
www.sams.sh

Vol. 4, Issue 39 - Price: £1 Thursday 17 December 2015“serving St Helena and her community worldwide”

SENTINEL
THE South Atlantic Media Services, Ltd.

A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION? 
Questions Raised as Wass Finds no Corruption or Widespread Child Abuse

The Lucy Faithful Foundation have released a statement in response 
to the Wass Report which questions some of the inquiry's fi ndings. This 
comes amid discrepancies in the report which seem to point to two dif-
ferent moralities and matters of defi nition.
The Wass Inquiry concluded that there was no evidence of either wide-
spread child abuse or any corruption on St Helena. It also found that the 
Lucy Faithful Foundation's report was “professionally compromised 
and insuffi ciently supported by evidence.” 
Lucy Faithful, while accepting that their report was “rightfully criti-
cised”, say the Wass Inquiry failed to take into account hidden instances 

of sexual abuse on the island. 
They were “surprised to hear the Wass Inquiry considered that sexual 
abuse on St Helena is 'confi ned to isolated pockets of the population and 
involved in a limited number of problem families.'
“Whilst this may refl ect cases that have been investigated and perhaps 
resulted in convictions, it is typically the case that such reported cases 
are but the tip of the iceberg. The Inquiry Panel appears not to acknowl-
edge even this possibility.”
The Wass Inquiry had identifi ed a number of problems with the Lucy 
Faithful Foundation's report, mainly highlighting the inappropriate re-
lationship between disgraced continued on page 23

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas  
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AND THE PRIZE GOES TO...
Prince Andrew School Holds Awards Ceremony

Liam Yon, SAMS

Parents, teachers, invited guests and, 
most importantly, students were all a part of 
the 2015 PAS annual awards ceremony on 
Wednesday 9 December.
The ceremony began with an opening speech 
from Headteacher Paul Starkie who wel-
comed everybody to the event. He went on 
to speak about the importance of teachers, tu-
tors, parents and guardians in helping students 
achieve their goals and do the best they can 
in their examinations. He also made mention 
of Sean Conway, who is the fi rst man to run, 
swim, and cycle the length of Britain; using 
Sean as an example to students that with the 
right attitude they can accomplish anything.

The fi rst certifi cates went to former year 11 
students who completed their GCSE exami-
nations earlier in the year. It then moved to 
the former year 12s who had completed their 
AS exams and then the former year 13s who 
have now fi nished their life at PAS and were 
awarded certifi cates following the comple-
tion of their A2 exams. These were presented 
by Acting Governor Sean Burns.
ESH Vocational Awards went to Georgia 
Bedwell and Selena Leo for food studies, 
Sean-Lee Thomas for design technology, 
Weston Clingham in building construction 
and Jamie Thomas in automotive studies. 
Christian George and Louise Thomas were 
then awarded this year’s Bishop Houghton 
Award for their work and commitment out-
side of school in the community. 
Deolandre de Jager picked up the Jean 
Beadon Award for her artistic talents while 
Teagan Peters, Mic Kail Harris, and Tra-

vis Peters were awarded the 2015 Joy George 
Awards. Scott George and David Clarke were 
named PTA Students of the year with Scott also 
joining Niza Yon as Sure South Atlantic’s top 
male and female students. 
The Eliza Mary Lloyd Trust award for outstand-
ing work in agriculture went to Alex Henry who 
received the cup and Brooklyn Fowler who got 
a certifi cate for outstanding effort. The Gover-
nor’s Award went to Alice Germany and Mic 
Kail Harris for exceptional academic work. Da-
vid Clarke then made another trip to the stage to 
pick up the Solomons Award which went to him 
and Alex Knipe.
The fi nal awards of the day were given to two 
students from the PAS Learning Support section. 
Regan Benjamin and Coban John were recog-
nised for their personal and academic progress 
over the last year.
Following the presentation of awards, Director 
of Education Shirley Wahler gave a short speech 
in which she thanked all staff and made special 
mention of Paul Starkie who will soon be fi nish-
ing his role as head teacher.
Student President Regan Backhouse then took 
to the mic and gave a few words of encourage-

ment to the students that did not receive an 
award; referring to those who did as role 
models to the entire school body. She thanked 
all the staff at PAS for their hard work over 
the year before thanking all in attendance for 
the ceremony.
After closing remarks, everyone stood for the 
singing of the PAS song played by Daniel Leo. 

Awardees and invited guests were then en-
couraged to mingle in the school foyer where 
hot drinks and fi nger food was provided.    

David Clarke recieving his PTA Student of the Year Award

Alex Henry with 
the Eliza Mary 
Lloyd Trust Cup

Student President and Vice President, 
Regan Backhouse and Jordan Stevens

Teagan Peters, Travis Peters, 
and Mic Kail Harris recieving 
the Joy George Award
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IT’S CHRISTMAS
St Pauls Primary Brings the Festive Cheer

Jamestown was brought to life when little 
Santas, elves and angels took to the streets for 
St Pauls Primary’s annual Christmas parade 
last Thursday.
The predominately red procession of children, 
teachers and parents left the General Hospital 
around 11am. The school’s energetic cheer-
leading team led the way with dance routines 
all the way down the street before stopping 
on the bridge for a performance much to the 
excitement of the crowds that had gathered at 
lower Jamestown in anticipation.
Included in the parade were tinsel-decorated 
vehicles jamming out some of the island’s 
favourite festive tunes; with even the infa-
mous minions making an appearance. After 
every vehicle there were different age groups 
of children singing, dancing and bringing the 
festive cheer through town.
The parade made their way all the way down 
to the seafront; all the while collecting dona-
tions for the school’s PTA. The next big event 
will be Pilling Primary’s festival of lights pa-
rade tonight.

Liam Yon, SAMS



SENTINEL
COMMENT
Nicole Peters, SAMS

It’s that time of year again. The tree is 
up, decorations are hung and the streets 
are fl ooding with festive spirit. Well, Main 
Street, at least. 

Yes it’s Christmas! Another excuse to party!

And with 2015 hastily drawing to an end, it 
is a great time to refl ect on this past year. In 
this short time St Helena has experienced an 
amazing amount of change. From the fi rst 
plane to land at our airport to having mobile 
phone service! 

Although some would say that St Helena is 
a few years to too late, we are catching up to 
the world! ...maybe next year...

Anyway, let’s get back to Christmas. 

There is just so much excitement in the air, 
which makes it that much harder to not enjoy 
the entertainment at the moment. Christmas 
is undoubtedly the favourite time of year for 
most, especially here on island. 
Can you believe there is only one week left?!

Yes, one week to go, until you are sat around 
the table with family and friends, or crying 
on the telephone to your loved ones across 
the seas. 

But those tears must wait! There is still more 
celebrating to do before Christmas Day! 

Pilling Primary will be holding their annual 
festival of lights tonight and we can’t forget 
about Christmas Eve, when the countdown 
really begins! 

So when the 25th does fi nally arrive it will be 
time to wind down and chill. Take a moment 
to be thankful for those around you. 

As it is the end of the year, this will be the 
last Sentinel to hit the shelves until the New 
Year. 

Our team here at SAMS and The Sentinel 
would like to wish all our listeners and read-
ers a very Merry Christmas and a happy New 
Year. Stay safe throughout the holiday and 
keep it 90.5!
P.S  Merry Christmas Mum, Dad & April  x
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South Atlantic Media Services, Ltd.,
The Media Centre, Castle Gardens, 
Jamestown, St Helena, South Atlantic 
Ocean, STHL 1ZZ. Tel: 22727
E: news@sams.sh, W: www.sams.sh

Gorgeous baby girl Harper Vivian Grace 
Essex - Leo was born to proud parents Pat 
Essex and Jeffery Leo on 14 November at 
5.40am. Weighing a healthy 8lb 8oz and mea-
suring 57cm, baby Harper is a "good baby, 
happy and contented," said mummy. "Moth-
erhood is good," she said, "it is what I have 
been missing all along." Daddy is also over 
the moon with the arrival of baby Harper. Both 
parents would like to extend sincere thanks to 
midwives Erika Bowers, Jenny Turner and 
Rosie Mittens, and  Dr Francisco here on the 
island. The parents are also grateful for the 
support given by midwife Jenny and Dr Hardy 
on Ascension Island.  A special thank you to 
niece Taylor along with all of our family and 
friends for their kind wishes, cards and gifts. 

“Our Little Miracle”
Harper Vivian Grace Essex-Leo

Anne Clarke, SAMS

APPLICATIONS FOR 
DEVELOPMENT PERMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an application has been received in respect of the fol-
lowing proposals:
  
1. Proposed removal of window and replace with double door at St John’s Villa, James-
town on land Parcel No. 140010 in the Jamestown Registration Section, adjacent to the 
property of Sylvia Thomas.
2. Proposed construction of Silt Trap Structure and vehicular access at Harpers 2 Earth 
Dam on land parcel No. 0455 in the Francis Plain Registration Section.
3. Proposed construction of Water Reservoir (Tank) at Longwood Avenue on land parcel 
Nos. 536 and 541 in the Longwood South Registration Section, adjacent to Crown land.
4. Proposed rebuilding of Store Room (existing structure to be demolished) behind the 
Paramount Cinema, Jamestown on land parcel No. 040033 in the Jamestown Registration 
Section, adjacent to the property of Colin Corker. 

Copies of the applications and plans may be inspected at the Planning and Building Sec-
tion, Essex House, Main Street, Jamestown, Monday to Friday, from 8.30 am to 4 pm. 
  
Any person who wishes to make representations on the above applications should make 
them in writing within 14 days, to the Planning Offi cer, Essex House, Main Street, James-
town or email: alfred-isaac@enrd.gov.sh

Alfred Isaac, Planning Offi cer                                                         17th December 2015 

Sending our best 
wishes for a wonderful 

Christmas and 
Happy New Year

to all our family and 
friends on St Helena 

from Janet (nee Timm) 
and John Suffield 

in England
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No Christmas cards!! 
This year 

Nigel and Edith Dollery 
will not be sending 

Christmas cards 
but instead will be making a 
donation to a local charity.

Keith and Cathy Hopkins 
will not be sending 

Christmas cards this year, 
they are making a donation to 

a local charity. 
They wish everyone a Happy 

& Blessed Christmas.

Thank You
Patricia Benjamin would like to thank the doctors, nurses and staff of the General Hospital 

for their care and attention given to her daughter Tayler 
during her recent admission to the hospital.

Thanks is also extended to family and friends for their visits, telephone calls, support and 
care during this time. It is also greatly appreciated and extremely comforting to know that 

you continue to support us

 Poker 
An occasional questioning prod at the political firegrate By Stuart Moors 

 Wass – a mixed bag 
Depending on whom you ask, the Wass In-
quiry report is good, good in parts, mostly poor 
or a whitewash. I personally think it is mostly 
good. Here’s why:
Many reports of this sort feature an introduc-
tion to St.Helena that takes up half of the space 
of the report, as if the readership had never 
heard of the place before, which is odd con-
sidering that the most important readership 
would be the commissioners themselves. Usu-
ally this is nothing more than a transparent at-
tempt to justify their absurdly high fees. This 
one doesn’t bloat the report with unnecessary 
establishing text, as, with exception of a single 
page of brief overview in an Appendix, it fo-
cuses on general aspects of St.Helena that are 
relevant to the inquiry.
It is written with an averagely intelligent per-
son in mind, refraining from using legalese or 
otherwise highfaluting language. It is written 
in the active voice (i.e. “I did this” or “We did 
that”) rather than the very impersonal passive 
voice  (“This was done”). Applause is awarded 
for that (sic).
It is very well laid out, so that you have no 
diffi culty fi nding information that your are 
seeking, although I would have liked to have 
seen more cross-referencing , pointing to other 
related areas in the document. A minor com-
plaint, however.
But this is all about form rather than function. 

These comments address the document rather 
than its content. Is the content also “mostly 
good”? I believe so.
It is true that there are some damning revela-
tions about the behaviour of the Governor, the 
Police and the Social Services, and probably 
Corporate Services too. If this behaviour were 
endemic, we would probably have a real prob-
lem to worry over, but if we take the view that 
it is more or less an isolated case, then we 
might well recognise that no Government does 
everything right all of the time. The problem 
in this case is that the subject matter revolves 
around people, including vulnerable people 
(the young, the disabled and the intellectually 
challenged), and this raises more hackles than 
usual. The state of Barnview was also excruci-
atingly embarrassing.
But the conclusion that, while sexual abuse is 
not wholly absent from our community, the lu-
rid press headlines are completely unfounded 
can only be regarded as welcome. These are 
the headlines that gave the unsuspecting world 
the impression that St.Helena was a paradise 
for groomers and other sex monsters, and is 
a sex tourism destination eagerly awaiting the 
arrival of the fi rst plane to ramp up the nefari-
ous market. So, with a collective sigh of relief, 
we might start getting on with our traditional 
tourism business, although who knows what 
damage to our future prospects may have been 
done.
Rather than fi nd easy targets to blame, though, 
like Claire Gannon and Martin Warsama (who 

might fi nd job seeking rather more diffi cult 
now), or the Governor, or DfID or FCO, you 
do have to lay a signifi cant measure of blame 
on the Lucy Faithfull Foundation. If a respect-
ed safeguarding charity levels allegations at 
a whole community (even in what was sup-
posed to be a confi dential report) on the basis 
of the testimony of two individuals who, as 
it transpired, were unfi t for their posts, had a 
corrosive relationship with colleagues, had a 
dreadful work ethic, and fi nally were prepared 
to say and do anything to further their own 
agendas, without it going into those allega-
tions with as much thoroughness as Wass has 
done, then its credibility has to be challenged. 
It can certainly have done its reputation no 
good at all.
Lastly, the title of this piece also refers to the 
Press Conference. I found it welcome indeed 
that a Press Conference was called at all, 
rather than a simple press statement from the 
PRIO which would have avoided the awkward 
questions that the press always raise. But I was 
more than disappointed by the refusal by the 
panel to allow the Press Conference to be tele-
vised. What are they afraid of? That somebody 
might actually recognise them in the street? 
Come on – we know who you are, we even 
know where you live! We even recognise your 
voices on the radio. I can fi nd no justifi cation 
for such a refusal that makes any sense, and it 
has put the claims of the St.Helena Govern-
ment’s commitment to openness and transpar-
ency yet further in doubt.

Happy Christmas Happy Christmas 
to all our friends on St Helena, and a 

very Happy New Year. 
We think of you a lot, and hope that we 

will meet again.

Love from Nicola and Andrew McHugh
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There will be a Christmas social evening 
at the 

HTH Community Centre 
for the people of HTH 

on Friday the 18th December starting 8pm.  

Be there as the 
community centre 

shows its 
appreciation for the 

people of HTH.

Supervisor, Transmission & Provisioning 
 

Sure S A Ltd in the Falkland Islands are looking for a technician 
with a strong electrical background to join our Transmission and 
Provisioning Team. 
 

You will be responsible for the supervision of a small dynamic 
team ensuring the requirements of the Company are met.   
 

You will play a key role providing the highest levels of customer 
service  and will be expected to plan and prioritise the depart-
ments workload to meet customer needs, ensuring each job is 
completed safely and to full satisfaction.  
 

In  return  we offer  an excellent  benefits package which includes 
a  competitive  salary, pension scheme, incentive scheme and 
generous annual leave entitlement. 
 

For more information contact Allan Steen, Networks Manager on 
+500 20867 or email allan.steen@sure.co.fk.  
 

For a copy of the Job Description and an application form contact 
Kate Burston on +500 20807 or email kate.burston@sure.co.fk 
 

Applications should be sent by email or post to Kate Burston , HR 
& Admin Manager, Sure, Ross Road, Stanley or 
kate.burston@sure.co.fk 
 

Closing date for applications is the 18th December 
2015  

Job Opportunity 

Opening hours over the Christmas period 

The Economic Development Group | Head Office | ESH Business Park | Ladder Hill        
        Tel: +290 22920 | Fax: +290 22166 | Email: info@esh.co.sh 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a  

Very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous 2016,  
we extend thanks to all who supported our ac vi es throughout the year and 

gave valuable feed back. We look forward to the new and exci ng year ahead and 
being of service to you. 

Date Tourist Office Tel: 22158 ESH Office Tel: 22920 

18th December 8.30am - 3pm Closed 

24th December 9am – 12pm 

25th,26th, 27th & 28th December Closed 

29th,30thDecember 9am – 3pm 

31st December 9am – 12pm 

1st ,2nd & 3rd January 2016 Closed 

4th January 2016 Reopen as normal 

The “Career’s Centre” will also be closed on Thursday the 24th and Thursday the 31st December 2015. 
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A KAWASAKI ZZR600cc BIKE 

Price: £2,000 ono 

Contact: Paul Fuller on Ascension 

Tel no: 00247 64566 

WHILE SHEPHERDS WATCHED 
A Christmas musical. 

 
 

Performed by the Palm Villa Singers and Friends 

followed by a short selection of Christmas music and 
Carol Singing for everyone. 

Tuesday 22nd

Sunday 3

 Dec at 6.30pm in        
St James’ Church & 

rd Jan 2016 at 5.30pm in      
St Paul’s Cathedral 

Let the People Sing 
“You Must Never Let 
Brass Music Die Out”

On a warm Sunday evening 13 December 
in the Mule Yard, Jamestown over 200 people 
heartily sang well known Christmas carols and 
songs to music provided by a 21-strong com-
bination of Gettogethers Orchestra and Salva-
tion Army Band. Elaine Benjamin compered 
the programme of music. 
Soloists were Wendy Benjamin, If Every Day 
Was like Christmas, Elaine Benjamin, The 
Magic of Christmas Day, Colin Peters, Be-

cause its Christmas Time and Mark Simon, 
Silent Night and White Christmas. Geof-
frey Benjamin conducted the music keenly 
observed by substantive bandmaster Eric 
Benjamin, who himself conducted two band 
numbers. Later in his closing remarks Mr Ben-
jamin commented that new people are needed 
to learn brass instruments, “You must never let 
brass music die out” he said.
This was the 42nd Let the People Sing pro-
gramme held at different locations in 41 years. 

It all started in 1974 when Eric Benjamin and 
Arthur Bizarre who are the only ones left from 
the original get together decided that the musi-
cal talent on the island needed harnessing and 
to raise funds towards new instruments so that 
others could join going forward. The collec-
tion on Sunday night in aid of the Gettogeth-
ers Orchestra funds amounted to £177.80. Mr 
Johnny Dillon received a round of applause for 
providing the venue free of charge. The much 
enjoyed evening ended at just after 10pm.        

Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS
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The primary objec ves of the post are as follows: 

To carry out customer telephone & television installa ons and faults.  

To carry out installa on and maintenance of customer premises equipment, including payphones as 
and when required 

To assist with the maintenance and upgrades of the access network as and when required 

To assist with the maintenance of all antennas, masts, generators and buildings as and when required. 

Customer Provisioning Linesman 
Sure has a vacancy for a Customer Provisioning Linesman to join the Networks Provisioning Team. 

Further informa on regarding the responsibili es of the post may be discussed with Anthony Benne , 
Senior Technician Provisioning on Tel no: +290 22551.   An applica on form and copy of the Job           
Descrip on may be obtained from Shara Robinson, Human Resources and Administra on Manager at 
Bishops Rooms on Tel no: +290 22800 or email: HR-Admin.Manager@sure.co.sh     

 

Applica ons should be submi ed to Shara Robinson, Human Resources and Administra on Manager, Sure 
South Atlan c Limited, Bishops Rooms, Jamestown by 4pm on Tuesday 22nd December 2015. 

 
  

Some of the benefits include annual leave and sick leave en tlements, provisions for maternity or       
paternity leave, en tlement to join the Sure Interna onal Re rement Benefit Plan, and an Incen ve    
Bonus Scheme. 

 

ESSENTIAL:       

A Valid Class ‘A’ and ‘C’ Driving Licence   

Health and Safety at work    

Ability to Work at Heights     

Ability to communicate at all levels   

Must be customer focused 

Candidate must be flexible, dynamic and proac ve  

DESIRABLE: 

Experience in the telecommunica on industry  
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Russian city wants kitty mayor

Fed up with corruption and nepotism 
among local offi cials, residents of a far-
fl ung Siberian city are yearning for a dif-
ferent kind of political representation.
Barsik the cat has been propelled to star-
dom after fi nishing far ahead of his human 
rivals for the post of mayor of Barnaul in 
an unoffi cial poll run by a popular regional 
social media page.
Political apathy and resentment over cor-
ruption scandals at city hall helped the 
18-month-old Scottish Fold claw nearly 
91% of more than 5,400 votes cast by 
Tuesday.
The poll, launched earlier this month by 
the Altai Online page on Russian social 
network Vk, has become the talk of the 
town in the city of 700,000 people located 
some 2,250 miles (3,600km) east of Mos-
cow.
“People don’t know who to trust 
any more,” local pensioner Yevgeny 
Kuznetsov said, explaining Barsik’s popu-
larity. “They have come to the conclusion 
that they can’t trust the authorities.”
Barnaul, a city close to the picturesque Al-
tai mountains, has been rocked by a series 
of high-profi le corruption cases.
A commission made up of the city council 
and regional governor Alexander Karlin 
will convene next week to appoint a new 
city administrator after the incumbent, 
Igor Savintsev, resigned in August follow-
ing abuse of power allegations.
Savintsev, who ran the city from 2010 
until his resignation, is accused of selling 
off municipally owned land to organisa-
tions affi liated with family members, cost-
ing the city more than 11 million rubles 
($157,000, 144,000 euros).

His son Maxim is meanwhile awaiting 
trial on fraud and embezzlement charges 
after having fl ed to Thailand, according to 
local media reports.
“Residents doubt their competence and 
professionalism. And they have a right to 
do so,” said one of the poll’s administra-
tors, who goes by the pseudonym “Altai 
Farmer” as he fears his surveys could have 
repercussions on his offl ine life.
“Altai Farmer” has launched a crowd-
funding initiative to raise a billboard in the 
city centre depicting the feline candidate 
with the slogan “Only mice don’t vote for 
Barsik!”
He said the initiative had so far collected 
1,400 rubles (£13.20, US$20).
Full story from the Guardian

WorldWorld
NEWSNEWS Missed in the Mist

Disappointment as Plane Not Visible to Onlookers

Disappointed faces turned homewards on 
Sunday after many people missed the landing 
of the second calibration fl ight. 
The Sentinel had set up to capture the moment. 
However, unbeknownst to most onlookers, the 
plane this time approached from the other end 

August Graham, SAMS of the runway, landing far away from most of 
the people who had shown up to watch. 
When walking back after a disappointing 
spectacle, we even got stopped by others who 
had not realised the plane had already landed. 
The second calibration fl ight was needed after 
the fi rst showed that some of the navigational 
equipment was in the wrong place. The plane 
is expected to stay on the island for a week 
before heading back to South Africa. 

For Sale 
is the following pressure treated timber from the UK Grade C24 and C16

 6" x 2" x 5.4m (18 feet) @ £24.00 per length
4" x 2" x 5.4m (18 feet) @ £17.50 per length
3" x 2" x 4.8m (16 feet) @ £11.50 per length
2" x 2" x 4.8m (16 feet) @ £7.50 per length

 
Interested persons can contact Dax Richards on 23702 after 5pm 

or on email address daxrichards@hotmail.co.uk 

Or alternatively you can contact Hensel Peters on 22701
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AIRPORT 
EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY 
Halcrow is looking to recruit a secretary to join its 
Project Management Unit (PMU) team from  1st 
January 2016. 

Candidates must have the following expertise: 

– be computer literate 
– taking of minutes of meetings 
– filing of correspondence and documents 

Driving licence and own transport are essential. 

Working hours are 8 hours per day, Monday to 
Friday. 

Total salary package is in the order of £9,500 per 
year depending on experience and qualifications. 

Please contact the PMU on 24391 or email your 
CV to miles.leask@ch2m.com. 

THE ANCHOR SHOP NOTICE

The anchor is also trading at the building formally known as 
“Little Gems” nr the Baptist Manse in Jamestown.

 Opening hours are as follows:

Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays – 10 am – 2 pm
Saturday evenings - 7 pm – 9 pm.

Please note that the anchor shop opening hours at 
Kunjie Field remains the same:

Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays & Saturdays from 4 pm – 6 pm.
Happy Shopping!!!

Talk to us  
to you. 

We’re always here – round the  
clock, every single day of the year. 

A safe place – whatever you say 
stays between us. 

Be yourself – whoever you are, 
however you feel, whatever life’s 
done to you. 

200 00
This number is FREE to call

Supported by

A registered charity
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                                                                                                    ASCENSION ISLAND GOVERNMENT

 

 

 

 
 

VACANCY FOR A SITE MANAGER  
A unique and exciting opportunity has arisen for a Site Manager for the newly created ‘Ascension Hydroponic 
Services’.  AIG seeks an individual that is passionate about growing fresh fruit and vegetables and relishes the 
opportunity to become involved in the successful set up of a hydroponics site that will significantly improve the supply 
of fresh produce on the Island.   

The candidate will be given full training in the method of hydroponics growing and will be involved in every aspect of 
the site’s setup.  This is not a job that falls within regular working hours, candidates should be prepared to tend to 
crops every day and manage their own time relative to the needs of the crops.  As a result, candidates that can 
demonstrate enthusiasm and flexibility will be preferred. This position is comparable to a Team Leader level within the 
Operations directorate and with a certain degree for independent working; the ideal candidate will also demonstrate 
integrity and be trusted to work independently.  
 
The work includes: 

Assisting in the construction and set up of a hydroponics site;  
Learning on the job about effective hydroponics management;  
Monitoring and caring for crops, tending to them on a daily basis; 
Managing crop rotations independently, being able to spot and address potential threats to production; 
Communicating with customers and distributors, ensuring a consistent supply and delivering on time; 
Running the hydroponics business, monitoring sales, adjusting planting to meet demand, managing 
budgets and pricing strategy, reporting on the financial success of the project; 
Having computer and report writing skills and being able to communicate via email; 
Working with the school and interested members of the community. 

 
We are particularly interested in hearing from candidates with experience in gardening and running a business.  
  
We can offer you: 

A friendly, supportive work place; 
The opportunity to work on an exciting new project that will introduce a regular supply of fresh fruit and 
vegetables to the community; 
Personalised training and development in hydroponics production and management. 

 
Salary will depend upon experience and ability.  The post is offered as an Accompanied Status Contract and 
includes: rent free housing, utility allowances, food allowance, a mid-tour flight, free medical and dental care 
and access to a vehicle for work purposes.  Before applying for the post please feel free to contact the Head of 
Policy Development, Amy Soar on 67000 ext. 116 for an informal chat about the post so that you have a good 
understanding of the role and what will be expected of you, or email amy.soar@ascension.gov.ac. 
 
Application forms and a job description are available from AIG’s Human Resources in Georgetown by 
telephoning (247) 67000 extension 132 or by e-mailing: patsy.moyce@ascension.gov.ac. Completed forms 
should be returned to the aforementioned email address or by fax to (247) 66816 by no later than midday on 
Monday 11th January 2016. 

              
Administration Building                        
Georgetown                        A H Nicholls             
Ascension Island                    Director of Human Resources
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CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS 
PLEASE ORDER REPEAT PRESCRIPTIONS BEFORE THE 
CHRISTMAS PERIOD. Reduced staffing will be available at 
the following times to deal with outpatient clinics and other 
queries. The dispensary bus will not operate during this 
period. 

THURSDAY 24TH DEC 10AM TO 1PM 

CHRISTMAS DAY AND BOXING DAY- CLOSED 

MONDAY 28TH BANK HOLIDAY - CLOSED 

TUESDAY 29TH DEC- 10AM TO 4PM*  

WEDNESDAY 30TH DEC- 10AM TO 1PM  

THURSDAY 31ST DEC 10AM TO 1PM 

FRIDAY 1ST & SATURDAY 2ND JAN - CLOSED 

MONDAY 4TH JAN - RETURN TO NORMAL HOURS 

*Will close earlier if clinic has finished 

Season’s Greetings from all in the Pharmacy. 

Do you have time to make a difference to             
children and young people on St Helena? 
Do you have a spare bedroom? 
Do you have the motivation to complete                
training and create a safe home environment 
for a child or young person? 

The Safeguarding Directorate is looking to explore this 
care as an option for children on St Helena, and to           
recruit potential local carers.   
We are looking for people able to make a positive          
impact and contribution to the life of a child, enabling 
them to develop and meet their potential in life.   
As a starting point, we are looking for people who 
would like to know more about Foster Care. To find out 
more or to express an interest - please contact                 
Samantha Dunn on 22713 or                                             
socialworker1@helanta.co.sh  

WANTED  

FOSTER CARE PARENTS  

The recent visit of cruise ship MS Marina to 
the island once again highlighted the need for 
a suitable viewing area at Button Up Corner in 
Alarm Forest.
The fi rst request of many visitors who embark 
on island tours is to stop at Button Up Corner.  
The area is a great vantage point for tourists 
wanting to photograph the Heart Shaped Wa-
terfall, look down at Jamestown and see the 
capital with their visiting ship in the back-
ground.

Such requests often cause chaos for motorists 
driving in the area, and the uneven nature of 
the surface at Button Up Corner poses a seri-
ous safety threat to those who venture closer 
to the edge in search of an improved vantage 
point. 
“They’re too busy concentrating on not slid-
ing down the hill and ending up in the Briars 
instead of taking in the views,” ESH’s Merrill 
Joshua told the Sentinel. “We want to make the 
area safe,” he continued.  “We could just put 

rails up, but the idea is to enhance the area.”
ESH plans to construct a viewing platform to 
turn the area into “a proper bay that allows 
visitors and residents to just step out and take 
in the fi rst class views.” Plans have been sub-
mitted and subject to approval from planning 
authorities - Button Up Corner should soon 
undergo major transformation.  As well as the 
viewing platform there are plans to put up in-
terpretation boards, a telescope and a perma-
nent public bus stop. 

Enhanced Vision
ESH Plans to Make Button Up Corner Safe

Damien O’Bey, SAMS
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Season Essentials Season Essentials 
A Dish That Makes Christmas

Along with all the other festive treats the 
foodies among us will no doubt be look-
ing forward to Christmas dinner.  There is 

Damien O’Bey, SAMS “If you’re worried about cooking the per-
fect Christmas turkey because you’re afraid 
you’ll get it wrong, don’t be,” the naked chef 
tells everyone. “This recipe is nice and sim-
ple and will help you achieve brilliant results 
for your Christmas meal.”

• 5 kg turkey
• Olive oil 
• Sea salt 

• Freshly ground black pepper 
• 1 clementine, halved 

• A few sprigs fresh rosemary 
• 2 onions, peeled and roughly chopped 

• 2 sticks celery, roughly chopped 
• 2 carrots, roughly chopped 

• Olive oil 
• 2 onions, peeled and fi nely chopped 

• Sea salt 
• Freshly ground black pepper 
• ½ teaspoon ground nutmeg 

• A few sprigs fresh sage, roughly chopped 
• 300g pork mince 

• 1 large handful breadcrumbs

Take your turkey out of the fridge about an 
hour before you’re ready to cook it so it comes 
up to room temperature before roasting. Give 
it a good rinse then pat it dry with some kitch-
en paper, making sure you soak up any water 
in the cavity. Drizzle the meat with a good 
lug of olive oil, add a few good sprinkles of 
salt and pepper and then rub this seasoning all 
over the bird, making sure you get in to all the 
nooks and crannies.
Preheat your oven to full whack then get start-
ed on your stuffi ng. Pour a lug or two of olive 
oil into a large pan on a medium heat and fry 
your chopped onion for about 10 minutes or 
until softened. Stir in a good pinch of salt and 
pepper, the ground nutmeg and your chopped 
sage leaves, then continue to fry and stir for 
another minute or two. 
Spoon the onion mixture into a large bowl and 
let it cool completely. Once cooled, add your 
pork mince and breadcrumbs and use your 
hands to really scrunch everything together. 
Once it’s mixed really well, bring the stuffi ng 
together into a ball, then cover and chill until 
you’re ready to stuff your turkey.
Pull the skin at the neck-end back so you can 
see a cavity and push about half of your stuff-
ing inside your turkey. Not too much: you 

don’t want to pack it so tightly it slows down 
the cooking. Once done, pull and fold the skin 
over the opening and tuck it under the bird so 
it looks nice. 
Turn the turkey around and drop a few small 
pieces of stuffi ng into the larger cavity along 
with your Clementine halves and a few sprigs 
of rosemary. Place your roughly chopped veg 
in the bottom of a roasting pan and lay your 
turkey on top. Cover the turkey with tin foil 
then put it in the hot oven and immediately 
turn the temperature down to 180°C/350°F/
gas 4. Cook for about 35 to 40 minutes per 
kilo. The 5kg bird in this recipe will take about 
3 to 3½ hours. 
Check on your turkey every 20 minutes or so 
and keep it from drying out by basting it with 
the lovely juices from the bottom of the pan. 
After 2½ hours, remove the foil so the skin 
gets golden and crispy.
When the time is up, take your turkey out of 
the oven and stick a small sharp knife into the 
fattest part of the thigh. If the juices run clear 
and the meat pulls apart easily, it’s ready. If 
not, pop the turkey back in the oven to cook 
for a bit longer then check again. When you're 
confi dent it's cooked, rest the turkey for at 
least 1 hour, preferably 2 hours for bigger 
birds. Meanwhile you can get your veg and 
gravy ready.

MethodMethod

IngredientsIngredients

For the For the 
stuffi ngstuffi ng

no set law governing what we eat at Christ-
mas, but one dish has stood the test of time 
and is steeped in Christmas tradition.  To the 
traditionalist roast turkey is the Christmas Day 
must have.  For how to prepare this traditional 
Christmas dish, we turn to celebrity chef, Ja-
mie Oliver.
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SENTINEL REBOOT - Local news from this time last year

On Wednesday morning a Major Incident Exercise took place at the top of Ladder 
Hill. There had been a staged head-on collision between an SHG transit bus and a fuel 
tanker. All of St Helena emergency services were stretched in the exercise to test the 
island’s ability to react to a major incident.

Jamestown was bombarded with the Christmas spirit on Friday 12 December, when 
all of the children from St Pauls Primary School marched through the streets. Little 
Santa Clauses, Christmas trees, snowmen, elves and angels were some of the costumes 
youngsters wore to brighten up the town with the Christmas spirit.

Athletics: Red was the colour at Prince Andrew School’s annual Athletics Day event 
on Friday 12 December. Jenkins House took away the cup having two more points than 
Mundens house.

Famous Birthdays
10 Dec - 16 Dec

Bridget Mendler (23)
Singer/Actress - 18 Dec

Brad Pitt (52)
Actor - 18 Dec
Jonah Hill (32)
Actor - 20 Dec

Samuel L Jackson (67)
Actor - 21 Dec

Meghan Trainor (22)
Singer - 22 Dec

DID YOU KNOW...PEOPLE
...Places I’d 
like to visit...

If you would like to take part, we need a good picture of you (which we 
can do) and your top 3 - it could be your top 3 movies, songs, books or 
cars. It could be your top 3 places on St Helena, or top 3 achievements. 
The more interesting the better chance of being chosen, as we will only 
print 1 per week! Email: news@sams.sh with subject heading, top 3.

1. Miami
2. Ascension 

Island
3. England

Paige Williams, 

PAS student

BREAK
HUMOUR

A professor of chemistry wanted to teach his 9th grade class a lesson 
about the evils of liquor, so he produced an experiment that involved a 
glass of water, a glass of whiskey, and two worms.
“Now class, observe closely the worms,” said the professor putting a worm 
fi rst into the water. The worm in the water writhed about, happy as a worm 
in water could be.
The second worm, he put into the whiskey. It writhed painfully, and quick-
ly sank to the bottom, dead as a doornail. “Now, what lesson can we derive 
from this experiment?” the professor asked.
Scott, who naturally sits in back, raised his hand and wisely, responded, 
“Drink whiskey and you won’t get worms!”

A man woke up in a hospital after a serious accident.
He shouted, “Doctor, doctor, I can’t feel my legs!”
The doctor replied, “I know you can’t – I’ve cut off your arms!”

COFFEE

CRAZY MAZE
Find your way through this ‘Crazy Maze.’ Enter through the gap on the left 
and work your way through to the middle. Good Luck!

The average child 
laughs 300 to 500 
times a day while 
the average adult 
laughs only about 

15 times a day, 
research shows.
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Looking For Christmas Gifts?
Join us at Jamestown Community Centre

on Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th December 10am - 3pm

or at

Tasty Bites (HTH)
Wednesday 23rd and 24th December 10am - 3pm

For your last minute shopping 
Lovely gifts for all the family at reasonable prices

Liverpool to St Helena
Museum Exhibition Travels the Seven Seas

August Graham, SAMS

The museum in Jamestown is displaying a 
new exhibition about the slave trade on St Hel-
ena. This is the same exhibition as what was 
on in Liverpool. 
The exhibition, on St Helena’s role in the slave 
trade, was paid for by Enterprise St Helena 
and was exhibited by the International Slavery 
Museum in Liverpool. 
The original exhibition included artefacts from 
St Helena, however these have not yet arrived 
back to the island as they need offi cial permis-
sion before being transported here. 
“It’s great to fi nally have it,” Adam Sizeland 
from the museum told The Sentinel adding he 
hopes that everyone can enjoy what he calls “a 
really great exhibition.” 
The exhibition – which consists of a dozen 
posters with text and pictures – is on display 
on the bottom fl oor of the museum in the room 
normally used for events. Mr Sizeland told us 
they will move the exhibit upstairs if the cur-
rent room is needed for anything else. 
He is not certain why the exhibition was not 
taken to the Smithsonian museum in the US 
as was originally planned, but he seems happy 
that it has fi nally made its way to St Helena.
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At Consulate Hotel Terrace - On Tue, Thu, Sat - 9am - 1pm

At Hospital  - On Wed - 10.30am - 12.30pm

NEW 

“ Call of the Seagull” 

POEMS ABOUT ST. HELENA, THE PLACE AND THE PEOPLE

ALSO 

ISLAND CHILDREN’S STORIES 

The Pepper Tree  

The Banyan Tree 

with coloured illustrations

 On sale at the Arts and Crafts, Canister 

                                       Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc 
 

                                                                        Main Street, Jamestown, Island of St Helena, STHL 1ZZ 
                                               Tel: 290 2380, Fax: 290 2423, Email: generalenquiries@solomons.co.sh 

Web: www.solomons-sthelena.com 
                                                                Prosperity Through Partnership 

 

                   
                        
                

LPG/GAS BOMB REFILLING SERVICE OVER 
THE CHRISTMAS PERIOD 

 
Solomon and Company (St Helena) Plc wishes to 
advise customers of the following times for the 
refilling of Gas Bombs at the Hutt's Gate Store over 
the Christmas period: 
 
Monday, 21 December 2015 - 11am – 1pm. 
Tuesday, 22 December 2015 - 11am – 1pm. 
Tuesday, 29 December 2015 - 10am - 12pm. 
 
For further information on our LPG Refilling Service 
during block leave, please call Jacqueline Anthony at 
the Jamestown Fuel Station on telephone number 
22259. 
 
Customers are reminded that 14kg Gas Cylinders will 
be available for sale at the Half Tree Hollow 
Supermarket and Silver Hill Shop. 
 
Normal services for the refilling of Gas Bombs will 
resume from Thursday, 8 January 2016. 
 
15 December 2015 
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For Sale
Yamaha Keyboard (PSR-225GM) with stand, excellent condition 

– still in original box.  £150
Electric Violin, new. £425

¾ size violin £40
Breville Instant Cappuccino coffee maker £35

36pce. Poole Pottery Dinner Set £40
Hardwood Garden Table, 6 Matching Chairs, Parasol with Cast 

Iron base £450
Artifi cial Christmas tree, 6ft. tall £15

Flame Gun & Service Pack £150
Green Plastic Garden Table, 4 Chairs with Pads, Parasol and Base 

£25
8 Solar Garden Lights, new, still in boxes  £8 each

New ‘Living Beech’ Laminate Flooring 6.6 sq. m. £40
2 Rolls New Underlay each 15sq m. £40 per roll

1 part Roll Underlay, 8.3 sq. m. £20
New ‘Flaming Beech’ Laminate, approx. 5sq. m. £30

Used ‘Flaming Beech’ Laminate, excellent condition, approx. 
15.5 sq. m. £75

 Please Phone 24750

SHG Withdraws Public Transport Subsidy 
Expanded New Service to Start in January Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

The Chief Secretary Roy Burke announced 
at the formal legislative council meeting in 
November that an expanded public transport 
service should take effect from 1 January 
2016. “The intention is to have a fully out-
sourced service requiring no subsidy from 
SHG,” Mr Burke said. 
Many of the recommendations for the public 
and home to duty service are from the Pub-
lic Transport Consultant, George Watson’s 
report after his visit for two weeks in April 
2014. Councillors have considered these. New 

timetables were drawn up and published and 
a workshop was held in March 2015. Accord-
ing to Mr Burke “interested businesses were 
invited to attend to discuss proposed new ser-
vices but there was no interest from potential 
new providers.” 
The subsidised transport system was imple-
mented in 2003 and has been reviewed peri-
odically. There was also a scheme that failed 
many years before. Although it is government 
policy to eventually cancel all subsidies the 
withdrawal of public transport subsidy will 
likely lead to increased prices on the buses. 

Currently a single fare between Jamestown 
and Longwood is £1.25. By contrast a taxi 
costs £12.00 for the same journey.  
A large percentage of public transport users 
are elderly and disadvantaged people. Some 
travel to Jamestown to collect their social 
benefi ts and enjoy cheaper prices in shops. 
Without concessionary fares the opinion of 
full cost recovery may damage some people. 
However Mr Burke explained that any conces-
sions would have to come from the transport 
provider. 

Public transport in Jamestown
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A BLACK PANTHER  
FORD MONDEO SPORT, 

AVAILABLE 6TH JANUARY 2016 

 

2.2 LITRE, DIESEL. 2006. 

IN EXCELLENT CONDITION. 

LICIENCED AND INSURED UNTIL NOVEMBER 2016. 

 

IF INTERESTED, PLEASE CALL ERROL LAWRENCE 
 

 ON TELEPHONE NUMBER : 23570 OR  
 

EMAIL: whital@helanta.co.sh  

 

DENTAL CLINIC  

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS 

 
The Dental Clinic would like to advise the public of the 
following opening times during the Christmas period. 

 

Emergency Dental Clinic will be open from 08:30am – 
10:00am on: 

 

Thursday 24th December  

Tuesday 29th December 

Thursday 31st December 

 

Normal opening times will resume on Monday, 4th January 
2016. 

 

We would like to wish all our patients a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. 

VACANCY
TEACHING ASSISTANT 

The Education & Employment Directorate is seeking to employ a suitable person who enjoys working with young people to join a com-
mitted team of teachers within the Primary Sector of the Directorate. 
Applicants must have GCSE’s in English and Maths at Grade C or above or equivalent qualifi cation, and have recent and relevant work 
experience.   The ideal candidate must be self motivated, have good interpersonal skills and a sense of humour.
The successful candidate will be expected to provide assistance to the class teacher by supporting teaching and learning in the school/
classroom environment. Plan and prepare programmes of work under the direction of the class teacher to cater for the learning needs of 
groups of pupils and or individuals.

Salary payable is Grade TA2, commencing £7,196 per annum, however, depending on qualifi cations and/or experience, the successful 
applicant may be required to start in the training grade TA1, £6,869 per annum. 
For further details regarding this post, interested persons should contact Mrs Wendy Benjamin, on telephone number 22607 (e-mail 
wendy.benjamin@education.gov.sh) 

Application forms which are available from Education & Employment Directorate and Corporate Human Resources should be submit-
ted through Directors, where applicable, to the Executive Offi cer, Administration at the Education Learning Centre or e-mail eoadmin@
education.gov.sh by no later than 4pm on Wednesday 23 December 2015. 

The Education & Employment Directorate is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expects all staff to 
uphold these principles.  All appointments are subject to a satisfactory medical check and vetting or Enhanced CRB Disclosure.

Mrs Shirley Wahler                       
Director of Education & Employment                                      9 December 2015



21

ST HELENA SNIPPETS/NOTICE BOARD
www.sams.shTHE SENTINEL | Thursday 17 December 2015

SAMS RADIO 1 SCHEDULE
102.7MHz, 90.5MHz, 105.1MHz, 105.3MHz Also Live Streaming via www.sams.sh
CONTACT THE SHOW
To reach the Radio 1 team, call 22727, or 
email: news@sams.sh. You can also con-
tact us via our Facebook page - just visit 
the SAMS website, www.sams.sh, click the 
Facebook link at the top right of every page. 

St Helena News: 
Monday to Fridays at 7am, 10am, 12noon, 
5pm, 7pm & 10pmalso at 3am & 5am Tues-
day to Saturday.
Saturday news: 8am & 12noon

SUNRISE 7am to 10am
Live music, entertainment, discussion, interviews 
and trivia. includes: 7am: St Helena News
Repeated at 11pm everyday.

SATURDAY CHART BUSTERS
A compilation of top chart hits, both new and old.

REWIND
Saturday 9.30am. Repeated on Saturday at 
6.00pm & Wednesday at 12.15pm.

2nd CHANCE SUNDAY
9.00am - Selection of recorded interviews and 
programmes from the week, mixed with easy 
listening sounds for a chilled out Sunday.

IN CONVERSATION
Every week day at 5:30pm or 7.30pm
Another chance to hear interviews that made the news 
during last week and also this week.

B&H GOLD
Ben and Harriet Hathway host 1 hour of all 
time great tracks. Friday 7.30pm. Repeated 
on ‘2nd Chance Sunday.’

PRIME TIME
John Lamdon and Andy Parkinson share 
their passion for mathematics and clas-
sic rock and pop. Every second Thursday 
5.30pm. Repeated on ‘2nd Chance Sunday.’

PAS SHOW - ‘News & Views’
Mondays after 7pm news & notice board.
Replayed Fridays, after 10am news & 
notice board once a month.

THE CHART SHOW
Wednesday 10.30am 
Presented by Helen Wallis and John Woolla-
cott. Catch up on the latest chart music. Repeated 
Wednesday 8.30pm, Thursday 12.15pm and Satur-
day 1.00pm.

BBC WORLD SERVICE NEWS
24/7 on our 2nd radio channel. 
88.1MHz, 100.7 MHz and 102.7MHz

HOT ROCKS
Mondays at 7:30pm, Replayed Fridays at 
5:30pm. Hannah Durnford and Lizemarie 
Robbertse, play their way through alterna-
tive rock tracks.

AFTERNOON DRIVE
Mondays to Wednesdays from 4pm to 7pm 
with Luke Bennett

GOOD MORNING 
WITH DONNA

GOSPEL FM
Thursday 7.30 - 9.30pm
Presented by John Moyce, 30 minutes of 
childrens’ feature followed by 90 mins of 
gospel music. 

Monday to Friday from 10.30am till 
12.30pm. 
Join Donna Crowie for the latest news and 
updates as well as great music to keep you 
entertained.
Includes 12pm news and noticeboard.

GOOD AFTERNOON 
WITH DONNA
Monday to Friday from 2pm till 4pm.
Again, join Donna to keep you entertained 
in the afternoon.

Making Backyard Slaughter Legal 
New Food Safety Ordinance to Provide Legal Framework for Home Slaughtering

Home slaughter of animals where meat is 
destined for sale for public consumption is 
technically illegal since it is performed outside 
of a registered slaughterhouse. The slaughter-
house regulations under the Public Health Or-
dinance only permits this in emergencies. 
Some farmers claim that banning home slaugh-
ter will make their businesses unviable be-
cause of costs of transporting their animals to 
slaughterhouses. The two slaughterhouses are 
on the eastern side of the island. According to 
Councillor Derek Thomas, Chair of the Public 
Health Committee “if we were to abolish home 
slaughter they clearly wouldn’t be able to ac-
commodate the requirements of the public.” 
In the interview with SAMS Mr Thomas said 
councillors want home slaughtering to con-
tinue. 

It is diffi cult to recreate the hygienic conditions 
for carcass preparation in a registered slaugh-
terhouse. Nonetheless, Executive Council 
years ago permitted supervised home slaughter 
of animals up to a certain weight, provided the 
potential public health implications of home 
slaughter are offset by safeguards such as mini-
mum standards of the facility and post mortem 
inspection of the viscera. All cattle are taken to 
the slaughterhouse. 
Mr Thomas said some problems being encoun-
tered will be addressed. “We are incorporating 
criteria for persons who wish to keep animals 
at home for slaughtering but obviously in an 
upgraded and safer way.” The new food safety 
ordinance and associated regulations are ex-
pected to be implemented in March 2016 and 
will require farmers to have a food handling 
certifi cate and protection for health inspectors 
who authorise the sale of meat for public con-
sumption.                 

Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS Councillor 
Derek Thomas
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Some Christmas thoughts from Bishop Richard about an old carol that has a message for us here on St Helena:

Silent night! holy night! All is calm, all is bright...
It's a much-loved carol, but the story of how it came to be written in the fi rst place is a strange one...  and it was all the fault of a hungry mouse!

In the winter of 1818, a group of actors were performing a Nativity Play around the villages of the Austrian Alps, and on 23rd December they 
arrived at Oberndorf.  This was then a village near Salzburg - and in the little Parish Church of St. Nicholas they were to perform the story of 
Christ's birth in Bethlehem. 

But there were problems, for the organ wasn't working - and it couldn't be repaired so soon before Christmas.  According to tradition a family 
of mice had made their home in the organ in the gallery of the church.  They had eaten their way into the leather of the bellows which supplied 
the wind for the pipes.  Hence.... no music!   So the actors did their play in a large house nearby - and all went much better than they had feared.   

The young Priest was Fr Josef Mohr, and according to the story,  at the end of the evening he took the longer way home which led him up the 
hill from which you could look down over the village.  It was from the hilltop that as he looked down at the twinkling lights of the houses 
covered in snow far below, he remembered a poem he had written a couple of years before. The poem was about that fi rst Christmas night when 
the angels announced the birth of the long-awaited Messiah to shepherds on a hillside outside Bethlehem.

Fr Josef decided that those words would make a good carol for the following evening at the Christmas Midnight Mass. But though he could 
sing - and play the guitar - he had no music for the words he had written. 

After Mass next morning, he went to see the village schoolmaster and organist, Franz Gruber - and within just a few hours Gruber came up 
with the music set to Fr Josef's words.  Now they had a carol which was simple enough to be performed without the organ - and yet memorable 
enough to be picked up by anybody. So it was on Christmas Eve 1818 that the Oberndorf congregation heard Gruber and Mohr sing their new 
composition to guitar accompaniment.  

Some weeks later, the organ builder Karl Mauracher came from his workshop in Fügen to repair the 
instrument. When he had fi nished, he called on Franz Gruber to test the repairs done - and whilst he 
was playing the organ, Gruber played the music of "Silent Night".  Greatly impressed, Mauracher 
took copies of the music and the words back to his own Alpine village.  And there, two well-known 
families of singers - the Rainers and the Strassers - heard it. They were totally captivated by "Silent 
Night," and both groups put the new carol into their Christmas repertoire.

Silent night! holy night!
All is calm, all is bright,
'Round yon virgin mother and Child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

The words and the music are unforgettable, and the Strasser family spread the carol all over northern Europe. In fact in 1834, they performed 
it for King Frederick William IV of Prussia - who ordered his cathedral choir to sing it every Christmas Eve.  Then in 1838 the Rainer family 
took the carol to America and sang it at a concert in New York City.   

The rest is history.... and today the carol "Silent Night" is sung in more than 300 different languages around the world. 

---ooo0ooo---

But the reason for its eternal popularity is that this is a carol that speaks deeply to the hearts of every one of us.  

Firstly, the tune itself could not be more instantly attractive, and with its easy three-in-a-bar rhythm it can be performed with virtually any 
combination of instruments... anywhere.  Secondly, the words tell the story of the birth of Jesus with a wonderful directness.  Here is simple 
narrative and refl ection - the peace of the stable in the quiet of the little Eastern City - the terror of the shepherds in the fi elds at the sight of the 
angels - and God's glory refl ected in the face of the tiny child. The story is well told, and with profound truth....   

Little wonder that on Christmas Eve 1914, in the carnage of the trenches the most unusual event of the Great War took place.  On the German 
side, soldiers began lighting candles and raising them up on poles or bayonets. Although these lanterns clearly lit up the German troops the 
British held their fi re. Even more amazing, British offi cers saw that some enemy troops were holding Christmas trees over their heads with 
lighted candles in their branches. The message was clear: The Germans were extending greetings to the enemy.
Within moments, the British began to hear a few German soldiers singing the carol “Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht!”  British troops immediately 
recognized it as “Silent Night, Holy Night” and began singing in English, and one by one, as British and German soldiers ventured out into 
no-man’s land an undeclared truce erupted for a few precious hours.  This is the heart and soul of Christmas - quietness and peace... God's 
endless love... and the wonder of creation in response.
For us on St Helena there are many challenges coming within months. But God's call to us is to remember that, whatever the future brings, 
we are his creation, and that his love for us is endless.  Above all he calls us to his service, and to the service of others who don't have our 
good fortune.
To you, your families and friends, may a peaceful and a holy Christmas be yours.
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continued from front page

St Helena social services worker Claire Gan-
non and Michael Sheath, one of two authors of 
the Lucy Faithful Foundation report. 
In email correspondence Mr Sheath told Ms 
Gannon he was “giving the Lay Advocate a 
good kicking” in the report, and that people on 
the island who were embarrassed about Barn 
View and the CBU had done “fi ve fi fths of 
fuck all” about it. 
Yet Sheath claimed that Gannon – who Wass 
concluded had responsibility for these institu-
tions and had done nothing to remedy the situ-
ation – was “off the hook, obviously, as you 
give a toss.” 
Wass said the fact Claire Gannon had clearly 
fed into the Lucy Faithful report had compro-
mised the accuracy and independence of the 
report.
However Lucy Faithful said that if their report 
“was based entirely on the testimony of Claire 

Gannon, we would have to agree with the In-
quiry's conclusion that it was 'deeply fl awed'. 
But the report's authors saw 57 individuals on 
St Helena.” 
However, St Helena’s Chief of Police was not 
pleased with the foundation’s statement. “The 
defence of the author of the report is unaccept-
able given his appalling behaviour that dam-
aged safeguarding on St Helena,” he said on 
microblogging site Twitter.
The conclusion of the Wass Inquiry that there is 
no evidence of corruption in the police, SHG, 
the UK Foreign Offi ce or DfID is also ques-
tionable. The report itself clearly highlights 
the corrupt behaviour of Martin Warsama and 
Claire Gannon, former SHG employees, and 
also points to a case where six police offi cers 
knew of child abuse allegations against one of 
their colleagues, yet failed to investigate.
Wass and her team concluded that these of-
fi cers – who represented a fi fth of the police 
force – were not corrupt, but incompetent. 

However this raises questions as to what 
would be considered corruption. 
There are also clear moral discrepancies in 
the Wass Inquiry's fi ndings. They spend some 
time dwelling on shocking revelations by Gov-
ernor Mark Capes that he dissolved LegCo in 
order to be able to put the new prison where 
he wanted it.
Whereas the inquiry were strongly critical 
about this approach, which they labelled “co-
lonial”, they failed to apply the same strong 
language to the decision of Capes to overrule 
the Ascension Island Council and people when 
introducing new licensing laws.
But in all, the report seems to be a clean bill of 
health for St Helena, and dismisses the lurid 
allegations in the British press as merely hear-
say. Damage may already have been done, but 
it seems that the inquiry has managed to get at 
the truth after an uncomfortable few years for 
the island.

A Thorough 
Investigation?
Questions Raised as Wass 

fi nds no Corruption or 
Widespread Child Abuse
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Incompetence and Corruption
The Shocking Tale of Claire Gannon and Martin Warsama

A fl awed recruitment policy led to one of 
the biggest scandals in St Helena’s history 
brought about by two incompetent and cor-
rupt individuals who held the government to 
ransom. 
The story of Claire Gannon and Martin Wars-
ama shows two people who used their time on 
island to neglect the people they were meant 
to protect before leaving a trail of destruction 
behind them by publically levelling horrid al-
legations against the entire island and its gov-
ernment.
The pair’s doomed association with St Hel-
ena started when Claire Gannon, without the 
proper knowledge or experience, came into a 
job which had been vacant for nine months. 
Even at the beginning Gannon was dishonest 
with her new employer. 
She said she wanted to move on from her old 
job to “progress my career,” but in fact she 
was lodging a grievance procedure against 
them. Her old employers only found out that 
she had left for St Helena after they saw it on 
Facebook.
On island the new Senior Social Services 
Manager came into a chaotic situation, but she 
did not make any effort to improve it. During 
her time on the island she only presented one 
written document to SHG, and this paper was 
purely designed to give her a pay rise the in-
quiry concludes. 
The pay rise that followed shows just how des-
perate the government were to have someone 
in the post. 
A second social worker, Martin Warsama, was 
hired on the recommendation of Gannon, but 
she was also on the interview panel which 
decided to hire him. This created an unusual 
situation.
Only two months after Warsama arrived the 
chief secretary was told that if they were not 
both given a 12 per cent pay rise the two could 
leave the island. Both Claire Gannon and Mar-
tin Warsama got the rise. Warsama was even 
given an extra holiday – something that no TC 
offi cer had ever been rewarded before.
They “had us over a barrel” the chief secretary 
told the inquiry. With no other qualifi ed social 
workers in place, the government were afraid 
to lose the only two they had. 
But SHG would come to regret this decision. 
The pair’s incompetence only became clear 
later, but they were at worst actively disrup-
tive on the island. Claire Gannon’s personal 
vendetta against the police caused problems 
in some criminal cases and Martin Warsama’s 
“sexist” behaviour  caused one of his col-
leagues to describe him as “one of the most 
horrid people I’ve ever met.” 

The twosome then started levelling accusa-
tions at everyone and anything. Warsama 
claimed the police were trying to plant drugs 
on him, and Gannon said that freemasons were 
covering up each other’s wrongdoing.
“Since I arrived here in early February, be-
tween them, Martin and Claire have accused 
everyone from the Governor down of being 
against them. It seems that if anyone has a 
different view, they are at best incompetent or 
at worst corrupt,” the Head of the Governor’s 
Offi ce said in an email to DfID. 
Warsama was dismissed after he failed his 
probation period because of his behaviour to-
wards colleagues and others and things came 
to a head for Gannon after the Chief Justice 
called for an investigation into her actions in 
an adoption battle. 
Despite the investigation she was not sus-
pended, and internal communications in SHG 
show that they were keen to support her best 
they could. However Gannon said that she had 
lost credibility in the community. She left for 
leave, and on 8 July 2014, as she was meant to 
return to the island, Gannon tendered her letter 
of resignation. 
In the letter, which was sent to the Foreign 
Offi ce and not SHG, she alleged “widespread 
child abuse and endemic police corruption on 
the island.” 
These were allegations that Gannon had shared 

with the Lucy Faithful Foundation while they 
were on the island, and she repeated them to 
the Daily Mail. She also instructed her lawyers 
to publish the confi dential Lucy Faithful report 
on their website. The report identifi ed a victim 
of rape.
“In leaking this document [they] must have re-
garded the wellbeing of a victim of sexual as-
sault as secondary to their own desire to make 
capital following their departure from their 
employment on St Helena,” the inquiry found. 
Gannon had hired a publicist and misled the 
Daily Mail to publish their incendiary head-
lines which dragged the island through the dirt. 
Despite their actions, the pair indirectly 
brought some good to the island. An extra 
£1.2m was set aside by the British government 
for safeguarding on St Helena after the press 
attention the island got. 
“It took two of the most incompetent people 
that I have ever met to go to the papers and ex-
aggerate, for St Helena to give social services 
the resources it needed,” one witness told the 
inquiry.
SHG have not said whether they will be pursu-
ing any legal action against either Gannon or 
Warsama for their harmful activities. But what 
is sure is that the pair have cost the British 
taxpayer tens, if not hundreds, of thousands of 
pounds and have caused serious damage to St 
Helena’s reputation.

Former Senior Social Services 
Manager, Claire Gannon
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• There is no evidence of corruption in SHG, 
the judiciary, the police directorate SHG 
generally.
• The inquiry could fi nd no evidence of the 
endemic child abuse described in the Daily 
Mail.
• St Helena is still being run as a colony, 
with the governor acting as the Queen’s 
representative and “delegating the day-to-
day responsibility of managing the island to 
others.”
• The needs and interests of Saints and their 
children have not been properly considered 
at the time of the airport construction and in 
the planning of this development.
• Governor Capes ignored warnings given to 
him about the management of the island and 
the report criticises him for delegating too 
many key duties without ensuring success-
ful outcomes.
• There are weaknesses in recruitment prac-
tices which have led to unfi lled positions 
and the hiring of unqualifi ed and unsuitable 
staff.
• The governor dissolved LegCo in April 
2013 and delayed the election to work on 
plans for the location of the new prison to 
“make sure we were going to get it done.”
• The standard of government housing is 
well below that of social housing in the UK.
• The standard of healthcare on island is be-
low that of the UK. 
• The former Director of Health said the 
health service had been in “decline for 
about a decade.” The governor “did not get 
involved in the service on a daily basis.”
• The state of neglect that was allowed to 
occur in Barn View and the Challenging Be-
haviour Unit was the fault of the governor 
and the St Helena Government
• Only 5% of the staff working in the Hos-
pital had been trained to Level 2 safeguard-
ing. “The current level of safeguarding falls 
woefully short of the standard in the UK,” 
the report says.
• Additional budget of £1.2 million has been 
made available by DFID from April 2015 
for all aspects of safeguarding.
• There was no qualifi ed social worker in 
post on island for nine months from June 
2012 to February 2013.
• Many of the recommendations in the Lucy 
Faithfull Foundation report were miscon-
ceived.
• One of the authors of the Lucy Faithfull re-
port had an inappropriate relationship with 
disgraced social worker Claire Gannon and 
sent her emails saying “I’m just giving the 
Lay Advocate a good kicking.”
• Sheath was later to share the report with 
Gannon, and she leaked it to the Daily Mail, 
causing the headlines in that paper.

The so-called care of a severely disabled 
woman on St Helena was deemed “one of the 
most serious cases of institutional neglect we 
have ever seen” by a seemingly disgusted In-
quiry Panel who heavily criticised the condi-
tions at Barn View which was described as a 
“Victorian lunatic asylum.” 
The disabled woman, identifi ed only as Adult 
M, is unable to communicate anything other 
than her very basic needs and has a profound 
learning disability. She also has epilepsy, fi nds 
feeding and swallowing diffi cult and regularly 
screams out in pain.
Adult M has spent most of her life at Barn 
View Residential Unit where she was cared for 
by “two unqualifi ed staff” without a care plan. 
Her mother said to Ms Wass “I was told that 
she had such complicated problems the doc-
tors would keep a careful eye on her. That did 
not happen. It was as if she had been forgotten 
all those years.”
When a new social worker fi rst visited her in 
2014 he expressed great concern about the lev-
el and quality of care Adult M was receiving.  
And he was not alone, “such is the severity of 
her condition that it is clear that the resources 

on St Helena are entirely in adequate to pride 
her with the care that she requires,” the Chief 
Justice said. Adult M is a British citizen and 
under a protocol agreed between SHG and 
the UK government she is entitled to receive 
treatment “from and under the umbrella of 
the NHS in the UK.” As a result she has now 
been brought to the UK for emergency medi-
cal care.
The Wass report fi nds that conditions in Barn 
View were “akin to those of solitary confi ne-
ment in prison fi lms: stark, cold and despair-
ing,” and the care facility was similar to a Vic-
torian lunatic asylum. The head of care even 
described the residential unit as being “in-
fested with fl ies.” She spoke of low pay, staff 
shortages and the smell of urine. 
But these awful conditions were missed by 
some of the most senior people on the island. 
Before Christmas 2011, Governor Capes vis-
ited Barn View to give the residents a cake. He 
told Ms Wass, “What impressed me was the 
level of care and the atmosphere of the place 
then was very good.” The Inquiry Panel found 
it diffi cult to comprehend the governor’s fa-
vourable impression of Barn View when a 
2012 report had described it as “unstimulating 
and often unsafe.”
“The Inquiry Panel considers that the appall-
ing state of neglect that was allowed to occur 
in Barn View and the Challenging Behaviour 
Unit was unacceptable by any standards. Con-
ditions in the prison in Jamestown were con-
siderably more humane.” The Inquiry Panel 
feels “the responsibility for these failings lies 
with the Governor.” 
When asked why Barn View was allowed to be 
left in such “Victorian” conditions for such a 
long period of time, Assistant Chief Secretary 
Paul McGinnety said, “It has now been closed 
and is being refurbished to make it up to an ad-
equate standard. The answer to the question is 
that it should have happened a long time ago. 
It is actually a succession of failures dating 
back from the late 90s.”

“One of the Most 
Serious Cases of 

Institutional 
Neglect we Have 

Ever Encountered”

The Wass Inquiry 
– Key Findings
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A “Disastrous” Health Service
Wass Raises Criticisms of Hospital

The health service on St Helena has been 
under much scrutiny in the Wass report. The 
former Director of Health said it was “disas-
trous” when he arrived in 2013. Residential 
establishments housing the vulnerable were 
understaffed, staff were untrained and there 
was a shortage of medication and medical 
equipment.
The Director of Health went on to say that the 
health service had been allowed to decline for 
about a decade. He said he drew these failings 
to the attention of everyone in government 
and told the inquiry panel that the Governor 
did not get involved in the health service on a 
daily basis. It was only after he highlighted the 
problem to the Public Health Committee that 
extra funding and support was provided.
The inquiry was told that, over a period of 2 ½ 
years, there had been 26 doctors at the hospital 
and in March 2015 not one single nurse was 
trained beyond basic life support. 
The panel thought the standard of hygiene of 
the hospital appeared to be good but equip-
ment was poor. The cleanliness is evident as 
a UK nurse told the panel she was unaware of 
any post-operative infections albeit she had 
only been on the island for three months prior 
to the panel’s visit.
But despite these minor positives the hospital 
has lacked amenities, the dishwasher and the 
bedpan washer had not worked for three years 

and hot water was only available in one bath-
room. The same nurse complained that SHG 
expected to move the hospital from the 1970s 
in to the 21st century on a single year’s budget.
With staff shortages at the hospital, it meant 
that community nurses were required to cover 
shifts, which resulted in the district clinics 
having to close. One closure in Longwood, 
meant that residents at Barn View did not have 
access to a doctor. Vulnerable, severely dis-

abled and ill residents were expected to go to 
the General Hospital. Those who were unable 
to travel were left neglected.
“In 2015, it is unacceptable for a hospital to 
be without hot water, bedpan washers, a struc-
tured safeguarding procedure and nurses ad-
equately trained in advanced life support,” the 
report concluded, seemingly agreeing with the 
opinion of one community nurse that the fa-
cilities would not pass an audit.

Reading the Wass report it seems St Hel-
ena is being neglected by its colonial master. 
Although the inquiry concludes that the Brit-
ish government cannot be held responsible 
for many problems on island, I wholeheart-
edly disagree. The UK should be thoroughly 
ashamed of the contempt with which is treats 
some of its most vulnerable citizens.
I’m not alone. Earlier this year the Chief Jus-
tice stated that Britain had let down a seriously 
disabled young woman who should have been 
given treatment in the UK. How Sasha Wass 
has echoed a similar sentiment about “one of 
the most serious cases of institutional neglect 
we have ever encountered.” 
Claire Gannon should rightly be blamed for 
not doing anything about the awful conditions 
at Barn View, but the buck does not stop with 
her. Nor does it, as Wass implies, stop with the 
governor. It is the fault of the British govern-

ment for not providing the necessary funds to 
spot and stop inhumane conditions. 
The same applies to general healthcare. Claims 
by a community psychiatric nurse that the hos-
pital would not survive and audit should not 
be dismissed. That, he says, is “what happens 
when you run an island on the cheap.” 
Another nurse has complained that they are 
expected to take the hospital from the 1970s 
into the 21st century with only one year's bud-
get.
Contrast this with the British government’s 
commitment, under UN regulations, to pro-
vide a reasonable standard of living to the 
people on this island. It’s clear they are totally 
failing that duty. 
Average salaries on this island are disgustingly 
low, and the needs of Saints are overlooked, 
not by the government offi cials on St Helena 
who take the fl ak from an angry public, but by 
their bosses in London who spend as little as 

possible on the island. 
The inquiry concluded that aid should be pro-
vided “to ensure that a minimum level of fam-
ily and childcare, which would be expected by 
residents living in outlying parts of the Brit-
ish Isles, is available to the residents of these 
remote islands.” This certainly isn’t the case; 
the living standards on this island would be a 
national scandal if they were transferred to a 
part of mainland Britain.
So when will the British government wake up 
from its slumber and treat its overseas territo-
ries with the respect they deserve? 
I, as a Brit, am ashamed to see the contempt 
with which other British citizens are viewed. 
To create a second-class citizen in the overseas 
territories undermines the idea of British citi-
zenship and should worry everyone with “dieu 
et mon droit” stamped on their passport.

Is the UK Failing St Helena? August Graham, SAMS

All reporting by Jane Durnford, Stewart George, Hannah Durnford, Richard Wallis and August Graham

Wass was critical about the poor conditions in the hospital
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With the signing of a new climate change 
deal in Paris last week, St Helena’s climate 
change offi cer Debby Parkinson says this will 
be an important deal for the world. Climate 
change could threaten the very existence of 
the human population on St Helena, she ex-
plains.
The Climate Change talks that have been 
held in Paris recently have been a roller-
coaster ride for those of us with an interest in 
human-induced global warming. There have 
been several attempts over the last 25 years to 
bring about a world consensus about the need 
to reduce our reliance on oil and coal (fossil 
fuels) and curbing greenhouse gas emissions 
with a view to reducing global warming lev-
els.  Points over which the parties have ar-
gued include what are ‘safe’ levels of global 
warming, whether poorer counties deserve 
compensation; and how to fund support for 
the poorest countries in the future. Taking 
into account the views of nearly 200 different 
countries has meant that it has been diffi cult 
to fi nd cohesive ways forward. Until now, that 
is. Paris has been different and a turning point 
has been reached.
The main agreed outcomes from Paris are 
1 A long term goal to limit global 
warming to under 2°C of pre-industrial levels, 
or 1.5°C if possible with emissions peaking as 
soon as possible, because early action will be 
benefi cial
2 The national pledges made by 185 
countries prior to the meeting to cut green-
house gas emissions in the 2020s will be for-
mally approved in due course
3 A 5 year review period commencing 
2023 in which pledges made are evaluated, the 
promised pledges are deepened wherever pos-
sible, and members held to account if progress 
is lacking
4 Rich countries will provide $100bil-
lion a year for poor and developing countries 
until 2025, when this will increase further
5 There will be a new carbon market 
mechanism – something that experts have 
wanted for years – that requires an overall re-
duction in global emissions rather than merely 
offsetting them, as has happened previously.
These broad outcomes are such a positive step 
forward that the French Foreign Minister Lau-
rent Fabius was rightfully emotional when he 
read his speech on Saturday. I was too, listen-
ing thousands of miles away here on St Hel-
ena. The most extreme threats that would have 
occurred had people on the planet continued 
with ‘a business as usual’ outlook to the way 
we have used fossil fuels has hopefully been 
averted and tiny island nations like ours now 

have a brighter future.
The main threats to St Helena of rising global 
temperatures include increased severity of 
weather patterns bringing heavier bouts of 
rainfall increasing risks of fl oods and rock 
falls, and increased periods of drought and 
therefore water shortages. Other likely chang-
es would be to the biodiversity on land and in 
the marine environment.  The whole ecosys-
tem could change if species that we heavily 
rely on are no longer found here. Food and 
water insecurity, which is an issue on every 
remote island, could mean that the very exis-
tence of the population here is at risk.
Some doubters might say that manmade glob-
al warming doesn’t exist, and that any global 
changes are natural phenomena and might be 
for the better, but everyone knows that change 
brings uncertainty and anxiety, things that no-
one here needs any more of. Also, the people 
that are the most polluting are likely to be least 
at risk, an irony that doesn’t escape those of us 
who want a better, fairer world for everyone.

Is the Fossil Fuel Age Over?
World Leaders Research Climate Change Deal Debby Parkinson, Climate Change and Pollution Offi cer

Be under no illusion, the Paris deal is still not 
perfect. There have had to be huge compro-
mises made by most countries on subjects like 
compensation and funding and the money that 
has been promised, if it is delivered, is still not 
likely to be enough. Countries like India claim 
it is their ‘turn’ now to have an industrialised 
nation, which most of the developed world has 
enjoyed for the past 200 years. They and oth-
ers may still renege on the deal, highlighting 
the diffi culties of getting so many countries to 
agree a plan. 
But still, this was the biggest gathering of 
world leaders ever, a sure sign that the poli-
ticians now have a political will for change. 
Here on St Helena, we are beginning to get 
our own house in order.  Solar and wind power 
are well established and provisions are only 
likely to increase on the island.  Environmen-
tal issues need to be at the heart of all decision 
made all over the world, and St Helena is no 
exception. 
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BAHA’I                       FAITH

FORCES OF OUR TIME
Anyone looking at the condition of the world 
today will be struck by the dramatic changes 
taking place. On the one hand we can see the 
deterioration of so many fundamental pro-
cesses and institutions – from the fi nancial 
world, politics, the fabric of society, to climate 
change and energy. On the other is an enliven-
ing upsurge in knowledge, in concern for hu-
man rights and in technologies that can bring 
people together.
Every day we hear of more unspeakable hor-
rors affecting our fellow citizens of the world. 
There is no doubt that people’s actions are 
causing the world’s problems and only peo-
ple’s actions, including our own, can solve 
them.
We all need to make efforts to eliminate the 
negative tendencies within ourselves. Turning 
to God gives us access to the power we need 
to overcome the forces of darkness, and spiri-
tual discipline gives us sustained strength and 
perseverance for this endeavour.
When we replace negative thoughts, feelings 
and actions with profi table and constructive 
ones, the God given power can be refl ected 
in us, fl ow through us and infl uence the world 
around us.“In short, whatsoever thing is ar-
ranged in harmony and with love and purity of 
motive, its result is light and should the least 
trace of estrangement prevail, the result shall 
be darkness upon darkness.” Abdu’l-Baha
The powers and energies streaming from the 
Manifestation of God transform those souls 
that turn towards Him. When our lives express 
the Divine purpose for which we have been 
created, we experience joy and our ability to 
love God and Humanity expands. We become 
more and more consecrated to the will of God 
and so our quest for spirituality increases and 
we become more aware of how we behave.
We should not allow ourselves to think nega-
tively about each other.  Not just in what we 
say and do, but to go beyond that and not al-
low ourselves to harbour negative thoughts or 
resentment towards others.
A very diffi cult path to follow for all of us, but 
what a difference it would make if only we 
would do so!  The happenings in the world are 
surely a sign that attitudes have to change and 
people the world over – including ourselves! 
-  need to recognise our common humanity.
There is after all only one God.
“God grant that the light of unity may envelop 
the whole earth, and that the seal “the King-
dom is God’s”, may be stamped upon the brow 
of all its peoples.” 

Baha’u’llah

FaithMatters

Seventh Day Adventist 
Saturday 19 December
9.15 - 10.40am Sabbath School
11.00 - 12.00am Divine Service
2.00 - 3.00pm Pathfi nder Programme
Wednesday 23 December
7.30 - 8.30pm Prayer Meeting in Jamestown 
Church
Further Info Contact, Paul Millin, Tel 22267 

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul  
Sunday 20 December    4th Sunday of Advent 
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,           Cathedral
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,           Cathedral
3.30 p.m. Eucharist,              St Peter
7.30 p.m.  Ecumenical Service,   
              Court House Steps
Thursday 24 December   
Christmas Eve   
6.00 p.m. Christmas Eucharist,          St Martin
11.30 p.m. Midnight Mass,            Cathedral
Friday 25 December   
Christmas Day 
8.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,          St Andrew
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,               St Peter
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist,   
    St Helena and The Cross
Sunday 27 December
                               1st Sunday after Christmas
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,            Cathedral
The Parish of St James   
Sunday 20 December     4th Sunday of Advent 
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,             St James
7.30 p.m. Ecumenical Service,   
              Court House Steps
Tuesday 22 December   
6.30 p.m. Christmas Musical,              St James
Wednesday 23 December
7.30 a.m. Eucharist,              St James
Thursday 24 December   Christmas Eve 
11.30 p.m. Midnight Mass,             St James
Friday 25 December                 Christmas Day
8.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,               St John
10.00 a.m. Children’s Service,            St James
Sunday 27 December 
                               1st Sunday after Christmas
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,              St James
7.00 p.m. Nine Lessons and Carols,   St James
Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 20 December     4th Sunday of Advent 
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,              St Mark
11.00 a.m. Eucharist,            Barnabas Pledges
7.30 p.m. Ecumenical Service,   
              Court House Steps
Thursday 24 December   Christmas Eve 
11.30 p.m. Midnight Mass,              St Mark
Friday 25 December                 Christmas Day
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,             Barnabas Pledges
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,          St Matthew
9.30 a.m. Family Service,               St Mark
Saturday 26 December 
9.30 a.m. Eucharist,              St Mark
Sunday 27 December
                               1st Sunday after Christmas
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,               St Mark
Saturday 28 December 
9.30 a.m. Eucharist,              St Mark
All Cell groups, bible studies, ladies 
fellowship and prayer meetings are 

in recess until the new year.

Praise and Worship service will be held at the 
Kingshurst Community Centre on Sunday 

20th December at 11am
Christmas morning service will be held at 

kingshurst Community Centre at 9:30 am

All are welcome.

BAPTIST NOTICES
Saturday 19 December
Prayer meeting, 7:00 am, Sandy Bay Chapel
Open Air Service, Canister, 10:00 am
Sunday 20 December
Church Services:
Family Guest Service, Blue Hill Community 
Centre, 3 pm 
Jamestown Chapel, 6:00 pm 
Christmas Day Services, 25 December,
Sandy Bay, 8:00 am
Head O'Wain, 9:30 am
JamestowM, 11:00 am
Sunday 27 December
Church Services:
Jamestown Chapel, 11:00 am
Sandy Bay Chapel, 11:00 am
Community Care Centre, 3:00 pm
Thursday 31 December 
Jamestown Chapel, Watchnight Service  
11:30 pm (Come worship the New Year in)
Sunday 3 January 2016
Church Services:
Sandy Bay Chapel, 8:45 am
Jamestown Chapel, 10:00 am
Head O'Wain Chapel, 10:45 am
For further information please call Pastor 
Graeme Beckett at 22388

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org

BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods

DEVOTIONAL MEETING
THURSDAY EVENINGS

at 8pm.
ALL ARE WELCOME

 Telephone 24525 
“Know ye, verily, that the happiness of man-
kind lieth in the unity and the harmony of the 
human race, and that spiritual and material 
developments are conditioned upon love and 

unity among all men.”
Baha'u'llah

Activities at the Army this weekend
SUNDAY 20 DECEMBER

ECUMENICAL CAROL SERVICE IN 
FRONT OF THE COURT HOUSE STEPS 

GRAND PARADE AT 7.30PM. 
   ALL ARE WELCOME.        

FRIDAY 25 DECEMBER 
FAMILY WORSHIP AT THE HALF TREE 

HOLLOW HALL AT 10AM. 
 ALL ARE WELCOME.

There is always a warm welcome for you at 
the Salvation Army.

If you would like to know more about The Sal-
vation Army’s activities, contact Lt. Coral Yon 

on telephone nos 22703/24358.  
Take care and God bless.
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TIP OF THE WEEK… 

Turning off the 
tap whilst 

brushing your 
teeth could save a 

family of 4 16 
litres per day. £5 

per year 

CHANGES TO PUBLIC TRANSPORT DURING THE FESTIVE SEASON 
 
 
Wednesday 23 December 2015 

 
Route A, B, C and G 

 

These routes will operate as per Thursday 
timetable. 

 

Thursday 24 December 2015 
 

In addition to the usual Thursday routes, 

the following service will be available: 

Route A – Bottom Woods to Jamestown 

Departs Bottom Woods at 4pm & 7.50pm 

Departs Jamestown at 9pm & Midnight 

Route B – White Gate to Jamestown via 
Rosemary Plain 

 

Departs White Gate at 4pm & 7.50pm 

Departs Jamestown at 9pm & Midnight 

Route E – Sandy Bay to Jamestown 

Departs Baptist Chapel, Sandy Bay at 

9am  

Departs Jamestown at 1.30pm 

Route G – Levelwood to Jamestown 

Departs Silver Hill at 4pm & 7.30pm 

Departs Jamestown at 9pm & Midnight 

Friday 25 December 2015 

Route A –  Bottom Woods to Jamestown and 
return  9.30am service cancelled 

 

Route B – White Gate to Jamestown 
 

9.15am service from White Gate to 
Jamestown cancelled 

 

Route C – Jamestown to White Gate via New 

Ground 
 

Midday service to White Gate cancelled 
Route  E  –   Sandy  Bay  to  Jamestown  and 
return cancelled 
 

Route G –  Levelwood to Jamestown and 
return cancelled 
 

Saturday 26 December 2015 
 

Route A – Bottom Woods to Jamestown 
 

9.30am journey cancelled 
 

Departs Bottom Wood 1.50pm & 7.50pm 
 

Departs Jamestown at 9pm 
 

Route B – White Gate to Jamestown 
 

9.15am service from White Gate to Jamestown 
cancelled 
 

Depart White Gate 1.50pm & 7.50pm 
 

Return Journey from Jamestown Departs at 
9pm 
 

Route C –  Jamestown to White Gate via New 
Ground 
 

Midday service to White Gate cancelled 
 

Route  E  –   Sandy  Bay  to  Jamestown 
cancelled 
 

Route G – Levelwood to Jamestown and 
9.30 am journey cancelled 
 

Depart Silver Hill 1.30pm 

Return Journey Departs 

Jamestown 9pm 

 Sunday 27 December 2015 

Routes A & B 
 

Usual time table Sunday routes will operate 
 

MONDAY 28 DECEMBER 2015 
Route A & B – usual timetabled routes will 
operate 
Route C cancelled 
 
Tuesday 29 December 2015 
 

Usual timetable routes will operate 
 

NOTE:  there will not be any service from 
Levelwood 
 

Wednesday 30 December 2015 
 

Usual timetable routes will operate 
 

Thursday 31 December 2015 
 

Usual timetable routes will operate 
 

Friday 1 January 2016 
 

Route A –  Bottom woods to Jamestown and 
return 
 

9.30am service cancelled 
 

Route B – White Gate to Jamestown 
 

9.15am service from White Gate to Jamestown 
cancelled 
 

Route C –  Jamestown to White Gate via New 
Ground 
 

Midday service  to White Gate cancelled 
 

Route  E  –   Sandy  Bay  to  Jamestown  and 
return 
 

Cancelled 
 

Route G – Levelwood to Jamestown and 
return 
 

Cancelled 

Mobile Banking December 2015 
 

 Bank of St Helena would like to advise the public that  
Mobile Banking will take place as of Friday,  
18 December 2015 in the following areas: 

 
H.T.H Supermarket– Friday, 18 December,  

09.30– 13:00pm 
 

Longwood Supermarket -  Monday, 21 December,  
09.30 - 12:00pm 

 
Longwood Supermarket - Wednesday, 23 December,  

09.30 - 14:30pm 
 

Save yourself the trip into Jamestown, have all your bills paid, make a 
withdrawal or a  deposit, request the balance of your account, set up 

your standing order or  submit your remittance requests. 
 

Statement Prints are also available  
 

All of this and much more from your nearest  

H e a d  O f f i c e :  M a r k e t  S t r e e t  ·  J a m e s t o w n  ·  

S t .  H e l e n a  ·  S o u t h  A t l a n t i c  ·  S T H L  1 Z Z  
Tel: +290 22390 · Fax: +290 22553 · e-mail: info@sainthelenabank.com · web: www.sainthelenabank.com  

Established and regulated in St. Helena under the Financial Services Ordinance, 2008 the Company Ordinance, 2004 and the Company Regulations, 2004 
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Courses for January...Are you interested?

Note: These are individual courses and Spaces are limited to 12 people. *Spaces are limited to 
10 people.  **Spaces are limited to 6 people.

Spaces will only be confirmed upon receipt of registration forms by the closing date stated in the 
table.

For further information and registration forms please contact Angela Benjamin at Carnarvon 
Court or Santana Fowler at the ELC

On telephone 22607 or email: clerk@education.gov.sh

Course Title Date Time Trainer Venue Closing 
date

Cost

Career Development 
(Intermediate)

12th
9am-2pmJanuary 

2016
Angela 

Benjamin ELC Hall 05th £2.50 Per 
Person

January 
2016

Fire Safety 13th, 20th & 27th
9am-12pmJanuary 2016 Fire Personnel

ELC Hall, LLS 
Large Training 

Room

06th £5.00 Per 
Person

January 
2016

Manual Handling 
(Intermediate)

14th
9am-12:30pmJanuary 

2016
Anthony 
Thomas ELC Hall 07th £7.50 Per 

Person
January 

2016
*Emergency First 

Response
15th

9am-3pmJanuary 
2015

Anthony 
Thomas ELC Hall 08th £17.50 Per 

Person
January 
2015

**Database for 
Beginners

18th,19th &20th
9am-12:30pmJanuary 2016 Mark Yon LLS IT Suite 11th

N/AJanuary 
2016

 

 

 

The management and staff of Connect Saint 
Helena Ltd would like to wish everyone a 

happy and peaceful festive season! 
 

Any water, sewerage and electricity faults during the 
period 24th December 2015 to 3rd January 2016 should 
be directed to the Power Station on telephone number 

22602. 
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DOMESTIC WASTE COLLECTION 
OVER FESTIVE PERIOD

This year there will be minimal disruption to the domestic waste col-
lection service due to the days that Public Holidays fall on. The only 
change to normal domestic waste collection, and for shops and bars, 
will be:
Jamestown - Collection on Friday 25 December will be changed 
to Saturday 26 December. 
All other domestic waste collections throughout Christmas and New 
Year will remain unchanged.
Bulky Waste Collection Service
The free Bulky Waste Collection Service will stop on Wednesday 16 
December and resume on Monday 11 January. This temporary cessa-
tion is to facilitate the visiting cruise ship on Thursday 17 December 
2015 and to allow waste management operations from 4-8 January 
2016 (clean-up of Crown Land).
Horse Point Landfi ll Site
Horse Point Landfi ll Site will remain open on Monday to Sunday 
from 9am to 3pm but will be closed on Public Holidays as normal. 
The site will be closed on Friday 25 December, Monday 28 De-
cember 2015 and Friday 1 January 2016.
Incineration Service
Incineration services throughout Christmas and New Year will remain 
unchanged.
For more information please contact Derek Henry on 22270 or e-mail 
derek-henry@enrd.gov.sh
SHG, 15 December 2015

 
 
 
 
 
 

RAFFLE WINNERS 
 

As part of Solomon & Company’s 225 Year 
Celebrations, the Company’s Services Division 
held a raffle raising funds for ‘The Family 
Support Trust Fund’ and ‘Making Ends Meet’.   
 
The raffle was drawn on Monday 14 
December 2015 and the two lucky winners of 
‘Two General Workers doing One 8-Hour Days 
Work’ are Linda Richards, Half Way and 
Dorothy Fagan, Botanical Gardens. 
 
The total of £196.00 was raised and £100 
each has been donated to ‘The Family 
Support Trust Fund’ and ‘Making Ends Meet’. 
 
The Services Division wishes to thank all those 
who participated in helping them raise funds 
for these charitable organisations and wish all 
customers a very Merry Christmas. 

A sullen-faced Councillor Les Baldwin 
was taken away by police for his fi rst night 
of a six-month prison sentence on Monday. 
He had been sentenced for making an inde-
cent picture of a 10-12 year old child. Bald-
win, it seems, will not resign from his 
position as councillor, and is con-
sidering an appeal. 
During the sentence Chief 
Magistrate John MacRitchie 
said the court needs to make 
clear to child victims it will 
not tolerate this kind of crimi-
nal behaviour, especially by 
those in place to protect 
them.

This was in direct reference to Baldwin's pre-
vious position as the councillor with responsi-
bility for safeguarding children. 
Despite his position the photograph was found 
on his work laptop. “He's using the laptop he's 

been issued to – among other things – pro-
tect children” to store these photographs, 

the chief magistrate said. 
In an interview with the probation 
offi cer Baldwin had said he thought 
his fellow councillors were bullying 
him by calling for his resignation. 
But the judge called the claim “beg-

gar's belief,” adding that councillors 
were merely “expressing the revulsion 
of every right-thinking member of the 

community.” 
Between being found guilty 

and the sentencing on Mon-
day Baldwin had changed 
his account of what had 
happened. 
In the past he had admit-
ted to downloading the 
photographs, but de-

nied that they were indecent or of children. 
However now he claims that he had not 
actively downloaded the offending picture, 
instead saying it was automatically saved to 
his laptop by a social media site.
But the chief magistrate said that saving the 
picture would have required positive action 
from Mr Baldwin. 
He was criticised for his refusal to accept 
culpability and for not recognising that this 
is a crime which creates a market for the 
abuse of children. This, his position as the 
councillor in charge of safeguarding and the 
young age of the girl were all considered 
aggravating factors.
The magistrates therefore considered it 
was appropriate to sentence Baldwin to the 
maximum sentence contained in the UK 
guidelines, meaning he will face immediate 
imprisonment for six months.
This means that he will not be forced to 
resign from his position as a councillor, 
although it’s unclear whether Baldwin will 
continue to be paid his salary while in pris-
on.

- Magistrates Sentence Sex Offender BaldwinSix Months
August Graham, SAMS
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APPLICATIONS FOR 
DEVELOPMENT PERMISSION

SHG is seeking expressions of interest from suitably qualifi ed 
person(s)/organisations for the handling and management of explo-
sives.

The following are the minimum requirements of the organisation:

• Writing procurement specifi cations for explosives & evaluating 
tenders
• Managing all paperwork regarding export and import of product
• Inspecting on arrival in Jamestown and recommending acceptance 
or otherwise to SHG
• Transport of explosives to safe storage facility & end users
• Verifi cation that all storage and handling will be carried out in ac-
cordance with best industry standards and local legislation
Companies/Persons should be able to evidence their capability, 
qualifi cations and relevant experience in this area.

All expressions of interest should be submitted to the
Corporate Procurement Assistant, The Castle, Jamestown, Saint 
Helena. STHL 1ZZ
Email: noleen.herne@sainthelena.gov.sh
By 12.00 noon on 08th January 2016.

For further information contact Corporate Procurement Assistant on 
telephone No. 22470
Email: noleen.herne@sainthelena.gov.sh

BMW X5 3.0d Sports FOR SALE    

3.0 Ltr Turbo Diesel 218 bhp, 4 Wheel drive, Manual 6 
speed, 5 door, Metallic Green, Leather Interior, 
19''Alloy Wheels, Driver/Passenger Electric Seats – 
(Driver Memory), 9” roof mounted/flip down  DVD 
player, 6 disc CD multi changer, Radio/cassette 
Player, multi function sports steering wheel, Electric 
door mirrors, Electric windows, Aluminium running 
Boards, Immobiliser, Parking aids, Remote central 
locking, Power steering. Multiple Airbags, Rain 
Sensor, Auto XENON headlights, ABS, New tyres 
recently fitted, recently service and passed MOT.  
Price @ £15,000 or very nearest offer, if interested 
call Nicky on 23297 or 61466 

 

UNLAWFUL FLY TIPPING 
AT LANDFILL SITE

Since early November 2015, fl y tipping outside of the Horse Point Landfi ll Site has become a regular and unfortunate occurrence 
throughout the week. Fly tipping of waste is an Offence under the Environmental Protection Ordinance, which states:

Penalty for Unlawful Deposit of Waste
81. (1) A person is guilty of an offence if he deposits or knowingly causes or permits to be deposited any waste in a place to which this 
section applies.
(6) A person who contravenes subsection (1) is guilty of an offence for which the maximum penalty on conviction is (subject to any 
limitation of the powers of the Magistrates’ Court) an unlimited fi ne or imprisonment for fi ve years, or both.
The Landfi ll Manager and Operator have signifi cant responsibilities in managing the Landfi ll site to the highest standards of health & 
safety. This includes domestic, bulky and hazardous waste management, incineration of waste, bird strike mitigation for Airport opera-
tions, engineering of future domestic and bulky waste cells, maintaining the public recycling facility and other waste management opera-
tions and excavations up to 12m deep. 
Environmental Risk Manager, Mike Durnford said:
“Valuable work time is lost when landfi ll staff have to clean up fl y tipping that has occurred outside the site by the inconsiderate and ir-
responsible behaviour of a minority within the community. All fl y tipping will be reported to the Police and investigated.
“The site is not safe for the public when it is unmanned and domestic customers who are unable to access the landfi ll site during opening 
hours are encouraged to book the free bulky waste collection service.
“We are committed to working in partnership with stakeholders for a cleaner and greener St Helena.”
The public is reminded that the opening times for the Horse Point Landfi ll Site are as follows:
• Monday to Sunday - 9am to 3pm 
• Public Holidays - Closed
To book the free bulky waste collection service domestic customers can contact Debby Parkinson at EMD, Scotland, on Tel: 24724 or 
by e-mail on debby.parkinson@enrd.gov.sh.

SHG, 11 December 2015
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Every Week An Estimated 2,500+ People Read 
The Sentinel 

all over the world
Advertise Here to Reach Them All

Our deadline for submissions is
4pm on Tuesdays, or reserve space in advance for a later deadline

Contact us for information or to submit ads to: news@sams.sh

Every back issue of The Sentinel is available at all times from our website, meaning 
ongoing promotion for any advertising placed here

St Helena & Proud

Print Numbers: Up   Download Numbers: Up   Facebook Followers: Up

The Sentinel is online every Monday
FREE to view & download

Insert www.sams.sh



Join our team on SAMS Radio 1, Monday 
to Friday, 7-10am.
All the latest gossip and news from St 
Helena, announcements and music, plus 
different guests each day. It’s a GREAT 
way to get the day started.

Second Chance 
Sunday 
9am every Sunday: Catch up on all 
the best interviews from the week in 
our special, Second Chance Sunday, 
beginning every Sunday at 9am

Latest News, Notices, Adverts and Conversation from St Helena, 24/7, streaming from: www.sams.sh

SUNRISE!
News & Noticeboard 

every week day at: 
3am, 5am, 7am, 
10am, 12pm, 5pm, 7pm, 10pm

SENTINEL INSERT

StreamingStreaming              
IVEIVELLsams.sh

www.

SAMS Radio 1
Interview of the Day 
Afternoons at 5.30pm or 7.30pm. 
A replay in full of interviews 
making the news on St Helena



42

NOTICE BOARD
www.sams.sh Thursday 17 December 2015 | THE SENTINEL

W.A Thorpe & Sons Ltd.
A family business since 1865

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS 2015

We would like to take this opportunity to wish all our customers 
A Very Merry Christmas and a Bright and Prosperous New Year. Happy Holidays!

Monday 14th

Tuesday 15th

Wednesday 16th

Thursday 17th

Friday 18th

Saturday 19th

Sunday 20th

Monday 21st

Tuesday 22nd                

Wednesday 23rd           
Thursday 24th

Christmas Eve
Tuesday 29th

Thursday 31st

2nd January 2016

Grocery Shop
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 8 pm
9 am - 8 pm

10 am - 1 pm
9 am - 8 pm
9 am - 8 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 4 pm
7 pm - 9 pm
9 am - 1 pm
9 am - 1 pm

Tinkers
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 8 pm
9 am - 8 pm

9 am - 8 pm
9 am - 8 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 4 pm
7 pm - 9 pm
9 am - 1 pm
9 am - 1 pm

Wholesale Store
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 1 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 4 pm

9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 1 pm
9 am - 4 pm

9 am - 1 pm
9 am - 1 pm

Emporium 
8 am - 5 pm
8 am - 5 pm
8 am - 5 pm
8 am - 5 pm
8 am - 8 pm
9 am - 8 pm

8 am - 8 pm
8 am - 8 pm
8 am - 5 pm
9 am - 4 pm
7 pm - 9 pm
9 am - 1 pm
9 am - 1 pm

Sandy Bay Shop
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 1 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 5 pm

9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 5 pm
9 am - 1 pm
9 am - 5 pm

9 am - 1 pm
9 am - 1 pm

Back to normal

CLOSED

Dear friends it is my privilege to greet you all as we come to the 
end of another year.  For some of us the year has been diffi cult 

as we have been through sorrow and pain.  But the lord has been 
with us all, giving us daily strength and grace and we give him 

all the glory for helping us.

I wish to take this opportunity to express my appreciation to you 
all who have given so much of your time, money and other 

donations to further the work of god through the salvation army.  
A very sincere thank you to all of you – may god continue to 

bless you all for your commitment and support.

As we look forward to 2016 we step out with faith and joy, 
thanking god for blessings past, present and future and we ask 

his help and his presence to be us in every situation.

Wishing you and your families a very happy christmas and a 
peaceful new year.

Take care and god bless
With lots of love to you all

Lt. Coral and all at the Salvation Army
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GOLF NEWS
St Helena Golf Club Report 
Week ending 13 December 2015

Contributed by Rodney Buckley

18 Hole Stroke Play - Turkey & Ham Competition

Winner: Leon Crowie - 2 under par 66
Runner-up: Gerald George – 1 over par 69
2 Ball winners: Jeffery Stevens on 7th par 3
15 players took part on a sunny afternoon.

Competitions the coming weekend:
Saturday 19th – 18 Hole Medalford -Turkey & Ham
Sunday 20th – 18 Hole ‘Xmas Novelty Game – Four-
somes- Draw for Partner. Tee-off times - 12.30 pm
 
Golf Club Members are reminded that subs for 2016 
are now due, payable by 15th January 2016. Subs can 
be transferred to the Golf Club account at the Bank or 
by transfer slip or cash at the Club House. 

On behalf of the 145 Members of the St Helena Golf Club, 
I wish all in the community a Merry ‘Xmas and Peace, Health and 
Happiness for the coming year.

“He who has no Christmas in his heart will never fi nd Christmas 
under a tree”  - Enjoy the festive season

Leon Crowie was the 
weekends winner on 
a two under par 66

Cracking Christmas Saleg
Discount on
selected items

14th – 24th

December
20152015
Shop now whilstShop now whilst
stocks last!

Visit Bishops Rooms, call 22900 or email service@sure.co.sh
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MUNDENS CHAMPIONSMUNDENS CHAMPIONS
Mundens House Named PAS Athletics Champions 2015Mundens Houseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee  NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaammmmmed PAS Athletics 

Ten records were broken last Friday as Mundens were 
crowned winners of the 2015 Prince Andrew School ath-
letics competition. 
The day began with the exciting cheerleader routines with 

girls from each of the four houses, Cavendish, Dut-
ton, Mundens, and Jenkins, giving it their all. 
After each performance judges chose Caven-
dish as the winners after impressing with a 
routine that included fl ips and other stunts.
The fi rst event of the day was the 1500m which 

put the long distance runners to the test. 
Jenkins Jordan Stevens took the gold 
with an impressive run. 

Competitive spirit could be heard amongst stu-
dents and teachers on the day 
with everyone cheering on their 
house.  At the half way point 
the scores were rather close 

with Mundens edging a nar-
row lead. They sat on 83 
points, Dutton were fi ve 

points behind, Jenkins 
six points off the 

lead with Caven-
dish bringing up 
the rear on 70.
There was so 
much go-
ing on over 
at Francis 
Plain with 
races taking 
place while 

Liam Yon, SAMS

mpetitive spirit could be heard amongst stu-Com
dents and teachers on the day 
with everyone cheering on their 
house.  At the half way point 
the scores were rather close 

with Mundens edging a nar-
row lead. They sat on 83 
points, Dutton were fi ve 

points behind, Jenkins 
six points off the 

lead with Caven-
dish bringing up 
the rear on 70.
There was so 
much go-
ing on over 
at Francis 
Plain with 
races taking 
place while 

Despite good performances 
from individual athletes, it was 
Mundens house that held the 

most impressive team.

Anelka Leo and 
Shawn-Lee Thomas 
picked up the trophy 
for Mundens house 

Competitors from 
each house starting 
the 800m lower 
age boys event 
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fi eld events continued. Jenkin’s David Owen 
was becoming a sensation for the fi eld events 
and even set a new discus record of 27.38m; 
48cm further than the previous record.
Charlotte Hubbard also put on an impressive 

display racking up the points for Dutton. 
She ended the day with two new 

records for the upper-age girl’s 
100m and 200m.

Despite good performanc-
es from individual ath-

letes, it was Mundens 
house that has the 
most impressive 
team. With Anelka 
Leo doing his part 

for the upper-age boys and 

Josh Benjamin and Sean-Lee Thomas win-
ning races for the lower-age, the points be-
gan to rack up. Mundens got a huge points 
boost when both the upper-age and lower-
age boys took gold and set new records in 
the 4x100m relays; giving them double 
points.
At around 3pm the events came to a close 
and it was time for the fi nal results. It was 
last year’s champions Jenkins who fi nished 
fourth this year on 111 points. Third place 
went to Dutton house on 124. Cavendish 
took the runner-up spot after good perfor-
mances saw them claw their way back, fi n-
ishing on 142. But leading the pack all day 
and fi nishing deserved champions were 
Mundens house with 161 points.

Below: 
Cavendish won 

fi rst place in the 
cheerleading 
competition

Charlotte Hubbard also 
put on an impressive 

display racking up the points 
for Dutton. She ended the 
day with two new records 
for the upper-age girl’s 

100m and 200m.

Laura Duncan 
throwing discus 
for Jenkins
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Ross Henry (All Starz) 220
Matthew Benjamin (Pirates) 163

Tyrel Ellick (Warriors) 118
Chris Dawson (Lions) 100
Jordi Henry (Warriors) 85

Leading Run Scorers

Chris Dawson (Lions) 7
Jason George (Barracudas) 7

Lynton Fowler (Pirates) 6
Eugene Williams (Pirates) 5

Jordan Yon (Dolphins) 5

Leading Wicket Takers

CRICKET ROUND UP WEEK 2
Warriors V Dolphins
Western B Warriors scored 308 runs 
against Half Tree Hollow Dolphins on 
Saturday afternoon.  This is the 
second consecutive match where 
Dolphins have conceded a total 
more than 300.  An impressive 
145 run opening partnership from 
Mike-E Williams 65 
and Tyrel Ellick 66 
formed the basis for 
Warriors’ Total.  Jordi 
Henry added 78 and 
Jorden Johnson added 
22.
Mike Harper was 
Dolphins’ best bowl-
er, picking up 4 wick-

St Pauls B V Barracudas
On Sunday St Pauls B scored 173 in 31 overs against 
Jamestown Barracudas.  Stephen Fowler notched up 55 and 
Cliff Richards 46 for St Pauls while Jason George secured 
another 3 wicket haul. Gavin George was Barracudas most 
economical bowler, taking wickets for 12 runs.
Barracudas chased down the required total in 20 overs with 
Mike Arajuo and Gavin George scoring fi fties.  Stephen 
Fowler topped of a good all round performance by pick-
ing up his teams only wickets.
Jason George was the man of the match scooping 3 per-
formance points. Stephen Fowler earned 2 and Gavin 
George 1.

Lions V Pirates
The fi nal match of the weekend saw St Matthews Lions accumulate 288 
against Sandy Bay Pirates.  Chris Dawson anchored Lions’ innings with 
an accomplished batting display that produced 55 runs. Nick Stevens (31) 
Patrick Crowie (41) and Phillip Stroud (49) added to Lions total.
Pirates’ bowlers although expensive did collect 8 wickets. Lynton 
Fowler was Lions best bowler for the second week running.  He 
picked up 3 wickets while conceding 77 runs.
Pirates who scored 294 against St Pauls the week before strug-
gled to get close to such a score this time around.  Although 
the majority of batsmen got starts, it was Lynton Fowler who 
batted in the Number 9 position who top scored with 51. Chris 
Dawson (2/41) Scott Crowie (3/17) and Phillip Stroud (4/26) 
ensured that wickets fell at a steady rate during the run chase.
3 performance points went to Phillip Stroud, Chris Dawson 
Scooped 2 and Lynton Fowler 1.
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Dolphins were always on the back foot dur-

ing the run chase despite the best efforts 
of veteran Batsman Norman Thomas 
whose lengthy spell at the crease yield-
ed 50 runs. Last week’s batting star 
David Young could only manage 18 

runs.
As well as top scoring for War-
riors Jordi Henry (3/28) also 
picked up the most wickets.  
His good all round perfor-
mance earned him 3 per-
formance points.  Tyrel 
Ellick was awarded 2 
and Mike-e Williams 
1.
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Mike-e Williams scored 66 and picked up 1 
performance points on Saturday afternoon

Chris Dawson tops the wicket taking charts and  
sits a 4 in the leading run scorers chart
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ZODIACS SHINE ON Zodiacs pick up comfortable win over Mustangs in their fi rst game 
of the season despite losing key players

Saturday 12 December 2015
Mustangs 104 Zodiacs 105/2

Warriors 303/8 Dolphins 110
Norman Thomas 50
Mike Harper 4/66

Jordi Henry 78
Jordi Henry 3/28

Dax Richards 58*
Dax Richards 3/21

Antonio Green 41
Luke Bennett 1/3

Sunday 13 December 2015
St Pauls 173 Barracudas 174/2

Lions 288/8 Pirates 132
Lynton Fowler 51
Lynton Fowler 3/77

Chris Dawson 58
Phillip Stroud 4/26

Stephen Fowler 55
Stepehen Fowler 2/59

Mike Araujo 55*
Jason George 3/28

Saturday 19 December 2015
Mustangs Pirates8.45am

Lions St Pauls1.15pm

Sunday 20 December 2015

Rebels All Starz1.15pm

Warriors Zodiacs8.45am

DolphinsOrganiser

DolphinsOrganiser

BarracudasOrganiser

BarracudasOrganiser

D Richards 3, A Green 2, C Buckley, 1

J Henry, T Ellick 2, M Williams, 1

J George 3, S Fowler 2, G George, 1

P Stroud 3, C Dawson 2, L Fowler, 1

CRICKET RESULTS

CRICKET FIXTURES

Mustangs 104 - 105/2 Zodiacs
Sat 12 December 2015 - Match Report

Continued from back page

came to an end when he was dissmissed for 41
Shane Hicks Williams then produced a barrage 
of big hitting to take Mustangs score past 100.  
But he was later outdone by a slower delivery 
from Cruyff Buckley that crashed into his mid-
dle stump. Luke Bennett’s was the last wicket 
to fall and Mustangs fi nished on 109.
Zodiacs began their run chase with a new look 
opening partnership.  Regular opening bats-
man Jamie Essex has since departed for the 

UK so youngster Christian George went to the 
top of the order with Dax Richards.
The pair looked comfortable at the crease al-
though there were some signs of pre season 
rustiness.  Richards put in a commanding dis-
play, punishing the bad balls whilst respectful-
ly defending the good ones.  He did the bulk 
of the scoring while George bravely defended 
his stumps.  George was eventually dismissed, 
but this only brought together Zodiacs’ most 
prolifi c batsmen.  Richards and Anders Bow-
ers slowly took apart Mustangs bowling attack 
advancing Zodiacs tally without any major in-
cident, until Bowers was caught at deep extra 

cover by Green to give Bennett his fi rst wicket 
of the season.  It was then left to Richards and 
Leon Yon to see Zodiacs over the line and win 
their fi rst three points of the season.
Richards picked up 3 performance points, 
Green 2 and Buckley 1

Luke Bennett goes for a pull shot in Saturdays match

Shane Williams opening the bowling for Mus-
tangs on Saturday morning

Youngster Christian George replaced Jamie 
Essex at the top of the Zodiacs Batting order
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ZODIACS SHINE ON
Zodiacs pick up comfortable win over Mustangs in their fi rst game of 
the season despite losing key players Damien O’Bey, SAMS

Despite losing a number of key players during the off season, James-
town Zodiacs began their 2015/16 campaign with a win over Western A 
Mustangs on Saturday Morning.
Having won the toss Mustangs chose to bat, and an industrious partner-
ship between Antonio Green and Martin Plato got them off to a good 
start before Tiaan-Dre Kaap (2/19) bowled Plato.
Green looked in great nick, content to work the good balls for singles 
and dispatch the poor ones to the boundary. His innings included an 
array of shots which saw the left hander pick up runs on either side of 
the wicket.
At the other end, Mustangs lost wickets at regular intervals; Callum El-
lick who made the switch from Jamestown Barracudas came in at three 
and was bowled for a fi rst ball duck. Robert George and Green then 
combined to produce a productive partnership and Mustangs gradually 
increased their total, but George perished and Green’s stay at the crease 

Continued inside...
See inside for reports on the weekends cricket action ...

Mustangs 104 - 105/2 Zodiacs
Sat 12 December 2015 - Match Report

Dax Richards, led Zodiacs to victory on Saturday

Antonio Green top scored with 41 for Mustangs


