessary is commitment on the part 
of the parents and a little of God’s precious 
gift of water.   God’s gift of the Spirit is quite 
free.
That brings me on to talking about Christmas.   
One of the advantages the airport will give us 
is that we won’t have to think about Christmas 
until the tenth of December.   There will be no 
need for Solomon’s, Thorpe’s and the Queen 
Mary to put up decorations before the begin-
ning of December – but I expect they will.   It 
is so sad to hear people say that they are glad 
when Christmas is over and dread preparing 
for it.   Christmas is about the joy of the in-
carnation.   Christmas is about God coming to 
join his creation and to live, work and minister 
among us and fi nally to die like us sharing our 
pain and despair.   It is fi ne to have a “fi ggy 
pudding” – but if we dread making it we 
should not do it.   It is fi ne to have poultry and 
goat curry, but if we cannot afford it and dread 
making it we should not do it.   It is fi ne to 
have a drink or two but it is no use being ill at 
Christmas time so we shouldn’t drink so much 
as to be a pain to others and ourselves.   Final-
ly we should resolve not to quarrel. Christmas 

is about the joy of God in his world and so if 
we are unable to enjoy it and the preparations 
for it we should just give up Christmas.   

DIOCESE   OF SAINT HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul 
Sunday 22 December     
4 Advent Sunday 
8.00 a.m  Eucharist, Cathedral
11.00 a.m  Sung Eucharist,St Andrew
11.15 a.m Sung Eucharist, St Helena 
7.30 p.m Ecumenical Service,       
Courthouse Steps
Tuesday 24 December    
Christmas Eve 6.00 p.m. Eucharist,St Martin
11.30 p.m Midnight Mass, Cathedral
Wednesday 25 December    
Christmas Day 8.00 a.m.Sung Eucharist,   
St Andrew
9.30 a.m Sung Eucharist, St Peter
10.00 a.m Sung Eucharist,   
St Helena & The Cross
Sunday 29 December   
1 Sunday after Christmas 8.00 a.m. Eucharist, 
Cathedral
10.00 a.m Sung Eucharist, Cathedral
6.30 p.m  9 Lessons and Carols with Salva-
tion Army, St James

The Parish of St James 
Sunday 22 December      
4 Advent Sunday 9.30 a.m Sung Eucharist, 
St James
7.30 p.m Ecumenical Service,       
Courthouse Steps
Monday 23 December  
10.00 a.m Eucharist, St James
Tuesday 24 December  
Christmas Eve 11.30 p.m  
Midnight Mass, St James
Wednesday 25 December   
Christmas Day 8.00 a.m Sung Eucharist,      
St John
10.00 a.m Children’s Service,St James
Sunday 29 December  
1 Sunday after Christmas 9.30 a.m  Sung 
Eucharist, St James
6.30 p.m 9 Lessons and Carols with Salvation 
Army, St James
Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 22 December      
4 Advent Sunday 11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist, 

St Matthew
7.30 p.m Ecumenical Service,       
Courthouse Steps
Tuesday 24 December    
Christmas Eve 11.30 p.m Midnight Mass ,
St Mark
 Wednesday 25 December    
Christmas Day 9.30 a.m Sung Eucharist, 
St Matthew
Sunday 29 December
1 Sunday after Chrismas 
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist ,                                                               
St Mark
6.30 p.m 9 Lessons and Carols with Salvation
 Army,                                                             
St James

              BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday 22nd December
1)  8.45 am Divine Service Sandy Bay Chapel
2) 10.45 am 
Divine Service Head O’Wain Chapel 
3)  6.00 pm Divine Service Jamestown Chapel
Preachers will be Nick Williams (Sandy Bay),  
       Stedson Peters
(Head O’Wain) and Pastor Graeme (Jamestown).
The Lord’s Table will be celebrated at all three 
services.
Please Note: after the Evening Service at James-
town Chapel, folk
will be invited to make their way to the Court-
house steps to take
part in the Ecumenical Carol Service, due to start 
at 7:30 pm

Christmas Day Services:
1)  8.00 am Christmas Service   Sandy Bay Chapel
2)  9.30 am Christmas Service  Head O’Wain  
                    Chapel 
3) 11.00 am Christmas Service  Jamestown Chapel

Sunday 29th December
2.30 pm Combined Service        Jamestown Chapel
(Followed by a short Church business meeting)

New Year’s Eve Watchnight Service

11.30 pm Jamestown Chapel
Come and see in the New Year in God’s presence 
among His people. 
Bible Studies and other activities are in recess until 
after the holidays
For more info contact Pastor Graeme Beckett
Email: graemebbeckett@gmail.com
Tel. 22388

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org

BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods

DEVOTIONAL MEETING

Thursday  19th December 2013
8pm.

ALL ARE WELCOME

"Love revealeth with unfailing and limitless 
power, the mysteries latent in the universe"

Abdu'l-Baha
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WWISHING YOU A 
MERRY CHRISTMAS  

AND A  
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

 
FROM  

DIRECTOR & STAFF   
HEALTH & SOCIAL WELFARE DIRECTORATE 

ter, Eric Benjamin, pumped out the music to 
familiar Christmas carols and songs. There 
was a mixture of congregational singing inter-
spersed with solo renditions from guest sing-
ers, Wendy Benjamin, Noleen Stevens, Elaine 
Benjamin, and Colin Peters. Responding to a 
call from Eric for individuals to “have a go,” 

LET THE PEOPLE SING
The ‘Let the People Sing’ Christmas event 
for this year, was held in the Mule Yard, un-
der a full moon on Sunday night, and enjoyed 
by a good attendance who sang heartily. The 
Get-Togethers’ orchestra combined with the 
Salvation Army band, ably led by bandmas-

The Fishing Industry contingent that went 
to South Africa for the International Conven-
tion for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas 
(ICCAT) and to further the deal in securing a 
fi shing boat for St Helena have returned. En-
terprise St Helena Director, Robert Midwinter 
and Fisheries Corporation General Manager, 
Terry Richards discussed the trip and develop-
ments with The Sentinel. 
There was good news reported; ICCAT sets 
international fi shing quotas and at the conven-
tion St Helena secured the same allocation and 
will not lose any allowance. This is needed in 
the future as with the help of the new vessel St 
Helena may start achieving its allowed quotas. 
St Helena is purchasing the MFV Extractor 
from Hout Bay in South Africa and the trip al-
lowed Rob to view the vessel for the fi rst time. 
“She is a beautiful ship, just walking around 
her you get a sense of the possibilities. I am 
really pleased that this is now moving forward. 
We have been trying to move forward for a 
good many years, it’s very exciting times,” 
said Rob.  
“We would hope to fi nalise the purchase by the 
end of January and get it here at some point in 
February,” said Rob. “With all of these things 
we don’t want to rush...we have to make sure 
that the vessel is safe and seaworthy.” 
With a cost of £190k for the vessel neither Rob 
or Terry would hazard a guess at the fi nal cost 
once fi nal fi t out is completed and transport-
ing the vessel to St Helena. They did say that 
the returns for St Helena, if successful, would 
be “huge.” The vessel will open doors to the 
international market. “The primary reason (for 
this vessel) will be export,” said Terry. 
Fronting the money is a partnership of The 
Fisheries Corporation, the Fishermans Asso-
ciation and ESH. Ownership of the Extractor 
will be - The Fisheries Corporation 51%, ESH 
45% and Fishermans Association 4%. ESH 
have provided money towards the ship under 
the Loan and Equity Scheme to provide Risk 
Capital Funding.  This is available to any busi-
ness venture on island. The Fisheries Corpo-
ration used funds from their reserves. Opera-
tional responsibility will be the responsibility 
of the Fisheries Corporation.
Recently the Fishermans Association called to 
reject any offer of assistance from South Afri-
can company Global Fish. Rob and Terry were 

wary on being drawn into conversation as to 
why the Fisherman’s Association would vote 
in such a way. “If that’s their opinion there’s 
not much we can do about it,” said Terry be-
fore continuing,  “I am sure that we will need 
outside help, with the grading of the fi sh... also 
the contacts. We don’t have any contacts... so 
we might have to latch on to a company.”

Rob said, “We have not had any form of pro-
posal... I think it’s a bit pre-emptive to say you 
don’t accept a proposal when a formal propos-
al hasn’t actually been put forward.” 
The Extractor is said to hold 18 tonnes of fi sh 
when loaded but Terry believes that the 7 holds 
(four ice holds and three refrigerated holds) 
will hold close to 25-30 tonnes. She will be 
able to fi sh offshore for up to two weeks at a 
time, crewed, it is hoped, by Saints and skip-
pered by Trevor Thomas. Initially there will 
only be one crew of an estimated eight Saints. 

Rosalie Mittens and Charlie 
Peters  stepped up to the chal-
lenge and performed well. 
‘Let the People Sing’ started in 
1974, in the Paramount Cinema, and has been 
held every year since then at various venues. It 
is a voluntary effort and collections are taken 
towards the cost of new instruments. Their 
next performances will be with the Salvation 
Army at the Grand Parade, on Sunday night, 
and on the Bridge on Christmas Eve.       

MFV Extractor Secured

Rob Midwinter & Terry Richards

Richard Wallis, SAMS
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'Happy Christmas’
To all our friends on St Helena, we hope that you

are enjoying the festive season with good
company and plenty of mince pies.

With very best wishes for a healthy and happy
year in 2014, and much love from Nicola and

Andrew McHugh'

The Wife and Family of the late Harold Benjamin, wish 
to extend season greetings to all our Family and friends 
on St Helena Island. We unfortunately will not be send-
ing Christmas Cards this year but wish to reassure 
each and all of you that you are in our 
thoughts and prayers and hope that 
2014 will deliver your 
hearts desires.

The fi rst item under the open agenda was the 
Application to the Governor in Council to 
grant development permission under the Air-
port Development Ordinance 2006 for the re-
vised Wharf, sea rescue facility and fuel pipe-
line at Rupert’s Bay.
Representatives from Air Access, Halcrow 
and Basil Read were present for this agenda 
item.  A presentation was given on the pro-
posed changes and there was a discussion on 
various details regarding the design and con-
struction of the proposed Wharf.  There has 
been extensive public consultation on this pro-
posal, which includes a jetty, a slipway from 
the Shears, a sewage outlet pipe, fuel pipe, sea 
rescue boat facility and access road to the jetty.
The new Wharf jetty will be constructed from 
the South West point of the bay projecting in a 
North Easterly direction.  This is signifi cantly 
different from the original design where the 
jetty would have projected into the bay from 
the beach area.  The Land Development Con-
trol Authority had made several recommenda-
tions for the Governor in Council to consider, 
covering actions to be taken both during con-
struction and prior to the Wharf coming into 
operation.
Executive Council agreed to grant develop-
ment permission subject to the conditions with 
minor amendments recommended by the Land 
Development Control Authority.
The second item on the open agenda was the 
Rationalisation of the SHG Forest Estate.  This 

was a recommendation from ANRD which 
had been endorsed by the ENRD Committee, 
to release unproductive forestry land to crown 
estates.  As some of this land could be made 
available for commercial and residential use, 
Executive Council was unanimous in endors-
ing this proposal and praised ANRD for being 
proactive in releasing land that they no longer 
require, which will be of benefi t to the com-
munity.
The next item was the St Helena National 
Agricultural Policy 2014-2020.  This is a 
comprehensive document setting out the 
overarching policy direction for agricultural 
planning.  It is designed to increase produc-
tion and the quality of produce, up-skill farm-
ers, and determine infrastructure require-
ments and partnerships between SHG, ESH 
and the private sector.  Executive Council was 
pleased to endorse this plan, as agriculture is 
one of the main economic drivers for sustain-
able development.
There was then a discussion on the release 
of Government buildings for sale, including 
the ex PWD store.  Paul McGinnety and John 
Clement outlined the process by which these 
buildings were placed on the market.  As the 
ex PWD store is considered to be a signifi cant 
development under the terms of the Land Dis-
posal Policy, it will need to go through the Es-
tates Strategy Panel prior to any recommenda-
tion to Governor in Council for a fi nal decision 
on sale.  The building will not necessarily be 

sold to the highest bidder – all factors, includ-
ing proposed usage, will be taken into account 
prior to any decision to sell.
The Social Policy Plan was then introduced 
for endorsement by Executive Council. This 
plan had been written after a period of exten-
sive consultation and over 300 members of the 
public had been involved.  Paul McGinnety, 
the interim Director of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources, was commended for a clear 
and easy to read document which provides 
comprehensive guidance on the way forward.  
Executive Council was pleased to endorse this 
plan.
An information paper was then presented on 
the revised fuel prices, which shows a reduc-
tion in prices for both diesel and petrol.
During the closed session, a request for ap-
proval for funding of a Special Warrant was 
approved.
Under AOB, the situation regarding trees in 
the Duke of Edinburgh Playground was raised. 
Last week a branch fell, landing in Market 
Street, with no one injured and no damage 
caused to vehicles.  However the risk to the 
public remains and it was requested that urgent 
action be taken. 
The Governor reported that he will be leaving 
the Island on Monday 23 December 2013, re-
turning on Friday 17 January 2014.  As part of 
his overseas tour he will be carrying out offi -
cial duties in the UK and on Ascension Island.
As this is the last ExCo meeting of 2013, on 
behalf of Executive and Legislative Council I 
wish you all a Merry Christmas and a safe and 
prosperous New Year.

SHG
17 December 2013 

EXCO REPORT: Tuesday 17 December 2013
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The Sainsbury Report on the Review of So-
cial Security Benefi ts, recommend that bene-
fi ts are linked to a Minimum Income Standard 
(MIS). Subsequently, MIS was introduced on 
1 December, and along with it came increases 
in the Basic Island Pension (BIP) and Income 
Related Benefi ts (IRB) rates. 
The Chairman of the Social & Community 
Development Committee, Councillor Leslie 
Baldwin, was aware that some people, those 
on transitional protection, didn’t receive an in-
crease, and came into SAMS Radio 1, along 
with the Social Policy Planner, Paul McGin-
nety, to clarify over the air any queries and 
concerns that people might have. 
Mr Baldwin explained that the basic principle 
was that the MIS was set by a shopping bas-
ket to a minimum standard of living, but with 
no recreational activities at all. He thought a 
lot of European countries have been trying to 
introduce the benefi ts system linked with a 
MIS, and fi nding it quite diffi cult. “But quite 
honestly, when we (councillors) looked at the 
idea, and the guarantee in the future that future 
reviews of the MIS would mean a review of 
BIP and IRB limits, it just seemed a very sen-

Minimum Income Standard introduced but not all recipients qualify
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS sible thing to do.”

Mr McGinnety said, “We worked with 18 
members of the public with different circum-
stances, to look at what’s required to live a 
socially acceptable life.” He continued, “This 
is a MIS, not a luxury basket of goods, and 
it needs to be reviewed on an annual basis.” 
The working group, included, elderly citizens, 
young people, single people, working fami-
lies, and benefi ts recipients.  “I think that real-
ly made a St Helenian basket. We didn’t try to 
impose a UK, European, or USA model on it.” 
The reason why some people didn’t receive 
the increase on 1 December was explained. 
This basically was because when the benefi ts 
system changed (1 April 2011) some people 
were already in receipt of more benefi t than 
was on offer. Instead of asking them to return 
any part of the overpayment, they were pro-
tected by that amount. “Unfortunately,” said 
Mr Baldwin, “they are perhaps in that position 
where people are getting more on transitional 
protection than they would actually today. So 
they didn’t get an increase.” 
The system was designed so that people would 
come off IRB at age 65 and move automati-
cally to BIP. Numbers on IRB are reducing 
signifi cantly. Mr McGinnety said that benefi ts 
is such a complex area. “Whatever you do in 

terms of policy decision, you will never keep 
everybody happy.” He continued, “Nobody 
wants to set up a system that is going to be 
detrimental on anybody. When people make 
rash decisions, invariably it doesn’t work.” 
 The estimate for BIP and IRB for 2013/14 was 
£1,932,000. I pointed out that the Assistant Fi-
nancial Secretary had said that the increase, for 
BIP and IRB from 1 December to 31 March 
2014, would cost between £40 - 50,000 and for 
a whole year, an extra £140,000.  
 Mr Baldwin explained that there are a lot of 
recommendations to work on, particularly 
with people with household status. The whole 
scenario doesn’t seem to work very well and 
some form of amendment is needed. He could 
understand why it was brought in; because 
of potential abuses of the social system, but 
councillors believe there are better ways of 
managing  that terminology (household sta-
tus). “It is seriously being looked into but the 
fi nancial bottom line of that is quite diffi cult 
to introduce immediately,” Mr Baldwin said. 
“It might be easier to recognise who is most 
affected and try and fi nd a solution for those 
people directly.” 
The Sainsbury Report has been published on 
the SHG website and can be found in the Pub-
lic Library and Customer Services Centre.  

UNIQUE  
BOUTIQUE 

Unit 8, ESH Business Park, Lower HTH.  Tel: 23935 

Selling G-Unique jewellery hand-made on  St Helena Island 
Extended OPENING HOURS:  

Thursday19th Dec—9:00am-1:00pm  & 3:00pm-6:30pm 
Friday 20th Dec - Boutique closed - STALL IN THE MARKET 8:00AM—2:00pm 

Saturday 21st Dec- 9:00am-3:00pm 
Monday 23rd Dec—9:00am-1:00pm  & 3:00pm-6:30pm 

Tues 24th Dec 9:00-1:00pm. 

Available to buy: jewellery sets, sterling silver jewellery,  
locally fused-glass jewellery, wine bottle stoppers, 

chocolate+ jewellery gifts sets & much more! 
 

New stock also added to the UNIQUELY INTERNA-
TIONAL range including men's jewellery & ladies clutch bags. 
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Two people attended a meeting held by the 
Environmental Management Division at the 
AVES centre in Jamestown on Tuesday 10 De-
cember from 6-8pm.  The meeting was held 
to allow the St Helena community to express 
their thoughts, opinions and have a say in the 
future management of Sandy Bay National 
Park and Man and Horse, Wirebird Areas 
NCAs (National Conservation Area).

“We only had two people show up to the meet-
ing,” said Terrestrial Conservation Advisor 
and Trainer, David Higgins. “However, we re-
ceived a lot of useful information from them.  
They were people who own property within 
the boundaries of the Sandy Bay NCA.”

As well as the public meeting, meetings have 
been held with Tourism Advisors, Merrill 
Joshua, Matthew Joshua, and Jane Roberts.  At 
the meetings the group discussed access to and 
tourism activities within the Sandy Bay NCA. 

Meetings with bodies interested in conserva-
tion within NCA’s, like the National Trust, are 
also planned.  Following these meetings, Da-
vid will write up draft policies which will go 

to committee before being put out for a four 
week period of public consultation.  If given 
approval the policies will then form a part of 

the overall environmental legislation, which 
will help govern St Helena’s environment in 
the future.

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT DIVISION MEETING

SHAPE’s  Christmas singers bring 
home £724.89  

At SHAPE we  help develop valuable work skills with 
people with disabilities. But we do so much more, 
we develop communication skills, confidence and 
we aim to help people believe in themselves. 
We came out on 12th December with the aim of 
raising £200 towards our Christmas party and to 
show of some of these skills. We certainly achieved 
all of this. The public  trumped up £224.89. 
Thank you  to everyone who gave such   
generous donations. 
 
Sure SA made a super generous donation of 
£500.  Sure SA is a long term supporter of SHAPE 
having sponsored a Gold Broadband package allow-
ing us the opportunity to develop ICT skills. Two 
Trainees achieved Functional skills ICT Entry Level 2 
certificates this week. 
Our sincere thanks to Mr Hensil Obey and his 
staff for such sincere Christmas spirit. The monies 
will go towards  helping with our expenses through 
out the year. Of which we need to raise £20,000 in 
fundraising and donations. 
 

Mr and Mrs Nigel Dollery’s  
£500 donation to SHAPE 

Mr and Mrs Nigel Dollery have
sponsored SHAPE’s Christmas
party for the past two years.
This year, Mr Dollery has given
SHAPE a monthly standing order
from his councillor salary. We
really did not expect another
£500 donation towards our
party.
This week Edith and Nigel de
posited £500 in our account and
has asked that again we use the
money for our party.
We thank them both sincerely,
from all of us at SHAPE. We will
indeed enjoy a lovely party and
will now use the monies we
raised with our singing with
other expenses throughout the
year.
Edith and Nigel, may you both
enjoy a blessed Christmas. XXX

Hidden eggs in a Wirebirds nest
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In October 2013 Mrs Penny Nardelli CA, 
Executive Director of the Carraresi Foundaion 
awarded SHAPE £60,100 over a period of 
three years.
The money is being used to help SHAPE reach 
out to people in the community with complex 
needs. In its fi ve years of operations SHAPE’s 
admission protocols has accepted only people 
who can manage most of their care needs. We 
asked that people could in the main, manage 
their own personal care. This has, in many 
ways excluded a number of people who could 
benefi t from SHAPE.
In 2011 SHAPE negotiated with Health and 
Social Welfare Directorate to fund a Care-
worker to enable people with higher de-
pendency needs the opportunity to come to 
SHAPE.  Health and Social Welfare were un-
able to permit this request due to cuts in their 
budget.
As always happens at SHAPE, guardian an-
gels appeared in the form of Karen and Keith 
Brinsden. Karen and Keith work for Mrs 
Nardelli and in speaking mentioned SHAPE. 
There followed discussion with Mrs Nardelli 
and SHAPE and the foundation agreed to do-
nate £60,100.
This money is being used to fund a Carework-
er, purchase a special wheelchair adapted car 
and to purchase aids and equipment and to 
help improve accessibility at the centre.
The project plans to provide a wider service 
to people with disability. Mrs Karen Algate 
has been appointed Careworker and she is 
busy meeting families to discuss future plans 
and opportunities. She is excited about her 
role which she says ‘opens doors for so many 
people who are mostly at home, inactive and 
being cared for by family members’.  Manager 
Martin Joshua is excited about this new ser-
vice. ‘We have wanted this for a long time,’ he 
says, ‘we recognised that there were many in 
the community unable to attend SHAPE. Now 
with this funding this is all possible.’
SHAPE wish to extend sincere thanks to Keith 
and Karen Brinsden for bringing SHAPE to 
the attention of Mrs Nardelli  and to the Car-
reresi Foundtion for their wonderful gener-
osity which will enrich the lives of so many 
people.

SHAPE’s £60,100 Carraresi winning award

Annagail

Annagail Isaac and Linda George

Ashley George and Lucinda Richards

Schmichael Benjamin and Lucinda
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WEEKLY 
WEATHER 
UPDATE
Farmers and gardeners ‘mussee was’ hap-
py as the showers this week kept the mois-
ture in the ground. Clouds on Friday painted 
a dramatic back drop to the island as they 
fl owed over the hills and clung to the valleys. 

Here are the weather data reading from  the 
Met Station at Bottom Woods

Max Temp           22.8 C  
Min Temp           14.7 C  
Mean Temp         17.8 C
Total Rainfall      10.0 mm 
Mean W/Spd       7.3 kts 
Total Sunshine    42.0 hrs

www.sams.sh

VACANCY
St Helena Government has a vacancy for a 
Head of Procurement within Procurement 
Services. Reporting to the Financial Secre-
tary the post holder will initially work along-
side the Corporate Procurement Executive to 
establish and lead a new Procurement func-
tion within Government

Salary for the post is at Grade F, and will 
be between £12,241 and £15,241 per annum; 

this will be dependent on skills and qualifi cations. 

Closing date for applications is 23 December 2013.

For further information please look on the SHG website or view 
the notice board in the foyer of Corporate Human Resources, The 
Castle, Jamestown. 
 
Application forms/information packs are available from Corporate 
Human Resources and Finance. 

B A George Assoc CIPD
Director of Human Resources
Corporate Services                                              10 December 2013

VACANCY
SHG requires a Head of Care to work within the 
Older Persons Services of the Health & Social 
Welfare Directorate.  The Head of Care will be 
responsible for the provision of high quality 
health and social care service to residents and 
day care clients of the Community Care Centre.  
They will be committed to making the CCC a 
centre of excellence in the care of older persons 
and foster a homely atmosphere where residents, 
staff and visitors feel valued. 

The Head of Care will manage a maximum 4 Senior Carers and mini-
mum 12 Carers on shift and provide skilled clinical care and leadership.  
They will promote the concept of holistic care and ensure that residents 
and day care/respite clients are encouraged to be as independent as pos-
sible.

Salary for the post is Grade E, commencing at £10,275 per annum.

Closing date for applications is Monday 23 December 2013.

For further information please look on the SHG website or view the 
notice board in the foyer of Human Resources, at the Castle, Jamestown.  
Application forms and information packs are available from Corporate 
Human Resources and Health & Social Welfare Directorate.

B A George Assoc CIPD
Director of Human Resources                                      
Corporate Services                                                       10 December 2013

VACANCY
St Helena Government has a vacancy for a Deputy Headteacher (Pri-
mary).  The post holder will be responsible to the Head Teacher for 
assisting with the effective and effi cient management; organisation 
and administration of a primary school for pupils aged 4 to 11 years 
of age and associated nursery provision.  The successful person will 
be expected to take full responsibility for the school in the absence 
of the Head teacher.

Salary for the post is at grade E, commencing at £11544 per annum. 

Closing date for applications is 10 January 2014.

For further information please look on the SHG website or view the notice board in the foyer 
of Corporate Human Resources, The Castle, Jamestown. 
 
Application forms/information packs are available from Corporate Human Resources and Edu-
cation & Employment Directorate. 

B A George Assoc CIPD
Director of Human Resources
Corporate Services               18 December 2013 
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Football, English Premiership results:
Aston Villa 0-3 Manchester United; Norwich 
City 1-1 Swansea City; Tottenham 0-5 Liv-
erpool; Manchester City 6-3 Arsenal; Cardiff 
City 1-0 West Brom; Chelsea 2-1 Crystal Pal-
ace; Everton 4-1 Fulham; Newcastle United 
1-1 Southampton; West Ham United 0-0 Sun-
derland; Hull City 0-0 Stoke City

Football: Andre Villas-Boas has left Totten-
ham in the wake of their 5-0 home defeat to 
Liverpool.
The club said the decision was “by mutual 
consent” although after Villas-Boas said he 
would fi ght on following Sunday’s loss, the 
move will be widely seen as a sacking.
The Portuguese leaves with the White Hart 
Lane club seventh in the Premier League table, 
eight points off top spot and fi ve outside the 
top four.
Villas-Boas, who replaced Harry Redknapp as 
Spurs manager in the summer of 2012, spent 
more than £100million in the summer transfer 
window, much of which was recouped by the 
sale of Gareth Bale to Real Madrid.
Despite plenty of talent being added to the 
squad, Spurs suffered a heavy 6-0 defeat at 
Manchester City last month and on Sunday 
were beaten 5-0 at home by Liverpool, a side 
considered serious rivals to them in terms of a 
top-four spot.
Tottenham confi rmed their former midfi elder 
Sherwood will lead an interim coaching team.

Cricket: Australia beat England in third test to 
reclaim Ashes
(Reuters) - Australia beat England by 150 runs 
in the third test at the WACA on Tuesday to 
take an unassailable 3-0 lead in the fi ve-match 
series and reclaim the Ashes.

Andy Murray was duly crowned BBC Sports 
Personality of the Year in Leeds on Sunday 
night, capping an historic year which saw him 
become the fi rst British man in 76 years to win 
the Wimbledon singles title. 
The 26-year-old Scot was not able to receive 
his award in person due to pre-season training 
commitments in Florida, and instead received 
it live on air from 18-times grand slam singles 
champion Martina Navratilova.
To mark the programme’s 60th year, Sir 
Bobby Charlton presented a special Diamond 
Achievement award to Sir Alex Ferguson, who 
called time on his 26 years in charge of Man-
chester United this summer.
reports: www.sportinglife.com

On Tuesday night, 17 December 2013, 6 mem-
bers turned up at the club to shoot. 
It was a lovely night with some enjoyable enter-
tainment coming from the Mule Yard, however, 
we were still pretty fi rm and focusing was our 
key element. Pat Henry did few stray shots which 
caused him to drop points and shot 96.4 and 
96.6. Simon Henry settled in again and scored 
99.7 and 100.9. Prince Charming, Richard Wal-
lis, gave it his all and wanted to raise his stan-
dards and predicted he was going to shoot a 96, 
he started with 90.1, 93.2, 94.7 and fi nished with 
96.3. Chay Plato also wanted to improve, he shot 
87.2, 95.2, and 91.4. 

Our youth members, Madolyn Andrews showed 
us she’s on top of her game all neatly positioned 
and shot 99.6 and 100.7, she has developed so 
much and aiming to do a lot more. Brother Jordie 
also settled in and did his best shooting 98.7 and 
99.5, they both display very good card grouping. 
Jodie Scipio Constantine continued on 16 Dec 13 
with her practicing, realigning the rifl e this was a 
good session and she’s excelling and more aware 
of better shooting. 
Thursday 19th December 13 will be the last shoot 
before Christmas. On behalf of the Club mem-
bers I’ll wish everyone a Happy and Healthy 
Christmas.

Jamestown Rifl e Club

Pat Henry, Chairman JTRC

SHOOTINGNEWS

DON’T FORGET 

‘THE CHRISTMAS CHILL’ 
Kingshurst Community Centre 

Saturday December 28th 2pm to 10pm 

Bring the family and friends along  

Entrance is free 

WHAT’S ON? 
Lots of activities for all ages e.g. 

Kiddies Corner 
Kiddies Treasure Hunt 
Novelty Treasure Hunt Sprint 
A variety of side shows 
A variety of stalls 
Car Boot sales—£4 per space 
Bingo & Euchre sessions 

On sale will be: 
Teas/Coffees & Mince pies 
Soup & Hot Dogs 
BBQ chicken, sausage & burger 

      served with chilli beans & salad 
The Centre Bar will be open. 
 

Proceeds to St.Pauls Parish Funds 

The Women’s Sports Association are cur-
rently registering teams for Volleyball League 
Tournament.  Teams must consist of a mini-
mum 6 players over the age of 15 years and 
all players must be paid members

Membership Fee: 
£1 per annum, Jan – Dec 2014  
(Current membership expires Dec 13)

Registration Deadline: Fri 20th Dec 2013
Entry Fee Deadline: Fri 10th Jan 2014
Tournament starts: Sun 19th Jan 2014

Please feel free to contact Lauren on 23391 
or sthelena.wsa@gmail.com for a registration 
form.

VOLLEYBALL 
LEAGUE 
TOURNAMENT 
2014

Les and Irene Clingham 
would like to wish all their Family and Friends 
a Very Merry Christmas and A Prosperous and 

Healthy 2014.

STAN AND JILL
Would like to send Christmas greetings to Sandra,       

Arnold, Sophie and Jade Joshua of Longwood.
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My most memorable experi-
ence in 2013 would be hav-
ing the opportunity to spend 
a few hours on board the 
yacht ‘Compromise.’  I was 
a bit apprehensive at fi rst, 
but the minute I set foot on 
the catamaran my opinion of 
yachts changed and I wanted 
to live on one.
Cruising past the island, sit-
ting at the front of a yacht, 
ice cold castle lager in one 
hand with a massive, bright 
pink sail towering above me 
- now that’s the life.  Simon

SAMS RADIO 1
102.7MHz, 90.5MHz, 105.1MHz, 105.3MHz
Also Live Streaming via www.sams.sh

CONTACT THE SHOW
To reach the Radio 1 team, call 22727, or 
email: news@sams.sh. Also contact us via Facebook 

St Helena News: reduced service during Christ-
mas/New Year holidays. Updates during ‘Sunrise’

Monday to Friday

SUNRISE 7 to 10am
Live music, entertainment, discussion, interviews and 
trivia. includes: 7am: St Helena News

SATURDAY CHART BUSTERS
A compilation of top chart hits, both new and old.

2nd CHANCE SUNDAY
9.00am - Replay of best interviews of the week

THE CHART SHOW
Christmas Special:  4pm/23th - 12pm/24th - 7pm/25th

BBC WORLD SERVICE NEWS
24/7 on our 2nd radio channel. 
100.7 MHz and 88.1MHz

REWIND
Presented by Simon Benjamin & Liam Yon
Best of the year - every day at 5pm from 23 December

MUD ON THE TIRES
Country music spotlight with Darrin Henry
Best of the year - every day at 6pm from 23 December

JUICY MANGO
Best of Review: 4pm, 26 & 27 Dec, 1 & 2 Jan

Christmas Eve - 24 December
08:00 - 11:00, Richard & Simon

Christmas Day - Live phone in, 
Call and go on air, +290 - 22424
08:00 - 11:00, Darrin & Sharon

Boxing Day Rock Show - 26 December
08:00 - 11:00, Damien & Richard

Friday 27 December
08:00 - 11:00, Anne & Ferdie

HOLIDAY SUNRISE - SAMS Radio 1
Saturday 28 December 
Live 2013 Rewind Special
08:00 - 11:00, Simon & Liam

Sunday 29 December
Second Chance 2013
Relive the best radio moments 
of the last year

Monday 30 December
08:00 - 11:00, Damien & Anne

Request Show with Darrin & Sharon
Personalise your Christmas Day message this year! From 8 - 11am, call in 
on 22424 for a Christmas Day request, and if you choose your call can be 

connected to the studio to go out live on SAMS Radio 1

Tuesday 31 Dec - New Year’s Eve
08:00 - 11:00, Simon & Richard

Wed 1 January 2014
New Year’s Day
08:00 - 11:00, Anne & Liam

Thursday 2 Jan 2014
Second Chance 2013

Friday 3 January 2014
08:00 - 11:00, Sharon & Ferdie

SAMS team, left to right: Darrin, Simon, Ferdie, Liam, Richard, Sharon, Damien, Anne

Two memories stand out for me.  
The launch of SAMS Radio 1 
at the beginning of the Year, and 
my trek to peaks in the Festival of 
Walking.  On both occasions I was 
forced to do something outside of 
my comfort zone and ended up 
having an awesome time.  Doing 
things that I wouldn’t normally 
do and benefi tting from doing 
them has been just one of the great 
things about working for SAMS.     
Damien
Regarding politics, and work-
ing within the media, I am often 
asked, how do I relate to coun-
cillors and government offi cials, 
some of whom I have previously 
worked with, now that I am on 
the ‘other side’ as it were. There 
is no diffi culty because I am able 
to look at both sides of an argu-
ment. An issue is seen for what it 
is and dealt with using resolution 
and passionate conviction. I fi nd 
that you can take the man out of 
politics but you can’t take politics 
out of the man. It works for me.   
Ferdie

My fi rst Rewind Show. 
I felt I had to copy Si-
mon’s format exactly, 
plus, going back to 
1987, how was I going 
to know about the mu-
sic. Nevertheless, I did 
my research and found it 
rather exciting, and sur-
prisingly, actually knew 
quite a lot of the music. 
The most memorable 
part of it all was the re-
sponse. Strangers would 
come up to me and say 
“nice rewind show” or 
“enjoyed your show.” 
Nowadays, I have regu-
lar listeners that always 
ask me, “What year are 
you doing next?” That 
always puts a smile on 
my face.   Liam

Seven hours general election live coverage from 
PAS, fi nishing at 4am; linking real time the at-
mosphere in the hall, with listeners sitting in the 
UK summer sunshine, exchanging messages, 
crystal clear sound; Richard and Sharon steal-
ing an hours sleep on the offi ce fl oor, 7am on 
air again with a 3 hour Election Sunrise. Finally 
home at 11am, then hearing a live phone in that 
afternoon from Bermuda where Simon Henry 
had just won a gold medal. Surreal day.   Darrin

The thought of having to go ‘LIVE’ on air ab-
solutely petrifi ed me to the point where I lost 
sleep.   It was during our Sunrise Special on In-
ternational Mother Language Day that I realised 
I loved the radio.  It was a day when we cel-
ebrated our ‘Saint English’ and the phones were 
ringing off the hook with examples of ‘me gees,’ 
‘mussie is,’ and ‘my ans.’  The response was 
overwhelming when Saints realised we should 
embrace our dialect and not be embarrassed by 
it.  Radio is fun, educational and an excellent 
way to engage people. Sharon

Best 2013 Memories 
working at SAMS...
Holding on for dear 
life.... whilst attempting 
to board a Royal Navy 
ship on a thin rope lad-
der in a rough swell; all 
in the name of present-
ing to our community 
a radio tour interview 
onboard, has got to be 
my most memorable 
moment at SAMS. The 
heights and depths of 
this job has no limits. 
I have made encoun-
ters, interviewed and 
experienced things in 
these past months that I 
thought wasn’t possible 
for me.  Anne

‘Election Watch’ Programme on SAMS Radio 1. Getting to have a deeper 
knowledge of the issues that face St Helena, and questioning the Candidates 
on those topics, was an eye opener for me and by extension the island. Nev-
er before had there been an aggressive journalistic approach to the General 
Election. Admittedly this shocked the Candidates and the public. However, 
the level of debate, around who would be elected, rocketed and the candi-
dates worthiness examined like never before. It wasn’t easy ensuring that 
we knew the right questions on the multitude of topics but the debate raised 
awareness across the island. It was a win, win for St Helena.  Richard

2nd Chance 2013
Throughout the holidays, 
from Christmas Eve to 
Friday 3 January SAMS 
Radio 1 will feature some 
of the most interesting 
interviews and radio 
moments from the year 
2013, just fi nished. 
Playing throughout the 
day from 12 noon.
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leaders came out again before the lunch break 
to show what they had. The results were as 
follows, in fi rst place was Jenkins House, fol-
lowed by Dutton, Mundens, and Cavendish in 
fourth.
The fi rst track event of the day was the Open 
1500m. Competitors of various ages lined up 
to represent their house. After the fi rst lap it 
was clear to see who was taking gold and sil-
ver, with Cavendish’s Jace Williams and Jen-
kins’ Jordan Stevens out in front. The race was 
won by Jace on the home stretch. “The race 
was very challenging, it takes a lot of stami-
na,” said Jace, “but, I had the win, because I’m 
a Jamestown boy.”
Field events throughout the day included jav-

elin, discus, shot putt and long/triple jump. I 
was a spectator for the upper age boys javelin, 
which was won by Mundens’ Dean Moyce. 
Runner-up, Louis Youde, said, “Dean is a year 
younger than me, but has thrown 35m, which 
is really impressive.” Dean was happy after 
his win, “I feel good. There were a lot of good 
competitors out here, but I still managed to 
pick up the win.”
At around 11:30am, the exciting 100m sprints 
took place. Dutton House racked up a lot of 
points here, with star man, Andrew Yon, tak-
ing the win, as well as Alexia Reynolds and 
C-Jay Thomas, all of Dutton, getting gold in 
the upper age boys and girls and lower age 
boys races respectively. “It was a challenge 
this year,” said Andrew, who boasted a time of 
12.05secs, “because Jamie Bo (Thomas) has 
picked up a lot of pace in the last two years. As 
for the rest (competitors), I didn’t see them.” 
Although Andrew kept Dutton in the game, 

continued from back page

MUNDENS, PAS 
ATHLETICS CHAMPIONS

they were always just behind Mundens on the 
points table; this was due largely to the per-
formance of lower age athlete, Anelka Leo. 
Anelka put in an outstanding performance for 
Mundens, picking up several medals. He won 
the 800m and 400m races and also took gold in 
high jump and shot putt as well as receiving a 
few medals in various other events. “I had a lot 
of energy left in me after the 400m,” said An-
elka, “So I knew I would’ve had a good chance 
in the 800m and as for the high jump, that was 
easy, simple, nothing to it.”  
After the day’s events, organiser, Barbara Os-
borne, announced the winners as Mundens 
House. The prestigious athletics’ cup was pre-
sented by head teacher and fi rst PE teacher of 
PAS, Paul Starkie, and was received by senior 
student and Mundens’ athlete, Jordan Yon, 
who said “I had a very good day; the atmo-
sphere gets better every year.”

Georgia Bedwell L-R: Consuella Henry, Kaitlyn Buckley, Chloe Yon and Jade Leo

Karla WilliamsJace Williams and Jordan Stevens in the 1500m Jamie “Bo” Thomas

Christopher Herne up 
against tough competition
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CRICKET RESULTS
Saturday 14 December 2013
St Pauls B Western B Warriors

123/2
N Ellick, 34*
T Young, 3/21

121 all out
S Fowler, 42
C Lawrence, 1/32

Sunday 15 December
J/T Barracudas HTH Dolphins

138 all out
T Moyce, 43
G Phillips, 2/56

354/5
D George, 105
J Thomas, 3/32

St Matthews Lions Western Mustangs

3. A Thomas, 2. S Crowie, 1. A Langham

CRICKET FIXTURES
Sunday 22 December - 9am
HTH Dolphins vs Levelwood All Starz
Sunday 29 December - 10am
St Matthews Lions vs St Pauls

continued from back page
WARRIORS, Four in a Row

Ellick, who timed his jump to perfection, 
snagging the important wicket of Bennett.
St Pauls then suffered a major collapse, 
Young went on to collect two further wick-
ets as St Pauls lost numbers three to seven in 
their batting line up, with fi ve batsmen losing 
their wicket for a dreaded duck.  Darren Dun-
can was the only other St Pauls batsmen who 
provided some form of resistance.  He and 
Fowler who battled through the pain pushed 
St Pauls total to a respectable one.  P Stroud 
rejoined the bowling attack; evidently, hap-
pier bowling with an older ball, the two overs 
after his return produced a maiden and a stun-
ning wicket maiden.  At the other end Gareth 
Johnson was a picture of effi ciency, bowling 
six overs and conceding just nine runs, yield-
ing four maidens in the process.
Fowler eventually perished for 42 and Dun-
can lost his wicket shortly after, having 
notched up 40 runs.  St Pauls’ innings was 
brought to an end by a sublime piece of skill.  
Phillip Stroud fi elding at mid on collected the 
ball one handed, and threw down the stumps 
at the bowlers’ end for a brutal run out, leav-
ing St Pauls all out for 121.
Warriors’ openers started their run chase 
steadily, Johnson holding things together at 
one end, whilst Young, although solid, played 
the more aggressive innings at the other.  
Young has hit a rich vein of form recently, 
producing great performances with bat and 
ball, and today was no different, he quickly 
raced on to 29 before being bowled by a slow 
looping delivery from Cliff Richards.  Mike-e 
Williams’ visit to the crease was a brief one; 
he was caught and bowled by Cheddy Law-
rence for a single run.
It was left to Nico Ellick and Johnson to carry 
Warriors over the line, a task which both ac-
cepted and completed rather effi ciently.  N El-
lick batted carefully, whilst striking a number 
of powerful cover drives.  He fi nished unbeat-
en on 34, having struck fi ve boundaries in the 
process.  Johnson, who carried his bat from 
start to fi nish, ended on 33.
The win made it four wins in four matches 
and has left Warriors joint top of the table for 
Christmas.  It remains to be seen if they can 
fi nish the second half of the season in similar 
fashion.

3. T Young, 2. G Johnson, 1. S Fowler

112 all out
M Williams, 20
M Williams, 2/52

460/3
A Thomas, 118*
A Wade, 4/35

3. D George, 2 D O’Bey, 1. C Ellick

Western B Warriors
Cheddy Lawrence Warriors MOM Tommy-Lee Young
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MUNDENS
PAS ATHLETICS 
CHAMPIONS

WARRIORS 
FOUR IN A ROW

A stunning catch from Captain, Gavin ‘Duff’ Ellick, and three wickets from 
Tommy Lee Young, sent Western B Warriors on their way to a fourth consecutive 
victory of the season against St Pauls B, in Saturday morning’s cricketing fi xture 
at Francis Plain.
The ‘Black Friday’ rains had somewhat given way to weak rays of sunshine, 
when Warriors took to the fi eld having won the toss.  Openers AJ Bennett and 
Stephen Fowler strode and hobbled to the crease respectively, Fowler obviously 
carrying a foot injury severe enough to inhibit his movement.  The pair, who 
produced knocks of 42 and 47 the week before, started confi dently.  AJ Bennett 
looked to dominate from the get go.  He struck two boundaries off the fi rst two 
overs, inducing an early bowling change, which saw Tommy Lee Young, replace 
the struggling Phillip Stroud.
Young opted for accuracy over pace, a tactic which immediately produced a 
wicket.  The normally aggressive Bennett, had been restricted to taking singles, 
and with his opening partner barely able to walk, singles was no longer an option.  
With pressure building, Bennett then miss-timed a lofted drive that was plucked 
from the air by Warriors’ captain, 

St Pauls B, 121 vs 123/2 Western B Warriors
Saturday 14 December 2013 - Match Report

Damien O’Bey, SAMS

Speed, Stamina and Style was the name of the game on 
Thursday, 12 December, as Mundens House won the 2013 
Prince Andrew School (PAS) Athletics competition. 
The day kicked off with the eagerly anticipated cheerlead-
ing performances. Impressive displays of choreography were 
shown by all four houses, with moves including back fl ips and 
robots, done by the male members of Cavendish and Dutton. 
The performances were too tight to call after one showing and 
the cheer continued inside

PAS Athletics
Thursday 12 December 2013 - Report

Liam Yon, SAMS

continued inside

Myrel Clingham competing for Mundens

Stephen Fowler


