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Andrew Turner, SAMS

O

n Sunday an RAF operated C130J Hercules landed on St
Helena Airport. The flight was commissioned by DFID and it was
intended that the plane would conduct an assessment of the operating and landing conditions at the Airport. See page 9 for more...
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ST HELENA SNIPPETS

100 Years of
Brotherhood
St Helena Cubs
Celebrate 100 Years
Roxanna Williams, SAMS

T

he Cub Scouts held a Promise Party on
Friday 16 December at New Horizons Hard
Court in Jamestown. The event was held to
celebrate the Cubs 100th Anniversary. Cub
scouting officially started in the UK in 1916
on 16th December.
“At sixteen minutes past seven this evening,
at precisely the same time, scouts around the
world are celebrating the 100th anniversary,”
Cub Scout Leader Mark Yon told The Sentinel. “We do a lot for the kids in terms of preparing them for life, giving them life skills
and it starts from a very young age all the way
through to teenage years, we try to make sure
that they have a good foundation.”
Scouting starts from Beavers which are for
six to eight year old boys, they then become
Cubs until they are ten and a half, then they become Scouts until they are about fifteen years
old, after this they go on to become Explorer
Scouts which is the final stage of scouting.

Former members of the St Helena Scouts went
on to achieve great things; one example would
be Captain Rodney Young who became the
Captain of the RMS St Helena.
After the Cubs sang happy birthday and blew
out the candles on the cake, they all gathered
to say the Cubs promise and enjoyed a BBQ
meal. The event ended after a series of activities.

Blowing In
The Wind
DFID “Failed The
Residents Of St
Helena” Say UK
Public Accounts
Committee
Andrew Turner, SAMS

S

t Helena Airport has again featured in a
series of articles in UK newspapers. Nine
newspapers wrote about the recent UK Public Accounts Committee meeting where DFID
funding of the airport was criticised.
The report made strong criticisms of DFID
and stated that, “It is staggering that the department did not foresee and address the impact of difficult wind conditions on landing
commercial aircraft safely.”
During the meeting DFID refused to tell the

PAC who was responsible for the oversight in
the decision making process until their own
reviews are completed. The PAC has recommended that DFID should send a copy of the
review as soon as it is completed to identify,
“who was accountable for the failure to identify this key issue.”
The PAC have also requested that DFID do
further work on their projected tourism figures as they are “extremely sceptical” about
these numbers. They went on to question if the
airport really would reduce DFID subsidy to
St Helena. They theorised that even with projected tourism figures it would not be enough

to sustain the island.
In the document Charles Darwin was quoted
with his discovery of wind shear conditions
when he was on the island in 1836. DFID
were asked, “how, if Charles Darwin could
have experienced and described the problem
of wind shear on St Helena in 1836, it commissioned a £285.5m airport, paid for by the British taxpayer, without properly appreciating the
danger of this effect.”
The PAC concluded their summary by saying,
“thus far, the department has unquestionably
failed the residents of St Helena and the British taxpayer.”
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Singing in Christmas

Pilling Primary School Holds Christmas Bonanza

A
pproximately 200 people gathered at Pilling Primary School on Wednesday 14 December at 6pm, for their annual Christmas
Bonanza. There were about ten stalls set up at
the school, selling a wide range of items from
clothes and shoes to hand bags and sweets.
Jodi Joshua who was selling items at one of
the stalls told The Sentinel, “It has been quite
successful, I have sold quite a few items, there
is lots of people and lots of interest which is
really good.”
Tea and cakes and hot food were also on sale.
There was an activity room set up for the children with loads of fun crafts to take part in.

Getting into
the Spirit of
Christmas

Santa Claus was there giving out little treats
to all the children after arriving in a fire truck.
The highlight of the event was the live Christmas concert featuring adults and children
which started at around 7:30pm. The show
was split into two parts to allow time for raffle
draws. The audience sat and watched as the
wonderful performances took place.
“We’ve got a really good crowd of people here
this evening and we have a concert as well to
let the children show off their talents, we’ve
also got adults taking part and it is going really well,” Head Teacher, Ms Elaine Benjamin
concluded.
Santa’s Grotto at Kingshurst Community Centre

Fun Day at Kingshurst
Andrew Turner, SAMS

T

he Christmas season really hit off with
a special Christmas themed afternoon at the
Kingshurst Community Centre last saturday.
The event featured a Christmas market where
people sold clothes, DVDs and ornaments.
One stall featured an array of recycled products such as pigs and Minion vases made from
used plastic water bottles. Pine cones had also
been decorated to make Christmas ornaments.
Sweet Nest and Shirley’s Ice Cream Van provided a sugar boost for the kids and a tuck
shop was set up selling hot food and locally
made burgers.

Roxanna Williams, SAMS

Kids were entertained by inflatable outdoor
games. Modelling balloons were also blown
up and the children converted them into animals, hats and swords.
The grownups enjoyed a cash bar selling
mulled wine and listened to the live music that
was provided by Route 66.
At 3pm Santa arrived and proceeded to dance
around the Community Centre before settling
in his grotto. From there he distributed gifts of
boxed chocolates to all the children.
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SENTINEL Lighting Up The Night
COMMENT
Jane Durnford, SAMS

I

t’s that time of year again with the festive
season literally on our doorstep. As the saying goes ‘Tis the season to be jolly,’ I wish
to make the following comments ... (and
please don’t think I am being a Grinch).
Firstly for all island residents, those who
might have forgotten and to visitors who
are here for a few weeks, please be aware
that the police are currently running a
drink drive campaign themed ‘Don’t get
smashed!’ I would like everyone out there
to use the many taxi services that do a brilliant job of getting you home after a great
night out. Drinking and driving can wreck
lives. It’s not just about possibly losing your
licence or paying a hefty fine, but more importantly about public safety. Don’t take the
risk of driving whilst under the influence of
alcohol!
My second comment to anyone out there
who is planning to give kittens or puppies as
presents this Christmas, please understand
these small cute animals will soon grow up
and develop personalities that will be different to when they are small. The once cute
puppy given as a gift can possibly become
tied up in the garden to act as a doorbell,
sometimes without proper shelter or enough
to drink. The once playful kitten soon fending for itself like a discarded toy, as we see
all too often around the Castle Gardens.
Caring for a pet is a big responsibility and a
commitment for their whole life. So please
don’t make this gesture lightly, as animals,
like humans, deserve a caring and loving
home.
And finally the Chief Justice left the island
on the RMS on Wednesday after being here
since 16 November, for a full session of
Supreme Court. I was ready to undertake
my civic duty for jury service but I wasn’t
selected this time. I do feel sorry for the
Judge, he travels all this way and often
sees the same people time and time again.
Wouldn’t it be nice the next time he is planning his trip down, to be told, “this year we
only have civil matters to attend to?” Come
on people, while the world around us seems
to be going mad, lets at least live together
peacefully on St Helena.
But I would like to also take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry Christmas
and don’t make it memorable for the wrong
reasons!

South Atlantic Media Services, Ltd.,
The Media Centre, Castle Gardens,
Jamestown, St Helena, South Atlantic
Ocean, STHL 1ZZ. Tel: 22727
E: news@sams.sh, W: www.sams.sh

Festival Of Lights 2016

O

ne of the years’s most anticipated events,
the Festival of Lights, brought a bright and
colourful flare to the Christmas season. Hundreds of people dressed in Christmas outfits
that were laced with bright and flashing lights
and paraded their way down through Jamestown alongside the decorated floats.

Andrew Turner, SAMS

People were treated to loud Christmas music
and a snow machine that brought a little bit
of traditional Christmas to St Helena. The
Kingshurst Dragon also made an appearance
dancing down the street.
The parade finished at the Grand Parade where
people dispersed to enjoy their night.

Sandy Bar Community
Centre will be hosting a New
Years Eve Family night from
8pm.
Cash bar and hot food will
be available.
Entry fee is £1 for adults and
50p for children.
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YOUR LETTERS

Obituary

MOONSHINES BAR

We regret to announce the
death of David Hollamby on
3rd November 2016.

23rd December - Music will
be provided by Wayne Crowie
from 8.30pm

He served as Governor of
St.Helena from June 1999
until September 2004.

24th December - Tunes from the
bar from 8pm

He is survived by his wife
Helena, and stepsons Jeffrey
and Steven, and their
families. May he rest in
peace.

28th December - Bar close for
private function

Correction:
In paragraph 5 of the 15 December
Sentinel, in the article Memorial for
Zulu
Chiefs, the date 1907-2010 is incorrect. It should read 1907-1910.
Apologies to all concerned.

31st December - New Years Eve
Bar open from 8pm music for
dancing will be provided by
Jeremy Johns
Otherwise the Bar will from
4pm during the holiday period

Merry Xmas & a
Peaceful New Year to all
Our Customers.

Firstly thank you so very much to those who nominated me for WISH 2016 Woman
of the Year award.
Whatever I've done within the community is through love of the Island and its
wonderful people. In many ways the Island has given far more to me than I have to
it over the many years of a challenging yet thoroughly rewarding life. With a good
man at my side in Keith I've been fortunate to be able to do what I have.
There are many other women in our community who are equally deserving of recognition, just doing their thing quietly and often out of the public view.
I hope the community appreciates them as they are integral to the well-being of St
Helena's community life and retaining the very caring character of Saints which is
so important to the Island's past, how it is now and how it will shape the future.
Thank you again for this totally unexpected honour and I look forward to returning
to the island in early February all being well.
Cathy Hopkins

Dear Editor,
It is time to come out of denial.
Last week, as I'm sure everyone knows by
now, the Public Accounts Committee released a document lambasting DfID for the
failings at St Helena Airport.
And that's the word, failings. Because they
are failings, however much people try to
claim they are not.
'How can you say it's a failure when lives
have been saved?' the optimists ask. What
a ridiculous argument.
Saving lives is not the purpose of the airport, it is an added bonus. If saving lives
was ultimate aim, why not build a brand
new hospital for a fraction of the money?
Many more lives could be saved that way.
No. This airport was about making St
Helena financially independent. And that
tourists aren't landing there is a failure.
We need a grown up discussion about the
mistakes that were made, and we need to
publish those mistakes, because otherwise
they will be repeated, on St Helena and
elsewhere. Shout it from the rooftops!
So for all those full of criticism, saying
that this is giving the island a bad name,
remember adults admit their mistakes and
try to solve them in an open way.
I'm rooting for success and hope it comes
soon.
Yours
August Graham

To Families & Friends that we never
forget.
Wishing you all a Merry Xmas and a
Happy New Year.
Love to you all.
Vera Scipio, Jeanette & Carolyn.
London, UK.

To a special and wonderful
Daughter and Sister Karis
Coleman and Austin of
Sodexco Falklands.
Have a nice Christmas will
be thinking of you both.
For my number one Auntie Bubba
and Austin Pigeon.
Have a wonderful Christmas wish
you were here.
Love you and miss you everyday.
Barney hugs and big kisses.
From Little Kaiden x

Love you and miss you more
and more.
From Mum, Dad, Brother
Shane and Sister Gemma x

Nicola and Andrew McHugh
send Christmas greetings to all
our friends on St Helena. We
hope that you are having a Merry
Christmas and will have a happy
and healthy New Year.

6

www.sams.sh

Thursday 22 December 2016 | THE SENTINEL

NOTICE BOARD
The Management & Staff of RJI
wish all our customers old and new,

A Merry Christmas
&
A Very Happy New Year

,

Thank you for using our services, we look
forward to being of service to you again in ‘2017’

Richard James International Ltd
Worthy Road, Chittening Industrial Estate,
Avonmouth, Bristol BS11 0YB
Tel: +44 117 9828575 Fax: + 44 117 9826361
Email: mail@richard-james.co.uk website: www.richard-james.co.uk

Installation of Chilled Storage Units
Enterprise St Helena invites expressions of interest from the public to undertake works rela ng to
the installa on of flat packed DIY Chilled Storage Units, at either or both of the following loca ons,
with works to be completed by the end of January 2017:
x

Jamestown Market —reconfigure exis ng storage area at rear of the building, create level
floor and install 1 No. Chilled Unit, including provision of single phased electrical point.
AND / OR
x Longwood Enterprise Park— install 2 No. Chilled Units within Pack House facility, including
provision of single phased electrical points.
Interested persons are to register their interest in wri ng to Mandy O’Bey at the Enterprise St
Helena Oﬃce, Ladder Hill Business Park or email mandy.obey@esh.co.sh no later than 12 noon on
Wednesday, 4th January 2017.
Please contact Clare Harris on telephone number 22920 or Email:
clare.harris@esh.co.sh if you require further informa on.

The Economic Development Group | Head Oﬃce | ESH Business Park | Ladder Hill
Tel: +290 22920 | Fax: +290 22166 | Email: info@esh.co.sh
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Sticking Around for Christmas

Galapagos Sharks on Ascension Island

Sharks on Ascension Continue to be Sighted

In August of this year large Galapagos sharks
were spotted around the pier head on Ascension Island. Four months later the Ascension
Island Conservation Group have now set up
an online survey for islanders to record their
shark sightings and Ascension’s Wildlife Protection Ordinance is also due to become updated to make it illegal to harm shark’s in the
island’s waters.
The Ascension Shark Survey results so far
have shown that the maximum number of
sharks that have been seen at one time is seventeen, with most of these sightings being

around the Georgetown pier head area. Other
sightings include Boatswainbird Island on the
east side of the island and Pan Am beach area
in the southwest.
Three species of sharks have been recorded by
survey participants - Galapagos Sharks, Scolloped Hammerhead and Whale Shark. Marine
Fisheries Scientist Dr Rob Mrowicki told
The Sentinel, “Seven other species have also
been recorded in Ascension’s waters – Bigeye
Thresher, Shortfin Mako, Blue Shark, Tiger
Shark and Pygmy Shark.”
The already-tagged sharks appear to stay
mainly inshore, with one Tiger Shark ending

Hannah Durnford, SAMS
up at the coast of Brazil. However, the island’s
conservation group are aiming to tag more
shark species in 2017.
“We suspect that many of the sharks seen
recently at the pier head are the same ones
that first started making an appearance a few
months ago. Along with raising awareness
about sharks, the conservation department is
continuing satellite tagging work to understand the movements of sharks around the
island, the results of which will inform additional protection measures” Dr Mrowicki said.

Sorted in Time for
the Festive Season
Allsorts Shop Receives Make Over
Donna Crowie, SAMS

A
llsorts shop in Sandy bay closed their
doors to customers on Sunday 11 Dec afternoon for expansion and renovation.
In three days, Gavin Williams Construction
team transformed a small but convenient store,
which had been providing a reliable and valuable service to its customers for some 15 years
into a spacious, accommodating and more
modern amenity.
The store reopened to the public on Thursday
15 Dec.
Julie Thomas, owner of this venture along
with her brothers and sister said, “Today is a
momentous occasion for all of us. Allsorts
Shop was the brainchild of our late parents
and to achieve this milestone today in unison
with my siblings is heartwarming. The past
two years have presented many changes and
challenges, but today signifies a new era for

Leatrice Vanguard and Julie Thomas
all four of us. This marks the start of new beginnings."
Allsorts Shop is currently opened on Mondays
& Tuesdays from 1pm to 5pm, Wednesdays
and Fridays from 1pm to 6pm, Saturdays from
9am to 4pm and on Sundays from 9am to 1pm.
The shop will be opened during the festive period every day except for Christmas & New
Years Day. Opening hours are posted at the
shop premises.
A regular customer told the Sentinel "we are
happy with the new renovated store, now can
bring our kids to the shop without squeezing
from one shelf to the next."

In closing Julie added, “the workmanship of
Gavin, David and Chris are to be commended.
The facelift that the shop has received is outstanding and for this to be achieved in three
days is remarkable. In addition, I would like
to pay tribute to a few significant people who
have been extremely supportive throughout
the past few years. Firstly Keith & Molly
Fowler who have been a pillar of strength for
me throughout, Leatrice Vanguard, our shop
manager who has proven to be an irreplaceable asset and her family and finally, my immediate family Waylon, Erin & Rhys who
mean the world to me. I thank you all."
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GREAT SUPPORT FOR
POPPY APPEAL
Corporate Support would like to extend sincere thanks to all who supported this year’s fund raising in aid of the Poppy Appeal Fund, and attended
the Remembrance Sunday Service on 13 November 2016.
The sum of £2365.26 was raised this year, and will be sent on behalf of St Helena Island, to The Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal in the UK.
Special thanks are extended to Mike Durnford for his continued voluntary support to the Poppy Appeal Fund, and to his team of volunteers - DC
Louise Scott, Lieutenant Coral Yon, Nicholas and Phyllis Yon of the Salvation Army, Barry Stroud, Councillor Ward Pearce, HE Governor Lisa
Phillips, Leaders, and all Guides & Brownies - who assisted in raising public awareness and promoting Remembrance Sunday. Thanks also to the
St Helena Fire Service for their assistance with the setting up of the marquee and to Johnny Dillon for the use of the Mule Yard and the PA system.
Sincere thanks to all the voluntary organisations and the wreath layers who participated in this year’s Remembrance Service, and to all who made
generous contributions to the Poppy Appeal Fund, including Sure South Atlantic Ltd and the RMS St Helena. Thanks are also extended to all who
continue to generously support the Poppy Appeal, including the local shops, Gilbert Young and his team, Connect Saint Helena Ltd, Cecily Bateman,
Alton Isaac and Printech.
We look forward to your continued support and dedication to the Poppy Appeal Fund and Remembrance Sunday Service in 2017.
SHG
14 December 2016

THE SENTINEL | Thursday 22 December 2016

www.sams.sh

9

WORLD NEWS SNIPPETS

A Perfect Landing

World NEWS
Merkel Condemns Berlin
Market Attack
Angela Merkel has described the Christmas
market lorry attack in Berlin that killed at
least 12 on Monday evening as a gruesome
deed that would be particularly repugnant
if it was confirmed to have been carried out
by someone who came to the country as a
refugee.

RAF Land on St Helena Airport

O

n Sunday an RAF-operated C130J Hercules landed on St Helena Airport. The flight was
commissioned by DFID and it was intended
that the plane would conduct an assessment
of the operating and landing conditions at the
airport.
The plane flew out from Ascension Island after
an early departure. The plane was originally
intended to land at 4:30 but instead did its first
flyover at 1:20. After a few more flyovers it
touched down on runway 20 at 1:26.
The plane made assessments of the wind from
both approaches and chose runway 20 as the

Andrew Turner, SAMS
preferable option. Despite its reputation for
wind shear the landing on that end was smooth
with no issues and the plane was able to slow
down before the apron and taxi straight off the
runway.
While on-island the plane did a flyby of
Jamestown and conducted a few test flights
over the runway. They then departed on Monday morning.
The crew consisted of RAF pilots and the aircraft technicians who will write a report on the
landing conditions.

“For now we know little of this deed for
certain,” the German chancellor, dressed in
black, told a press conference. “But given
the current information we have we have
to assume we are dealing with a terrorist attack.”
Early on Tuesday morning, a special police
commando unit stormed a refugee shelter
in Berlin where the suspected driver of the
lorry was registered.
The raid took place at 4am (0300 GMT),
eight hours after the attack on the market in
the German capital, which killed 12 people
and injured about 48.
The refugee shelter is housed in a former
hangar of the disused Tempelhof airport,
which is home to about 2,000 refugees. Police seized a laptop and a mobile phone during the raid, but did not arrest anyone.
The suspected attacker, who was taken into
custody shortly after the attack, is believed
to be a 23-year-old of Pakistani origin who
arrived in Germany via the so-called Balkan
route used by refugees either in December
last year or February this year. He has denied
any involvement, interior minister Thomas
de Maizière said. He was not known to security forces for any suspicious activity related
to radicalism.
Merkel, who is standing for a fourth term
in office in next autumn’s federal elections,
said it would be a heavy burden to know the
attack might have been carried out by an asylum seeker.
“It would be particularly hard to bear for all
of us if it was confirmed that a person had
committed this crime who had asked for protection and asylum in Germany,” she said,
referring to the estimated 1 million people
who came to Germany last autumn and who
continue to arrive in large numbers.
Abridged story from www.theguardian.com
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Have you ever wanted to work on a tropical island?
ASCENSION ISLAND
GOVERNMENT

We are looking for a Cook to work
as part of the Residency team on Ascension Island
(Package up to £28,000)
The Ascension Island Government is currently looking for a Residency Cook. Working as part of the
Residency household staff, this role is responsible for managing the kitchen at the Residency,
planning menus, managing stock and preparing and cooking high quality food, for official functions
and, where required, the Administrator’s family.
Ascension is a small volcanic island situated in the sub-tropical South Atlantic with a warm stable
climate (26-34°C), excellent beaches and unique biodiversity. This is a unique opportunity to
contribute to our future success and to be part of a welcoming and friendly island community.
This role requires flexible working (including working regular evenings and occasional weekends) in
order to cater for official functions at the Residency and other locations required by the Administrator.
This is an accompanied post. As such, the successful candidate may be accompanied by a spouse,
and children (up to 18 years old).
We are offering a two year contract with a package worth up to £28,000 (£8000 salary and a benefits
package of up to £20,000, dependent upon single or accompanied status). Benefits include:
x
x
x
x
x
x

37.5 hour working week
Rent free accommodation (with electricity and water allowances)
Food allowance (up to £5936)
Relocation package
One passage to the country of residence for you and the dependents living with you on
Ascension
30 days annual holiday (with additional 9 days public holidays)

This appointment will be subject to:
x Employment References
x Satisfactory Medical Clearance
x Criminal Records Check
We are looking for the post holder to start no later than February 2017.
Closing Date:

09 January 2017

Interviews will be carried out via Skype or teleconference

For more information and to apply visit: www.ascension-island.gov.ac/working-here/
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New Beginnings

Diana and Anthony Essex and their staff of A&D’s

A&D’s Mini Mart Move
into New Premises
Roxanna Williams, SAMS

D
iana and Anthony Essex officially opened
their new shop on Thursday 15 December. 50
guests attended a small ceremony where co
owner Diana Essex began the ceremony by
saying a few words. Lieutenant Coral Yon said
a prayer and then blessed the new premises.
“Good Morning everyone and thank you all
for coming along and celebrating the official
opening of our new shop,” Diana Essex said.
The project started in 2013, “everything was
trials and difficulties, it took basically three
years to complete,” Diana said. The new shop
is spacious and will enhance the shopping experience for customers. The products in the
new shop are the same as they had in the first
shop, “but we will see as we go along what

else we can add on,” Diana added.
Anthony took on the ribbon-cutting duties.
Guests raised a glass of non-alcoholic Champagne as a toast to Anthony and Diana and
their new project and then browsed around the
shops shelves.
To make the occasion, four celebratory tins of

chocolates and biscuits were given away for
prizes to the four winners of their lucky draw.
“I think the opening was very successful, I was
very impressed with the turn out and I am very
excited at this moment,” Diana explained.
The doors to the shop were opened to the public from 10:30am.

Festive Season: St Helena Coffee Shop

The St Helena Coffee Shop management and staff would like to thank you all
for your valued support and custom throughout the year and wish you all a
Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year!!
Please be advised that we will operate as follows over the festive season:
x Open on Saturday 24th December, 8:00am to 12:30pm and close
thereafter.
x Re-open on Saturday 31st December, 8:00am to 12:30pm and close
thereafter.
x We next open on Tuesday 3rd January 2017, 8:00am to 3:00pm and
revert to our normal operating schedule from then.
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NOTICE BOARD
ST HELENA NATURE CONSERVATION GROUP
If you are interested in discovering St Helena's hidden beauty and learning about its endemic plant
species in friendly and welcoming company please come along to one of the events taking place in
December.

Longwood House Endemic Garden: Thursday 22nd December
Help tidy up the islands showcase endemic garden at Longwood House from 4.30pm. There will be
lots of plants and mulch for everyone to get their hands dirty!

Monthly Post Box Walk: South West Point on Saturday 31st
December Meet at Thompsons wood at 10am.
Monthly SNCG meeting: Wednesday 4th January At Essex House,
Jamestown from 6.30pm.
For more information about the group please e-mail

sthelenanatureconservation@gmail.com
or visit our website at http://www.shncg.org/

Dedicated to protecting and promoting St Helena’s unique natural environment.

APPLICATION FOR
DEVELOPMENT PERMISSION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an Application has been received in respect of the following proposal:
1.
Proposed Abattoir Soakaway System, Bamboo Hedge Garden, Sandy Bay on Land Parcel No. 0195 in the
Sandy Bay East Registration Section, adjacent to the property of Mr Gilbert Lester Legg
2.
Proposed Siting of Platform & Transformer with Ducted Cable Crossings of The Run for upgrade of Electricity Supply to Hotel at 1,2 & 3 Main Street, Jamestown on Land Parcel No. 050045, 050012 in the Jamestown Registration Section, adjacent to the property of Mr Keith Yon & Mr Reginald Yon
3.
Proposed 2 Bedroom Dwelling and temporary Workshop Structure, Fishers Valley, Longwood on Land Parcel
No. 0116 in the Longwood South Registration Section, adjacent to Mr Henry Piek
Copies of the Application and Plans may be inspected at the Planning and Building Section, Essex House, Main Street,
Jamestown, Monday to Friday, from 8.30 am to 4 pm.
Any person who wishes to make representations on the above Application(s) should make them in writing within 14
days, to the Planning Office, Essex House, Main Street, Jamestown or email Karen-Isaac@enrd.gov.sh
Public Review Commencement Date
Public Review Closing Date
David Taylor
Locum Chief Planning Officer

: 22 December 2016
: 06 January 2017
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NOTICE BOARD
Babcock International Group
BBC ATLANTIC RELAY STATION
ENGLISH BAY
ASCENSION ISLAND
ASCN 1ZZ

Tel +247 66800
Fax: +247 66117
www.babcockinternational.com

Vacancy for General Maintenance Assistant - MECHANICAL
Babcock has a vacancy for a full-time General Maintenance Assistant.
The post holder will form part of the team that is responsible for the Maintenance of HV Diesel
Engines for Electricity Generation, Water Production & Distribution and other mechanical
maintenance related duties under the Power Station functions.
This post will be offered either on a single or accompanied status, fixed-term contract.
Accommodation will be either a single en-suite room with self catering facilities or a bungalow, if
accompanied. Any offer of employment will be conditional on passing a medical examination.
Essential Qualifications & Experience
• Good understanding of Safety procedures and Safe Working Practices, particularly in the
Mechanical area.
• Competent in the use of hand tools, power tools and workshop machinery within the
Mechanical area.
• Basic Knowledge of Vehicular maintenance.
• Manual Handling Training and other Statutory Safety Training specific to role.
• Knowledge of working with hazardous substances used as part of function.
• Strong self-motivation and ability to work with minimum supervision.
• Ability and willingness to work flexible hours and be available for call-outs and faults outside of
working hours.
• Possession of current driving licence up to B category.
• Basic Computer/Keyboard skills.
Desirable Qualifications / Experience
• Experience of Power Stations’ operations and maintenance work.
• Experience in Diesel Generators Engines overhaul and maintenance.
• Knowledge of Power Generation Systems, using large diesel engines and wind-turbines.
• Basic working knowledge and understanding of RO Plants Operation and Maintenance.
• Understanding of Water Testing and Sampling to Supervised Practitioner level.
• Ability to work at heights with reference to maintenance of Wind Turbines.
• Operation of vehicles up to 7.5 tonnes axle weight, Cranes or Fork Lift Trucks.
• Competent in painting & rust treatment.
• Use of Email, Microsoft Word and Excel at Basic Level.
Further Qualifications/Experience requirements are detailed in the Job Description.
Please contact the Administrative Assistant on +247 66800 (Extn 101) or email
Shelley.Knipe@babcock.co.ac for a Job Application Form, Job Description and for further
information regarding the post.
Applications to be sent to:
Admin Officer
BBC Atlantic Relay Station, English Bay
Ascension Island (or email Shelley.Knipe@babcock.co.ac )
Applications should be submitted on a Babcock job application form, and must be received by Friday
30th December 2016.
Babcock Communications Limited
Registered in England and Wales No. 3196204
Registered Office: 33 Wigmore Street London W1U 1QX
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Merry Christmas
From The Sentinel

C
hristmas is just around the corner, and everyone is getting into the festive Spirit around the island. This week to celebrate Christmas The
Sentinel team have put together a piece to show off what Christmas truly means to us.

What Christmas
Means to Me...
Jane Durnford, SAMS

ISt Helena
really do look forward to the Christmas holidays here on
with the warm weather.
This year there will be no pool in gardens as we should all be
using water sparingly.
During the holidays I plan to be lying on my sun lounger in the
garden with a good book in the sun.
Hopefully next year, we will be able to fly off the island for a
Christmas break.

Why This Picture Screams
Christmas to Me...
Jeremy Johns, SAMS

C

hristmas is the one holiday in which gifts are in abundance. But every
time I see a Christmas present, it gets me thinking about the least fortunate
human being in the world. They might not know anything about Christmas,
nor where the next meal is coming from. Therefore, I strongly believe to give
a gift rather than to receive one is it truly an act of a humbling nature.

What Reminds Me
of Christmas...
Hannah Durnford, SAMS

O

ur family Christmas tree rmeinds me of Christmas. It
has been around ever since my first Christmas and whenever
the family comes together to decorate it, I know Christmas
is just around the corner.
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What Makes
Christmas For Me...
Anne Clarke, SAMS

M
y daughter, friends, family, St Helena, wine and decorations...that is what makes Christmas for me. I hope all of our
readers have a brilliant Christmas and an amazing 2017.

What Christmas Means
to Me...
Roxanna Williams, SAMS

T
he Christmas tree is my favourite little piece of Christmas. With the decorations, lights, presents and don’t forget the star or angel at the very top of the
beautiful tree, it immediately starts to feels like Christmas. My favourite part
is when my family gathers around the tree on Christmas morning to open our
presents.

Where Christmas
Begins...
Andrew Turner, SAMS

F

or me it never quite feels like Christmas until the Pilling Christmas Concert. Ever since I was a kid at pilling its
something I’ve endeavoured never to miss. I may not enjoy
all the music but the atmosphere there is what truly makes it
feel like Christmas to me.

The Smell of
Christmas ....
Donna Crowie, SAMS

C
hristmas isn't Christmas without the smell of Christmas lillies and the
taste of delicious homemade mince pies dusted with icing sugar and the joys
of receiving Christmas cards from within family and friends.
Merry Christmas everyone and enjoy your holidays.
Even in the current water shortage the flamboyant tree in my back garden
blooms to remind me that Christmas is here.

Damien O’Bey, SAMS

L

ike most things in life Christmas changes with age. As you
get older it takes on a new meaning. Many of us are just grateful for the break from the ‘Rat Race’. Christmas time on island
is like no other place in the world and the holidays allow us to
truly appreciate all of St Helena’s natural beauty. You get to
enjoy the island’s stunning scenery in the Christmas sun and
then as darkness creeps in, the celebratory mood heightens further. That’s what Christmas on St Helena means to me. Merry
Christmas Everybody!
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Bank of St Helena Ltd – Extracts from the Directors’ Report 2015/16
The Bank is a Limited Company incorporated in St Helena and the St Helena Government (SHG) owns the Bank, as sole
Shareholder. At the time of reporting the Bank’s Capital Base comprises of Share Capital (SHG) £3.2 million and General
Reserves of £2.3 million.
During the year, the Bank has continued to make progress towards the achievement of its critical success factors: secure, safe
and user-friendly systems and processes; right complement of numbers and skills within the staffing team; robust risk
management to safeguard the assets of the Bank and its customers; enhancement of shareholder and stakeholder value.
This year, the Bank continued to maintain a healthy level of profit of £286,828 after tax, resulting in an increase of 5% in Capital
and Reserves (Total Shareholders’ Funds). Profit ensures the stability of the Bank’s Assets and Liabilities and that retained
earnings are conducive with the growth in the Bank’s Risk Weighted Assets.
The increase in economic activity due to the works associated with Air Access appears to have levelled off, and the Bank’s
Customers Deposits saw a decrease for the first time reducing by 3% (£1,991,526) to £73,126,044.
The demand for Commercial Lending increased this year, with an 18% (£424,951) increase in this portfolio compared to a
decrease of 1% (£35,696) in 2014/15. An increase was also seen in the Bank’s Personal Lending portfolio which grew by 16%
(£162,839). The demand for personal loans is primarily for Vehicle Purchases, Travel Expenses and Household Improvements.
Overall, the growth in the lending portfolio has been helped by increasing the unsecured loan limit from £1,000 to £5,000. To
ensure that it maintains responsible lending practices, the Bank does however have a cap on the level of unsecured lending –
this cannot be more than 20% of the Bank’s capital which means 92% of loans will be secured. Housing Loans did not follow the
Commercial and Personal Lending trend and the value of the Housing Lending portfolio fell slightly by 0.6% (£57,735).
The Directors remain committed to ensuring that a stable affordable interest rate can be paid to Depositors Accounts. However,
as the Bank’s overseas investments mature and come due for re-investment, the returns are significantly lower. A decrease of
19% (£191,376) in interest earned on investments has necessitated a further 0.4% reduction in the general interest rate payable
to Current Account holders. From July 2016 a new Term Savings account is being offered which will attract a 0.6% interest rate.
For the last six years, interest earned on the Bank’s UK investments has steadily declined, along with the Bank’s interest rate
payable on Depositors’ balances, and the Directors would like to thank the Depositors for their continued loyalty throughout.

The key highlights of the Bank for 2015/16 were:

¾ 8% increase in Profit after Tax
¾ 7% in Total Lending
¾ 14% growth in Retained Earnings

The remainder of 2016/17 and into 2017/18 is set to be an exciting time for the Bank with the exploration and development of
new products and services namely Local Debit Cards and International Pre-Paid Cards. With an ever increasing cashless society
around the world, the Bank has taken steps to follow this trend. Local Debit Cards will reduce the requirement for cash and
considerably reduce the number of transfers manually input by tellers. This in turn will reduce operational risk of errors
occurring and ultimately reduce Employee Costs in the longer term.
A summary of the Financial Statements is reproduced below. The Full Directors’ Report and Audited Financial Statements for the
Financial Year 2015-16 can be downloaded from the Bank’s website and a printed copy is available for reading at each branch.
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Statement of Comprehensive Income for the year ended 31 March 2016

£

£
2015/16

2014/15

Notes

Interest Receivable

1,678,291

1,822,931

16

Interest Payable

(459,837)

(687,178)

17

Net Interest Income

1,218,454

1,135,753

Fees & Commissions

235,757

252,750

Other Income

128,819

176,526

Total Income

1,583,030

1,565,029

Employee Costs

619,619

570,313

Premises Costs

50,927

44,237

Investment Management Fees

44,221

41,647

Depreciation of Tangible Fixed Assets

40,247

39,152

Depreciation of Intangible Fixed Assets

24,014

27,687

3

Provisions

28,416

20,754

13

Audit Fees

20,000

37,867

Financial Services Authority Fees

18,583

18,000

352,231

408,299

1,198,258

1,207,956

Income

18

Expenditure

Other Expenditure
Total Expenditure
Profit on ordinary activities, before taxation
Taxation
Deferred Taxation
Profit on ordinary activities, after taxation

19

2

20

384,772

357,073

(104,356)

(98,334)

12

6,412

7,569

12

286,828

266,308

Statement of Financial Position at 31 March 2016

£

£
2015/16

2014/15

Notes

Assets
Cash

781,279

638,921

8

3,935,946

4,169,614

7

Investments

59,800,000

61,300,000

5

Other Assets

1,712,065

2,584,843

6

Bank Balances

Lending

12,238,744

11,439,935

4

Tangible Fixed Assets

367,316

361,588

2

Intangible Fixed Assets

30,829

37,557

3

78,866,179

80,532,458

73,126,044

75,037,570

9

228,114

269,695

10

73,354,158

75,307,265

5,512,021

5,225,193

Share Capital

3,219,285

3,219,285

Retained Earnings

2,292,736

2,005,908

Total Shareholders' Equity

5,512,021

5,225,193

Total Assets
Liabilities
Customer Current & Deposit Accounts
Other Liabilities
Total Liabilities
TOTAL NET ASSETS
REPRESENTED BY:
Capital & Reserves

The financial statements on pages 24 to 40 were approved and authorised for issued by the Board on 30 November 2016 and were signed on its behalf by:

Name: Leeanne Henry

Title: Chairman

Date: 30 November 2016
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Following on from one of the Recommendations of the Nautilus Consultants Report on the Continued
Operation and Potential Development of Fish Processing and Storage Facilities in Ruperts Valley, the
Management Board agreed to follow through on Recommendation No.4:
Preparation of business plans for the movement towards more flexible setting of the buy-in prices paid
to different classes of fishermen for fish supplied to the Cold Store, and for opening up the island market for fish, with the Cold Store acting as the sole fish wholesaler on the island but selling wholesale to
all and any retail and catering outlets.
It has been agreed that various purchases prices will be increased to the fishermen to incentivise them
to increase their effort, attract others back to the industry and to encourage new recruitment with effect
from 1 January 2017.
It is hoped that the new purchase prices will encourage fishermen to target other species in order to
supply the market with a greater variety of species mix.
These minimised increases in the purchase and processing costs will be passed onto the wholesalers/retailers who will probably pass it onto their customers. Public sales can also be undertaken direct
from the factory in Ruperts Valley.
The Fisheries Corporation would also like to take this opportunity to wish all of its customers
A HAPPY FESITIVE SEASON and a PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.

EXTENDED DEADLINE
INVITATION TO TENDER – Refurbishment of Government Landlord Housing at
New Ground, Blocks 1 & 2
St Helena Government has extended the deadline for the above procurement, to
Tuesday 03 January 2017.
Full tender documentation can be obtained from
Miss Tiffany Lawrence
Procurement Officer
Essex House
Jamestown
Telephone No: 22270 or email tiffany-lawrence@enrd.gov.sh
For further information interested contractors can contact the Project Manager, Mr. Harold
Peters at ProArc on telephone number 23850 or email proarc.harold@helanta.co.sh.
Completed tenders should be placed in the Tender Box at Essex House, by Tuesday,
3rd January 2017 at 12noon.
Tenders submitted without a breakdown of costs will NOT be considered.
Interested parties should note that this opportunity is not being advertised overseas.

St Helena Donkey Home would like to advise the
public that there will be no donkey walking on
Saturday, 24th and 31st December.
The usual Saturday morning donkey walk at
10am will commence again on Saturday, 7
January.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all
volunteers for their time assisting with the
donkey walks and we wish you all a blessed
Christmas and a prosperous New Year.
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Qualified Bus

Cara—HND
Justine - BA Hon
both in Business

Festiva

19
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6 participants
11 walks
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siness Team

al of Walking

www.sams.sh

Festival of Running
7 events, 125
participants
5 records broken

11 local
markets held
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FaithMatters
Bishop Richard Fenwick

The Bishop writes about the
Christmas Tree:
The Christmas Tree first came
in with the reign of Queen Victoria, and in Britain it seems
to have been Victoria's much
loved husband Prince Albert
who brought the Christmas
Tree into their household from
his native Germany.
Now, in ancient times people would decorate their homes with evergreens and flowers,
thinking they had magical or religious meaning. The Greeks and Romans used ivy. The
Celts and Scandinavians preferred mistletoe
or holly. Again, branches of pine or fir were
thought to ward off illness.
...Which is where we come to St Boniface, an
8th century Bishop - and his story is part history, part legend. Boniface was born in England
in the year 675. He was ordained, and after
becoming a Bishop he was sent by the Pope
to Hesse, amongst the rolling hills of mid-toEastern Germany to preach the Christian faith
as a missionary.
He did well, and was called to Rome to report
progress to Pope Gregory II. Travel was difficult, and after long absence, he returned to
Geismar, in Germany, for the Christmas of
723. But he was horrified to discover that the
local people had gone back to their old ways
- indeed they were preparing to celebrate the
winter solstice by sacrificing a young man unBaptist Church Services
Christmas Day Service
25th December
Sandy Bay Chapel
08.00 am
Head O'Wain Chapel
09.00 am
Jamestown Chapel
10.00 am
ALL ARE WELCOME

Merry Christmas and a prosperous
New Year to my Mum (Rosedale),
Dad (Anthony), Marie, Brothers, Sisters, Niece (Liana), Aunties, Uncles
and all other family and friends.
A Merry Christmas and a prosperous New Year to partner (Sylvia) and
family
A special Birthday Greeting to Mum
(Rosedale) for New Years Day.
Love and best wishes Jeremy.

der "Odin's Oak" - considered by them to be
sacred.
Just as Moses was enraged when his people
went back to worshipping a golden calf, Boniface was furious - and in his anger he took up
an axe and actually hacked down the sacred
oak! Now, however unwise in terms of "realpolitik", his courage, his conviction and his
ability to lead and inspire people meant that
he eventually won them over. At any rate, the
young man's life was saved, and the Christian
faith was established in Hesse.
Of course here the legends start coming in,
and one says that at the first blow of the axe, a
mighty gust of wind appeared which instantly
brought down the tree. The astounded people
fearfully recognized the hand of God.... and
asked how they should celebrate Christmas.
In reply, the Bishop pointed to a small fir tree
that had miraculously remained undamaged
beside the debris of the fallen oak....
Now, certainly Boniface was familiar with the
custom of taking an evergreen plant into the
house in winter, and he told them all to take
home a fir tree. For, as he said, the tree would
signify peace, and as an evergreen it also symbolizes immortality. Again, with its top pointing upwards, it would also point all who look
on it to heaven...
---ooo0ooo--Just how accurate the legend is, is unknown.
But the basic facts are well documented. And
so as we look at the Christmas Tree in Town
this year, and as we look at our own trees at
home, let's try and remember those three
things which Boniface urged the people to remember when they looked at their trees:
Peace, Immortality, and the Kingdom of Heaven.
Indeed, it is these three things which are at the
heart of the Feast of Christmas as we remember the birth of the Son of God 2000 years ago

A Merry Christmas to Sons
(Shaun & Kurt and their
partners), Daughter & Partner
(Lauren & Rico),
Grandson (Karlal), Brothers
and all other Family and friends.
Love you all Sylvia Jonas.

Rachel & David Cornall would like to
thank all our friends on St. Helena
for the wonderful time we had and
wish you all a merry Christmas and a
happy new year.

in a stable in Bethlehem.
St Boniface (675-754)
TREE OF LIFE, LOVE, PEACE
DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul
Saturday 24 December
Christmas Eve
6.00 p.m. Eucharist,
St Martin
11.30 p.m. Midnight Mass,
Cathedral
Sunday 25 December
Christmas Day
8.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St Andrew
11.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St Peter
11.15. a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St Helena & The Cross
Thursday 29 December
10.00 a.m. Mass,
Arabia
Sunday 1 January 1 Sunday after Christmas
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,
Cathedral
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
Cathedral
3.30 p.m. Eucharist,
St Peter
The Parish of St James
Saturday 24 December
Christmas Eve
11.30 p.m.Midnight Mass,
St James
Sunday 25 December
Christmas Day
8.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St John
Thursday 29 December
6.00 p.m. Nine Lessons and Carols, St John
Sunday 1 January 1 Sunday after Christmas
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St James
3.30 p.m. Eucharist,
St Michael
Parish of St Matthew
Saturday 24 December
Christmas Eve
11.30 p.m. Midnight Mass,
St Mark
Sunday 25 December
Christmas Day
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,
Barnabas Pledges
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St Matthew
Sunday 1 January 1 Sunday after Christmas
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist,
St Mark

The management and staff of Philip
John’s Shop would like to take this
opportunity to thank all the many
customers over the past few days
for their support, and to further their
appreciation they are now
offering more discounts for this last
week before Xmas.
BEER, SPIRITS & other Items are
now on sale at discounted prices with
up to £1 off.
Do come along and finish off your
last minute Christmas shopping Don't miss out!
We would also like to take this opportunity to wish all of our
customers a Happy Christmas anda
prosperous new year.
We look forward to your continued
custom.
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Apprendre (To Learn)
French Classes to Start in the New Year
Roxanna Williams, SAMS

F
rench Teacher Alison Laycock will be
starting French classes on 18 January. The
classes will last for 12 weeks, at the St Helena
Community College. The closing date to join
the classes will be Thursday 5th January.
Alison Laycock told The Sentinel what to expect in her classes, “for example if you came
to the class and said I would like to learn music vocabulary or I would like to learn how to
promote a certain product on the island then
we would cater it for you.”
The Year 9 class of Prince Andrew School
took Alison’s French class last year and passed
with flying colours, some children had a merit
and some had a distinction. “I say to all my
students that you can come into this lesson and
become somebody else,” Alison explained.

“The class astounds me every single lesson we
have.”
Alison also teaches other languages to children and adults such as Spanish. She also
teaches Meditation and English. “Meditation
is all about focusing on the breath, and to relax
really, some people say to me oh I can’t clear
my mind, but it is not about that,” Alison said.
Alison taught a two year course in French to a
group of adults on island. “You are never too
old to learn a new language,” she said.
“Learning a different language has so many
benefits,” says Alison. “The one that I promote
more is it can wave off Alzheimer’s disease. If
you think about the parts of the brain you are
using, it is down as a fact that it can help.” Alison has been teaching on the island for about
three years. Next year will be her final year
on island.

French Teacher Alison Laycock

For Your
Eyes Only

New data disposal service

Waste Management Offer
New Data Disposal Service
Andrew Turner, SAMS

I

n anticipation of a new Data Protection Ordinance, Waste Management services from
ENRD have developed a new secure data disposal system.
The system is located at the Horse Point Landfill Site and consists of a high powered shredder which is driven by a tractor. The shredded
waste is disposed into a large bin. The waste
from this bin is then driven to the domestic
waste cell where it is buried with the other
landfill.
Originally it was intended that the shredded
material would be incinerated. However, because the incinerator does not have a properly
safe door, the risk of the incinerated paper being blown back out of the fire was too high and
it was decided that burial was the safer option.
“If anyone has got the heart and mind to go
to the domestic waste cell, wade through the
waste, take out all the shredded information
and piece it all together then in my mind they
deserve that information,” joked Environmental Risk Manager, Mike Durnford. “This is the
safest way we can get rid of sensitive infor-

mation; it’s better than just burying it ad-hoc
around the site.”
In operating the shredding service, ENRD
have partnered with SHAPE. The Shredder
belongs to SHAPE and will be operated by
the crew at the landfill site. Any non-sensitive
cardboard and paper is recycled to SHAPE
who use it to make their paper products.
The service came about after Mike Durnford
and the Landfill manager, Patrick Crowie
went on an exposure visit to the UK. While
they were in the UK; Mike and Patrick learned
about various waste management techniques
and how to dispose of data securely.

Shredded paper
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Customer Provisioning Linesman
Sure has a vacancy for a Customer Provisioning Linesman to join the Networks Team.
The primary objec ves of the post are to carry out customer telephone & television
installa ons and faults; carry out installa on and maintenance of customer premises
equipment, including payphones as and when required; and to perform underground and
overhead join ng of copper and fibre cables.
The post holder is expected to work at heights, be customer focused, demonstrate
dynamism and be proac ve; have an awareness of Health and Safety at Work,
demonstrate self mo va on and ability to work in a small team.
Do to the nature of this posi on, the post holder must hold a sa sfactory police
disclosure.
Join us and you will enjoy some of the many benefits that Sure provides, including but
not limited to: Incen ve Bonus Scheme, Staﬀ Discount, en tlement to join the
Re rement Benefits Plan and opportuni es for con nued professional development.
StarƟng Salary £7,440.00 per annum.
The successful candidate will be expected to serve a 6 month proba onary period,
during which me training will be given in all areas rela ng to Customer Provisioning.
Further informa on regarding the responsibili es of the post may be discussed with
Alonzo Henry, Senior Technician Provisioning on Tel no: +290 22551. An applica on
form and copy of the Job Descrip on may be obtained from Shara Robinson, Human
Resources and Administra on Manager at Bishops Rooms on Tel no: +290 22800 or
email: HR-Admin.Manager@sure.co.sh
Applica ons should be submi ed to Human Resources and Administra on Manager,
Sure South Atlan c Limited, Bishops Rooms, Jamestown by 4pm on Tuesday 10 January
2017.
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TENDERS ARE INVITED FOR THE ST. HELENA FISHERIES CORPORATION CONTRACT FOR THE
DESIGN AND BUILD OF A PLATFORM TO HOUSE AN ICE PLANT CONSISTING OF A 40-FOOT
REEFER STORAGE CONTAINER WITH A 20-FOOT CONTAINER HOUSING AN ICE MAKER
PIGGY-BACKING ON TOP OF THE 4O-FOOT STORAGE UNIT.
THE TOTAL WEIGHT CAPACITY IS AROUND 26-TONS – THE PLATFORM ON WHICH THE
CONTAINERS WILL SIT IS TO BE ONE (1) METRE HIGH FROM GROUND LEVEL AND WILL BE
LOCATED ON THE EASTERN SIDE OF THE CURRENT RUPERTS FISH FACTORY.
THE TENDER TO INCLUDE ALL ELECTRICAL AND WATER CONNECTIONS. THE ELECTRICAL
CONNECTION WILL ASLO HAVE TO ACCOMMODATE UP TO FOUR SOCKETS (4) FOR USE WITH
ADDITIONAL 20-FOOT REEFER CONTAINERS.
TENDERS IN WRITING SHOULD REACH THE GENERAL MANAGER BY NOT LATER THAN 3
JANUARY 2017.

Are you a Livestock Farmer struggling in this drought situation? Further to our previous
advertisement, ANRD has a limited amount of cube suitable for cattle, sheep and goats
which can be made available at a subsidised price of 50% off the cost of a bag of cube to
help as a supplementary feed.
Interested farmers should complete an application form available from ANRD Reception
either at Essex House or Scotland and return it to either ANRD Reception as soon as
possible. Distribution of the cube will be based on assessment of both the pastures and the
livestock affected to determine those most in need of assistance.
Should you require further information or advice please contact: Catherine Man or Ken
Henry on 24724.
ͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺͺ
$*5,&8/785($1'1$785$/5(6285&(6',9,6,216&27/$1'67+(/(1$6287+$7/$17,&2&($167+/==
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SHG SERVICES OPENING AND CLOSING TIMES
CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR 2016/17
This is to advise the public that SHG frontline services will remain open during the Christmas/New Year period. Please see below details:
SHG Directorate

Corporate Services

Service
th

th

th

st

Post & Customer
Service Centre

Open - 24 , 28 , 29 , 30 & 31 December 2016 from 8.30 am - 12 noon.

Customs

Open - 28th, 29th & 30th December 2016 from 8.30 am - 12 noon.

Port Control

Closed on 28th, 29th, & 30th December 2016.

Archives

On call throughout the Christmas period for yachts/ships or any emergency.
Closed on 28th, 29th and 30th December 2016.

Corporate Services, The
Castle
Judicial Services
Airport

Details
th

Administration
Education Learning
Centre, Jamestown
Public Library

Switchboard operational 28th, 29th & 30th December 2016 from 8.30 am - 4 pm.
Telephone no: 22470.
Closed on 28th, 29th & 30th December 2016.
Closed on 28th, 29th & 30th December 2016 but on call officer in place: Janet
Lawrence on 24488.
Open - 28th, 29th & 30th December 2016 from 8.30 am - 4 pm.

Open - 22nd December 2016 from 10 am - 12 noon.
Open - 23rd December 2016 from 10 am - 6 pm.

Education

Prince Andrew School
and all Primary Schools

Closed - 24th December 2016- 2 January 2017.
Closed - School Holidays until 6th January 2017.

Mental Health

Open - 28th, 29th & 30th December 2016 (Normal working hours).

Dental Department –
Emergency Clinics

Open - 28th & 30th December 2016 from 9 am - 10 am.
Closed - 29th December 2016.

Environmental Health

Closed - 28th, 29th & 30th December 2016 - Emergency on-call service will apply.
Contact hospital switchboard 22500.

Community Nursing
Services

Nurse led clinic at Half Tree Hollow and Triage at Jamestown Outpatient Clinic Open - 28th, 29th & 30th December 2016 from 9 am - 11 am.

Pharmacy

Open - 24th, 28th, 29th, 30th & 31st December 2016 from 9 am - 12 noon.

Laboratory

Open - 24th, 28th, 29th & 30th December 2016 from 9 am - 12 noon.

Health

Doctor’s clinics
Jamestown Outpatient’s
(pre-booked
appointments)

Safeguarding

Residential Units (Cape
Villa, Deasons, CCC)
Children’s Services

Emergency on-call service - 25th, 26th, 27th, 31st December 2016 and 1st and 2nd
January 2017.
Open - 28th, 29th and 30th December 2016 from 9 am - 11:30 am.

Open normal hours.
Open normal office hours (8.30 am - 4 pm) throughout the festive period except 26th
& 27th December 2016 & 2nd January 2017.
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SHG Directorate

Service

Details
Telephone no: 23312.

Adult Services

On call officer arrangements will apply.
Open normal office hours (8.30 am - 4 pm) throughout the festive period except 26th
& 27th December 2016 & 2nd January 2017.
Telephone no: 23172.

Environment &
Natural Resources

Essex House

On call officer arrangements will apply.
Closed on 28th, 29th & 30th December 2016; all calls will be diverted to the Ag
Director Mr Derek Henry.
The emergency contact numbers in ENRD for vet (26162), Forestry, Roads &
Housing repairs (contacted through Police on 22626) will function as usual
throughout the holiday period. Additional staff will be accessible in the case of other
unexpected call out needs.

Transport Division

Closed throughout the festive period.

Works Section

Closed throughout the festive period.

Waste Management
Services

Domestic & Commercial Waste Collection will not be disrupted. All domestic and
commercial waste collection services throughout December and January will remain
unchanged. Waste Management Services will provide an additional commercial
waste collection in Jamestown on the morning of Sunday 25 December 2016 and
Sunday 1 January 2017.
Public Area Sanitation Service will not be disrupted. All public area sanitation
services throughout December and January will remain unchanged. Waste
Management Services will provide an additional public area sanitation service in
Jamestown on the morning of Sunday 25 December 2016 and Sunday 1 January
2017.

Police Headquarters

Horse Point Landfill Site will remain open Monday to Sunday from 9am to 3pm, but
will be closed on Public Holidays as normal. Horse Point Landfill Site will therefore
be closed on Sunday 25 and Monday 26 December 2016 and Sunday 1 January
2017.
Open - 24th December 2016 from 8 am - 2 pm.
Out of hours on call Officers in place as per normal.
Open - 1st January 2017 from 8 am - 12 noon.

Fire

Normal Operational hours and on call arrangements.

Prison

Normal Operational Staffing.

Immigration

Closed on 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th December 2016.

Police

On call officer - Fiyanna Henry (Tel: 22626).
Open - 28th, 29th, 30th December 2016 from 8 am to 12 Noon.

Closed on 31st December 2016 & 1st January 2017.
On call officer - Tina Yon (Tel: 22626).
Closed - 2nd January 2017.
On call officer - Emerald Newman (Tel: 22626).
Sea Rescue

Normal hours and on call officer arrangements in place.

All SHG directorates/services will be closed on the 26th and the 27th December 2016 and the 2nd January 2017 (except for those services
specified above) but will resume normal opening/closing hours on the 3rd January 2017.
We thank you for your custom.

Roy Burke
Chief Secretary
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The Bishop's Christmas
Message:

U
ntil 9 December 2010, if you were by
the ruins of Glastonbury Abbey in Somerset
around Christmas-time, you'd have seen a remarkable sight. Whilst all the other trees were
bare, the famous Holy Thorn of Glastonbury
would be in glorious blossom.
The Gospels tell us that the influential Joseph
of Arimathea strongly disagreed with Jesus'
crucifixion. Indeed, when Jesus died, his body
was placed in the tomb Joseph had prepared
for himself. But there's a strange addition to
the story, for ancient legends say that Joseph
was Jesus' uncle - moreover that he was a
metal merchant travelling between Palestine
and the West of England sourcing tin for the
Romans.
According to legend, Joseph cut a staff from
the same thorn tree from which the Roman soldiers had made the crown of thorns for Christ's
head. Tradition also tells how Joseph and his
followers then went back to the West of England to spread the Gospel there. It is said that
they landed in Somerset, and settled near the
foot of the great hill we know as Glastonbury
Tor.
Joseph preached earnestly - but the people
were from an old pagan religion. No matter
how many times he told them about Christ's
death and resurrection, they simply demanded
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that Joseph prove himself by doing a miracle.

ering sprig had been sent for her table each
Christmas Day.

One Christmas the snow was thick on the
ground, and every tree was bare. Joseph, now
an old man, was dejectedly leaning on his thorn
staff. As usual, the local people had gathered
around him on the Hill to listen - some to wonder... some to laugh and jeer. "Give us a miracle", they shouted. Now, there are different
versions of the legend. But in all of them Joseph stuck his staff in the ground and stepped
away. " Just wait," he said. "Watch my staff
over these days to come!"
The days went by, and within a very short
time the staff had taken root - indeed , though
it was mid-winter it had burst into blossom.
The people were stunned, and even the most
cynical now wanted to hear more about this
Jesus of Nazareth. And so the Christian Faith
was established there - and much later a great
Abbey was built just nearby.
Every year, from that day up until 9 December
2010, the Holy Thorn of Glastonbury flowered
at Christmas time - even though all the other
thorns in the country were still completely
bare. But then, even stranger, it also flowered
each Easter!
So... what happened in December 2010? Well,
sad to say, on the night of Wednesday 8th December an anti-religious fanatic took a chain
saw to the famous Thorn, cutting off the trunk
about 5 feet above the ground. The people of
Glastonbury were horrified - as indeed was the
Queen herself, because for generations a flow-

TIP OF THE WEEK…

Wash only
when the
washing
machine is full
– or adjust the
water volume

In truth, this had happened long before when
Cromwell's soldiers chopped the tree down as
"idolatrous"! Even so, at that time a new tree
had been grown from one of the cuttings taken
from the old tree. And remarkably, despite the
vicious attack of 2010 the tree is now growing again out of the stump. So the Queen continues to receive blossoms from Joseph's tree
each Christmas Day!
Of course, this is just ancient legend. But it's
a "parable" for everybody, for both Christmas
and Easter-time. Why? Because it shows that
ultimately, in the providence of God, out of
human bitterness and destruction comes survival - new life at Christmas, and victory over
death at Easter. It's certainly has a message
for us in our violent world. Just as I write,
the venerable City of Aleppo in Syria is being
fought over in a cruel battle, and brutality and
violence rule in so many parts of the East.
So, if you're in the West of England sometime,
do go and see that strange and beautiful hilltown in Somerset with its mysterious Holy
Thorn - for it's got an important message to
tell us all!

God bless. Do have a good
and peaceful Christmas.
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Weekly Weather Report
Please see stats below from the Met Office, Bottom Woods for
W/E 18th December 2016.
Max Temp
Min Temp
Mean Temp
Max Gust
Total Rainfall
Total Sunshine

Call for Water
Authority to be
Re-instated
The Current Authority
Regulating Water Does
Not Include Elected
Members

21.8ºC (17th)
16.0ºC (12th)
18.1ºC
28 Kts
2.1mm
5.7 hrs

NB: All data collected & specific to the
Bottom Woods area.

Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

C
onsideration, it was agreed at the Formal Legislative Council meeting in De-

Police are Concerned about Illegal
Parking in Napoleon Street

Napoleon Street

Potential Accident Waiting to Happen

I

n the open agenda meeting of Highways
Authority held 24 November 2016, an email
from the Beat section of St Helena Police expressed concerns about illegal parking in Napoleon Street. There was a request for bollards
and freshening up double yellow lines.
The Police officer representing stated that
people actually ignore the double yellows, and
parking on pavements is causing pedestrians
to walk on the street. Bollards it was agreed
would effectively narrow the road. The officer
said that Police have very limited resources
to deal with these issues. In other forums it
has been reported the preferred attention is
given to combating crime. But the Chair of
Highways Authority, Councillor Pamela Ward

Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

Pearce said, “This (parking offences) is in
your remit.”
With the approval of the Road Traffic Bill,
2016 last week the Ordinance, with Regulations empowering Traffic Wardens implemented in 2017, will follow. But in the meantime it
is, “down to enforcement by the Police,” the
Chairman advised. A Member asked if repeat
offences can be prosecuted. There are procedures and guidelines to follow where an offender is first cautioned – it would take a long
time getting an offender to Court if ever. It was
agreed the law has to be abided and there is
need for Police monitoring illegal parking in
Napoleon Street.

cember will be given to reinstating the St
Helena Water Authority. Members, considering Councillor Cyril George’s motion, felt it could have been better worded
but sympathised with the sentiments.
The St Helena Water Authority was established in 1978. It was revoked in 2013
when the Utilities Regulatory Authority
was set up to oversee the newly established Connect St Helena Limited responsible for electricity and water provision.
Currently no elected members sit on the
Authority. The Fisheries Corporation and
Enterprise St Helena although they are
Parastatals do have councillors representing
Mr George asserted the St Helena Water Authority should include councillors
from Environmental & Natural Resources
Committee and Economic Development
Committees, with power to organise and
regulate water supplies. “The function
and purpose of the Water Authority is to
develop, control, conserve and distribute
fairly the water resources of the Island
whether it is for domestic, commercial or
farming purposes,” Mr George said.
The Hon Member reminded colleagues of
water problems in 2013, comparing them
with the current situation. Queries and
complaints from water consumers continue to be received; he mentioned some
of his own including why weren’t the ban
on hose pipes and sprinklers not imposed
much sooner?. Mr George argued bowsering water 24hrs a day in the past was
common due mainly to lack of storage.
2016 was a dry year but rainfall data for
the first 9 months for all of 2005 confirms
that year was also relatively dry, “and
there wasn’t bowsering 24hrs per day.”
Mr George felt councillors should have
some control over the service provider.
The motion will find its way to Executive
Council. It will be interesting to see what
the outcome is.
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Shining A Light On
Island Heritage

High Knoll Fort Lights

Historic Landmark, High Knoll
Fort Officially Up Lit
Damien O’Bey, SAMS

H
igh Knoll Fort was officially up lit on Friday evening. In a small ceremony in the car
park of the popular tourist attraction, a gathering witnessed Governor Lisa Phillips officially switching on a series of 30 watt LED
light bars that illuminated the thick stone walls
of the fort. They were even treated to a small
fireworks display, which was accompanied by
a run through of the different colour schemes
that can be showcased when the fort is illuminated.
ESH board member Giselle Richards opened
with a speech where she spoke about memories of festivals and events held at High Knoll
Fort in the years after the military presence on
St Helena faded away. Originally built in 1790
the fort is St Helena’s largest heritage super

“We are all a part
of something
bigger.”
Family Tree Finds
its Way to St Helena

structure and can be seen from the majority of
places around the island.
The electrical installation was carried out by
Adrian Crowley and his team at CES Ltd. The
plinths on which the light bars sit were cast
by National Trust Masons, Darren Williams,
James Fantom, Kyle Joshua, Richard John and
Rob Benjamin. Melvyn Henry from Survey
Tech performed surveys in the area. ESH’s

Projects Manager Merril Joshua thanked all
of the agencies involved in his closing speech.
The project came in at just under £40,000 and
allows for the fort to be illuminated with different colours of light and still be Dark Skies
compliant.
The Fort will continue to be lit from 7pm to
midnight every evening.

Shona Bell

Shona Bell, Contributed

T
his is my first family history research project, through the years I was fascinated with
how our families must have lived on St Helena, however I didn’t know who they were or
what they did.
My grandmother was born and raised in her
younger years on St. Helena, she told us stories through the years of her life on the island.
When she passed away in 1993, my mom,
while sorting through all her photos found
the photos she used to use to tell us stories of
her youth. This got my mother interested in
her mother’s family history. Then a cousin of
my grandmother, who had visited the island a
few years before (1989) shared his photos and
what he had uncovered during his visit.
A few years ago, I moved to be closer to my
parents, I now had an opportunity to sit and
listen to the family history. My mom and dad,
visited St Helena in 2003 and traced as much of
the records as they could at the time. I decided
I should take all the information she had collected, writings from my grandmother and Dr

John Hopewell’s book, which he wrote for us
on his research, and tell the story of our family on the island. Now I had the opportunity
of getting to know their family, grandmother
by grandmother, aunt by aunt, family members
years and years back. What a beautiful journey
it has been. It makes us realise how we are all
part of something so much bigger!
I did this in a few post on Facebook, shared
some of the photos, with cousins, some of
whom I have never met and during this journey found family of my great great great
grandfather’s sister still living in Connecticut,
New Jersey where she had moved to.

I have been contacted by four families from St
Helena, either still living on island or in England and we have spoken about my family ties
to theirs.
I have not yet visited St Helena, it is a dream
of mine to do so, perhaps when there are
flights successfully landing I will, as the fare
on the RMS St Helena is a little out of reach
for South Africans.
A few years ago, I helped my mother prepare
a “Family history” pack for the museum on St
Helena. One day when I visit I hope to visit
this display and do more research.
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were some other delightful performances. St
Helena Singers led by Teeny Lucy sang practiced pieces, and Larry Johnson, playing piano
accordion with guitars accompanying back
another group. Then there were solos - Johnny Carter, Christmas in the Country; Daniel
Leo, Beautiful Star of Bethlehem; Brian Yon
on his saxophone, Holly and the Ivy, and the
O’Keeffe Sisters duet sang Silent Night, with

a difference – the second verse was in Irish.
Lieutenant Coral Yon gave thanks for all the
donations, both financial and in-kind throughout 2016 for the work of the Army. The collection on the evening was for Cancer Support.
In her Christmas thoughts Coral encouraged
the congregation not to leave Jesus out of their
celebrations. Following Bishop Fenwick’s
closing remarks the final carol was, Silent

ST HELENA SNIPPETS

Well Attended Annual
Ecumenical Service
Make Sure You Don’t Leave Jesus
Out of Your Celebrations
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

U
nder coloured lights with the ‘Star of
David’ also lit on St James Church, approximately 200 people gathered for the annual Ecumenical Service, in front of the Court House
in Jamestown on warm Sunday evening, 18
December. Led by Lieutenant, Coral Yon
this was the Salvation Army’s finale to their
Christmas carolling programme for 2016 and
they were joined by other Anglican Churches
whose leaders gave prayers, and Patricia Duncan from 7th Day Adventists read the Christmas Story from Luke’s Gospel.
There appeared to be more variety than previous years. Music was provided by a combined
Salvation Army and Gettogethers Orchestra
with other musicians backing up group and individual pieces; the first was St James Choir’s
rendition of, “When a Child is Born”. The congregation sang well-known carols and a poem
was read by Sherry Bowers. In the breaks

On The Case
New Lay
Advocates
Appointed
Andrew Turner, SAMS

T

wo new Lay Advocates have been appointed to help service the legal needs of St
Helena. Kevin Baggett and Kylie Hercules are
now available to take instruction for both civil
and criminal cases.
On Tuesday morning the new appointees were
presented with their certificates by the Chief
Justice, Charles Ekins outside of the Courthouse.
Having moved to St Helena three years ago
it’s something that allows me to give back to
the community,” said Kevin. A lay advocate is
a member of the public who has basic legal
knowledge and will speak for people in court.
They are not fully trained lawyers but work
closely with the Public Solicitor’s Office.
In order to become lay advocates Kevin and
Kylie had to do some legal training in court
procedures over the last few months. They
also conducted a full bail hearing in order to
assess their suitability.
“We are very excited about the position but we

will also be challenged by it,” said Kylie. “It’s
not every day that you can represent people in
court.” Kylie has lots of previous experience
with the law having worked on the police force
and in the prison service.
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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE - CHRISTMAS 2016
It's now eight months
since I arrived on St
Helena as Governor,
having visited Tristan
da Cunha first. And
what a remarkable
time it's been.
Christmas, though, is
my favourite time of
year. I love meeting up
with friends and family.
I love the excitement of
Christmas Morning,
wondering if I heard
Santa deliver presents
in the night. When I was young I could barely sleep on Christmas Eve and I'm not an
awful lot different now I'm older. This year is my first St Helenian Christmas and I'm
so glad to have the chance to experience it here. I love everything about it...the
lights, the smiling faces...the hospitality...and of course the weather.
Christmas is a time to be thankful and to remember those far away or those who are
no longer with us. I will be thinking of those on St Helena who are experiencing their
first Christmas without a loved one they have lost this year. And I will also be
thankful to all those I have met during my eight months on the Island. In particular, I
would like to pay tribute to the men and women I was pleased to recognise this year
who served on the RMS during the Falklands Campaign, as well as the captains and
crew of the current RMS who have continued to serve the Island professionally
despite the ups and downs of trying to secure air access.
I am also thankful to all the people who give up their time voluntarily to contribute to
the community, including partners of TC officers. Often volunteers' efforts can be
unseen, but without them St Helena wouldn't be the place it is. Whatever your
contribution, whether it be as an SHG employee, an Elected Member, someone in
the private sector, and indeed everyone on the Island - I thank you because you are
helping to take St Helena forward.
By now, those who have met me know I like to do things a little differently. I like to
meet people, to listen, to get involved, to be open. I will be continuing to host people
at Plantation House because these are really good opportunities to meet individuals
and hear what they think. I will continue to let you know what is going on, and
encourage you to get involved and have your say. Everyone's opinion counts, but
unless we hear it, we can't respond.
So as we celebrate this time of year, I wish all on St Helena a Happy Christmas and
prosperous New Year.
I have twelve new Saint puppies that will be helping me to do that!
Governor Lisa Phillips
December 2016
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Brett Isaac
Kalen Crowie
Cody Thomas
Thomas Hickling
Jacob Duncan
Christopher Herne
Brandon Harris
Matthias Young
Christian George
Aiden Yon-Stevens
Jia Peters
Weston Clingham
Scott George
Christo Crowie
Jorden Johnson
Ma-Kyle Fuller
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Scott Henry
Ethan Harris
Dylan O'Keeffe
Ronan Legg
Ayrton Harris
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District

Jamestown/Blue
Hill/Sandy Bay
St Pauls
HTH

Total
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2016 Bank of St Helena Youth Games
District Medal Table

Shannon O'Connor

Shelby Bargo

17
19

Laura Duncan

16

Nicole Paulsen

Hanna Hickling

15

18

Hannah Robinson

Taylor Benjamin

11

14

Chloe Thomas

10

Kyla Benjamin

Brooklyn Scipio

9

13

Heidi Joshua

8

Demi George

Sunna Thomas

7

12

Danielle Benjamin

6

Tanisha Benjamin

4
Tyanne Williams

Alaina Crowie

3
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Brooke Yon

2
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Chloe Yon

Name

1
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Over 100 youths took part in this year’s Bank of St Helena Youth
Games, out of which 19 girls and 34 boys received a medals. Brett Isaac
picked up the trophy for most medals collected in the boys category
and for the girls Chloe Yon had a trophy. The winning district with 103
points was Longwood/Levelwood/Alarm Forest. New Horizons would
like to thank the Bank of St Helena who was the main sponsor of the
Youth Games, also thanks to our medal sponsors; Queen Mary Stores,
Sally’s DVD Hire, NASAS, Wendy Benjamin, A&D’s Mini-Mart, Island
Images, St Helena Football Association, RMS St Helena and Solomon &
Company. Thanks are extended to Prince Andrew School, Jamestown
and HTH Rifle Clubs for allowing us to use your venues and equipment.
Thanks also to all those persons who took part and those who turned
up to support the games, without all of you, the games wouldn’t have
been as successful as it was.
Christmas Raffle was another success. We generated £1085.30. We are
thankful to all those who sold raffle tickets and everyone who bought
tickets. Not forgetting people who donated prizes, thank you.

New Horizons
Would like to
Wish You
A Very Merry
Christmas &
Best Wishes for 2017

Insert

www.sams.sh

St Helena & Proud
Print Numbers: Up Download Numbers: Up Facebook Followers: Up

Every Week An Estimated 2,500+ People Read
The Sentinel
all over the world
Advertise Here to Reach Them All
The Sentinel is online every Monday

FREE to view & download
Every back issue of The Sentinel is available at all times from our website, meaning
ongoing promotion for any advertising placed here

Our deadline for submissions is
4pm on Tuesdays, or reserve space in advance for a later deadline

Contact us for information or to submit ads to: news@sams.sh

L

Streaming
www.

IVE

SENTINEL INSERT

SAMS Radio 1
Interview of the Day
Afternoons at 5.30pm or 7.30pm.
A replay in full of interviews
making the news on St Helena

sams.sh

SUNRISE!
Join our team on SAMS Radio 1, Monday
to Friday, 7-10am.
All the latest gossip and news from St
Helena, announcements and music, plus
different guests each day. It’s a GREAT
way to get the day started.

News & Noticeboard

Second Chance
Sunday

every week day at:
3am, 5am, 7am,
10am, 12pm, 5pm, 7pm, 10pm

9am every Sunday: Catch up on all
the best interviews from the week in
our special, Second Chance Sunday,
beginning every Sunday at 9am

Latest News, Notices, Adverts and Conversation from St Helena, 24/7, streaming from: www.sams.sh
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Safe Guarding Children’s Board lends support to keep St Helena’s Forest School running

th

The first ever Forest school session occurred on the 19 November 2014 and a lot has happened since then. Firstly there has
been a great response from the children, parents and guardians and the public to Forest School. It has been such a great success
story that Forest School is now being integrated into the Education curriculum. We’ve worked across all years with the island’s
Primary Schools and also Prince Andrew’s Learning Support Group. A class will attend for a minimum of 6 two hour sessions and
we rotate classes every half term so every group gets a turn. To date there has been 239 Forest school sessions held, 46 classes
with a total of 623 children attending, what an achievement.
The benefits of pupils engaging in Forest School extend back in the classroom and we hope beyond and into the future. Shirley
Wahler, Director of Education and Employment states “Forest School is a very important part of children’s education in St
Helena. Its focus on the natural world and on children’s relationship to nature complements their structured learning in school
and helps them become more thoughtful and confident learners. We also value the respect Forest School builds for the natural
world. When children across St Helena’s schools were asked to contribute their ideas to the Island’s 10 Year Plan, their very
favourite topic was Altogether Greener; everyone had ideas about how to protect and preserve the natural environment. We
believe that this is in large part due to the influence of Forest School and the National Trust’s work in schools. We build a
greener tomorrow by teaching children to love nature and to care for it, but in doing so, we also each them to value themselves
and each other. Forest School is a key part of that effort”
Forest School activities have tremendous benefits to individual students, but they are also equally valuable as a group learning
activity that builds positive interpersonal relationships as well as a strong connection to a green and flourishing natural world.
th

The funding for Forest School came to an end 30 November as the Darwin funded Community Forests Project drew to a close.
The Safe Guarding Children’s Board has agreed to meet costs of running the school until the end of the financial year. The bid,
put forward by the Director of Education, recognises that it would be a great loss to St Helena’s children, their education and
their social and emotional development should this project be discontinued. And is a valuable and much valued adjunct to the
work of schools, and provides a particularly valuable resource to our most vulnerable children. The National Trust is most
grateful to the Safe Guarding Children Board for their support and grant of £5,666. An additional bid to provide support for a
further year has also been submitted.
“Forest schools will hopefully be continued and remain within the educational curriculum for many years to come. It is
challenging, educational and fun”, Martina Peters, Forest School Practitioner.
In addition to being a base for the Forest School and other educational outreach activities, the National Trust leases the Blue Hill
Field Centre to the public at weekends and holidays because it’s a very popular place to host events or take a break and relax
and have fun with family and friends. We are extremely grateful to the Community Development Organisation for providing
Community Grants to make improvements to the Field Centre so that it can be widely enjoyed by the whole community. Work
to re-wire the building is almost complete and we are working on upgrading the kitchen. These funds complement money
dedicated by our Darwin Initiative project to renovate and re-decorate the building.
Contact our main office on 22190 or email info@shnt.org.uk for booking and details.

Community forests project
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SENTINEL SPORT

GOLF REPORT
Contributed,Lawson Henry

O

nly one competition was played over the weekend. That
was on Sunday 18th December when we had a two-team Texas
Scramble (Stableford). This was our Xmas novelty; where all
players brought a small gift to exchange.
Weather conditions continue to be dry but there was still some
fairly good scores. 18 players took part: In first place – on 44
points – was Larry Legg and Laurence Butters. Runners-up were
Gavin Crowie and Lawson Henry on 43 points, having beaten
Tony Green and Gerald George and Norman Thomas and Neil
Joshua on the count back. Tony and Gerald were in 3rd place.
Two teams holed out in two to share the ball pool: That was Norman and Neil on par 4 second hole. So they had an eagle two and
Larry and Laurence on 5th .
Congratulations to the winners. The draw for Xmas raffle then
took place and beside two hampers there were 16 other prizes up
for grabs. Keith Benjamin (King George) will contact you if you
were one of the lucky winners. We raised over £400.00 from this
raffle, so I would like to thank all those who bought tickets in
support of this fundraiser for the club and, to our members who
very kindly donated all the prizes. Lastly, we would like to say a
huge thank you to King George who organised the raffle.
Finally, I would like to – on behalf of our President and Committee – wish all our members and readers of our weekly Golf Report
a very merry Christmas and a prosperous new year.
The next competition will be on Saturday 7th January 2017 which
will be a par 3 stroke play. Until then stay safe have a great holiday and keep swinging!

Do you have what it takes to supervise news output on
St Helena which is read both locally and internationally?

South Atlantic Media Services is seeking a

Senior News Editor

to be responsible for all the company’s news output.
You will report to the CEO and after successful completion of a 6 month probation period,
you will be responsible for producing news on 4 platforms: Newspaper, radio, TV and digital.
You will have an exceptional command of the English language, with the ability to construct
information appropriate to different subject matters, audiences and media in an interesting
and engaging style. Closing date for applications is Thursday 5th January 2017.
To receive a candidate specification, please register your interest in the post by sending an
email to stewartgeorge@sams.sh.
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GIDDY
UP
Mustangs Gallop On
Damien O’Bey, SAMS

... continued from back page
bowlers scoring 30 runs before Williams
was bowled by Brandon Leo for 5. The
bulk of the runs in the partnership came
from extras as the bowlers struggled to
bowl a consistent line and length.
Green was the next batsman to perish. He
was adjudged LBW, to a Delroy Leo delivery that saw him walking back to the
pavilion having made 12 runs. The batsman disputed the decision, claiming the
ball struck him too high up on his pad.
Despite losing both opening batsmen
Mustangs continued to score at a good
rate and kept the score board ticking.
Phillip Stroud looked to be in good touch
and compiled 25 runs before he was
bowled by Brooklyn Fowler.
Mustangs saw hard hitting cameos from
Paul Crowie (12) and Mark Williams (27)
but it was youngster Callum Ellick who
hit the top score. He was solid in defence
and used his feet to good effect as he
notched up 40 runs. His innings included seven well hit boundaries but he was
eventually bowled by Ross Henry. Rebels
bowlers continued to be inconsistent and
at the end of Mustangs innings their extras column totalled 61 runs. Mustangs
also enjoyed smaller contributions from
their lower order batsmen and finished
their innings on a grand score of 210.
This is only the second time in their existence that Mustangs have surpassed
the 200 mark, so anyone who knows the
Mustangs team will know how they celebrated.
Although happy with their batting
achievements they knew the match was
not won yet. Ross Henry has made the
switch from Allstarz for the 2016/17 season and is now sporting the maroon and
gold uniform of Levelwood Rebels. He
was last season’s leading run scorer and
finished with the best batting average.
With a highest individual score of 220
to his name Mustangs knew that he was
more than capable of completing the run
chase on his own.
Rebels’ run chase started slowly but
steadily. Both Henry and Weston Clingham negotiated the left arm pace of Phillip Stroud – scoring four from the first
over. However in the second over, that
slow and steady start became just a memory as Henry began to bludgeon the Mustangs bowlers to all parts of the pitch.
Amidst the fireworks of Henrys aggressive batting display Clingham was quietly
going about his business and had craftily

scored 12 runs before he was dismissed
LBW, bowled Green.
Henry raced to 49 before his innings was
ended by wicket keeper Dion Maggott
who clung on to catch from Shane Williams’ bowling.
Delroy was next to head back to the pavilion – unable to resist a teasing lobbed
delivery from Luke Bennett he was caught
on the midwicket boundary by Phillip
Stroud for 22.
Rebels then suffered a major batting collapse and their hopes of reaching the re-

quired target were dashed. Paul Crowies
stunning three over spell accounted for
three wickets at a cost of just six runs.
Callum Ellick ensured he scooped the
three performance points and finished the
match with bowling figures of 2/18 from
five overs.
The cricket season will now break for
Christmas. Fixtures will resume on 7 January.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
to all the Cricketers!
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ALLSTARZ ON
TOP FOR XMAS
Damien O’Bey, SAMS

A
fter week three of the cricket season, defending champs, Levelwood Allstarz have reaffirmed
their status as the best cricket team on St Helena and now sit on top of the league standings as
we head into the festive season. In a weekend packed with festive events and a wedding, only
three fixtures were contested. See back pages and below for a match report and a round-up of
the cricketing action...

EXTRAS

SENTINEL SPORT
CRICKET RESULTS
Saturday 17 December 2016
Zodiacs 97
St Pauls B 157
AJ Bennett 19
Chris Owen 24
AJ Bennett 4/7
Dax Richards 3/25
AJ Bennett 3, C Richards 2, Trystan Thomas1

Allstarz 207/4

Barracudas 203/8

Darrel Leo 68
Gavin George 84
Gareth Johnson 4/30
Damien O’Bey 3/52
C Leo 3, D Leo 2, G George 1

Sunday 18 December 2016
Rebels 143
Mustangs 210
Ross Henry 49
Callum Ellick 40
Delroy Leo 3/30
Paul Crowie 3/6
Callum Ellick 3, P Stroud 2, M Williams 1

P W L D RS RC
NR Pts
3 3 0 0 774 328 2.77
9
Barracudas 3 2 1 0 768 455 0.99
6
Mustangs
3 2 1 0 589 414 Ͳ0.085 6
St Pauls
3 2 1 0 459 572 Ͳ1.29 6
Rebels
2 1 1 0 300 285 1.04
3
Lions
2 1 1 0 212 321 Ͳ0.7
3
Pirates
2 0 2 0 387 498 0.88
0
Zodiacs
3 0 3 0 220 630 Ͳ3.05 0
Warriors
1 0 1 0 144 350 Ͳ3.73 0
Allstarz

S

t Pauls B picked up another three points when
they defeated Jamestown Zodiacs by 60 runs on
Saturday morning. Batting first St Pauls posted
157, helping largely by a rather healthy extras
column that totalled 55. Three of their batsmen
hit the top score of 19; they were AJ Bennett,
Cliff Richards and Andrew Plato. Zodiacs’ Captain, Dax Richards took three wickets for 25
runs.
In reply Zodiacs lost their top order batsmen
cheaply and stumbled to 97 runs. Chris Owens
attacking innings of 24 that included two sixes
was the best score. AJ Bennett took four Zodiacs wickets and scooped the man of the match
award.

CLASSY CHAMPS
D
arrel Leo and Clayton Leo both struck classy fifties as Levelwood Allstarz successfully chased down a
target of 203 in their match against Jamestown Barracudas on Saturday afternoon. Gavin George produced
an innings of 84 for Barracudas; however it was the
boys from Levelwood who ended up being the stand
out performers. Clayton Leo was man of the match after he finished unbeaten on 58. He was outstanding in
the field as well, putting his body online to save vital
runs for Allstarz.
Allstarz bowler Gareth Johnson took 4 wickets for 30
runs and Damien O’Bey took 3 wickets for 52 runs for
Barracudas.
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GIDDY
UP
Mustangs Gallop On
Damien O’Bey, SAMS

Callum

Ellick starred with a good
all-round performance as Western A
Mustangs continued on the road to
improvement and picked up their second win in three games with a 67-run
victory over Levelwood Rebels.

Mustangs batted first and deployed a new look opening partnership that saw Shane Williams partner Antonio Green instead of Robert George who was unavailable because of work
commitments.
Green and Williams successfully negotiated Rebel’s opening
Continued inside

ALLSTARZ ON
TOP FOR XMAS

SEE INSIDE FOR A ROUND
UP OF THE WEEKENDS
CRICKETING ACTION

