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“US GOT NUFF NOW JO!”
“How ‘Bout Next Week La?”

Damien O’Bey, SAMS

The hosepipe ban and water restrictions im-
posed by Connect St Helena on 1 September 2016 
were lifted on Monday 27 February 2017.
The island had been suffering from a severe water 
shortage since August 2016 after experiencing the 
lowest rainfall since 2001. 
Forecasts – from the UK Met offi ce – in Novem-
ber 2016 had predicted continued on page 4

rought to you by: 

Atlantic Star have announced that they will be conducting a familiarisation fl ight to St 
Helena using a Boeing 757-200 aircraft. It is expected to arrive at 2pm on Monday after-
noon. This aircraft is much larger than the Avro jet that was previously fl own here by 
Atlantic Star Airlines.                 Boeing-757. Photo Credit Giorgio Parolini

ATLANTIC STAR TO BRING LARGEST PLANE SO FAR
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No Prob! Rylan 
Rylan Mark James Jonas
Donna Crowie, SAMS

Marie Jonas and Andrew Henry was blessed with their arrival of 
their son Rylan Mark James Jonas on January 11 2017 at 8:50am 
weighing 3.19kg, 45cm  at the Panaroma Medical Clinic in Cape 
Town.   
"Baby Rylan is doing fi ne and is no trouble at all" Mummy told The 
Sentinel.
Mummy is doing really well and is ready to rock n roll.
Daddy is working on the RMS St Helena and  is missing his little 
boy so much. 
Marie and Andrew would like to thanks Doctor Francisco and Mid-
wife Erica Bowers for the pre natal care and special thanks to Mid-
wife Rosie Mittens in accompanying them to Cape Town.   
Also extended thanks goes to Gail and Tony Scott and family in Cape 
Town and to all family and friends who sent cards, gifts and blessings. 

Flip It And Run! - Shrove Tuesday Celebrated at the Canister

Shrove Tuesday, also known as Pancake Day, was celebrated 
at the Canister on Tuesday 28 February. The evening was or-
ganised by the St James Parish. “We have the pancake races 
to celebrate the last bit of luxuries that we can have before we 
plunge into the abstinence of Lent.” Father Dale said.  
“The Pancake races are part of the tradition in the United King-
dom, and the way the story goes is that one of the ladies was 
a bit late getting to church, so she started to run, fl ipping her 
pancake at the same time.” Father Dale explained.
Adults and children gathered at the canister at 5:15pm to watch 
and join in with the pancake races planned for the evening. 
One of the children who participated in the races told The Sen-
tinel, “My favourite part is when I ran down to the end of the 
car park and fl ipped the pancake 20 times before I ran back 
up.”
Hot food including a selection of curries, hotdogs and pancakes 
were on sale. There were also sweets available for people who 
took part in the races.

Roxanna Williams, SAMS
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Dancing the Night Away for Charity

First ‘Not So Strictly’ Competition 
Goes Off With a Bang

Around 70 people were treated to a night of 
performances by eight couples who took part 
in the fi rst ‘Not So Strictly’ dance competition 
at Plantation House on Saturday, which was 
hosted by Nicola Essex’s Grapevine Dance 
Studios. Compering for the night and keeping 
the crowd entertained between performances 
was Damien O’Bey and Luke Bennett.
The aim of the event was to help raise money 
for charities on island, including the Disabled 
Society, Making Ends Meet and the SPCA, 
Governor Lisa Phillips said in her opening 
speech, “Tonight it is all about charity, so I 
hope you brought lots of money with you.”
The eight couples all had to perform the Bos-
ton and then a dance of their choice. Dances of 
the couple’s choice included the waltz, the cha 
cha and the salsa.
Four judges, consisting of Nicola Essex, Mer-

rill Joshua, Betty Joshua and Angelo Berbotto 
then gave them feedback, both positive and 
negative, so they could fi ne tune their perfor-
mance for this coming Saturday. Judge Betty 
Joshua told the performers, “It took me back 
to the community centre many years ago when 
I was fi rst learning the Boston, so nostalgia for 
me. But well done you have all done very well 
to start off with.”
Two performances were also done by Nicola 
and Angelo, who gave a demonstration of the 
cha cha, jive, rumba and salsa and also an in-
terpretive dance.
The night ended with a roundup from the com-
peres and one fi nal round of the Boston, which 
the audience joined in with. 
Anticipation is now in the air for both dances 
and the public for the big night this Saturday 
at Prince Andrew School, where a ‘Not So 
Strictly’ couple will be crowned the winners.

Hannah Durnford, SAMS
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Jane Durnford, SAMS

It’s that time of year again, where the Chief 
Justice and the legal team are back on the is-
land.  I am sure they are no doubt busy with 
cases.

What I have seen recently and what disturbs 
me is the SHG prison bus carrying prisoners 
out of Jamestown.  It’s not just the ‘normal’ 
prisoners but also convicted sex-offenders.
These men are bold as brass and have the 
cheek to wave out the window.  I have been 
on the street twice in the last two weeks to 
witness this fi rst hand.  The fi rst time, I was 
outside the DIY I glanced across the road and 
while the bus went past, a person who is in 
prison for horrifi c sex offences waved at me. 
My jaw hit the fl oor and I had a good rant to 
the person I was with as I felt this was un-
acceptable.  Is it just me who sees this and 
feels uncomfortable?  And should this even 
be permitted?

I accept that prisoners should have basic hu-
man rights but I consider their visibility in 
this manner insensitive to the victims who 
are trying to re-build and carry on with their 
lives!
Could there be a vehicle to transport these 
people with windows up higher so they can-
not see out and more importantly not be seen 
by the public?
We are told that the prison is due to move out 
of Jamestown, however there seems to still 
be some uncertainty as to where and when.  
A new prison is long overdue and I for one 
would welcome an update on progress, so we 
can get a timeframe on how much longer we 
have to continue to see this behaviour.
These people get released back into society 
and I’m not saying they should be tarred and 
feathered, but they are accepted back into 
the community and go about their everyday 
business seemingly without any shame or re-
morse.  I fi nd this incredibly disturbing and 
feel so much compassion for the victims out 
there.  
Carrying on with my comment about the le-
gal system, I once sat in court on a Thursday 
morning, and was horrifi ed and speechless 
when the legal representative for the perpe-
trator suggested writing a letter to his victim, 
apologising for his actions. For me it was like 
writing a letter to the victim and everything 
will be alright.  But no matter how many let-
ters are written to the victims, the damage 
has been done and the perpetrator should not 
use that as a way of getting a lesser sentence.  

South Atlantic Media Services, Ltd., The Media Centre, Castle Gardens, Jamestown, 
St Helena, South Atlantic Ocean, STHL 1ZZ. Tel: 22727 E: news@sams.sh, W: www.sams.sh
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OPINION ST HELENA SNIPPETS

“Us Got Nuff Now Jo!”
“How Bout Next Week La?”
Damien O’Bey, SAMS
continued from front page
that the island would not receive any signifi -
cant rainfall in the early months of 2017. How-
ever February – which is traditionally one the 
hottest months of year on St Helena – turned 
out to be a particularly wet month with a total 
of 116.2mm of rain recorded to have fallen in 
Bottom Woods. Other areas on island would 
have seen much higher levels of rainfall, and 
as a result the level of raw water stocks on the 
island has now reached 62 %. This is a dra-
matic increase when considering levels were 
below 11% in January.
Bowsering of water has now stopped but Con-
nect St Helena’s; Borehole Exploration Pro-
gramme will continue to ensure that St Helena 
doesn’t fi nd itself in a similar situation in the 
future.
Although our water situation is better, un-
predictable weather patterns are affecting the 
entire globe and there is no certainty when 
signifi cant rains will come again. Therefore 
residents are encouraged to continue exercis-
ing care to preserve water.

Thanks 
Girl Guide Association wishes to announce that they will no longer host the 
biannual Miss St. Helena Contest and invites any organisation who may be 

interested in the opportunity of hosting this competition to please contact the 
Secretary Mrs Rosalie Lawrence on telephone no.24658 by the 31st March 2017.
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This Month is about to Get Very Fishy
Making March Marine Starts for Second Year Running
Hannah Durnford, SAMS

Making March Marine has once again be-
gun - for the second year running - as part of 
the Marine Section’s aim to help raise aware-
ness of St Helena’s waters and marine life.
Marine Conservation Offi cer Elizabeth Cling-
ham told SAMS more about the campaign, 
“As we did last year, we had a whole month 
which we tried to dedicate to the marine en-
vironment. The purpose of the month is to try 
and get people thinking about the marine en-
vironment, what it means to them and what it 
means to their life. We’ve got a series of events 
planned and some are still in the making.”
Some of the events planned throughout the 
month include a marine arts and craft session 
at the museum, an ocean fi rst-timers and a 
games night at Ann’s Place. 
“We are hoping to have an ocean fi rst-timers, 
we have tried this for three years now, but 
unfortunately every time we schedule it, the 

sea doesn’t seem to be so nice that day. The 
other thing that is defi nitely planned is a games 
night; we’ve traditionally held a quiz night, 
which is usually hosted by the SNCG, but this 
time we are going to do a games night which 
will be held at Ann’s Place,” Elizabeth said.
The Marine Section are encouraging everyone 
to take part in the events during Making March 

Marine and also to go on marine tours with the 
island’s local tour operators.
“I think if you can let the fun infl uence your 
thinking then that’s good enough for us. Of 
course we will be trying very hard to spread 
the message of conservation, but there is far 
more that the ocean has to offer us,” Elizabeth 
concluded.

Dear Editor,
It saddens me that yet again the mynah birds 
are being targeted.  A few years ago there was 
a campaign to eradicate them.  A couple of 
people were brought into the Island to teach 
the islanders how to make traps to catch my-
nahs.  They even went into the schools to show 
children how to entrap and kill them!
At that time we were told that the mynahs 
were responsible for the decreasing population 
of wirebirds.  Now the wirebird population 
has increased, so what have we got against the 
mynahs this time?  We are told that they do 

The Editor
St Helena Government has seen it fair share of 
Elected Members leaving before their term of 
offi ce for this 4 years.
Those who think they can make a better St 
Helena and persuade constituents to vote them 
into offi ce and then
only to throw in the towel and resign for vari-
ous reasons. Have they studied the system St. 
Helena has for a Government.
If the system is not working then a collec-
tive request can be made to the Governor for 
change. In this Committee system 
we have this has been done in the past. Even a 
study of the Ministerial System has been done 
and some Councillors are 
still in offi ce now. It will take a good Coun-
cillor to go the distance and stand up for the 
things needed to make a difference.
One may not fi nd all the answers just within 
the Castle walls---but there are other ways. 
It would seems that the Council is lacking 
Leadership and has distance itself from their 
constituents. Legco members don’t 
see themselves as the opposition and holding 
anyone to account. Members need to know 
what information can be release
to the public and  media services need to im-
prove to keep the people informed.
For those of you contemplating running in the 
next election there is still time to studied the 
system.
Lionel Williams

FOR RENT
Compton House, Market Street, Jamestown

Traditional Town House with Open Court Yard
2 Double Bedrooms and a Small Single Bedroom

2 Reception Rooms, Fully Furnished

Available from mid/late this month, March 2017
Long-terms lets are preferable
£500.00 per calendar month

All enquiries to:  Julie Thomas, Gordon’s Post
Tel No: + 290 24001

not cause a direct threat to the gumwood for-
est, but they disperse seeds of invasive plants.  
That is a lame excuse for exterminating them!
These poor birds are only doing what is nat-
ural to them.  They have been on the Island 
for nearly 200 years; why are they now such 
a problem?  The gumwood forest is surely 
not too large for periodic weeding of invasive 
seedlings.
I know some people do not like mynah birds, 
but they are pretty harmless.  We protect the 
sharks and crocodiles, and various other nas-
ties, after all.  Does not the mynah bird fall 

under the category of Nature and the Natural 
environment?
Sincerely,
Delia Huxtable 
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Write for the offer to: 
CBM, Flat 9, Scarlet Oak, 911 - 913 Warwick Rd., 

Solihull, England, B91 3EP.

CHANGE IN WASTE 
MANAGEMENT 

SERVICES

The public is advised that with immediate effect and until further 
notice, all enquiries to Waste Management Services’ should be di-
rected to the Landfi ll Manager, Patrick Crowie, on tel no: 23655 or 
e-mail: landfi ll.manager@helanta.co.sh.

This includes the following enquiries:

• Wheelie bin requests 
• Domestic & commercial waste collection
• Hazardous waste disposal
• Incineration service
• Secure data disposal service
• Any waste management issues

The public will be advised when enquiries can revert back to the 
Environmental Risk Manager, Mike Durnford.

Waste Management Services would like to thank the public for their 
cooperation.

SHG                                                                                                                                   
24 February 2017
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A Positive Approach to Education
Almost 4 Years Since Launch of Apprenticeship Scheme
Hannah Durnford, SAMS

It has been almost four years since the in-
troduction of the apprenticeship scheme to St 
Helena. Since the start of the scheme in Sep-
tember 2013, there have been 123 apprentices 
coming through the system. 
Work Development Coordinator Cynthia Ben-
nett told The Sentinel how she felt the scheme 
has been going, “It has been brilliant. In my 
view it has been a great success and we have 
had quite a few achievements so far.”
The apprenticeship scheme makes provision 
for both academic and work based training. 
The scheme helps people to become more 
qualifi ed and be able to undertake the job more 
effectively and effi ciently.
Since the launch of the scheme there have 
been two reviews of it to test the effectiveness 
of the scheme and make improvements. “In 
the fi rst review the major change was actually 
allowing anybody to enter the scheme, before 
people had to be unemployed. In the second 
review the major change was to allow for the 
addition of another band on the scheme. That 
band allows for full time study at Prince An-

drew School,” Cynthia said.
So far the scheme is doing well and the ap-
prentices are taking a positive approach to it 
and are continuing to work hard. “I think peo-
ple are realising now the importance of qualifi -
cations and we are enabling people to achieve 
this,” Cynthia concluded.

What A Catch!
St Helena’s fi sherman to be 
a part of $180,000 project
Damien O’Bey, SAMS

St Helena’s fi sherman were told at the annual 
general meeting of the St Helena Fishermans 
Association that funds totalling $180,000 had 
been approved for a project to be launched 
between the International Pole & Line Foun-
dation (IPNLF), the St Helena Government, 
the St Helena Fisheries Corporation and sup-
ported by local fi shermen. In an article on the 
IPNLF’s website it says, “The project aims to 
establish a conservation area throughout the 
entire St Helena maritime zone to shield a vast 
ocean area from harmful fi shing activities and 
provide valuable protection for the local com-
munity’s low-impact, socially responsible tuna 
fi shery.”
At the meeting The St Helena Fishermans As-
sociation was also renamed to St Helena Com-
mercial Fishermans Association (SHCFA) 
following a constitutional change.  As is nor-
mal at an AGM a new committee was elected. 
Fishermans Representative and Communica-
tions Offi cer, Julie Thomas told The Sentinel 
about the new committee, “Waylon Thomas 
has been elected to the substantive position 
of Chairman. Dorrian Caswell – known affec-

tionately to all of us as Duffy – is now the Vice 
Chair. Christine Caswell is the Treasurer, and 
Peter Thomas is the Boat Owners Representa-
tive. The position of secretary still needs to be 
fi lled but we have four potential candidates but 
they’re all off-island at the minute.”
2017 promises to be a busy year for the SHC-
FA who will be involved in a number of proj-
ects that should help to develop the island’s 
fi shing industry.
After the founder of Blue Marine Foundation, 
Charles Clover – an environmental journal-
ist with over 30 years of experience – made a 
fl eeting visit to St Helena, he has since written 
an article in which he has said, “I was there 
on a fact fi nding trip to see if Blue Marine and 
our allies in the GB Oceans coalition could 

do anything to help the island now it has an-
nounced its intention to create a meaningful 
marine protected area with sustainable fi shing, 
thereby protecting St Helena’s extraordinary 
marine biodiversity.  In theory, an MPA should 
enable St Helena’s fi shermen to create a high-
quality, low-volume tuna brand with appeal to 
markets in London and elsewhere where buy-
ers are willing to pay top prices for tuna with a 
strong conservation story behind it.”
Also high on SHFCA’s agenda will be The 
Fisheries Limits Ordinance which was re-
viewed last year, but is now awaiting drafting 
into a bill to be submitted to Legislative Coun-
cil. Until this bill is passed a new licensing 
policy – which will help with projects men-
tioned in this article – cannot be enacted.

CHANGES TO 
BUSINESS TAX ON 

ST HELENA

An additional information session to pres-
ent the proposed changes to business tax on 
St Helena from 1 April will be held at the 
Canister, on Monday, 6 March 2017, from 
5pm to 7pm. 

Councillors and SHG Offi cials will be in at-
tendance to answer questions that members 
of the business community may have, in re-
lation to the proposed changes. 

SHG                                                                                                                                     
27 February 2017 
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VACANCY
ACCOUNTS EXECUTIVE

Corporate Finance invites applications for an Accounts Executive to work in their Accounting Services Section. 

The Accounts Executive will have the opportunity to contribute to the effective operations of the fi nancial accounting system and is 
responsible for the accurate and effi cient entry of data.  This is a diverse role which involves the monitoring of transactions for all 
directorates within the St Helena Government.
Applicants will be effective team player and should have at least 1 year of recent experience in an accounting environment and be 
committed to developing knowledge and skills.

Applicants should possess intermediate IT skills in Access Dimensions and Asset Manager and Payroll and Crystal Reports.  

Persons interested should have attained GCSE Mathematics and English at Grade C or above and GSCE Accounts at grade C or 
ACCA Certifi ed Accounting Technician Level 1 or equivalent.

Salary for the post is at Grade B commencing at £6,722 per annum. 

For further details about the post interested persons can contact Delrae Yon delrae.yon@sainthelena.gov.sh or Sara Benjamin 
sara.benjamin@sainthelena.gov.sh, telephone number 22470.

The closing date for applications is Monday 6th March 2017.  Application forms can be obtained from Corporate Human Resources 
and Corporate Finance, The Castle, and should be submitted through Directors, where applicable, to Sarah Williams, Corporate 
Human Resources, The Castle, or e-mail sarah.williams@sainthelena.gov.sh.

Corporate Services                              February 2017

VACANCY 
PLANNING OFFICER

The Environment and Natural Resources Directorate has a vacancy for a Planning Offi cer with at least 5 years’ experience in develop-
ment planning or a related technical fi eld.

As the Planning Offi cer your job role is to administer and enforce the Land Planning and Development Control Legislation and Regu-
lations and provide executive support to the Land Development Control Authority (LDCA).
You should have GCSE’s at grade C or above in English and Maths or Technical Drawing and have a valid class C driving licence. 
Your experience should also include a sound knowledge of and experience in Rural and Urban Land Use Planning and Development.
Salary for the post is at Grade E1 which is £14,138 per annum.

For further information please contact Mrs Riana de Wet, Head of Planning and Building Control on 22270.

An application form and Job Profi le is available from Essex House and should be submitted to the Human Resources Manager, 
ENRD, Essex House or e-mail karen-thomas@enrd.gov.sh by no later than Wednesday 15th March 2017.

All appointments are subject to the successful candidate providing satisfactory clearances, including a medical check and vetting/DBS 
clearance. SHG reserves the right to have information provided on the application form independently verifi ed.

SHG positively accepts applications from all members of the community regardless of race, gender, disability, age, sexual orientation, 
religion or belief, and will consider all applications on the basis of merit, in accordance with the person specifi cation. All disabled 
applicants meeting the minimum criteria listed in the job profi le will be guaranteed an interview.

Derek Henry, Acting Director
Environment and Natural Resources Directorate                                                                                                        27 February 2017
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WorldWorld  NEWSNEWS

EU set to ban raw 
ivory exports from July

The EU is set to ban raw ivory exports 
from 1 July as it struggles to deal with what 
was almost certainly another record year of 
ivory seizures across the continent in 2016.
Europe sells more raw and carved ivory 
to the world than anywhere else, feeding a 
seemingly insatiable appetite for elephant 
tusks in China and east Asia.
Although the international ivory trade has 
been largely banned since 1990, European 
vendors are legally allowed to export ivory 
“harvested” before that date, whether raw 
– whole tusks, ivory chunks or scraps – or 
worked by carving, polishing or engraving.
Traffi ckers can infi ltrate this legal market 
by, for example, using falsifi ed or forged 
internal EU trade certifi cates to pass their 
poached ivory off as lawful produce. These 
papers may serve as the basis for re-export 
certifi cate applications from Europe to east 
Asian countries, particularly China and 
Hong Kong.
But a draft EU guidance document seen by 
the Guardian indicates a possible 1 July date 
for an export ban on unprocessed ivory to 
“make sure that tusks of legal origin are not 
mixed with illegal ivory”.
Heirlooms, cultural artefacts and scientifi c 
and educational specimens would be partly 
exempted from the EU’s trade embargo.
The sanction would also not affect worked 
ivory items or the EU’s internal tusk trade, 
although rules would be tightened.
However, the political signal sent by the 
export ban was warmly welcomed by cam-
paigners, after similar moves to squeeze the 
bloody trade in China and the US.
The Guardian

Photograph: Eric Nathan / Alamy/Alamy

“Without Warning”

Mundens Path Closed Amidst 
Fears of a Possible Collapse

The lower Mundens path that leads from 
Jamestown to Ruperts Valley has been closed 
because of a large crack in the cliff face that 
could cause the path to collapse at any time. 
The crack was discovered when a group of 
consultants came out to assess the cliff face. 
It was determined that the area could collapse 
at any time and so it was decided to close the 
road. 
“One of the members of ENRD mentioned 
to us about Roman’s Cove and so they went 
round and did a risk assessment along with the 
Rock Guards and discovered quite a serious 
fracture in the cliff face,” Emergency Planning 
manager, Ian Johnson told The Sentinel. “The 

assessment is that it could come down at any 
time and without any warning. If that crack 
opens up further and the cliff face falls away it 
will take the footpath with it.” 
The higher path is still open and signage has 
been put in place to stop people wandering 
into the dangerous areas. Mundens fort is still 
accessible to the public however part of the 
sea below has been designated as dangerous. 
“You can still get round to Ruperts using the 
upper footpath; which is in much better repair 
anyway,” said Ian. “We have also closed off a 
bit of the sea below because if the cliff does 
drop down, apart from the falling rocks, it will 
create quite a shockwave.” 
The section of the cliff is in an area that is too 
dangerous for Rock Guards to work on. The 
restrictions will therefore have to remain in 
place until the cliff collapses on its own.

Andrew Turner, SAMS
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CLOSED SEASON FOR SPEAR FISHING 
  

1ST JANUARY 2017 TO 31ST MARCH 2017 
  

DURING THIS PERIOD SPEAR FISHING IS 
NOT ALLOWED AT ANY TIME OR PLACE IN 

ST HELENA’S WATERS. 
  
The Spear Guns (Control) Ordinance states that during a 
closed season, no person shall have a spear gun in his 
possession on or within twenty meters of any tidal water or 
upon any beach or foreshore or while swimming or while in 
any vessel. 
  
During this time most fish are at the spawning stage and it is 
therefore necessary to put measures in place to allow marine 
life a chance to breed and to grow into sustainable 
resources. The aim of the controlled season is not to stop 
people from enjoying the sea and its life but to respect our 
oceans and its resources.  
 
 
____________________________________________________ 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT DIVISION, ESSEX HOUSE, JAMESTOWN 
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Renault Clio sport (172 cup) - £6500 ono.
If interested contact Craig Scipio on 23256 or 25215

FOR SALE 

The Engine 
That Couldn’t 
RMS Experiencing Issues 
During Voyage to Capetown
Andrew Turner, SAMS

The RMS St Helena currently has some minor problems with 
her tail shaft and starboard propeller. This has caused the starboard 
engine to be shut down and the RMS is travelling to Cape Town on 
one engine only. 
The tail shaft issue was investigated by divers while the RMS was 
anchored in James Bay on Saturday. It was concluded that the issue 
would not affect the ship’s ability to sail for Cape Town. The RMS 
departed at six minutes past 11 on Sunday morning. 
She was originally expected to arrive at Cape Town at 2pm on Fri-
day but has since encountered propeller issues which will delay the 
ship by 24 hours. 
The RMS is not expected to dry-dock whilst she is in Cape Town 
but repairs will be made on the propeller. It is likely that the RMS 
departure from Cape Town will be delayed because of the repairs 
and a revised RMS schedule will be released soon. 
Divers will also make further inspections of the tail shaft while she 
is in Cape Town. However it is expected that any work needing to 
be undertaken on the tail shaft will be performed at the scheduled 
dry-dock in August. 

Weekly Weather Report
Please see stats below from the Met Offi ce, Bottom Woods 

for W/E 26th February 2017

Max Temp                23.0 ºC  
Min Temp                 18.2 ºC 
Mean Temp              20.1 ºC
Mean W/Spd            12.6 Kts
Max Gust                  29 Kts
Total Rainfall            18.6 mm
Total Sunshine         13.3 hrs

NB: All data collected & 
specifi c to the Bottom 

Woods area.
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Explore your stunning island 
during St Helena Tourism’s  

Fes val of Walking. With walks 
ranging from easy to difficult, 

there’s something for 
everyone. 

Discover your island - come 
walk with us! 

Date Time Event 

10 March 02:00 pm Town Walk 

11 March 09:00 am Blue Point  

 10:00 am Donkey Walking 

 02:00 pm Planta on Forest 

12 March 08:00 am Port to Port 

13 March 09:00 am King and Queen Rock 

 10:00 am South West Point 

14 March 08:30 am Longwood Boundary Walk 

 10:30 am Tree plan ng at Millennium Forest 

 tbc Evening Stroll 

15 March 09:00 am Diana’s Peak 

 02:00 pm High Knoll Fort 

16 March 09:00 am Wirebird Tour / Millennium Forest 

 09:00 am Peak Dale 

17 March 08:30 am Lot’s Wife’s Ponds 

 01:00 pm Mackintosh Walk 

A full programme of the walks 
can be collected from the 

Tourist Office, where you can 
also purchase a detailed guide 

to the Post Box Walks. 

For more informa on please contact Chris na Plato  
e: chris na.plato@tourism.co.sh or t: 22158 

Festival of Walking 2017 

The Economic Development Group | Head Office | ESH Business Park | Ladder Hill 
Tel: +290 22920 | Fax: +290 22166 | Email: info@esh.co.sh 

The Economic Development Group | Head Office | ESH Business Park | Ladder Hill 
Tel: +290 22920 | Fax: +290 22166 | Email: info@esh.co.sh 
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TIP OF THE WEEK… 

If you accidently 

drop ice cubes, don’t 

throw them in the 

sink.  Drop them in a 

house plant instead. 
 

 

GENERAL 
ELECTION 

2017

Further to the press release issued on 17 January 2017 announcing 
the dissolution of Legislative Council and the 2017 General Elec-
tion, the public is advised of the following changes to the timetable:

Legislative Council will now be dissolved on Saturday 20 May 
2017. The St Helena Constitution requires that a General Election 
be held not less than six weeks (nor more than three months) after 
the date of dissolution, therefore this year’s General Election is now 
planned for Wednesday 26 July 2017. 

All eligible persons are encouraged to ensure they are registered on 
the Electoral Roll and exercise their right to vote. 

Further information on the upcoming General Election will be is-
sued over the coming months.  

SHG
28 February 2017

Prices Going Up - Annual Infl ation Up by 4%

Andrew Turner, SAMS

The Quarterly Statistical News Bulletin 
for December has shown a 4% increase in 
the annual rate of infl ation. The bulletin also 
contains updates on estimated population and 
passenger arrivals. 
The main rises are in food, fuel & light and 
transport. More than half the infl ation rate has 
been caused by goods in the food category; 
most notably imported vegetables. According 
to the bulletin, revisions to the utilities tariffs 

are the second largest cause of the rise in the 
infl ation rate. 
It is noted in the document that infl ation rates 
would be higher if it were not for decreases in 
prices of some low-weight food and household 
items. Another large contributor to this effect 
is the lower costs for internet packages. 
In the last quarter the number of people on-Is-
land averaged 4,550 and the St Helenian popu-
lation was on average 4,132. Compared to last 
year this is a 2.5% decrease in the total number 
of people and a 1.3% decrease in the St Hele-
nian population. There were 35 births and 45 
deaths recorded between January and Decem-

ber of 2016 but inbound and outbound migra-
tion continues to be the highest contributing 
factor of population change on St Helena. 
Over the last year there has been an 11% 
drop in the number of passengers coming to 
St Helena. There has also been a 21% drop in 
people arriving on the RMS. The majority of 
this decline has been in business passengers. 
This can be attributed to a number of factors 
including the reduction in the number of RMS 
visits during the period and the completion 
of the airport contract with the remainder of 
staff involved in the airport project travelling 
mostly by charter fl ight. 

Graph showing contributing 
factors of the infl ation rise
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Hannah Durnford, SAMS

A Landmark That Can’t Be Missed

Diana’s Peak – An Endemic Home to All

Diana’s Peak is St Helena’s highest point at 
820 metres above sea level. It is part of the 
Peaks National Park which covers 291 hect-
ares of the island’s central ridge. It was pre-
viously called Diana’s Peak National Park, 
Diana’s Peak is dominated by a rich commu-
nity of tree-fern thicket, a habitat for many of 
St Helena’s rarest endemic plants such as the 
Redwood, False Gumwood and Dogwood. 
Many of these species are listed as critically 
endangered on the IUCN, International Union 
for Conservation of Nature’s red list. 
Many endemic mosses, liverworts and lichens 
grow amongst the tree ferns. About 220 spe-
cies of endemic invertebrates – which com-
prise more than half the number of endemic 
fauna on St Helena – are found solely in the 
Peaks National Park. The most common inver-

tebrates are the woodlice, spiders and snails.
St Helena is also home to a third of all endemic 
biodiversity in the United Kingdom, including 
the UK’s mainland and its numerous overseas 
territories, which means that Diana’s Peak is 
the most bio-diverse patch of land in the entire 
United Kingdom.
Diana’s Peak provides many benefi ts to St 
Helena, such as recreation opportunities along 
the post-box walking trail, protection of natu-
ral and cultural heritage, spectacular views, 
and it is also a great place to take family and 
friends for a weekend outing. 
Diana’s Peak is a cloud forest. The majority of 
the moisture available for the plants comes in 
the form of a ‘fog drip’, where fog condenses 
on leaves and then drips onto the ground be-
low. The ferns and endemic trees at Diana’s 
Peak are masters at collecting mist and turning 
it into a source of water for the plants. The en-
demic vegetation also has a high level of sur-

face water run-off which provides water in the 
guts and streams that we use every day. 
Accessibility to Diana’s Peak is being im-
proved through a grant from the BEST 2.0 
Programme funded by the European Union. 
This has led to the creation of new boardwalks 
and staircases – some of which are still un-
der construction – to make the trail safer and 
easier for people.  There will also be a new en-
trance to Diana’s Peak from Wrangham’s, near 
SHAPE in Sandy Bay. It is hoped that the old 
trail will be opened very soon.  
Terrestrial Conservation Offi cer Mike Jervois 
told The Sentinel, “I think Diana’s Peak is one 
of the most spectacular places in the world. 
It has an enormous amount of endemic spe-
cies. The diversity of species is amazing. It’s a 
conservationist’s dream job. I think everyone 
should do themselves a favour and go visit Di-
ana’s Peak.”

SEVEN WONDERS OF ST HELENA PART 3
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Mark the spaces with either an X or O. 
The player who places their mark in a 
row wins.

Word Wheel
Create as many words from two letters or 
more using them in each word and using 
the letter in the middle. 

Start at the circle and work your way to the square to complete the maze.
MAZE

If you fi lled a matchbox with gold it could be 
fl attened into a sheet the size of a tennis court

Change one word into another. At each 
step along the way, change just one letter 
to make a new word.

Word Ladder

Chase

Catch

The word 'uncopyrightable' is the is the only 15 
letter word that can be spelled without repeating 
any letter

Did You Know?

Enter numbers into the blank spaces so that 
each row, column and  3x3 box contains the 
number 1 to 9. 

Sudoko Challenge

Ex’s and Oh’sPUZZLE 
TIME
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Public Solicitor – St Helena Island, South Atlantic Ocean

WILL AID
MAKE A WILL WEEK IN SUPPORT OF SHAPE

6 -10 March 2017

MAKING A WILL – WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

It's easy to put off making a will. But if you die without one all that you own (your assets) may be 
distributed according to the law rather than your wishes. This could mean that your partner 
receives less, or that the money goes to family members who may not need it.
It is important for you to make a will, whether or not you consider you have many possessions or 
much money, because:-

if you die without a will, there are certain rules which set out how the money, property or 
possessions should be allocated. This may not be in accordance with your wishes.

unmarried partners cannot inherit from each other unless there is a will, so the death of 
one partner may create serious financial problems for the remaining partner.  There is no 
such thing as a ‘common law wife or husband’.

if you have children, you will need to make a will so that arrangements for the children 
can be made if either one or both parents die.

if your circumstances have changed, it is important that you make a will to ensure that 
your money and possessions are distributed according to your wishes. For example, if 
you have separated and your ex-partner now lives with someone else, you may want to 
change your will. If you are married this may make any previous will you have made 
invalid.

Will Aid has been running since 1988.  Will Aid is a special partnership between the legal 
profession and charity. The idea is that, instead of paying a solicitor’s fee, clients are invited to 
make a donation to charity for the cost of the will.  The Public Solicitor Office is supporting Will 
Aid and has nominated SHAPE as our charity.

If you would like further information about making a will or updating your existing will please 
contact the Public Solicitor office. Based on current charges, the donation to SHAPE will be £15 
for a simple and straightforward will. For a more complicated will, charges will be between £20 
and £50.

For more information or an appointment please contact:

Personal Assistant to the Public Solicitor
The Fort, Ladder Hill, St Helena

Telephone +(290)23008
Email: papublicsolicitor@helanta.co.sh www.publicsolicitor.com
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The Great Fire 
of London

This half term at Harford Primary School, 
Year 1 and 2 have been historians, learning 
about The Great Fire of London.  They pre-
tended to be eyewitnesses and as a result, they 
produced diary entries documenting what they 
imagined the event to be.  

Contribution, Harford Primary

2nd September 1666
Today there was a great fi re! The 2nd Septem-
ber 1666 Sunday and the big fi re burnt 300 
houses.  My house was close to the bakery.  I 
was sleeping and I heard people screaming.  
So I looked out my window.  I saw Thomas 
Farynor and his family was on the roof.  My 
dad got us out of the house and people were 
trying to put out the fi re with water but the fi re 
was too big so they could not put it out.  So 
they went to the River Thames.  
Ashley Henry 

2nd September 1666
Today a gigantic fi re happened. I heard people 
screaming.  Four people died in the fi re.  There 
was smoke everywhere.  I couldn’t see any-
body. The fi re was very scary. 
Joel Henry-Williams.

2nd September 1666
Today a fi re started in London.  When I woke 
up at 9 o’clock people were screaming.  It was 
like I was in the oven.  I rushed out the house 

as fast as I could.  I went to River Thames.  It 
was nasty.  It was not nice. 
Matthew Thomas

2nd September 1666
Today was the worst.  Today there was a 
great big fi re.  I heard people screaming and 
people trying to escape in boats on the River 
Thames!!  I saw fl ames bursting.  There was 
fi re everywhere and more than one person died 
in the great fi re of London.  
Alexa Leo.

2nd September 1666
I hated today.  There was the most giant fi re 
I have ever seen in London!  I was trying to 
sleep.  I was going to shout BE QUIET! Until 

I looked out the window worried.  London was 
on fi re!  I wish mum and dad didn’t lock me in 
my bedroom.  Luckily my window was still 
open so I rushed to my window and jumped 
out hearing explosions and screaming. 
Daniel Ansell

2nd September 1666
Today the city blew up.  All the people was 
shouting fi re! I smelt smoke. 
Dylan Mendy Hercules

2nd September 1666
Today there was a big fi re.  The houses were 
burning down.  I felt sad.  I saw fi re.  I smelt 
smoke.  I heard people screaming.  It was a 
bad day. 
Skye Stander.

2nd September 1666
A fi re happened today.  It destroyed my house.
Axel Francis. 

2nd September 1666
Today a big fi re happened.  Lots of houses 
burned down.  My house burnt down too.  I 
saw fi re and I smelt smoke.  
LeAndro Roberts

2nd September 1666
This evening when I saw the fl ames cracking 
the house I know it was a fi re!  I smelt smoke.  
I heard sizzling.  I tasted fi re.  I didn’t know 
what to do.  I was scared and I was freaking 
out.  I was really scared.  I felt hot.  I couldn’t 
even move.  I was almost dead.  I was very 
very scared.  It was pretty scary and danger-
ous.  It made me nervous.  I was confused 
not knowing what to do.  I felt like I was in a 
dream.  I felt amazed.  Something was going 
on.  It wasn’t a dream.  Oh no!  London was on 
fi re! -Qhi Green
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DISPOSAL OF 
SHG VEHICLES/ITEMS

The Transport Section of the Environment & Natural Resources Directorate wishes to dispose of the following vehicles/items by 
public tender:

These vehicles/items will be sold on an “as is” basis; viewing will be at the Garage Complex, Donkey Plain on Saturday 4th March, between 
the hours of 11am and 2pm and also on Wednesday 8th March, 2017 between 1.30 pm to 3.30pm.  Tender forms will be available on the 
days of viewing.
All tenders must be submitted in a plain sealed envelope marked Tender Reference SHG Vehicles/Items and placed in the Tender Box, at 
Essex House by no later than 4pm on Friday 10th March 2017.

Nicholas George                                        
Senior Transport Manager                          22 February 2017

ST HELENA BEAT SURGERIES

MARCH 2017
As part of their Neighbourhood Policing Programme, St Helena Police Offi cers will continue their ‘beat surgeries’ in various places 
around the Island throughout March 2017. 
These surgeries are designed to take place in busy areas where it is easier for more people to attend (see dates & times below). 
A questionnaire will also be available so people can tell the Police what concerns them most in their area. This will help the Police 
identify patterns which will then help them to develop a problem solving plan.  

Beat Surgeries - Dates & Times

SHG, 27 February 2017



19www.sams.shTHE SENTINEL | Thursday 2 March 2017

SAMS RADIO 1 SCHEDULE
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Happy Hearts Club is a group set up to support people to come 
together for good company, music and food every other Wednesday 
evening. 

 

As a group we pride ourselves on inclusion, support and fun! 

 

Happy Hearts Club is intending to develop a committee to help run 
its core functions and protect its interests moving forward. 

 

We welcome any members of the public with an interest and passion 
in this type of venture to tender your interest in becoming a 
committee member. 

 

Anyone interested should contact Social Care Officer, Anna Crowie, 
or Adult Services Manager, Paul Bridgewater, on tel: 23172. 

 

Thank You! 
 

The winners for the 
February Scout Jackpot 

were: 
1st prize - £100 – Geraldine Bagley – Tel. 23103 -Ticket 658
2nd - £50 - Brian Bennett - 11 Steps - Tel. 22492 - Ticket 251
3rd - £25 - Mavis M Williams - Guinea Grass - Tel 24615 - Ticket 503
4th - £25 - Tracy Buckley - Briars -Ticket No. 257  
 

The March Jackpot 
will be drawn live on Friday, 31 March 2017.

Tickets are available from shops being Yon- New Ground, Larry 
Thomas-Longwood, Sylvia Stevens, McKnight’s, Thorpe’s 
Wholesale, Rose & Crown & MTB’s Mini Mart. Also from the 
Standard, Inkwell and the following personnel: Mark & Colin Yon,  
Ray Hudson, Elaine Benjamin, Debbie Williams, Joy George, June 
Lawrence, Pat Crowie, Bobby Essex, Terry Richards, David Young, 
Dorita Fuller & Valerie Henry – Ruperts - also available from the 
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers

REMEMBER TO HAVE ANY CHANCE OF WINNING, 
YOU MUST PARTICIPATE

A refurbished house and a new built fl at for sale in Market Street, 
opposite the Duke of Edinburgh Playground.

Four Bedrooms. Bathroom with bath and separate shower including basin and toilet. 

Veranda leading down-stairs to a large kitcken including oven, hob, fridge and microwave.

Livingroom, Dining Room and Games Room.

Shower Room with basin, toilet, washing machine and dryer combined.

Entrance hall leading to courtyard and a spacious one bedroom fl at and kitchen.
+ Kitchen with oven, hob and microwave. Also Shower Room with basin and toilet.

Planning permission given for a two bedroom fl at. 

Interested persons should contact Sylvia Peters on telephone number 25097 
before 12th March. Thereafter in the UK on telephone number 0044 7398 838832 

or email: sylviadpeters@googlemail.com

PROPERTY FOR SALE
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PM Ignored Airport Warnings
New Revelations Show David Cameron Knew of Airport Problems in 2010

Ministers in the UK were warned that the 
plans for St Helena Airport may be fl awed as 
early as 2010; warnings that were ignored by 
former Prime Minister David Cameron. 
Writing just eleven days after the announce-
ment of the airport, in July 2010, former pilot 
Brian Heywood told the PM it was unlikely 
any airline would operate to St Helena Airport 
because of St Helena’s geography. He contin-
ued by saying that “no money should be spent 
on the project until an agreement was made 
with the US Government about the use of As-
cension Island by a civilian aircraft.”
He also said another major point related to the 
annual running costs of the airport, saying that 
the airport being profi table from year one was 
“hopelessly optimistic” and even a later pre-
diction of profi tability in the short term was 
unrealistic.
Mr Heywood continued by saying that “a 
permanent annual loss is certain” but added, 
“however this is not an obstacle to building 
the airport. It just means that there must be a 
permanent commitment to underwrite the in-
evitable annual loss.”
The letter written by the former British Air-
ways pilot was also sent to the then Secretary 
of State for International Development, in 
which a reply was made to David Cameron 
and Mr Heywood, reassuring the Prime Minis-

Hannah Durnford, SAMS

ter that all areas of concern from Mr Heywood 
had been, or were being addressed.
In 2016 Mr Heywood wrote a second letter to 
David Cameron, after having learnt about the 
problems that led to the airport opening being 
postponed.
In his second letter, Mr Heywood reminded the 
Prime Minister of his original letter from six 
years ago in which he stated that wind would 
be a problem. He added, “My well intentioned 
advice was ignored and £350 million has now 
been spent on an airport which is probably op-
erationally unusable.”

Once again a letter was sent to David Cam-
eron and forwarded to Mr Heywood, saying 
that they are taking the issue very seriously 
and are undertaking detailed work – with the 
help of others.
The revelations were made by Lord Ashcroft 
on the Conservative Home website. In his ac-
companying article, Ashcroft said that “given 
Mr Heywood’s fi rst-rate qualifi cation as an ex-
pert on both St Helena and the airline industry, 
coupled with his astute and well-argued letter, 
his concerns of seven years ago should most 
defi nitely have been heeded.”

Bettering St Helena’s Waters Hannah Durnford, SAMS

Fisheries and Marine Tourism Project Coming to a Close
It has been almost two years since EMD’s 
Marine Section started their project on fi sher-
ies science and marine tourism.
The project is three-fold and aims to help the 
marine section develop the island’s fi sheries 
science, develop mechanisms to manage St 
Helena’s marine tourism and, take into account 
the social and economic aspects of the island’s 
waters.
Marine Conservation Offi cer Elizabeth Cling-
ham told The Sentinel about what has already 
been done as part of the fi sheries science as-
pect of the project, “it has been a very busy 

almost two years. We have a fi sheries science 
program which has been relatively well devel-
oped now. It includes regular visits to the cold 
store, where we weigh and measure fi sh and 
collect other biological samples. We can send 
the samples off to international organisations 
like ICCAT, which is the International Com-
mission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tuna. 
In addition to that side we have also been do-
ing a lot of tagging of fi sh, Tuna’s mostly but 
predominately Yellow Fin and we have tagged 
well over 600 maybe 700 fi sh.”
Another part of the project includes trying to 
economically calculate what the marine envi-

ronment means to the island, “the social and 
economic assessment is coming to an end stage 
now. We have had visitors from Plymouth Uni-
versity come out and have collected various 
data sets and have talked to key people within 
the marine tourism and fi sheries sector, so they 
can quantify economically what the marine en-
vironment means to St Helena,” Elizabeth said.
The project is due to end in July but some as-
pects will fi nish at the end of the fi nancial year. 
“The project is due to fi nish at the end of July. 
But a lot of elements of the project will fi n-
ish at the end of this fi nancial year,” Elizabeth 
concluded.

Lord Ashcroft and David Cameron Credit - mirror.co.ukLord Ashcroft and David Cameron Credit - mirror.co.uk
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FaithMatters

Seventh Day Adventist Church
Saturday 04 March

9.15am - 10.40am - Sabbath School
11.00am - 12.00pm - Divine Service

2.00 - 3.00pm - Family Life
Wednesday 08 March

7.30pm - 8.30pm - Prayer Meeting in 
Jamestown Church

Further information contact: 
Paul Milin 22267

Activities at the Army 
this weekend

SUNDAY 5 MARCH
THE SALVATION ARMY 
WILL BE AT LONGWOOD 
GREEN FOR AN OPEN AIR 

SERVICE AT 4.30PM.  
ALL ARE WELCOME.

MONDAY 6 MARCH
MUMS & TODDLERS PLAY CAFÉ AT THE 
HALF TREE HOLLOW HALL FROM 10AM 

TO 12 NOON.  ALL ARE WELCOME.

Every Wednesday Evening
Prayer meeting & Bible study at the Half Tree 

Hollow Hall at 7.30pm.  All are welcome.
Every Friday & Saturday  

Revive Café & Thrift Shop open from 10am 
to 1pm

There is always a warm welcome for you at the 
Salvation Army.

If you would like to know more about The Sal-
vation Army’s activities, contact Lt. Coral Yon 

on telephone nos 22703/24358.  
Take care and God bless.

Baptist Church Services and Bible Studies
Sunday Services                               5th March 
Sandy Bay Chapel             08.45 am                          
Head O'Wain Chapel                          10.45 am
Jamestown Chapel                               6.00 pm
Bible Studies 
Tuesday                                            7th March      
Jamestown Chapel                               7.00 pm
Thursday                                           9th March 
Sandy Bay Chapel                               5.30 pm

ALL ARE WELCOME

BAHA’I FAITH
                 www.sthelenabahai.org
               

“It is clear and evident 
that all men shall, af-

ter their physical death, estimate the worth of 
their deeds, and realize all that their hands 

have wrought.”
Baha’i Scripture

 DEVOTIONAL MEETING
BAHA’I CENTRE

Gumwoods
8pm

THURSDAY EVENINGS
ALL ARE WELCOME

    Telephone 24525

We are now into the 
third month of a brand 
new year 2017. Maybe 
as we left the old year 
and moved into the new 
year some of us talked 
about turning over a new leaf, others thought 
about making new year resolutions but they 
are soon forgotten by the 5th  January. When 
this happens we often do not really mean to 
keep them or we have set the resolution far too 
high which we know we are going to fail or we 
try to do this in our own strength. Only God 
can give you the power to change.
What a wonderful thing it is to BEGIN 
AGAIN!  What if having made a bad start in a 
subject at school or with a project at work and 
we are doomed to fail or to be dismissed from 
our job. How much more tragic life would be 
if we could never recover from the bad starts 
we all make in moral and spiritual ways.
 Robert Frost wrote in his poem entitled 
BIRCHES -  I’d like to get away from earth 
for a while  and then come back to it and begin 
all over.  The fi rst part of his wish will never 
come true but we can all stay right where we 
are and begin all over.
That is great about salvation, when we are 
saved our sins are blotted out and remembered 
no more the slate has been wiped clean.  We 
can forget our old sins and start all over again.
 God has forgotten our sins. He will cast our 
sins into the depths of the sea and remember 
them no more as far as the east is from the west 
our sins are forgiven and forgotten.
The bible speaks about books and that all are 
short comings are recorded from the day of our 
birth.  But when we are saved they are blotted 
out and remembered no more. 
More than this we are given a completely new 
nature. Behold all things are become new Old 
things are passed away.
When someone becomes a Christian all things 
become brand new. The song writer says “ I 
am a new creation no more in condemnation, 
Here in the grace of God I stand. “ A new life 
has begun.
Of course occasionally we make bad starts 
throughout the course of life even when Christ 
comes into our life we still sin but God is will-
ing and ready to forgive. If we are living in 
the life of God’s presence just as Christ does 
then we have a wonderful fellowship and joy 
with each other. The Bible says ‘The blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin.’  ‘ If 
we confess our sins he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.
Sometimes we hear that after a certain age a 
person cannot change that is true to some re-
spect as  our  patterns of behaviour  is estab-
lished when we are young, but it is also true 
that a man can change and be changed at any 
age, with the help of God. At any time in life 

Praise and Worship service on 
Sunday 5th March at Kingshurst 

Community Centre at 11am

Bible Study/Cell Group 

Tuesday 7th March at 5pm at Cape Villa 
Sheltered Accommodation.

Wednesday 8th March at 7pm at Sandy Bay 
Community Centre also at the home of An-
thony and Elaine Hopkins at Sapperway  at 

7:30pm
All are welcome.

For further information call 23394/22572

we can win victory over a habit in our lives 
and we can begin again.
The apostle Paul must have been thinking back 
to the things he did in life when he said ‘for-
getting the past and looking forward to what 
lies ahead I strain to reach the end of the race.’ 
Each morning is a good time to begin again. In 
our period of personal worship or quiet time, 
we can ask God for strength and grace to live 
this day in victory, in holiness and obedience 
to Him and if we fi nd that we failed by noon 
we can ask him to help us to begin again.
Our prayer should be that we start anew right 

where we are and right now.in the strength of 
Christ and in obedience to His word. 

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA

The Cathedral Parish of St Paul  
Sunday 5 March                 1 Sunday of Lent
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,            Cathedral
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist,              Cathedral
3.30 p.m. Eucharist,               St Peter
Thursday 9 March     
10.00 a.m. Mass,                  Arabia
Sunday 12 March                2 Sunday of Lent
8.00 a.m. Eucharist,           Cathedral 
9.30 a.m. Eucharist,            St Martin
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist,   
      St Helena and the Cross
5.30 p.m. Choral Evensong,            Cathedral

The Parish of St James   
Sunday 5 March                1 Sunday of Lent
9.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist,              St James
3.30 p.m. Eucharist,          St Michael
Wednesday 8 March   
7.30 a.m. Eucharist,              St James
Thursday 9 March    
7.00 p.m. Eucharist with Healing,         St John
Sunday 12 March                2 Sunday of Lent 
9.30 a.m.Sung Eucharist & Vestry,        St John
7.00 p.m. Evening Prayer,              St James

Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 5 March                1 Sunday of Lent
11.15 a.m.Sung Eucharist,               St Mark
Tuesday 7 March    
7.00 p.m. Eucharist,               St Mark
Sunday 12 March                2 Sunday of Lent
11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist & Vestry followed 
by a BBQ,               St Mark
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Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc 
has a vacancy for a ancyyy for a

Trainee Underwriter 

   

Within the St Helena Insurance Cell Captive  

For further information,  
including the Company’s  

attractive benefits package, 
please contact  
Mervyn Henry,  

Underwriter 
on telephone number: 22860 

or via email address:  
Mervynh@solomons.co.sh 

 

Application forms may be 
collected from Solomons Reception 

Desk, in the Main Office Building, 
Jamestown or alternatively an 

electronic copy can be requested 
via e-mail address: 

hradmin@solomons.co.sh and 
should be completed and returned 
to Nicola Essex, Human Resources 

Manager,  
Solomons Office, Jamestown,  

By 15 March 2017 

Job Outline  
To assist in the day-to-day operations of the department and to provide an efficient service to both 

external customers and the St Helena Insurance Agency 
 

Interested Persons Should: 
Have Grade C or above in GCSE Maths & English 

Be computer literate   
Have good Customer Service skills 

Have some knowledge and experience with administrative duties 
   

Salary will start at £569.68 per month, £6,836.16 per annum 

Solomon & Compan
hhas a vaca

nFor further informmation

Atlantic Star To Bring Larger Plane to St Helena

Atlantic Star have announced that they 
will be conducting a familiarisation fl ight to 
St Helena using a Boeing 757-200 aircraft. It 
is expected to arrive at 2pm on Monday af-
ternoon. This aircraft is much larger than the 
Avro jet that was previously fl own here by At-
lantic Star Airlines. 
The aircraft is being operated by TAG avia-

tion and the fl ight is aimed at determining how 
useful St Helena airport could be as a fuel stop 
for planes travelling between Africa and South 
America. Atlantic Star have announced that in 
the long term this could lead to commercial 
services being operated by TAG to the island.
The fl ight will depart from Walvis Bay in Na-
mibia and will stay on the ground at St Hel-
ena Airport for one hour before departing for 
Windhoek, Namibia. 
“We are delighted to be assisting TAG Avia-
tion in exploring St Helena for future fl ight op-

eration opportunities,” said Atlantic Star Cap-
tain, Richard Brown. “The Basil Read team at 
St Helena Airport has been extremely support-
ive of this project and again we thank them for 
their continued cooperation and shared objec-
tive of safe and effi cient fl ight operations to 
St Helena. I am very much looking forward 
to returning to the Island as an advisor to the 
TAG pilot team.”  
Atlantic Star have expressly stated that this ex-
ercise is not connected to the current SHG air 
service procurement exercise. 

Andrew Turner, SAMS

Back Again

Boeing-757
Photo Credit Giorgio Parolini
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Health Promo on on  
St Helena 

Live Long 
Live Well 

 
No Smoking Day - Thursday 9 March 

 

 
1. Think posi ve - Don’t let past experience put you off 

 

 

2. Make a plan to quit smoking - Make a promise, set 
a date and s ck to it. Think ahead to mes where it might 
be difficult - a party for instance - and plan your ac ons 
and escape routes in advance 

 

 

3. Consider your diet -Think about mixing things up a 
bit to reduce the associa ons with smoking  

 

 

 

4. Change your drink - Some people find simply              
changing their drink affects their need to reach for a             
cigare e 

 

5. Iden fy when you crave cigare es - A craving can 
last five minutes. Before you give up, make a list of five-
minute strategies. For example, you could leave the bar 
for a minute or brush your teeth 

 

HEALTH MATTERS 
No Smoking Day - Thursday 9 March 

10 self-help ps to stop smoking 

For more informa on visit h p://www.nhs.uk/livewell/smoking/Pages/stopsmokingnewhome.aspx 
‘Ready Steady Stop’ Smoking Group starts on 23 March at the Jamestown Community Centre from 5pm 

The Group will run for 10 weeks  
For more informa on contact: 

 
 

6. Get some ‘stop smoking’ support - If friends or  
family members want to give up too, suggest to them 
that you give up together. Speak to the  pharmacist or 
community nurses in person or by phone on 23563 

 

 

7. Get moving - Scien fic studies have proved           
exercise cuts cravings and may help your brain  produce 
an -craving chemicals 

 

 
8. S ck with non-smoking friends - When you're out, 
s ck with the non-smokers  
 

 

9. Keep your hands and mouth busy - When you're 
out, try pu ng your drink in the hand that usually holds 
a cigare e, or drink from a straw to keep your mouth 
busy. Nico ne Replacement Therapy (NRT) can double 
your chances of success 

 

10. Make a list of reasons to quit - Make a list of the 
reasons and read it when you need support. Ex-smoker 
Chris, 28, says: “I used to take a picture of my baby 
daughter with me when I went out. If I was tempted, I'd 
look at that.” 

Marian Yon - Health Promo on Coordinator 
marian.yon@publichealth.gov.sh Marian Kanes - Health Promo on Trainer  

hp.trainer@publichealth.gov.sh 
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APPLICATION FOR 
DEVELOPMENT PERMISSION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an Application has been received in respect of the following proposal:
  
1. Proposed 2 Bedroom Dwelling, Nr White Wall, Half Tree Hollow on Land Parcel No. 1252 in the Half Tree Hollow Registration 
Section, adjacent to the property of Mr Arthur Leo . 

2. Proposed Drive Way including altering a portion of the Main Road, Heart Shape View, Briars on Land Parcel No. 0003 in the Alarm 
Forest Registration Section, adjacent to the property of Ms Maureen Young.

3. Proposed 2 Bedroom Dwelling, Cleughs Plain on Land Parcel No. 0593 in the Scotland Registration Section, adjacent to the prop-
erty of Mrs Euphemia Bennett.

4. Proposed 1 Bedroom Flat, Upper Cow Path, Half Tree Hollow on Land Parcel No. 0341 in the Half Tree Hollow Registration Sec-
tion, adjacent to the property of Mrs Carolyn Yon.
Copies of the Applications and Plans may be inspected at the Planning and Building Section, Essex House, Main Street, Jamestown, 
Monday to Friday, from 8.30 am to 4 pm. 
  
Any person who wishes to make representations on the above Application(s) should make them in writing within 14 days, to the Plan-
ning Offi ce, Essex House, Main Street, Jamestown or email Karen-Isaac@enrd.gov.sh

Public Review Commencement Date : 2 March 2017
Public Review Closing Date  : 17 March 2017

Riana De Wet
Chief Planning Offi cer 

The Debate Continues Andrew Turner, SAMS

Same Sex Marriage Application Goes To Supreme Court
A court case to decide if the fi rst ever same-
sex marriage will be allowed to take place on 
St Helena began on Tuesday afternoon. The 
couple are St Helenian, Leemarc Thomas and 
his partner Michael Wernstedt. 
The preliminary hearing was heard by the 
Chief Justice, Charles Ekins and was well-
attended by members of the public. During the 
hearing it was decided that all parties would 
be represented by legal counsel. The Human 
Rights Commission applied to act as an “In-
tervener in Law.” Permission was granted by 
the Chief Justice and the Commission will be 
called on give independent advice on the cur-
rent position of same-sex marriage in Human 

Rights law. 
Because the new Marriage Ordinance was 
withdrawn from LegCo in December the mar-
riage application is being decided under the 
current Marriage Ordinance from 1851. 
The existing Ordinance only refers to “the 
parties to marriage”. It is therefore unclear if 
same-sex marriage is allowed under the Ordi-
nance. Because of this uncertainty the registrar 
was in the process of obtaining legal advice 
when objections were fi led by two members of 
the public. The issue was therefore referred to 
the Chief Justice for consideration. The Chief 
Justice described the case as “an issue of con-
siderable importance for St Helena.”
Parties have now been granted time to fi le their 

skeleton arguments and responses to the court. 
It is therefore unlikely that the case will pro-
ceed until May/June 2017. 

Lemarc Thomas and 
partner Michael Wernstedt
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Enchanted Isle (61366)      : Enchanted Isle limited 

Gannet III (61127) 

Into the Blue (62677/61400)   B:   Into the blue 

Sub Tropic Adventure (62087)       sub tropic adventures 

Supported by: 

Brought to you by: 

Our Ocean is so special!  Often we take it for granted.  
The purpose of this month is to encourage everyone to 

take a moment and think about how important it really is 
and what small changes we can make to preserve it.   

 

We have planned some fun, informative and proactive 
activities for all.   

 

St. Helena’s maritime zone has been designated as a 
category VI MPA – what does that mean?   

Come an find out! 
 

Come on! Make Your March Marine! 

Our local marine tour operators have made a commitment to 
ensure that their tours are environmentally friendly.  As a result all 

have been accredited and we are proud to be associated with them.  
 Book a tour! Enjoy the Ocean!

have been edn accre

Get ready for … 

  BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB::::::::::::::::::::::::::::    

    :::::::::::::::::

       s
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Games Night  
@ Annes Place  
starts at 7pm 

 

Viewing of “The 
End of the Line” 
documentary  

DETAILS COMING SOON... 

 Ocean first timers @ 
 wharf starts at 4.30pm 
Have you always wondered what swimming 

in the ocean is like?  
Come and join the Dive Club for a one to one session 
with experienced swimmers and snorkelers .   
See St. Helena Dive Club Facebook page for details ... 
  

All activities will be promoted via radio and Facebook.   
To ensure you don’t miss out contact us on 22270 or email marine@enrd.gov.sh for further information.  

25tth S
AT

FR
I G

@
st

FR
I G

@
st

G
@
s

10tth Date to   
be agreed  S

AT

Team of six needed.  
Take part in a marine inspired games night!  
Pictionary, Charades and more… 
Checkout SNCG advert in newspaper for details. 

20tth M
O

N

Marine Art & Crafts 
@ Museum 
10am - 12.30pm 

Creative St. Helena will help you be 
inspired by the ocean.   

Children under the age of 8 must be accompanied by 
an adult 

 

Information displays, Touch & feel tanks, 
Mini aquarium  

InfnfIn25tth S
ATto

@ the St. Helena Dive Club .  Open everyday from 10am – 6pm 

M

C ti St H

@
0

@
0

@
1

3rrd FR
I O

w
Have you alwe yo

O
w
w
w

ou alw
4tth S

AT
Underwater clean up  
@ Wharf starts at 9am 

Details to follow.  Watch this space. 

TU
E Vie

n
o

Checkout

TU
E

n
o

E
d14tth 

 
 SNCG advert in newspaper for d SNCG advert

Documentary examines the devastating effect 
that overfishing has had on the world's fish 
populations and argues that drastic action 
must be taken to reverse these trends.  

Jamestown Run  
Clean-up  

Starts @New Bridge 10am 
.  
  

Ja

Starts @News @

Ja

@New

J

@Ne
25tth S

AT

Support the St. Helena Nature Conservation 
Group and help to pick up the litter in 
Jamestown Run. 

@ Museum starts at 6pm 



Every Week An Estimated 2,500+ People Read 
The Sentinel 

all over the world
Advertise Here to Reach Them All

Our deadline for submissions is
4pm on Tuesdays, or reserve space in advance for a later deadline

Contact us for information or to submit ads to: news@sams.sh

Every back issue of The Sentinel is available at all times from our website, meaning 
ongoing promotion for any advertising placed here

St Helena & Proud

Print Numbers: Up   Download Numbers: Up   Facebook Followers: Up

The Sentinel is online every Monday
FREE to view & download

Insert www.sams.sh



Join our team on SAMS Radio 1, Monday 
to Friday, 7-10am.
All the latest gossip and news from St 
Helena, announcements and music, plus 
different guests each day. It’s a GREAT 
way to get the day started.

Second Chance 
Sunday 
9am every Sunday: Catch up on all 
the best interviews from the week in 
our special, Second Chance Sunday, 
beginning every Sunday at 9am

Latest News, Notices, Adverts and Conversation from St Helena, 24/7, streaming from: www.sams.sh

SUNRISE!
News & Noticeboard 

every week day at: 
3am, 5am, 7am, 
10am, 12pm, 5pm, 7pm, 10pm

SENTINEL INSERT

StreamingStreaming              
IVEIVELLsams.sh

www.Interview of the Day 
Afternoons at 5.30pm or 7.30pm. 

A replay in full of interviews 
making the news on St Helena

SAMS Radio 1
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The weekend started well with an increasing 
number of participants for the 9-hole competi-
tion and some great banter on the course and 
at the 19th hole. Niall O’Keeffe (21 points) 
took the honours this week with Foxy Stevens 
winning the nearest the pin sponsored by Mike 
Harper. The competition will continue for the 
foreseeable future, each Friday at 4.30pm.
On Saturday, day two of the Charles Duncan 
challenge cup generously sponsored by the 
Duncan family, once again saw some very 
close scores. 
In the main competition Brian Fowler fi nished 
third with a total 75 points, Niall O’Keeffe (47 
& 30) and Laurence Butters (39 & 38) both fi n-
ished on 77 points, with Laurence taking the 
new Cup on count back. 
 Niall let an 8-shot lead slip with some very 
poor play, the golf tip of the week is to mark all 
putts even if they are very short!
There were two, two-ball winners, Brian 
Fowler on the 16th and Jeffrey Stevens with a 
beautiful chip-in from off the 18th green for an 
eagle two.
Tony Duncan thanked everyone for participat-
ing and Marnie presented the prizes. After the 
presentation there was a selection of delicious 
curries for all those in attendance, which were 
wonderfully prepared by Marnie.
This competition was the last that Laurence 
will play on St Helena and we wish him and his 
family all the best in the future.
Deon Robbertse has had his handicap cut by a 
shot from general play.
On Sunday 16 players participated in a two 

team Texas Scramble Competition. The weath-
er was favourable and some good scores were 
returned. Taking the top position were Hel-
ena & Jeffrey (Foxy) Stevens with 46 points. 
Being the sponsors of the competition they 
awarded the prizes to the next best scores who 
were Donald Bowers & Henzil Beard & Brian 
(Fridge) Joshua & Nicky (Kyser) Stevens. The 
both teams returned a score of 42 points, on the 
count back Donald & Henzil emerged as win-
ners with Brian & Nicky in the runner up posi-
tion.
The two ball pool was shared amongst Kevin & 
Gavin on the 16th, Helena & Jeffrey on the 7th 
with Nicky & Brian with a two on the 5th & 7th 

respectively.
There will be a free day on Saturday 04 March 
but those members wishing to play on that day 
can do so.
On Sunday 05 March there will be a Modi-
fi ed Stableford Competition commencing at 12 
noon.
The AGM is scheduled to take place during 
March and members are asked to come forward 
for election to the committee.
Members are also reminded that membership 
fees are due.
How far from tee to green? A fair-way... Have a 
good week & keep swinging!!!

St Helena Police have received a report of a paramotor glider being fl own along the Deadwood Ridge and in the Alarm Forest area at around 
5.30pm on Monday 27 February 2017. This area falls inside the controlled airspace for St Helena Airport.
 
This matter is now under investigation to establish the circumstances of the infringement with regards to the requirements of the Air Navigation 
(Overseas Territories) Order 2013.

St Helena Police are seeking information as to the identity of the owner of the paramotor and the pilot at the time when the infringement into 
the controlled airspace was believed to have taken place. The paramotor is described as having a white canopy with green trimming and a green 
cross.
Any person with information on the owner or pilot of the paramotor is asked to contact the St Helena Airport Operations Manager on tel: 25180. 
Information will be treated in confi dence. The owner of the paramotor is also asked to please contact the Police Station. 
SHG
1 March 2017

CONTROLLED AIRSPACE INFRINGEMENT AT ST HELENA AIRPORT

GOLF REPORT
Contributed,Niall O’Keefe & Helena Stevens
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Defending Champs Knocked Out of District Tournament Damien O’Bey, SAMS

Levelwood edged a nail-biting match to 
send defending district champions, St Pauls, 
crashing out of the 2017 T20 District Knock-
out Tournament on Saturday afternoon.
Having not played district cricket for two 
seasons, this year’s tournament was eagerly 
anticipated and cricketers relished the chance 
of being able to play competitive cricket with 
different peers.
The match which saw defending champs St 
Pauls go up against the most prolifi c cricketers 
in recent years – the boys from Levelwood – 
was a fi tting curtain raiser for this year’s tour-
nament. Such was the quality of cricket, the 
extras columns of both teams totalled just 15.
St Pauls batted fi rst and chose to pair together 
AJ Bennett and Gareth Johnson to open the 
batting. Both batsmen are regular openers for 
the respective league teams and between them 
struck 471 runs in this year’s league tourna-
ment. However, on this occasion they both lost 
their wickets cheaply. Bennett was dismissed 
– caught Delroy Leo, bowled Brendon Leo for 
4 and Johnson was bowled by Greg Coleman 
for 7.
Ryan Belgrove accelerated the run-rate and 
struck a brutal 35 – that included a six which 
landed on the terraces – before he was caught 
by Sanjay Clingham at long on.
Jordie Henry contributed a steady 20 runs 
before he was trapped LBW by David Fran-
cis, and St Pauls appeared to be in a spot of 
bother. However, their captain Dax Richards 
– who has struggled for form so far this sea-
son – played a captain’s innings of 69. Along 
with Cliff Richards – fresh off a score of 83 in 

his last innings – who added 13 in this match, 
the pair helped St Pauls stumble to 154/8 in 
20 overs.
It was a competitive total that would take some 
chasing, but Levelwood would have been con-
fi dent of overhauling the target.
Ross Henry and Stefun Leo began the run-
chase for Levelwood, but they encountered 
fi ery opening overs from AJ Bennett and Jor-
dan Yon who conceded just 3 runs from the 
fi rst two overs. Leo cracked under pressure 
and was dismissed – caught Johnson, bowled 
Bennett for 2. Henry (12) smashed a six and 
four and seemed to be on his way before he 
was outdone by a bouncer from Bennett which 
brushed his gloves on the way through to Da-
vid Reynolds who was minding the stumps for 
St Pauls.
Levelwood were in trouble at 10/2 and needed 
someone to dig in and steady the ship. One 
batsman did. Shavone Leo – who had already 
collected two wickets in the match – stood fi rm 
and weathered the early storm before dishing 
out some aggression of his own. After using a 
few deliveries to play himself in, he unleashed 
a brutal display of hitting that gave Level-
wood a foothold in the match. His assault on 
St Pauls’ bowling attack lasted until the 14th 
over, by which time he had struck 77 runs and 
his team needed just 42 runs for the win.
It seemed as though Levelwood were now 
fi rmly in control and would go on to win the 
match with relative ease. However we all 
know how unpredictable sports can be.
St Pauls used the momentum they had gath-
ered and tight bowling forced a middle order 

batting collapse.  Levelwood lost four wickets 
in the space of 4 four overs which left them 
needing one run to win with a single wicket in 
hand. Spectators were ready for what should 
have been a tense fi nale. However they were 
left feeling disappointed when Dax Richards 
threw a wide which meant Levelwood would 
advance to the semi fi nals.

IT’S A 
LEVELWOOD 

THING!!!
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Saturday 4 March 2017

Rest 1  Levelwood10 am

CRICKET FIXTURES

Org: Rest 2 & St Pauls

Saturday 25 February 2017
St Pauls 154/8 Levelwood 155/9

Shavone Leo 77
Greg Coleman 2/29

Dax Richards 69
Gareth Johnson 3/15

Sunday 26 February 2017

CRICKET RESULTS

Jamestown 92 Longwood 93/2
Damien O’Bey 22
Scot Crowie 1/12

Darrel Leo 35*
Joey Thomas 5/17

VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE 2017 RESULTS

Sunday, 26 February 2017
Ballsy Ladies vs Saint Setterz 
(15 – 25) (25 - 21) (2 – 15)
LOM: Helena Lochen 

Good Volley Ms Molly vs Volley Diggers   
(25 - 12) (25 - 4)
LOM: Christine Caswell

VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE 2017 FIXTURES

Sunday, 12 March 2017
2:00pm Saint Setterz vs Good Volley Ms 
Molly (Ref: S & BL)
2:30pm Serve-ivors vs Ballsy Ladies 
(Ref: SS & GVMM)
Organiser: Good Volley Ms Molly 

HTH   Longwood1 pm
Org: Sandybay & Jamestown
Sunday 4 March 2017

District Final  1 pm
Org: Semi Final Losers

HTH 166/5 Sandy Bay 98
David Young 49
Dion Phillips 4/8

Brett Isaac 21
Darren Isaac 2/34

District Semi Finals  

FROM THE CHURCH YARD TO FRANCIS PLAIN
HTH Boys Through To Semi’s Damien O’Bey, SAMS

HTH advanced to the semi fi nals of 
the T20 District knockout after they defeated 
Sandy Bay with relative ease on Sunday after-
noon. The boys from HTH picked up a 68 run 
victory. Batting fi rst they set a target of 166 
thanks to innings of 49 from David Young and 
44 from Andrew Yon. Dion Phillips (8) and 
Chris Owen (28) also combined to good effect 
at the back end of HTH’s innings.

HTH then went on to produce a classy fi eld-
ing performance and dismissed Sandy bay for 
92. Phillip Stroud produced an impressive four 
over spell which yielded 3 wickets for just 9 
runs and Dion Phillips went one better, col-
lecting 4 wickets for 8 runs in just 1.4 overs. 
Brett Isaac’s 21 was the highest score by a 
Sandy Bay batsman.

AUSTIN’S BOYS
Thomas Family Star in 
Longwood Victory
Damien O’Bey, SAMS

On Sunday morning Joey Thomas ripped 
through Jamestown’s batting order with a haul 
of 5 wickets for 17 runs in four overs. James-
town had made a good start to the match and 
were 39/1 at the end of the third over. But J 
Thomas then worked his magic and caused a 
major Jamestown batting collapse. The boys 
from town were bowled for 92. Sean Lee 
Thomas completed a spectacular catch on the 
square leg boundary to make it a good day for 
the Thomas family.
Longwood knocked off the score in just 13 
overs. Darrel Leo’s unbeaten score of 35 en-
sured they crossed the line with ease.
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DISTRICT T20 CRICKET BEGINS
Damien O’Bey, SAMS

See Inside for a See Inside for a 
full match report full match report 
from St Pauls V from St Pauls V 
Levelwood and a Levelwood and a 
round up of round up of 
other matches ...other matches ...

Making A Return After Two Seasons

District T20 Cricket began on Saturday Afternoon at Francis Plain. 
The air of anticipation was thick among cricketers who had been starved 
of District Cricket for two seasons. Many cricketers relished the oppor-
tunity to play competitive cricket with different peers. For the past two 
seasons all competitive cricket tournaments have been organised where 
players must play on the same side for an entire season. See inside for a 
match report and results from the weekend’s cricketing action...

Volleyball Results Volleyball Results 
and fi xtures inside...and fi xtures inside...


