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I Would Walk 500 Miles

Since May 24, Sure’s Traffi c Manager 
Wendy Henry has completed 1,833,751 
steps (about 917 miles), lost 13kg and 
helped raise £1323.23 for St Matthews 
Church. 

Wendy’s fi rst step toward these accom-
plishments was taken as part of the Virgin 
Pulse Global Challenge.

All Sure workers across the South At-
lantic took part in the challenge, in which 
each competitor tracked their daily activi-
ties and worked toward a daily target of 
10,000 steps.

The challenge took place between May 24 
and August 31. 

But Wendy didn’t just ‘walk the walk:’ 
She also used her steps to benefi t local 
charities. Wendy led a “Sponsored Steps” 
challenge on-island, and doubled her step 
target to 20,000 per day to raise funds for 
the restoration of St Matthew’s Church. 

“I didn’t think I could make the 10,000 
steps,” Wendy said. “Then once I got it, I 
thought ‘Okay, I’m going to see what I can 
do with it.’ And I put my heart and soul 
into it, and got motivated and started do-

ing something to try and improve myself.”
Employees signed up to the Global Chal-

lenge in teams of seven, and in a single 
event could compete alongside more than 
53,000 teams. The steps were then tracked 
using Fitbit devices, which were linked to 
the users’ Smartphones and worn on the 
wrist. 

As the challenge is now complete, Wendy 
is not still pushing for the full 20,000 steps 
per day. However, she is still continuing to 
hit between 17,000 and 18,000 per day. 

“I do an hour of exercise in the morning, 
and then whatever I do during the day; and 
then I do another hour in the evening,” 
Wendy said. “I use the Fitbit Alta HR, and 
that tracks everything. As far as I’m con-
cerned, this will be a part of my everyday 
life.”

The steps challenge has brought ben-
efi ts to Wendy, particularly in terms of her 
health.

“I have lost quite a bit of weight,” Wendy 
said. “I feel better within myself, I have 
more energy and I just want to do a lot 
more things. Medically, I believe it has 
done a lot for my health so there is more 
to gain by doing this, and I can’t give it 
up now.”

Wendy is encouraging others to get in-
volved in counting their steps and chal-
lenging themselves to “do more.” 

Andrew Turner, SAMS

(And I would walk 500 more)

Name: Logan Blaine Yon
DOB: 16th Aug. 2017
Time: 16:40
Weight: 7lb 2 1/2 oz 
Parents: Karla Williams and Jordan Yon

“Baby Logan is doing fi ne,” said 
mummy. “He has settled in quite 
well, but he is a very hungry baby.”

Mummy and daddy are both do-
ing fi ne and are very pleased and 
happy with their new bundle of 
joy.

Karla and Jordan would like to 
thank midwives Rosie Mittens and 
Victoria Thorogood, Doctor Fran-
cisco, Wendy Henry and all family 
and friends.  

Little PrinceLittle Prince

Logan Blaine Yon

Donna Crowie, SAMS

Wendy Henry
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Name: Sofia Grace Stroud
DOB: 7th July, 2017
Time: 13:07
Weight: 3kgs
Parents:  Raxja Leo and Shane Stroud

Baby Sofi a is a very contented baby. 
“Sofi a loves it when you talk to her, and 

even answers back in her own language,” 
mummy said.

Mummy and daddy are over the moon with 
their little angel. 

“We can’t believe how quickly she has 
grown, these two months have gone too fast,” 
mummy said.

Raxja and Shane would like to thank mid-
wives Rosie Mittens, Victoria Thorogood and 
Erica Mittens.  They would also like to thank 
Doctor Francisco for the safe delivery of So-
fi a Grace, and extended thanks go to Shelly 
Cranfi eld, Sharnell, Komella and Callum – as 
well as to everyone for all the best wishes and 
gifts.  

Princess Sofi aPrincess Sofi a

Sofi a Grace StroudSofi a Grace Stroud

Back with Backpacks

The annual school holidays, which 
started Aug. 11, have now fi nished. Sept. 
5, students returned to school to continue 
their studies. 

The year groups of all the schools (Har-
ford, Pilling, St Pauls and Prince Andrew) 
will now have shifted. The youngest chil-
dren will be starting their fi rst days at the 
primary schools, while the new Year 7 stu-
dents will be entering secondary school for 
the fi rst time. Additionally, the new Year 
9 students will be choosing their options 
this year, the Year 10 class will be begin-
ning their GCSEs and the Year 11 classes 
will be preparing for their examinations. 

“I am looking forward to going back to 
school,” said Year 11 student Isaac Green-
tree. “I think it will be nice, I am sort of 
worried about exams a little bit; however, 
with the grades I am getting now, I will 
hopefully get somewhere and hopefully 
get into sixth form as well.”

Forty-fi ve new Year 7 students have 
joined Prince Andrew School. Twelve Year 
12 students and six Year 13 students will be 
furthering their educations in sixth form. 

“We are looking forward to starting the 
new school year.” Prince Andrew School 

Head Teacher Penelope Bowers said. “Staff 
have been very busy preparing for this, and 
we are looking forward to having our new 
Yr7 and Yr12 students with us.  We made 
some good achievements within the last 
school year, and our aim is to encourage 

all students, supported by their parents, to 
work hard and achieve their best.  We look 
forward to working with all our students 
and parents over the forthcoming year.”

The Aug. 11-Sept. 5 school holiday was 
the last until the Oct. 23-Oct. 27 holiday.

Lauren Crowie, SAMS

Donna Crowie, SAMS

School is back in after holidays
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Roxanna Williams, SAMS

Why do we as human beings 
feel the need to be like others, 
when being you is so much better?

Everyone is unique, everyone has 
their own qualities and everyone is 
different, but this is the one thing 
that makes each and every one of 
us special. So why do some indi-
viduals feel the need to copy every-
thing that everyone else is doing?

For example, if you see people 
with a new gadget, you will soon 
see that everyone has one as well. 
Just watching this effect, it kind of 
reminds me of dominos; line them 
all up and watch them all fall one 
after the other.

Even I have fallen for this absurd 
thing. My friends have come into 
my bedroom and asked, “Why did 
you buy this, I don’t ever see you 
using it.” I replied with, “I just 
bought it because everyone else 
had one.”

I have met many people who 
won’t be themselves because they 
are worried about what everyone 
else will thinks, which in away is 
ridiculous because if you look at it 
from my point of view, it takes that 
one person to do something differ-
ent to actually start a trend in the 
fi rst place!

Being different isn’t necessar-
ily a bad thing, it just gives you a 
chance to be superior. Let’s face it, 
it is better to be outstanding then 
it is to be average, so spread your 
wings and just be you. We were all 
made different, not to be clones.

BE UNIQUE, BE BEAUTIFUL, 
BE YOU!

South Atlantic Media Services, Ltd.,
The Media Centre, Castle Gardens, 
Jamestown, St Helena, South Atlantic 
Ocean, STHL 1ZZ. Tel: 22727
E: news@sams.sh, W: www.sams.sh

SENTINEL
COMMENT

OPINION ST HELENA SNIPPETS/ YOUR LETTERS

A Family Bingo will be held at the Jamestown Community 
Centre on Thursday 14 September 2017 at 8.30 pm in aid of St 

James Church Funds. All are welcome.

The Editor

It would seems both papers carried news of the airline fares as was considered 
within Exco meeting. However it makes one wonder if members had all the relevant 

information for this consideration because we still don’t know the price for fares 
STH—Windhoek-return or to Ascension. Are we not able to access other airlines from 
Windhoek?. An airline fare analysis would have been appropriate instead of using the 

RMS existing fare to make this decision. 
I hope a £78.00 carrot was not dangling otherwise members did not consider any-
thing—they merely agreed on the proposal as was put forward on the green paper.

This could have been  an open agenda because it is of interest to the public and even-
tually can be access by anyone wanting to travel.

Lionel Williams 

The Days of the Slaves

A look back at past circumstances
Phil Mercury (AKA “Bruv”), Contributed

What would the Economists say?
In 1832, the East India Company abol-

ished slavery on the Island by purchasing 
the ‘freedom’ of the slaves from their own-
ers. In the years before that, emancipation 
proceedings were conducted to establish an 
individual’s value in order to pay ‘compen-
sation’ to the owner. At one such hearing in 
1828, Robert Mercury (hired by Mr. Price to 
work at the current site of Prince’s Lodge) 
owned by Captain Beale was valued at £90. 
He had personally  ‘laid down’ £23 and 
was granted a loan from the company for 
the remainder. He was then ordered to pay 
a monthly instalment of £1. Therefore, his 
real freedom would take almost six years 
if he could meet this debt. In comparison, 
Major Kinnard in 1812 (St Helena Artillery) 
rented Oaklands from the Leech family. He 
also hired three slaves from Mrs. Leech to 
work at the property; a boy called Jemmy 

and two men named Billy and Highgate. 
Major Kinnard earned £55 a month, which 
in today’s money has the relative value of 
almost £3,500.

*614 slaves could be valued at just over 
£28,000 at the time

What would Safeguarding say?

In 1822, a boy slave named Edward (age 
8), owned by a Philip Beale, is described as 
a Powder Monkey. This was a highly dan-
gerous job of transporting gun powder to 
the cannons. (Philip Beale was a Captain in 
the St Helena Artillery.) Also in the 1820s, a 
household listed in the Returns of Family, 
Land and Cattle consisted of the male slave 
owner, two male slaves in their twenties 
and a 6-year-old female.

What would the Lawyers say?

In 1812, Thomas Blake named his heir as 
his slave, Fanny. The company described 
this situation as ‘incomprehensible to the 
law,’ as she found herself ‘in the singular 
predicament of being compelled to sell her-
self and then to receive the purchase mon-
ey.’ Unfortunately, the records don’t state 
the outcome of this tragic force.
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The winners of the Scouts August Jackpot Draw were 
as follows:

 1st prize - £100 – Raymond Reynolds  –-- New 
Ground -Ticket No. 162, 2nd prize - £50 – Patri-
cia Francis – Nr Hutts Gate –  Ticket No. 211, 3rd  

prize - £25 – Pamela Thomas – Longwood Avenue 
- Ticket No. 278, 4th prize - £25 – Louis & Lexus 

Joshua – Clinic Drive, HTH –Ticket No. 542.  
 

The Draw for September will take place at the Stan-
dard Bar on 6 October 2017.

 
Tickets are available from the following vendors:  

Sylvia Stevens (Options), the Inkwell, Standard Bar, 
G-Unique (Market), Debbie Williams (Market), Rose & 
Crown,  Thorpe’s Wholesale, Sharon McDaniel, MTB’s 
Pick ‘n’ Pay, C H Yon – New Ground, Maisie’s Shops – 
Longwood - they are also available from the following 
personnel: June Lawrence, Pat Crowie, Dorita Fuller, 

Elaine Benjamin, Angie Roberts, Mark Yon, Joy George 
– HTH, Bobby Essex, Ray Hudson, Anya Richards, 

Fr Dale Bowers, Gavin George and Beavers, Cubs and 
Scouts.

Please remember to have any chance of winning, you 
must participate.

Women’s Corona Society
200 Club Monthly Draw Commencing June 

2017 to May 2018.

Results.
  

June.  1st.   Tracey Buckley  The Briars           
Ticket No 5.

          2nd   Elsie Hughs,  Barren Ground.       
Ticket  No 56

          3rd.    Cliff Huxtable, Luffkins Spring.   
Ticket No 66.

 
July.   1st    Shirley Francis, Thompsons Hill.   

Ticket No 197.
           2nd.  Rex Young, The Briars.                  

Ticket No. 186.
           3rd,  Auntry Lawrence, Cleughs Plain.    

Ticket No. 177 .

August. 1st   Raymond August. The Briars.      
Ticket No. 4.

              2nd. Heather Cranfi eld,  Jamestown.    
Ticket No. 180.

Wreck of QueeQueg remembered
Tuesday marked six years since queequeg yacht overturned

Mic-kail Harris, SAMS

Tuesday, Sept. 5 marked six years since 
the wreckage of the QueeQueg yacht that 
happened on St Helena’s shores.

On Sept. 5, 2011 the 46-ft cruiser/racer 
yacht was moored in James Bay. How-
ever, the mooring rope broke loose from 
the Bay, and caused the yacht to drift away 
with the current. 

The yacht, chased by the Sea and Rescue 
rescue boat, drifted to Needle’s Eye. There, 
the ocean’s current and the wind dragged 
the yacht into the rocks. The yacht collided 
with the rocks and ran aground, causing 
great weakening of the vessel’s structure. 
The yacht then capsized in the force of 
the current. The continuous rough waves 
weakened the yacht and caused debris to 
litter the ocean. The crews valuables; Lap-
tops, cameras etc., were also washed away.

At 1:51pm, the swell and the rocks caused 
the back half of the yacht to split away en-
tirely. 

At 2pm, the yacht was almost obscured 
by the heavy waves, and the mooring rope 
that detached from James Bay was still 
connected to the deck of QueeQueg. 

At 2:05pm, only the stern of the yacht 
was visible. The rest of the yacht dete-
riorated into the sea. Debris and oil spills 
were spotted coming from the wreck. 

Then, at 2:15pm, only the carcass of the 
hull remained on the rocks; the rest of the 
yacht fl oated in the ocean.

A water taxi aided in collecting the 
wreckage, which was littered on the shores 
as well as in the sea, and returned debris to 
the Wharf. As they returned to the shores, 
the skipper of the taxi was forced to ma-
noeuvre in a swell at the landing steps. 
Eventually, the taxi managed to port and 
unloaded the wreckage.

The clearing of the wreckage took two 

days, and a near-collision of two other 
yachts a day after the wreck almost made 
another disaster. Continuous heavy swells 
surrounded St Helena’s shores. On Sept. 
7, the stern of the once-elegant yacht was 
recovered at the Wharf. Graham Ellick, the 
owner and skipper of the wrecked Que-
eQueg, stood amongst the wreckage.

Luckily, no one was onboard the Que-
eQueg when it wrecked - and Graham El-
lick even made £228,000 from the settle-
ment.
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St. John's Church, Jamestown 

In Tribute to 
CATHY HOPKINS    

 

---ooo0ooo--- 
 

A CONCERT 
for 

ORGAN & HARP  
BISHOP RICHARD FENWICK 

& JANE FENWICK 
 
 
 

Tribute to Cathy by fellow VSO: Barbara George 
 

Organ works by Pachelbel, Bach, Wilhelm Rudnick, Vierne  
& Johann Gottfried Walther 

Harp works by Godefroid & Hasselmans 

Saturday 16 September at 7 pm 
 

ALL  WELCOME 
 

---ooo0ooo--- 

The Economic Development Group | Head Office | ESH Business Park | Ladder Hill 
2920 | Fax: +290 22166 | Email: info@esh.co.sh 

Expressions of interest for cleaning and landscape maintenance  

Enterprise St Helena invites expressions of interest from experienced and suitably qualified persons who 
would be willing to enter into a contract  to offer cleaning services in the following areas: 
 

Jamestown Market 
Tourism Office, The Canister 
Enterprise Office, ESH Business Park, Ladder Hill 

 
In addi on, EOI’s are invited to offer landscape services at Enterprise St. Helena Business Park, Ladder 
Hill. 

Interested par es should note that this requirement is only being adver sed on  St Helena. 

For a copy of the Scope of works please contact Michielle Yon, Director of 
Resources, michielle.yon@esh.co.sh . EOIs should be emailed to the above 
address or delivered by sealed envelope to Enterprise St Helena office by no 
later than 12 Noon GMT Wednesday, 13th September 2017 providing full 
details of the services your business can provide, and rates charged. 

CBM Apartment 9 Scarlet Oak 
911-913

Warwick Road Solihull West 
Mids. England B91 3EP
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Another Day (not) in Paradise
KJ’s pizzas provide same tlc from different location 
Jeremy Johns, SAMS

Keith Joshua (AKA KJ), former owner 
of Pub Paradise, is back up and running.

But now, KJ is in a new location and is 
focusing in on pizzas. 

These scrumptious discs topped with 
delicious savoury delights are now being 
constructed in Half Tree Hollow rather 
than in Longwood.

KJ and Alison, who were locally known 
as the owners of Pub Paradise, now reside 
in Half Tree Hollow (near Harlyn). It is 
from their home that KJ’s famous pizzas 
will once more be carefully constructed 
for public consumption, on selected days 
and for takeaway only.

KJ and Alison said their decision to sell 
pizzas on Fridays and Saturdays only, 
until 7pm only, was made in order to 
maintain a civilised and controlled envi-
ronment within the “modest neighbour-
hood.”

KJ’s pizzas will feature a thin 12” base 
topped with a variety of toppings, which 
can include “sausage, ham, pepperoni, 
marinated spare ribs, chicken and tuna 
(when available). A selection of accom-
paniments, like “pineapples, olives, 
mushrooms and corn” will also be avail-
able. Preferential toppings can be made 
on enquiry.

KJ will sell pizzas by order only, and 
will offi cially commence his takeaway 
business on Friday, Sept. 8.

KJ’s Pizza is sold from his home, which 
can be located near Harlyn (see photo 1). 
Pizza orders can be placed using the fol-
lowing details:

Details:
12” pizzas, various toppings | Fridays 

& Saturdays until 7PM only | Contact 
KJ on tel. 63698 | Takeaway/collections 
only | located near Harlyn, HTH 

Keith Joshua (KJ) and Alison 
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Removable Metal Wall Project Finally Complete 

Waiting on the next 
heavy rains 
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

While a JCB backhoe loader always 
helped the clean-up of the Napoleon 
Street catchment, its bucket used to have 
to be loaded by hand.

But now, the JCB can actually enter the 
catchment.

The project undertaken by ENRD to re-
place a stone wall with a removable metal 
structure, to enable speedier clean-up of 
the blocked channel at the top of Napo-
leon Street, has fi nally been completed. 

The metal wall, consisting of four 
metal H-beams slotted one-on-top-
of-the-other between metal posts, will 
be removed to allow a JCB machine to 
cut down considerably the time it takes 
manual workers to empty tonnes of mud 
and rubble after heavy rains.    

Roads Manager Deon Robertse provided 
the design for the new structure (see the 
Aug. 10 Sentinel) that David Goodrick and 
Chris Peters from the technical section 
came up with. 

The project took a little longer to com-

plete than was anticipated, but was com-
pleted in time for the next annual clean-
up, which usually takes place around 
July.  

Deep channels, gouged over many de-
cades, created the pathway for tonnes of 
mud and rubble washed down the hillside 
and into the catchment at the foot. The 
thick stone wall prevented the majority 
of the material from entering the high-

way, but the build-up had to be removed 
quickly afterwards in case further heavy 
rains followed. 

This was always a time-consuming 
and back-breaking undertaking by men 
wielding picks and shovels. In recent 
years a JCB has made the task easier, but 
the wall prevented the machine from en-
tering, requiring its bucket to be loaded 
by hand. 
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WorldWorld  NEWSNEWS

Hurricane Irma: Residents prepare for 
'potentially catastrophic' storm

Islands in the Caribbean have 
made last-minute preparations for 
Hurricane Irma, the most power-
ful Atlantic storm in a decade, with 
offi cials warning of its "potentially 
catastrophic" effects.

The category fi ve hurricane, the 
highest possible level, has sustained 
wind speeds reaching 300km/h 
(185mph).

It is starting to hit the Leeward 
Islands and will move on towards 
Puerto Rico and the Dominican Re-
public.

In the US, Florida's Key West area 
has ordered a mandatory evacuation.

The eye of the storm hit the island 
of Barbuda, which has a population 
of around 2,000 people, shortly after 
01:00 local time (05:00 GMT). 

Winds gusted at 250km/h, before 
the recording equipment broke and 
no further readings were received. 

In a Florida a store sign reads: Im-
age copyright AFP / Getty Images  

Image caption 
In Florida, people have rushed to 

buy supplies 
In Key West, visitors will be re-

quired to leave on Wednesday morn-
ing, with residents due to follow in 
the evening, and the international 
airport will halt all fl ights.

"We're emphatically telling people 
you must evacuate. You cannot af-
ford to stay on an island with a cat-
egory fi ve hurricane coming at you," 
said Martin Senterfi tt, the emer-
gency operations centre director in 
Monroe County in Florida.

The Bahamas is also launching the 
"largest evacuation in its history", 
according to Prime Minister Hubert 
Minnis. Plans have been made to fl y 
residents from the south-east is-
lands to the safer capital, Nassau, on 
Wednesday.

Flights cancelled as Irma approach-
es

Nasa shares video of Hurricane 
Irma viewed from space

Closer to the storm, thousands of 
people have been evacuated from at-

risk areas. Residents have fl ocked to 
shops for food, water, and emergen-
cy supplies, and in several locations 
goods were already in short supply.

Airports have closed on several is-
lands, popular holiday destinations, 
and authorities have urged people to 
go to public shelters. 

US President Donald Trump has de-
clared a state of emergency for Flor-
ida, Puerto Rico and the US Virgin 
Islands, mobilizing federal disaster 
relief efforts for those areas.

In Puerto Rico, a 75-year-old man 
died during preparations for the 
storm, which has been described by 
Governor Ricardo Rossello as "some-
thing without precedent".

Men cover the windows of a car 
parts store in preparation for Hur-
ricane Irma in San JuanImage copy-
right Reuters 

Image caption 
In San Juan, Puerto Rico, people 

have been preparing their homes and 
businesses 

Storm surges, life-threatening 
winds and torrential rainfall are ex-
pected along the Leeward Islands, 
which include Antigua, Barbuda and 
Anguilla. 

Alison Strand, originally from Staf-
fordshire in the UK, is on the island 
of Anguilla. She said her family had 
spent the last several hours fortify-
ing her home on the coast, which 
"will be the fi rst house hit by the 
storm".

"Our house is 5m (15ft) above sea 
level and we're expecting 8m swells, 
so we're just crossing our fi ngers," 
she said. "We are expecting to lose 
our wooden roof."

Gary Randall, head of the Blue Wa-
ters Resort on Antigua's north coast, 
said: "I wasn't that nervous yester-
day, but today I'm nervous."

Staff had boarded up windows, 
stripped trees of coconuts to stop 
them damaging property and se-
cured anything that could become a 
hazard.

England 2-1 Slovakia: How did Eng-
land's players rate in World Cup quali-
fier?

Marcus Rashford scored the win-
ner as England beat Slovakia 2-1 to 
take a fi ve-point lead in World Cup 
qualifying Group F with two games 
to play.

However, Gareth Southgate's side 

started poorly and had to come from 
behind after Stanislav Lobotka's 
opener, which was cancelled out by 
Eric Dier before the break.

So how did the starting XI rate? 
Here's BBC chief football writer Phil 
McNulty's verdict from Wembley:

Joe Hart (goalkeeper) 5
Totally unconvincing for Lobotka's 

goal but important second-half save 
from Adam Nemec. Is he really Eng-
land's best current keeper?

Kyle Walker (right-back) 5
Very fortunate not to 

be sent off for a foul on 
Vladimir Weiss right at 
the end of the fi rst half. 
Not his best night. 

Gary Cahill (centre-back) 6
Looked on edge as Slovakia pressed 

early on. 
Phil Jones (centre-back) 7
Some solid and important intercep-

tions. Did himself no harm. 
Ryan Bertrand (left-back) 7
Always a good option going forward 

and further cemented his place in the 
side.

Match report: England fi ght back to 
beat Slovakia

Analysis: 'England pull through, 
but fl aws persist'

Listen: BBC Radio 5 live's Football 
Daily podcast

Eric Dier (central midfi eld) 6
Salvaged a poor fi rst-half perfor-

mance with a goal before helping 
England establish a measure of con-
trol. 

Jordan Henderson (central mid-
fi eld) 6

Struggled to cope with Slovakia's 
mobility in midfi eld early on but im-
proved as the game progressed.

Dele Alli (attacking midfi eld) 5
Worked hard but fi nishing unchar-

acteristically poor. And what was 
that gesture all about?

Marcus Rashford (attacking mid-
fi eld) 8

England's match-winner. Recov-
ered from a mistake that led to Slo-
vakia's goal to be the game-changer 
for Gareth Southgate. Outstanding.

Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain (attack-
ing midfi eld) 4

Poor night for Liverpool's £35m 
new boy - too many good positions 
wasted.

Harry Kane (forward) 6
No luck for England's main marks-

man on this occasion but a tireless 
worker and always a threat.

BBC
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Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc 
 

Main Street, Jamestown, Island of St Helena, STHL 1ZZ 
Tel: 290 22380, Fax: 290 22423, Email: generalenquiries@solomons.co.sh 

Web: www.solomons-sthelena.com  

 

Registered Office: St Nicholas House, St Nicholas Road, Sutton, Surrey, SM1 1EL, United Kingdom 
Registered in England and Wales, Reg No. 496276 
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The future is “drawing” nearer 

Year 11 art students talk about their futures 
Mic-kail Harris, SAMS

In October 2016, Year 11 art students 
produced art paintings for Governor Lisa 
Phillips’ offi ce in the Castle. 

Prince Andrew School GCSE art teacher 
Lindsay McGinnety, as well as her Year 
11 art students, presented the Gover-
nor with paintings inspired by Governor 
Phillips’ favourite artist, Banksy. 

Students painted St Helena-related 
pictures, using the techniques used by 
Banksy in his art, to produce their own 
paintings for the Governor’s offi ce. The 
paintings still hang in the offi ce.

Three of those six students (Arjay Full-
er, Laura Duncan, Jean-Paul George, 
Shelby Bargo, Keira Francis and Mic-kail 
Harris) talked about what they did for the 
Governor, and what they have been doing 
since.

Arjay Fuller

“The Governor told us what kind of art 
she liked, so I got pictures by her favou-
rite artist and did my own interpretation 
of it. Our art teacher, Lindsay McGinnety, 
helped us along the way. The whole proj-
ect took about 11 hours. For my art exam 
in March, however, I have produced an 
art picture that has Roses with tribal de-
sign.

After leaving school, I still do a bit of 
art work every now and then, although 
I still did some art work when I was still 
in school.”

Laura Duncan

“The Governor showed our art class 
what type of art and the artist she likes, 
so we then were able to, using the artist’s 
style, produce artwork for the Governor 
with our own personal, and St Helenian, 
touches.

We started out as an art class study-
ing the same type of subject, then were 
able to branch out from that, where we 
could go in a more personal direction. I 
was interested in an animal and nature 
merge of art, and managed to create that 
art piece. Since then, I still do art.”

Jean-Paul George

“Since starting art class, I really do like 
being creative, and when the Governor 
requested a painting from our class it 
opened my mind to many possibilities. 
Because she liked Banksy’s artwork, I 
chose to mix it in with a bit of St Helena. 

Specifi cally, Jonathon the Tortoise. One 
of Banksy’s works was based on a panda, 
so I replaced the panda with Jonathon 
the Tortoise, and he was holding guns 
because the panda had a weapon as well. 
My caption for my piece was “Johnny be 
good” because it was the lyrics to a great 
song, and it linked to Jonathon the Tor-

toise quite well.
Since leaving school in mid-June, I still 

continue drawing – not as A Levels or 
anything to do with school, but as a hob-
by. I also created a canvas with a drawing 
of a dog with graffi ti in the background, 
and that was in the Museum for sale a 
while back.”
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Jamestown - Then and Now
Many of the shopfronts in the upper part of Jamestown 
have changed since 1979, as have the cars (and amount 
of cars)that line the streets.

Upper Jamestown in 1903 still housed the memori-
al fountain for those killed in a devastating rockfall. 
The fountain was later stolen (the culprits were never 
caught).

An artist’s drawing of upper Jamestown in 1857. The 
fl ags can be seen fl ying high amongst the current stores.

In 1903, donkeys rather than 
cars were the major traffi c on 
Main Street.

Mic-kail Harris, SAMS

Many changes have been 
made to Market Street since 
1968 that made the town 
able to withstand vehicles 
today: A lot more space has 
been cleared for traffi c.
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Our modern-day Main Street. In 
the 1900s it was soldiers marching 
down the street was not uncommon 
sight, though it would be now.

The newly renovated Market (renovations began in 2015) was built 150 
years before the renovation, and is now a popular building in Jamestown.

The Canister has changed since 1857. The fountain has 
also been stolen from the place where the roundabout 
is today.

The outside of the Consulate Hotel still looks relatively 
the same after many years.
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Napoleon’s Representative on Earth : "I am the 

keeper of the empty tomb"

John Tyrrell is a retired University Lecturer, 
and has been blogging on St Helena and Na-
poleon since 2008 when he made his fi rst visit 
to the island. He has given talks and written a 
number of articles for the Friends of St. Helena. 
He and his wife hope to make a third visit to the 
island in 2017, and he has further projects in 
the pipeline on the history of St. Helena and on 
the British opposition and Napoleon during the 
captivity.

To the Saints, Michel Dancoisne-Mar-
tineau, the Honorary French Consul and 
Curator of the French Properties on St. 
Helena, is simply “THE Frenchman”, but 
to many tourists he is, along with Jona-
than the 185 year old tortoise that resides 
at Plantation House, one of the curiosities 
of the island.

Apparently French visitors just want to 
meet him, and often have little or nothing 
to say. Those from the English world seem 
to be more loquacious, sometimes telling 
him how much they disapprove of the work 
he has done at Longwood House. Michel 
recounts in detail one such meeting with 
three British visitors in 2016. The fi rst, a 
Hong Kong resident, asked him what Napo-
leon would have thought of Brexit, and said 
that now it would no longer be politically 
incorrect to quote Lord Nelson: "you must 
hate a Frenchman as much as you hate the 
Devil." He also added that it would now not 
be necessary to follow the dictatorial direc-
tives of Brussels. "Delivered with such ar-
rogance" said another who now resides in 
Port Elizabeth, with the approbation of the 
third, the only one to live in the UK!

The title of the book was given unwittingly 
by a man Michel met at the Castle in James-
town, the centre of Government on the is-
land. The man, whom Michel did not know, 
voicing the typical contempt of the Saints 
for offi cialdom, said that they all perfected 
the art of seeming indispensable even when 
they were only in charge of the broom cup-
board. But Michel he said excelled them all: 
he had received the Légion d'Honneur for 
looking after an empty tomb!

This is a fascinating read for anyone in-
terested in St. Helena, but more than that, 
it provides a frank account of Michel’s 
own amazing story. Napoleon once was 
reported to have said “What a novel my 
life has been.” Michel could justifi ably say 
the same. Growing up as the youngest and 
eighth child in a poor, conservative, re-
ligious farming family in Picardy, Michel 
knew nothing about Napoleon other than 
a nursery rhyme, although curiously he 
played as a child in the ruined fortress at 
Ham, from which the future Napoleon III 
and the Count de Montholon had escaped in 
1846. It was Michel's meeting with Gilbert 
Martineau that changed his life. 

Although an agricultural student, Michel 
had developed an interest in literature, and 
particularly in Lord Byron. So he wrote to 
Gilbert, the author of a recent biography of 
Byron, they corresponded a few times, and 

eventually they met. Apprised of Michel's 
very unhappy childhood, within a few hours 
of their meeting Gilbert astonished Michel 
by saying he would like to adopt him. Then, 
as later, Gilbert was distressed to fi nd that 
others suspected his motives, but as he pro-
tested to Michel, "I want a son, not a lover". 
He also wanted someone to take over from 
him on St Helena. He had reached retire-
ment age, and after some four years nobody 
had applied for the job! 

So Michel was adopted, and soon suc-
ceeded his adopted father as French Consul 
and Curator of the French Properties, a job 
which he has fi lled with distinction and in-
creasing confi dence over 30 years. His aim 
was to make Longwood a place of memory, 
not a museum of the greatness of France, 
which he felt it had become in Gilbert's 
time. With some satisfaction he claims that 
after a century of indifference, ordinary 
Saints have now become aware of the im-
portance of the years of exile and the death 
of Napoleon on their island.

The book affords an interesting insight 
into Gilbert Martineau. A proud Gaullist 
who had moved in the highest intellectual 
circles in Paris in the decade after the sec-
ond world war, Gilbert was determined to 
maintain French prestige on St Helena. A 
recluse for whom appearances were all im-
portant, he remained on the island for some 
40 years, interspersed with lengthy trips 
back to his home on Ars-en-Ré, an island 
he loved. For many years Gilbert's life on 
St Helena was shared by his parents. His 
mother died on the island, and his father 
died at breakfast the day after they arrived 
back in France with her embalmed body. 

Gilbert was apparently respected by many 
Saints for being able to contact the recently 
dead, and claimed to be in touch with Lord 
Byron, and through him to spirits on the 
"other side". After Gilbert's death Michel 
consigned his ashes to the Atlantic, close 

but not too close to St Helena, the island to 
which he had dedicated his life and to which 
he was irrevocably attached, but which at 
the same time he actually hated.

Michel clearly differed from Gilbert on 
many things, but his love and admiration 
for him shines through: his intellectual so-
phistication, his verve, his presence, his art 
of living, the scars he bore, his elegance. 
Whether he or anyone else ever got close to 
Gilbert is another matter.

There is much in the book about the 
changes to St Helena over the 30 years, and 
many anecdotes about locals and about ex-
patriates and the hostility of a number of 
the latter to the French presence on the 
island. Unlike Gilbert, Michel has mixed 
freely with ordinary Saints, and it was their 
relaxed, accepting approach to life, the 
ambient amoralism, that attracted him to 
the island. He writes openly about his bi-
sexuality, and among the most surprising 
encounters was his seduction at the age 
of 19 by a 71 year old Countess, a friend 
of Gilbert's whom he assures us was still 
very beautiful and looked at least 20 years 
younger! He writes also of the sexual mo-
res on St Helena, and of the tolerant and at 
times rather surprising reception he has 
received, living in an openly gay relation-
ship on an island which has still not legally 
accepted same-sex marriage.

The very last sentence in the book, which 
does not translate easily into English, ac-
knowledges Michel’s mother who con-
fi rmed all the awful details of his early life. 
Elle le fi t avec un simplicité et une aisance 
dont je luis d'autant plus reconaissant que 
je ne lui en soupçonnais pas l'aptitude.* 

Michel's book has already gone into a sec-
ond printing in France. It is a pity that it is 
unlikely ever to be translated into English. 
Whether it will succeed in Michel's aim of 
making him less of an object of curiosity is 
I fear rather unlikely.

John Tyrrell, Contributed

A young Gilbert Martineau
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PUZZLE 
TIME

Spot the difference.
Can you fi nd the eleven differences between these two St Hel-
ena pictures? If you can fi nd them all, then you’ve got good 
eyes. Have fun!

Did you know?
Did you know these amazing facts?

I stopped at a friend's house the other day and found him 
stalking around with a fl y-swatter. When I asked if he was 
getting any fl ies, he answered: 'Yeah, three males and two 

females.' Curious, I asked how he could tell the difference. He 
said: 'Three were on a beer can and two were on the phone.'

1. Comets are space rocks made 
mostly from ice and dust, just like 
giant dirty snowballs.

2. Meteorites are rocks from outer 
space.

3. A group of monkeys is called a 
band or a troop.

4. A group of lions is called a pride.

5. Cows have four stomachs.

6. A cow needs to drink four gallons 
of water to make one gallon of milk.

7. Zebras are actually white, with 
black stripes.

8. Cats sleep about 16 hours a day.

9. Walking catfi sh can live on land 
or in water. And they really do walk, 
but it looks more like wiggling on 
their tummy.

10. Porcupines fl oat in water.

11. 23% of all photocopier faults 
worldwide are caused by people sit-
ting on them and photocopying their 
bums.

12. In the course of an average life-
time you will, while sleeping, eat 70 
assorted insects and 10 spiders.

13. Wearing headphones for just an 
hour will increase the bacteria in 
your ear by 700 times.

14. It is physically impossible for 
pigs to look up into the sky.

Joke of the day
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Part-time staff (18+ years) 
wanted for weekend work (Friday and /or 
Saturday 6 – 10 pm), working with young 
people and creative arts.  

Previous experience working with children 
and teenagers would be an advantage. 

Local Police vetting certificate and level 2 
safeguarding training required which 
Creative Saint Helena can arrange. 

£4 per hour. 

Please call 25280 or 23988 for an 
application form. 

 

 

                                Drama session 

 

Tea Dance – 26 August 2017. 

We would like to express our sincere thanks and appreciation to everyone to attended our first Tea Dance which was held at the 
Jamestown Community Centre on the 26 August 2017, we hope you all had a Tea-rific Time! Thank you for coming. 

The amount raised was £566.30, out of which £199 was made from the Raffles.   

Special thanks are extended to Desmond Peters, Desmond Wade and Johnny Carter for entertaining our guests.                  
Thanks to everyone who donated either a cake or a monetary gift. A special tribute is also extended to the SHAPE Team and 

Volunteers who through hard work and dedication organised what was another successful event 

Your support will play a big part in helping disabled and vulnerable people benefit from the services we provide.  

 

 

 

ST HELENA BEAT SURGERIES
NEW DATE FOR SURGERY AT 

LEVELWOOD

The public is advised that the St Helena Beat Surgery at 
Silver Hill, Levelwood, will take place on Saturday, 23 
September 2017, at 5.30pm. 

The Police Directorate apologises for any inconve-
nience caused.

StHelena #CommunityEngagement #StHelenaPolice 
#NeighbourhoodPolicing

https://www.facebook.com/StHelenaGovt/

https://twitter.com/StHelenaGovt

SHG                                                                                                                                       
5 September 2017
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Keeping Up with the Councillors

Q: You say local produce, specifi cally 
coffee and honey, should at least double 
production as this could begin to meet 
local demand as well as earning profi t 
through exports, and would also result 
in healthier lifestyles. What would the 
fi rst steps be in this process, and how 
long would these steps take?

A: “We need thinktanks, we need peo-
ple who have done it before and can sim-
plify the process going forward. You need 
real project management because a lot 
of our project managers are so stretched 
between so many different projects that 
they can’t concentrate on one thing. So 
we need this going forward, especially 
for our coffee. Although coffee is very 
labour-intensive and everybody knows 
that, but then we could have a system 
whereby students from Prince Andrew 
School could, for extracurricular activi-
ties, help to go out and actually pick some 
coffee. I’m not suggesting we go back to 
child labour but you can see where the 
educational side of it could come in di-
rectly with the economical side of it, and 
that is exactly what SHAPE is doing right 
now.” 

Q: You say in your manifesto, “Our 
young people should be encouraged, 
supported and invested in to gain the 
skills and training for the island’s fu-
ture needs. They need outlets for their 
creativity, for example music, and also 
for their energy, for example competi-
tive sports. The social interaction is in-
valuable and essential for the growth of 
any community.” Could you elaborate 
on how exactly you would go about en-
couraging, supporting and investing in 

music and sports outlets for the youth, if 
you are elected?

A: “On the music side of it, I have al-
ready invested my time into it. That 
organisation I feel we should press for-
ward. It is a little organisation I like to 
do in my spare time, Music Avenue. On 
the sports aspect of it, I think that the 
government is making a serious com-
mitment now, which is nice to see, with 
the sports complex that is due to go out 
in the Bottom Woods area. So we have 
a commitment on their behalf and that 
is not to be underestimated because, in 
times now where we are not even sure if 
we are going to get a new prison or a new 
fi re station, that we can make some sort 
of move forward towards sports, which is 
strange but true. It has always been the 
‘cart before the horse’ story here on St 
Helena, but we are where we are.” 

Q: How do you feel about the marriage 
bill?

A: “That bill has caused huge debate 
in the council and I was in Westminster 
when I had the communication through 
via e-mail and watched the proceedings 
whilst in Westminster. And it dawned on 
me, the impact I could have had, if I had 
been on the island because the vote was 
very close and it caused a lot of heated 
debate. It was so interesting to see how 
that panned out, that I couldn’t take part 
in that process but it is another one that 
is on the back burner and we will see who 
is going to take hold of it. For every piece 
of legislation, someone has to literally 
pick it up and take hold of it to say ‘this 
is my legislation and this is what I am 
going to drive through.’ There is no point 
me introducing a bill or a motion and not 
seeing it through; there is a lot of pro-
cess within that. I have gay friends ever 
since, it’s not an issue that bothers me. 
Within the priority list for St Helena it is 
something that is not to be overlooked 
because we have a lot of important legis-
lation that needs to go through, but it is 
something that a lot of Saints are driving 
and want to see happen. It is important 
internationally because we have places 
like Germany now who took a long time 
to break down that barrier, and even 
they have accepted same-sex marriage 
and they are really moving forward and 
breaking down boundaries; so there is no 
reason why we on St Helena can’t follow 
suit.” 

Andrew Turner, SAMS

As the council prepares for its next Formal LegCo, we have two returning members of the council, Cruyff 
Buckley and Gavin ‘Eddie Duff’ Ellick.

 Cruyff Buckley

Gavin Ellick (Eddie Duff)

Q: How do you think St Helena can 
best develop and progress through the 
changes of the next few years, especially 
in regard to the changes the airport will 
bring?

A: “I think we need to do a little bit bet-
ter than what we are doing at selling the 
island. We are always looking for those 
big hotels and things that for me; it’s 
putting up an extra room and putting two 
beds in it and that’s the kind of thing we 
do for tourism here. Backpacking tour-
ists, we have a green island, everyone 
wants to go out in the hills and get muddy 
and wet, and they don’t want a fi ve star 
hotel. That we can give that small person 
a chance to develop their place and with 
the air-service just around the corner, 
that would be a really good thing.” 

Q: You mention Ascension Island in 
your manifesto: What can the incoming 
St Helenian council do to help the Saints 
on Ascension?

A: “Whatever they need, we should be 
there to back them up in every aspect. 
Without them, they were the main ones 
who voted for an airport, so now to leave 
them stranded would be unfair. Plus they 
are voting people as well so we have a 
sense of duty to help them in any way 
we can. Regular fl ights to Ascension are 
a start but then, because we are the kind 
of people who like to bring stuff home, 
we need a ship because that aeroplane 
wouldn’t be able to fl y with all the stuff 
we want to bring home and it would be 
very expensive.”

Q: How do you feel about education on 
the island, and how might councillors 
work to uphold and improve it?

A: “We just fi nished sending 10 kids off 
to the island games, it’s been the high-
est ever but we can’t stop there. We have 
the St Helena Community College and so 
much more to do, but whatever we need 
to develop and enhance education, we 
need to put more money in there as well. 
You cannot have a society without edu-
cated people and, of course, a few com-
mon sensors. 
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ASCENSION ISLAND  

GOVERNMENT 

 

 
 

Have you ever wanted to work on a tropical island? 

 
 

We are looking for a Director of Facilities and Operations (Package up to £69k) 
 
The Ascension Island Government is planning some substantial capital  projects  and we are looking 
to recruit a Director of Facilities and Operations to continue the modernisation of our infrastructure  
and lead us through these changes while also ensuring the day to day operational activities run 
smoothly.   
 
Ascension is a small volcanic island situated in the sub-tropical South Atlantic with a warm stable 
climate (26-34°C), excellent beaches, unique biodiversity and a warm, friendly community. 
 
We have recently undertaken two major infrastructure reviews:  one assessing ship to shore cargo 
operations and  the structure of Georgetown pier head and the second focusing on the remaining 
government infrastructure. Implementing the recommendations from these projects will be significant 
and will require well-honed project planning, resource management and influencing skills.   This is a 
challenging role, managing 75 staff across departments as diverse as marine/harbour operations  
waste management , Quality, Health & Safety, Environmental  through to hydroponics building and 
construction,  mechanical and electrical services.  As such you will require excellent leadership skills 
and be able to work through problems and come up with solutions from limited resources.  You will 
need to be degree educated in a relevant discipline with a professional membership of RICS, MICE, 
CICES or equivalent.  The role requires the balance of a practical hands-on management approach 
with a significant strategic element. 
  
This is a unique opportunity to contribute to our future success and to be part of a welcoming and 
friendly island community. 
 
We are offering a two year contract with a salary of £40,000 - £50,000 per year (taxable in Ascension 
Island).  All contracts on the island are issued on a fixed term basis, renewable based on performance 
and island need.  In addition to your salary, you will receive benefits worth up to £19,000 per year:  
 

 Rent free housing (with electricity and water allowances). 
 Food allowance (£6054 or £3028 based on your status as ‘accompanied’ or ‘single’). 
 One mid-contract return air fare to the country of recruitment/residence. 
 Relocation package and generous baggage allowances. 
 Free medical and primary dental care. 
 Fully expensed company car. 
 End of contract bonus. 

 
This appointment will be subject to: 

 Satisfactory Employment References 
 Enhanced Criminal Records Check  
 Satisfactory Medical Clearance 

 
We are looking for the post holder to start as soon as possible and no later than December 2017. 
 
Closing Date:      14th  September 2017 (at midday) 
Interview Date:   22nd  September 2017 
 
Interviews will be carried out via Skype or teleconference 
 
Shortlisted candidates will be required to complete a written assessment over the weekend of 16th/17th 
September as part of the selection process.  
 
For more information and to apply visit: https://ascensionisland.recruitee.com/ 
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SAMS RADIO 1 SCHEDULE

Radio 1 SCHEDULE 

MONDAY
Music
10am - 12 Noon: Music Playlist
12 Noon - 4pm: Music Playlist
7pm: Music Playlist

Presenter Shows
LIVE 7am - 10am: Sunrise Show with 
Andrew Turner
LIVE 4pm - 7pm: Afternoon Drive with 
Roxanna Williams / Mic-kail Harris

TUESDAY
Music
10am - 4pm: Music Playlist
7pm: Music Playlist

Presenter Shows

THURSDAY
Music
10am - 4pm: Music Playlist
9pm: Music Playlist

Presenter Shows
LIVE 7am - 10am: Sunrise Show with 
Roxanna Williams
LIVE 12:30pm - 2:30pm: with Mic-kail 
Harris
LIVE 4pm - 7pm: Afternoon Drive with 
Lauren Crowie

Chart Shows
LIVE 5pm - 7pm: Mike Brown

Golden Oldies
LIVE 7pm - 9pm: My Generation Show 
with Stuart Moors

FRIDAY
Music
10am - 4pm: Music Playlist
7pm: Music Playlist

Presenter Shows
LIVE 7am - 10am: Sunrise Show with 
Mic-kail Harris
LIVE 11am - 12pm: Behind The Music 
with Roxanna Williams
LIVE 1pm - 3pm: Free for Sale Friday 
with Lauren Crowie/Mic-kail Harris
LIVE 4pm - 7pm: Afternoon Drive with 
Andrew Turner

SATURDAY

1pm - 5pm: Music Playlist
7pm: Music Playlist

Presenter Shows
LIVE 8am - 1pm: Saturday Show 

Genre Shows
LIVE 5pm - 7pm: The Soul Show with 
Lydia

Music

SUNDAY
Music
2pm- 3:30pm: Music Playlist
6pm - 7pm: Music Playlist

WEDNESDAY
Music
10am - 12 Noon: Music Playlist
12 Noon - 4pm: Music Playlist
7pm: Music Playlist

Presenter Shows
LIVE 7am - 10am: Sunrise Show with 
Donna Crowie
LIVE 4pm - 7pm: Afternoon Drive with 
James Fantom / Barry Francis

Chart Shows
LIVE 3:30pm - 6pm: Mike Brown

Arts & Crafts
LIVE 2pm - 4pm: Arts Wednesdays 
with Teeny Lucy

Presenter Shows

Streaming Live On:
102.7MHz, 90.5MHz, 105.1MHz, 105.3MHz

LIVE 8am - 1pm: Sunday Show 

Local News Everday At:
7am, 10am, 12 Noon, 5pm, 7pm, 10pm and 3am 

Please note this schedule is subject to change

Would you like to be a 
Volunteer Radio 

Presenter for SAMS 
Radio 1 call 22727

LIVE 7am - 10am: Sunrise Show with 
Donna Crowie
LIVE 12:30pm - 2:30pm: with Lauren 
Crowie
LIVE 4pm - 5pm: Afternoon Drive with 
Emma Weaver



20

NOTICE BOARD
www.sams.sh Thursday 07 September 2017 | THE SENTINEL

 
ASCENSION ISLAND  

GOVERNMENT 

 

 
 

Have you ever wanted to work on a tropical island? 

 
 
 

We are looking for two Fire Fighter & Lifeboat Operators  
on Ascension Island (Package £21k) 

 
The Ascension Island Government is currently looking for two suitably experienced Fire 
Fighter & Lifeboat Operators to work within their Fire and Sea Rescue Section.     
 
Ascension is a small volcanic island situated in the sub-tropical South Atlantic with a warm 
stable climate (26-34°C), excellent beaches and unique biodiversity. This is a unique 
opportunity to contribute to our future success and to be part of a welcoming and friendly 
island community.  
 
You will be a member of the Fire and Sea Rescue Team and to respond swiftly and safely to 
all emergency calls and requests for assistance, including fire, sea rescue and mountain 
rescue. 
 
We are offering a two year contract with a benefit package worth £21,100 (£11,100 salary (inc 
oncall) + £10,000 package) per year (taxable in Ascension Island):  
 

 Rent free accommodation (with electricity and water allowances) 
 Food allowance (£3028)  
 Relocation package 
 30 days annual holiday (with additional 9 days public holidays) 
 End of contract bonus 

 

To be successful, you will be a qualified Fire Fighter with a minimum of two years operational 
experience,  be a First Responder and administer medical aid and must be competent  in the 
use of breathing apparatus.  
 
This appointment will be subject to: 

 Satisfactory Employment References 
 Enhanced Criminal Records Check  
 Satisfactory Medical Clearance 

 
This is a single status role.  As such you will not be able to bring family to live with you, 
although they may be able to visit on a tourist visa. 
 
We are looking for the post holder to start as soon as possible.  
 
Closing Date:      15th September 2017 (at 12 noon) 
 
Interview Date:    22nd  September 2017 
 
Interviews will be carried out via Skype or teleconference 
 
 

      For more information and to apply visit: www.ascension-island.gov.ac/working-here/ 
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Whales 

ahoy!

Each year in St Helena’s waters, 
from June to December, humpback 
whales are no strangers to making 
a noticeable appearance with their 
large splashes.

Early in the season, humpback 
whales are seen in adult groups only. 
But later in the season, residents of 
St Helena are able to spot whales ei-
ther individually or as parents and 
calves. The whales typically use 
sheltered locations to give birth and 
allow their calves to grow.

Whales and their calves can be 
viewed from land or from boats. 

Humpback whales are known for 
their spectacular breaching displays 
and long, complex songs.

“So far for this season, I have done 
about eight trips,” said Enchanted 
Isle boat owner Johnny Herne.

“This was a fi rst for myself and my 
children, and it was a brilliant expe-
rience which we all really enjoyed,” 
said recent Enchanted Isle customer 
Sarah Greentree. “We were lucky to 
see a group of whales and one even 
put on a show for us, coming up out 
of the water and fl apping its fi n as 
if waving to us. It’s something we’d 
defi nitely think about doing again. 

Thanks to Johnny and the team on 
the Enchanted Isle for making it 
happen.”

Whale-watching trips on the En-
chanted Isle are priced at £15 for 
adults and £5 for children: To book, 
call Johnny on 61366.

Boat owners Anthony Thomas and 
Craig Yon also provide whale-watch-
ing trips around St Helena.

Donna Crowie, SAMS
Photos by David Higgins

Annual sealife 
sightings season
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FaithMatters BAHA’I FAITH
                 www.sthelenabahai.

org
               
 “Trustworthiness is the greatest door to the 
security and tranquillity of mankind.  The sta-
bility of every aff air always depends on it, and 
the worlds of honour, glory and affl  uence are 

illumined by its light.”

Baha’i Scripture
DEVOTIONAL MEETING

BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods

8pm
THURSDAY EVENINGS

ALL ARE WELCOME
Telephone 24525 or 24342

www.sthelenabahai.org

Activities at the Army this weekend

FRIDAY & SATURDAY ‘QUALITY SEC-
ONDS’ SHOP OPEN FROM 10AM TO 1PM.  

COME ALONG THERE’S STILL LOTS OF 
LOVELY BARGAINS FOR SALE.   

SUNDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER 2017
FAMILY SERVICE AT THE HALF TREE 

HOLLOW HALL AT 11AM.   ALL ARE WEL-
COME. 

MONDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 
MUMS & TODDLERS AT THE HALF 

TREE HOLLOW HALL FROM 10AM TILL 
12NOON.    

EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING 
PRAYER MEETING & BIBLE STUDY AT 

THE HALF TREE HOLLOW HALL AT 7.30 
PM.  ALL ARE WELCOME.  

There is always a warm welcome for you 
at the Salvation Army.

If you would like to know more about 
The Salvation Army’s activities, con-
tact Lt. Coral Yon on telephone nos 

22703/24358.  
Take care and God bless.

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA

The Cathedral Parish of St Paul
Sunday 10 September     23rd Sunday of the 
Year
8.00 a.m.  Eucharist            Cathedral
9.30 a.m.  Eucharist            St Martin
11.15 a.m.  Sung Eucharist St Helena & The 

Cross
5.30 p.m.  Choral Evensong            Cathedral

Thursday 14 September    
10.00 a.m. Eucharist                 Arabia 

Sunday 17 September 24th Sunday of the 
Year

8.00 a.m.  Eucharist            Cathedral
10.00 a.m. Sung Eucharist            Cathedral
3.30 p.m.  Eucharist              St Peter

The Parish of St James   
Sunday 10 September 23rd Sunday of the 

Year
9.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist                St John
7.00 p.m.  Evening Prayer             St James

Wednesday 13 September    
7.30 a.m.  Eucharist             St James

Thursday 14 September    
7.00p.m. Eucharist with healing        St John

Sunday 17 September 24th Sunday of the 
Year

9.30 a.m.  Sung Eucharist              St James

Parish of St Matthew

Sunday 10 September 23rd Sunday of the 
Year

11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist                   St Mark

Tuesday 12 September   
7.00 p.m.  Eucharist                            St Mark

Sunday 17 September 24th Sunday of the 
Year

11.15 a.m.  Sung Eucharist              St Mark

‘’God’s new covenant’’
As a basis for this Faith Matters I have 
chosen A Bible word from:- Deuter-
onomy 5: 3 The Lord did not make this 
covenant with our fathers, but with us, 
those who are here today, all of us who 
are alive.
Message
 Through Jesus Christ, God has made a 
new covenant into which we have been 
integrated.
Elaboration
God’s covenant with Israel, God chose 
the people of Israel out of Love (Deuter-
onomy 7:6-8), and made a covenant with 
them.
�He delivered them from captivity in 
Egypt and spoke to them directly.
�He gave them the promise to lead them 
to the Promise Land.
�He gave the people His law. His bless-
ing was assured to those who kept it
A reminder of the covenant = Forty years 
later, Moses turned to a new generation 
in order to         
�Confi rm that this covenant was still 
valid. This generation only knew about 
the crossing of the Red Sea and the divine 
revelations on Mount Sinai (Exodus 20: 
1-17) from the accounts of their elders, of 
whom many had died in the meantime.

�Remind them of the promises concern-
ing the Promised Land (Deuteronomy 
6: 10-11). Since the desert was now be-
hind them, there was the danger that the 
people might become accustomed to the 
region which they currently found them-
selves instead of struggling onward to 
enter the Promised Land.
�Urge them to follow the divine com-
mandments, even the neighbouring na-
tions were not even aware of the laws 
and therefore did not observe them.
God’s new covenant
God instituted a new covenant through 
His Son. He chose a people for Himself 
and
�Delivered it from the bondage of sin 
through the sacrifi ce and resurrection of 
Jesus.
�Promised to lead them into His King-
dom.
�Gave them His commandments, which 
are a source of blessing for those who 
keep them.
God’s Will remains that He want to share 
His Kingdom of glory with all His people, 
His desire is save every soul,  dead and 
the living, let us  all make use of God’s 
offer of grace to save the whole world by 
keeping the commandments of Almighty 
God.   
God bless.

Rector, John Brady

Seventh Day Adventist Church

Seventh day Adventist church
9:15 – 9:30 song service

9:30-10am Sabbath school
10am -10:40 Bible studies 

11am – 12:00 divine service
14:00 – 15:00 adventurers and 

pathfi nders
Prayer Meeting: Wednesday 19:30
2nd Saturday – personal minis-

tries
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Homegoing 

Emma Dee, Contributed

Slavery was a beast that chewed 
people up, robbing them of their iden-
tity and treating them as commodities 
to be disposed of when they were used 
up and broken. Its very purpose was to 
deny these people their humanity. Now, 
although these people have long passed 
away, we should not deny those buried 
on-island their humanity. 

After these individuals were cared for on 
St Helena, after their relatives and loved 
ones who did not survive the crossing 
were buried, and after they created fami-
lies of their own, the burials were forgot-
ten. It was only in 2008, when part of the 
Air Access Project work was carried out 
to create a road to the airport site, when 
a few graves were offi cially rediscovered. 
It’s hard to remember the bones, includ-
ing the 325 individuals still waiting in the 
Pipe Store, were human beings, just like 
us, with only time separating us.

But St Helenians of the time seem to 
have cared deeply for the buried. The 
graves were all marked by cairns of stones 
(which were later taken away and used as 
crushed stone in buildings). Most graves 
were single, though some – perhaps due 
to a bout of sickness or the death of sev-
eral people on board a Slaver – were in 
mass graves. The more research into the 
graves, the more respectful these burials 
seem to be. In African cultures, the bones 
of relatives are considered sacred. 

Five graves in Rupert’s Valley contain 
the remains of coffi ns, four of which 
are believed to have been for still-born 
babies. The fi fth appears to belong to a 
young man, with the remains of West-
ern clothing in his body. It isn’t clear 
why this young man was buried like this, 
but it suggests that he was valued. Some 
of the children’s burials have Western-
style cloths for pillows, and perhaps 
most emotive is the grave containing a 
mother and baby embracing, presumably 
both carried off by the same sickness. 
These are not mass burials of people who 
weren’t cared for. 

Not only are the burials signifi cant for 
showing St Helena as at the front of anti-
slavery at the time, but it also builds an 
utterly unique image of the island as it 
must have been in the 1800s. 

Many of the skulls have notched teeth, 
suggesting tribal rituals. It is not far-
fetched to believe that the individuals 
who survived to settle on-island car-
ried similar markings, perhaps tattoos or 
scarifi cation. Many West African tribes, 
such as the Ko Tribe in Burkino Faso, still 
practise scarifi cation today. 

It is easy to think of the past as stuffy 
and boring, but St Helena as a centre for 
Anti-Slavery was vibrant. In fact, Offi cial 
Reports of the time describe Jamestown 
as riotous, and that ‘it was impossible to 
pass along the Main Street without be-
ing molested by drunkards, half-naked 
prostitutes, and stripped men fi ghting in 
the gutter.’ Clearly, some Liberated Af-
ricans took their freedom very seriously!

St Helenian Merchants and Farmers 
were encouraged to employ Liberated 
Africans as servants as long as they were 
clothed and cared for. Around a thousand 
settled, never far from the graves of their 
relatives in Rupert’s and Lemon Valley, 

and created families of their own. Their 
blood still fl ows in the veins of St Hele-
nians today. ‘The Bones’ are not strang-
ers to be shipped back to Africa. It seems 
wrong; how would you know which tribe 
which individual came from? It is clear, 
from the clothing and burials, that they 
were accepted on St Helena. Their tribe, 
in the end, was our tribe too. These re-
mains belonged to people who joined St 
Helena, and left their legacy here. Whose 
descendants still live here.

Next week, we look in more detail at 
those who settled on St Helena, what 
their lives would have been like, and why 
it is relevant to St Helenians today. 

A burial in a coffi n, the individual is still clothed in the remains of Western-style 
clothing; you can see the buttons and a square of fabric on the left of the pelvis by 
the stomach.

A mother and child 
buried together.

Ms. K. Djeneba, shop owner, Ko tribe from 
Burkina Faso, photographed by Joana 
Choumali’s for “Hââbré, The Last Genera-
tion”. Scarifi cation was commonly used as 
tribal identifi ers and life-stage ‘milestones’ 
on individuals whose skin had too much 
melanin for tattoos to show clearly.

Notched teeth – a two hundred 
year old smile

Family
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TIP OF THE WEEK… 

 

RRecycle your 
washing up water 

tto water your 
garden.   

 

 

Invitation to Tender

The Saint Helena Government wishes to invite suit-
ably experienced contractors to submit tenders for the 
following contracts:-
Fencing at Harford Primary School
Fencing at St. Paul’s Primary School
Fencing at Education Learning Centre
Copies of the tender document can be obtained from
Miss Tiffany Lawrence
Procurement Offi cer
Essex House
Jamestown
Telephone No: 22270 or email tiffany-lawrence@
enrd.gov.sh
The site visits to view the works will take place on 
Tuesday, 5 September 2017, starting at:
9.30am - meeting at St. Pauls Primary School
12 noon - meeting at Harford Primary School
2pm - meeting at ELC (Ex Jamestown First School)
If you require any further details, please contact the 
Project Manager, Mr Glen Owen, on telephone number 
51203 or email gbo@helanta.co.sh .
Completed tenders should be placed in the Tender Box 
at Essex House by 12 noon on Monday, 11 September 
2017.
Interested parties should note that these contracts 
MUST be completed by the 30 September 2017 and this 
opportunity is not being advertised overseas.

Steps Toward Transparency in Government

Elected members’ interests to be published in government gazette  
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

ExCo made a momentous decision in 
the open section of its meeting Aug. 29. 

Council members’ assets, incomes and 
liabilities – both their own and their 
families’ – will now be declared in a reg-
ister and published in the Government 
Gazette. 

Members approved the revised form 
for registering interests, which is in line 
with that used in the UK. This is being 
fi nalised, with supporting guidance.    

In the UK, millions of people have ac-
cess to the information politicians de-
clare in the Register of Interests. This 
includes monetary values. 

In comparison, the population of St 
Helena is very small and “everybody 
knows everybody,” which was one of 
the reasons ExCo members were reluc-
tant to agree the decision sought in the 
green paper on August 15, 2017. Although 
members said they wholeheartedly sup-
ported the principles of declaring inter-
ests, they preferred a model that is “ap-
propriate for St Helena,” and requested 
offi cials to research different processes 

used in other Overseas Territories (OT). 
Out of the OTs researched, the process 

in Anguilla for registering interests is 
similar to St Helena’s new process. Al-
though the Falkland and Cayman islands 
also require Interests to be declared, 
theirs do not include income details. 

The Constitution is likely to be com-
pletely reviewed in the future, but as it 
currently stands, Section 53 requires fi -
nancial and other interests be declared. 

This has been the case since at least Sept. 
1, 2009. This is a requirement in the Code 
of Conduct for Members, which was ap-
proved by Resolution in Council on March 
18, 2016. 

Elected members, registering their in-
terests in line with the UK (to include 
monetary values), will be compliant with 
the Constitution as well as members’ 
expressed aspirations for openness and 
transparency.  
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Remote 
Control
Szymon Kalwat art 
on exhibit, sale
Lauren Crowie, SAMS

“What does it mean, following 
someone to the other side of the world… 
and what does it do to you?” 

These are questions St Helena resident 
Szymon Kalwat addresses in his art gal-
lery, “REMOTE CONTROL.”

The Museum in Jamestown is hosting 
the “REMOTE CONTROL” art exhibition 
through Sept. 15.

The pieces in the exhibition are all pencil 
drawings, drawn on paper that was made 
at SHAPE in Sandy Bay. 

“I have called this collection of drawings 
“REMOTE CONTROL” for many reasons,” 
Szymon said. “The remoteness of the lo-
cation is self-evident. But distance is not 
only geographical, it can be psychological 
and emotional, where you fi nd yourself 
away from others — friends, family, and 
even yourself.”

The gallery’s offi cial opening was Fri-
day, Sept. 1 from 4-7pm at the Museum 
in Jamestown. Over the course of the three 
hours, about 40 people came to look at the 
art. 

Most of the art pieces have already been 
sold. The small art pieces were sold at £40 
each, and the large pieces at £80 each. 
Buyers will collect their pieces Sept. 15. 

Szymon, originally from Poland, lived in 
London for years before moving to St Hel-
ena in July 2015 with his partner, Attorney 
General Angelo Berbotto. Szymon has been 
offering his services as a graphic designer 
while on-island.

The walls of the Museum’s visitor’s cen-
tre were lined with the drawings, large 
drawings on one side and small drawings 
on the other. 

Szymon said he was glad to see his art 
hanging in the museum, especially as he 
had lacked time, when he lived in London, 
to draw as much as he would have liked.

His exhibition meant “giving up familiar 
surroundings, job, life as you knew it” and 
moving to St Helena: this had given him 
some kind of control in his life.

“It can be exhilarating and terrifying at 
the same time,” Szymon said of following 
his partner to the other side of the world. 
“It can mean giving up control over your 
own existence… it can make you vulner-
able and it can make you strong. So RE-
MOTE CONTROL is for me a time of my life 
that is coming to an end. As I now plan my 
return home, I can refl ect on this time of 
my life - see who I was then, see who I 
am now.”

St Helena Dive 
Club AGM 
Progress has been made  
Ferdie Gunnell, SAMS

The St Helena Dive Club Annual Gen-
eral Meeting (AGM) was held at 7pm in 
the Dive Club at the Wharf Sept. 4, 2017. 

Twenty-fi ve to 30 people, including a 
few children, were in attendance. 

The outgoing Chairman, Treasurer, 
Equipment Offi cer and Dive Offi cer pre-
sented respectively their reports for the 
preceding year, and invited questions 
from the fl oor; after which each were ac-
cepted by a show of hands. 

The accounts showed a fairly healthy 
balance, even after some heavy spending 
on alterations and upgrades to buildings, 
clothing, recovery divers and essential 
pieces of equipment. The club had held a 
sponsored swim, as a fundraiser had not 
been held and due to legal issues there 
wasn’t a club dive. 

It was said that the Club and facilities 
had been completely transformed. 

Under “any other business,” items 
discussed included a proposal for Safe-

guarding Policy, which was agreed and 
should be reviewed annually. Proposed 
amendments to fees, Club rules and the 
Club ordinance were also raised and ac-
cepted.

 The future of the Club’s boat was dis-
cussed, including whether a new engine 
should be purchased. In this regard, the 
Dive Club would hope for assistance from 
the Community Development Organisa-
tion. And an update was given on the 
Yacht Club, which is situated next door to 
the Dive Club.

The new Committee comprises of 

Chairman Timmy Young (re-elected); 
Vice Chairman Elizabeth Clingham; Sec-
retary Samantha Cherrett (re-elected); 
Treasurer Michielle Yon (re-elected); 
Diving Offi cer Paul Cherrett; Equipment 
Offi cer Jeremy Clingham; and Assistant 
Equipment Offi cers Larry Thomas and 
Martin Buckley. The Junior Offi cer posi-
tion is vacant, the Communications Of-
fi cer is Sharon Clingham and Ordinary 
Members are Lourens Malan and Jeremy 
Harris. 

There was a sense that the members 
would want the Club to be a family club.
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Fight or 
Flight
‘High’ flight prices 
spark public discord
Andrew Turner, SAMS

Ticket sales for the new SA Airlink 
fl ights to and from St Helena will be-
gin early this month. 

The tickets for the weekly fl ights 
between St Helena and Johannes-
burg, or St Helena and Cape Town 
(both with stopovers in Windhoek), 
will be available from IATA travel 
agencies, the Airlink website and 
also from Solomons Shipping and 
Travel Agency. 
The ticket prices will 

start from £804 for the 
economy return fare to 
Johannesburg, and econ-
omy prices start at £846 
for the Cape Town route. 
For those who wish to 

travel in business class, 
the price for the Johan-
nesburg route is £1,554 
and for Cape Town it is 
£1,586.
For every fl ight, there 

will be six business class 
seats and 70 economy 
class seats.

“The fares system is not static,” 
said an SHG Spokesperson. “For ex-
ample, some of the cheaper fares are 
time-bound and will only be avail-
able to passengers who book well in 
advance. In other cases, the ticket-
ing system will recognise if fares are 
not selling at a particular price, and 
will adjust accordingly so that more 
seats are sold at the next fare level. 
There may also be promotions run 
from time to time. All of this is nor-
mal practice in the airline industry.”

Currently, Airlink is attempting to 
secure Fifth Freedom Rights, which 
would allow them to sell tickets for 

people wishing to travel to Wind-
hoek, but not onwards to Cape Town 
or Johannesburg.  

Airlink will also be fl ying to Ascen-
sion Island monthly, although prices 
have not yet been announced. Flights 
to and from Ascension are scheduled 
to commence the third weekend in 
November, and the E190 will be able 
to land despite the state of Ascen-
sion’s runway. 
The Q&A document on 

tickets, in an SHG press 
release Sept. 1, also stat-
ed the contract between 
SHG and Comair has been 
“suspended,” although 
an SHG spokesperson 
clarifi ed that this means 
the contract has been 
“fully terminated.” 

The announcement of ticket prices 
has generated some controversy, 
with people on social media com-
plaining about the cost. There has 
even been a call to have a demon-
stration of protest at Parliament 
Square in London. 

“They say only fools rush in, the 
island is governed by fools too quick 
to cave in to airlines demands,” said 
Paul Williams on theSt Helena News 
& Travel Facebook page. “Laughing 
all the way to the bank. You’ve al-
ready had British tax payers’ mon-
ey for the airport. I doubt you'll get 
anymore. You'll miss the RMS, after 
6 Feb gone forever; you danced with 
the devil when you agreed to opt for 
an airport.”

Although this public comment re-
ceived some support, others were 
simply thankful that fl ights are fi -
nally happening; and that they will 
be slightly cheaper, and markedly 
quicker, than the RMS voyage. 

“Tourism is always for those that 
can afford it,” said Lee Oldershaw, a 
Florida resident and potential visitor. 
“The plane is cheaper than the boat. 
St. Helena ranks 153 in the world in 
per capita income, so there were al-
ways going to be many who could 
not afford this. It was always pro-
moted as tourism with a side benefi t 
of cheaper travel for Saints and that 
was what was overwhelmingly voted 
for in the referendum.”

To further complicate matters, a 
recent article published on Buis-
nesslive.co.za has said that SA Air-
link may be operating without a li-
cence from the end of September. 

According to the article, the Airlines 
Association of Southern Africa has 
written to the Licensing Authority’s 
Transport Minister, seeking clarity 
as to the status of Airlink’s licence 
application. 

According to Buisnesslive, the 
transport department has supported 
the granting of an extension of the 
SA Airlink licence to the end of Sep-
tember while the permanent licence 
application is under way, but a more 
tangible decision remains outstand-
ing.
SHG commented on the 

article, stating that the li-
cense dispute will not af-
fect St Helena’s air access. 

“SHG is aware of the particular ar-
ticle,” said the SHG Spokesperson. 
“However, the particular licence that 
is under consideration is a Domestic 
Class II (Charter) Licence. This is an 
entirely separate matter to the Inter-
national Class I and Class II Licences 
required to operate the services to 
St Helena and Ascension Island. All 
necessary regulatory approvals to 
operate the St Helena Air Service are 
in place and the inaugural fl ight will 
take place as planned on October 14.”

St Helena to Johannesburg (return)
Class Lowest price range Highest price range
Business £1,544
Economy £804 £1,244

St Helena to Cape Town (return)
Class Lowest price range Highest price range
Business £1,586
Economy £846 £1,286
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Q&A 
Alongside the announcement of 

ticket sales, Airlink and SHG have is-
sued a Q&A document to answer any 
basic questions on how the fl ights 
will operate. The most important 
answers are included here:

What will be the frequency of 
the fl ights?

Initially, the fl ight will operate 
on a weekly basis on a Saturday. 
There is scope for Airlink to lay 
on an additional mid-week fl ight 
as demand grows.

How many seats will be avail-
able on each fl ight?

Initially the maximum number 
of passengers on each fl ight will 
be 76. There will be 6 business 
class seats and 70 economy class 
seats.

Airlink plan to carry out an en-
gine upgrade in the fi rst quarter 
of 2018 which will allow the air-
craft to be registered to carry 87 
passengers on this route

What is the difference between 
business class and economy 
class?

There are 6 business class seats 
and 70 economy class seats avail-
able on the fl ight. Business class 
passengers will enjoy more leg-
room, access to airport lounges, 
an increased baggage allowance, 
enhanced in-fl ight service, and 
preferential boarding onto the 
aircraft.

What is the fare between St Hel-
ena and Windhoek?

Currently Airlink has stopover 
rights at Windhoek, enabling 
passengers to transfer there to 
another Airlink fl ight. For this 
reason at the present time we are 
able to advertise fl ights between 
Johannesburg and St Helena (via 
Windhoek) and Cape Town and St 
Helena (via Windhoek).

Airlink has applied for Fifth 
Freedom Rights which once 
granted will facilitate customers 
(other than Airlink transit cus-
tomers from Cape Town) board-
ing the fl ight at Windhoek (and 
de-boarding on the return trip). 
While this application process 
may take some months, we hope 
that Fifth Freedom Rights will be 
in place for the inaugural fl ight or 
shortly thereafter. The fares be-
tween St Helena and Windhoek 
will be published at that point.

What is the check-in time?

The check-in time for passen-
gers departing St Helena Airport 
on an Airlink fl ight will be two 
hours prior to the published fl ight 
departure time.

What is the baggage allowance?

For checked or hold baggage, the 
general free allowance on Airlink 
fl ights is 20Kg in Economy Class 
and 30Kg in Business Class per 
adult passenger.

In addition to the checked or 
hold baggage, passengers may 
carry the following cabin or hand 
baggage. Each piece should not 
exceed 8kg.

Economy Class: 1 Piece plus 
1 slimline laptop bag Business 
Class: 2 Pieces plus 1 slimline 
laptop bag.

Can Airlink carry patients with 

additional requirements, for ex-
ample, medical referrals, wheel-
chair customers and stretcher 
cases?

Residents in St Helena should 
note that emergency medical 
cases will be transported using 
the aeromedevac fl ight service in 
place with ER24: emergency cases 
will not need to wait for the Air-
link weekly scheduled air service.

However, in future the Island’s 
medical referrals (i.e. non-urgent 
cases) will travel to South Africa 
on the St Helena Air Service. Air-
link is applying for a Part 138 li-
cence in order to facilitate this.

Airlink already has the capacity 
to carry disabled passengers who 
are wheelchair bound. Persons 
with reduced mobility may car-
ry free of charge one wheelchair 
and/or other assertive devices 
upon which they are dependant.

Airlink is also developing its ca-
pacity to carry stretcher cases and 
this service will be in place in the 
fi rst quarter in 2018.

I am a nervous fl yer. Should I 
be worried about windshear at St 
Helena Airport?

Safety is our number one pri-
ority. The decision on whether 
a fl ight takes place as scheduled 
rests with the pilot - fl ights will 
only take place when the pilot is 
confi dent that conditions are fa-
vourable.
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Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc 
 

Main Street, Jamestown, Island of St Helena, STHL 1ZZ 
Tel: 290 22380, Fax: 290 22423, Email: generalenquiries@solomons.co.sh 

Web: www.solomons-sthelena.com  

 

Registered Office: St Nicholas House, St Nicholas Road, Sutton, Surrey, SM1 1EL, United Kingdom 
Registered in England and Wales, Reg No. 496276 
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A Day in the Life

Shania Coleman Benjamin

Shania Coleman Benjamin, a Shop 
Assistant at MTB’s Pick‘n’Pay in Half 
Tree Hollow, has been a shop assis-
tant for just over a year. 

Although she’s currently working 
at MTB’s, Shania did not start out as 
a shop assistant.

“When I left school I went for 
work experience at Harford Primary 
School, although I applied for Basil 
Read fi rst,” Shania said. “During my 
time at the school, I had my answer 
back from Basil Read. So after that, I 
left to go there.”

She was an accountant at Basil 
Read, which eventually lead to be-
coming an assistant at MTB’s.

“At fi rst it was stressful becoming 
an assistant and I was a little nervous 
because of my previous job,” she 
said. “In this job, I have to deal with 
money and to deal with customers. 
And that was stressful.”

While working at MTB’s, Shania 
has become more confi dent in an en-
vironment where she has to be aware 
of surroundings and stock shelves, 
take care of customers and deal with 
money. A year in, she is fi nding it a 
lot easier than when she fi rst came 
to the store, and has become used to 
re-stocking shelves and tending to 
customers.

“I have slowly become less stressed 
and more relaxed, so I don’t mess 
anything up,” she said.

While working at Harford, Basil 
Read and MTB’s – drawing on lots 
of skill areas for the varied jobs – 
Shania still made time in her weekly 
schedule to draw.

“When I was in school, I liked 
drawing,” she said. “I liked draw-
ing so much, I was really wanting 
to be a designer, and not an artist. 
The reason being is because an art-
ist draws because of a purpose and 
with reason; for example, nature in-
fused with the human body to show 
a sense of beauty. I draw not for that 
reason, but just to test my skill. So I 
was wanted to become a designer.”

But any work – such as her position 
at MTB’s – helps her gain confi dence 
and allows her to still draw in her 
spare time.

Sherilee Furness
Shopkeeper Sherilee Furness has 

worked at MacDaniel’s shop in 
Cleugh’s Plain for over three years.

“As soon as I left secondary school I 
was wanting a job where I would en-
joy every day,” Sherilee said. “I was 
lucky to apply for MacDaniel’s.”

During her fi rst day at MacDaniel’s, 
Sherilee experienced similar stress 
levels to those Shania experienced on 
her fi rst day at MTB’s.

“It was stressful for me at my 
fi rst day, but eventually I man-
aged to overcome that stress,” she 
said. “Now, whenever I’m stacking 

shelves or at the till, I feel more re-
laxed because I am used to what I am 
doing.”

While Sherilee did not have a 
“dream job” when she left school, 
she feels in her element at the small 
shop in Ceugh’s Plain.

“When I left school, I just really 
wanted to work,” she said. “My mind 
was not set on any dream job.”

Over her three years at MacDan-
iel’s, Sherilee has grown more con-
fi dent with dealing with customers 
and re-stocking shelves correctly.

Now, the building is under redevel-
opment. This would have put stress 
on Sherilee when she fi rst started 
working, but Sherilee is now so com-
fortable working at the store that 
even the bustle of the builders hasn’t 
affected her stress or her job.

Mic-kail Harris, SAMS

Two St Helena shopkeepers
Shania Benjamin
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New team at the Community 
Development Organisation

The Community Development Organ-
isation (CDO) had an AGM in July and this 
was recently followed by their fi rst meeting 
where they appointed their Chairperson, 
Kirsty Joshua. The Vice Chair role is fi lled 
by Ester John, Treasurer by Tara Wortley 
and Secretary by Shayla Ellick. Committee 
Members are: Adam Sizeland, Amira (insert 
last name), Cynthia Bennett, Emma Weav-
er, Helena Lochen and Stewart George.

 The CDO’s prime function is to create and 
enable opportunity for the islands volun-
tary sector to develop and for this growth 
to be sustained.

What Kirsty has to say about taking on 
the role of Chairperson: “I am very excited 
about this role and working with a team 
that has a diversity of skills and experi-
ence, bringing their different perspectives 
to the table. Good community development 
is action that helps people to recognise and 
develop their ability and potential and or-

ganise themselves to respond to problems 
and needs which they share. The Commu-
nity Development Organisation looks to 

strengthening civil society, leading by ex-
ample whilst shining a light on volunteer-
ing.” Kirsty Joshua, Chairperson

Contribution by Isha Harris

Who Are We?
Tracing st helenian dna
Andrew Turner, SAMS

Local Vicar Father Dale Bowers was 
the fi rst St Helenian to join over 834,322 
people worldwide in tracing their genetics 
through a National Geographic project.

The National Geographic Society’s Hu-
man Genome Project, led by Dr Spencer 
Wells, initially took DNA samples from 
750,000 people, who were indigenous to 
their particular lands, in order to research 
human history by tracing DNA.

The data from the 750,000 people was 
then put into a database that allows others 
to participate in the project and have their 
DNA tested to fi nd their origins. 

Father Dale discovered the project, and 
decided he was interested in tracing his 
family heritage.  

The project found that each region of the 
world has certain DNA markers that allow 
scientists to identify where a person origi-
nated from, based solely on their DNA. 

A kit for people to have their DNA anal-
ysed is available from National Geographic 
online at shop.nationalgeographic.com, 
and costs £115.69.

In December 2016, Fr Dale and his wife 
decided to participate in the study and 
have the DNA of their eldest son, Jacob, 
tested. 

“We fi nally managed to get this kit to 
ourselves,” Fr Dale said. “We decided that 
we wouldn’t do mine or Penny’s DNA, we 
would do Jacob’s because he would then 
pick up Penny’s DNA and my DNA at the 

same time.”
Three months later the results were 

ready. It was discovered that the family 
came from nine different areas across the 
globe: Southeast Asia, India, Scandinavia, 
Western and Central Africa, China and 
Central Asia, Eastern and Western Europe, 
and Eastern and Southern Africa. 

The Southeast Asian and Indian infl u-
ences are likely due to the infl ux of East 
India Company workers during the Is-
land’s early history, and of the indentured 
Indian labourers who accompanied them.  

Fr Dale believes the Scandinavian DNA 
may have been due to Scandinavian whal-
ing vessels that used to frequent the is-
land. 

“I have no real evidence of this because I 
haven’t done the research, but we did have 
whaling here and you had people from 
Scandinavia coming in to St Helena,” he 
said. 

Western and Central African DNA also 
made up a percentage of Jacob’s DNA, 
which was traced to liberated Africans and 
slaves that were brought to the island be-
tween 1840 and 1874. 

Dominic de Vere is a member of the fi lm 
crew, PT Film, that recently visited the is-
land to make a fi lm about the story of St 
Helena’s ‘liberated Africans.’ According to 
Dominic, it is very likely that liberated Af-
rican heritage would be present in St Hele-
nian DNA.

“Through Andrew Pearson’s thorough 
research and publications (Infernal Traf-
fi c and Distant Freedom) we know that 
around 540 ‘liberated’ Africans settled 
on the island subsequent to arriving on 
the island,” Dominic said. “Over the next 
40 or so years, the Africans became part 
of the local population to the extent that 
the birth, marriage and death records no 

longer referred to them in terms of their 
‘liberated’ African heritage. Bearing in 
mind that so many eventually settled here, 
I think it’s likely to be quite common that 
Saints might connect parts of their an-
cestry to Africa, not perhaps specifi cally 
to the Rupert’s Valley story, as far as I’m 
aware the current DNA sampling technol-
ogy can’t be this specifi c. But it’s certainly 
possible that there are Saints on island 
who are related to some of the estimated 
8,000 still buried in Rupert’s Valley and 
the 325 remains being currently stored in 
the Pipe Store.”

DNA from China and Central Asia was 
also found in Jacob’s DNA. This was be-
lieved to be because of Chinese indentured 
labourers that were fi rst brought to the is-
land in 1810. 

Eastern and Western European DNA is 
believed to have come from the early Eu-
ropean colonists on the island. 

Eastern and Southern Africa made up 3% 
and 2% of the DNA, respectively. This may 
have been due to slavers setting up routes 
further south in Africa in an attempt to 
avoid the British Navy ships that were at-
tempting to stop them. 

“Now we know where we came from, all 
the different people who came into our 
little island community, from 1659 when 
the island was colonised, up until now,” 
Fr Dale said.  

The kits cost a total of around £180 to 
buy and ship to the island. To test, the user 
takes a cheek swab that is then placed in a 
phial of chemicals to preserve the sample. 
The samples then get sent to Houston, 
Texas where the National Geographic So-
ciety team analyses it. 

The Human Genome Project is still on-
going. Currently they have had 834,322 
participants over 140 different countries.
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#IAMChevening

Promotional event held for Chevening Scholarship  

On the evening of Thursday, Aug. 
31 Her Excellency the Governor host-
ed a reception at the Blue Lantern 
restaurant to promote the Chevening 
scholarship. 

Invited guest included former stu-
dents of Prince Andrew School, past 
university graduates and potential 
scholarship candidates.

The event was opened with a wel-
come speech from Governor Lisa 
Phillips, who told guests of people 
she knew who had been awarded 
Chevening scholarships and who 
were now signifi cant leaders.

Amongst the attendees was St Hel-
ena’s fi rst Chevening scholarship 
student, current Financial Secretary 
Dax Richards. Both Dax and past 
Chevening student Tara Wortley, 
now in the private sector on-island, 
gave inspirational speeches on their 
Chevening experiences and encour-
aged others, who may be think-
ing about applying for a Chevening 
scholarship, to do so.

Dax and Tara weren’t the only past 
awardees at the Blue Lantern Thurs-
day.

“The Chevening Scholarship was a 
life-changing opportunity for me,” 
said past Chevening student Tracey 
Williams. “In addition to a formal 
qualifi cation, the wealth of experi-
ence gained from living and study-
ing in the UK has given me countless 
opportunities. I would certainly rec-
ommend this scholarship to anyone 
thinking about studying in the UK.”

According to the St Helena Govern-
ment (SHG), Chevening Scholarships 
are funded by the UK Government 
and are awarded to individuals with 
“demonstrable leadership poten-
tial,” who also have strong academic 
backgrounds. 

The scholarship offers full fi nan-
cial support for studying any eligible 
master’s degree at any UK university. 
The scholarship also allows access to 
a wide range of exclusive academic, 
professional and cultural events.

“More than 1,500 Chevening schol-
arships are on offer globally for the 
2018/2019 academic year, represent-

ing a signifi cant investment from the 
UK Government towards developing 
the leaders of tomorrow,” stated an 
SHG press release. “There is no set 
quota for each country.”

Past Chevening scholarship stu-
dents, along with the Governor, en-
courage anyone who wishes to ex-

pand his/her academic background 
to apply for the “rewarding” schol-
arship.

Applications for Chevening Schol-
arships are open until Tuesday, 7 
November 2017, with applications to 
be submitted via: www.chevening.
org/apply.

Donna Crowie, SAMS
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EXHIBITION 
To mark United Nations World Day of Peace. 

Jamestown Museum. 21st – 28th September 2017 

Local artists.    Free entry.  All Welcome 

 Paintings also on sale. 

Three people got back to us with the correct answer 
for last week’s Sights of St Helena:

Julie A. Thomas
Team Crowley
Gift Sibanda

Congratulations to Gift Sibanda, who is the winner of this week’s 
competition and will receive a free Sentinel.

The four people in the photo were Sonia Moyce, Christine Scipio-
O’Dean, Lisa Starkey and Maria Buckley.

We’ll be providing another Sights of St Helena in the coming weeks.

CORRECTION: Last week’s story entitled “Weather Balloon Tracker 
Lands on Station Manager’s Roof” should have read “Nearby” instead 

of “on.”
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International Day of Charity on St Helena

According to the UN: “Charity con-
tributes to the promotion of dialogue, 
solidarity and mutual understanding 
among people.” Charity Commissioner 
Bronwen Yon says: “The idea of cel-
ebrating International Day of Charity on 
St Helena was sparked by a discussion 
with Isha Harris on how the Community 
Development Organisation could support 
the Charity Commission and how the 
Commission wants better engagement 
with all charitable organisations on-Is-
land. Celebrating World Charity Day in 
the CDO’s and Charity Commissions view 
would be the perfect opportunity to bring 
all charities together to say a huge thank 
to all the volunteers for their tireless ef-
fort, hard work, dedication and willing-
ness in making a difference to the St Hel-
ena Community. Oscar Wilde said, “The 
smallest act of kindness is worth more 
than the grandest intention.” 

St Helenian Equality and Human Rights 
Director Catherine Turner said: “Charity 
begins at home, but shouldn’t stay there” 
is something I grew up hearing almost 
daily, along with “there but for the grace 
of God…” For me, these two phrases sum 
up World Charity Day and the reasons 
so many wonderful people assist causes 
they believe in and help others in need.  
We all have money, time, skills or talents 
we can share with others who need it and 
we should – everyone has something to 
contribute.” 

Inequality persists in all countries of 
the world, regardless of their economic, 
social and cultural situation, but par-
ticularly in developing countries. So in 
recognition of the role of charity in al-
leviating humanitarian crises and human 
suffering within and among nations, as 
well as giving recognition to the efforts 
of charitable organisations and individu-
als, including the work of Mother Teresa, 
the General Assembly of the United Na-
tions designated the 5th of September, 
the anniversary of the death of Mother 
Teresa, as the International Day of Char-
ity.

On this International Day of Charity, the 
United Nations invites all Member States 
and all international and regional organ-
isations, as well as civil society, including 
non-governmental organisations and 
individuals, to commemorate the Day in 
an appropriate manner, by encouraging 
charity. This may be through education 
and public awareness-raising activities.

Governor Lisa Phillips said “I am al-
ways amazed at the numbers of St Hele-
nians who provide their time to the com-
munity voluntarily.  For me, this shows 
a caring community which takes their 
civic responsibilities seriously.  In each 
charitable organisation, however, it is 
often the same people who are stepping 
in to help.  I encourage everyone to think 
about whether they are able to contrib-
ute their time or other resources.  Just an 
hour here and there can make a huge dif-
ference to St Helena.”

 To mark International Charity 
Day on St Helena Governor Lisa will be 
hosting an event at Plantation as a way 
of recognising the work of volunteers on 
the island and encouraging more to con-
tribute. 

Community Development Organisa-
tion, Contributed

Free 
Classified advertising 

Continues...Continues...

Is there something you’re 
looking for, or you want to buy, 

exchange or sell for £500 or 
less? Then why not advertise 

with the Sentinel for free

BONUS!BONUS!
All adverts will automatically be mentioned on Radio 1 via the 

Free for Sale Fridays space @1pm – 3pm

Contact

Tele: 22727 – Email: news@sams.sh

Ads of 30 words minimum or 50 words maximum accepted 

FOR SALE, 4 Venetian Blinds @ £40 
each (purchased @ £50). 
The colour is Cherry and they 
measure 1010 x 2185 cms. 
These blinds are brand new but 
surplus to requirement. 
Please call 22544 if interested. 
Leave a message if necessary.” 

FOR SALE, Childrens Lamaze musical 
octopus..... Squeeze each leg and 
play a tune - £10. Call 63113

FOR SALE, rubber mounted 
windshield to fit a ford fiesta brand 
new price at £200 (rubber not 
included) contact 24124

FOR SALE, 2 x side steps to fit a 
Toyota Hilux machine - £200. 
Contact Melvin Benjamin on tele. 
23395

FOR SALE, brand new tablet just took 
out of box once, don't under stand 
how to use it nothing wrong with it -
£100. PS3 games in good condition 
and games are: fifa10, bio shock 2, 
resistance fall of man, the cursed 
crusade, darts pro tour, fallout new 
vegas, fallout 3 - price £20 each call 
22047 between the hours of4pm to 
9pm.

FOR SALE, Oblong glass top table 
with metal legs measuring 90cms x 
160cm and can be extended 40cms, 
priced at £250. This table is of very 
good quality, brand new still in 
original box, and is being sold at a 
knockdown price. Please call 22544 if 
interested. I you leave a message I 
will get back to you. 

FOR SALE, I have loads of boy clothes 
for sale all sizes, t-shirts, jeans ect all 
in good condition, contact Donna 
Crowie on 22706

WANTED, Anyone in Longwood or 
surrounding areas interested in 
signing up for a six week boot camp? 
Starting 2nd of October ending 11th 
November 2017. Timings and days 
will be arranged with those intrested
to meet daily schedules – Danielle 
Yon 

WANTED, PS3 Controller New or 
second-hand...doesn't matter as long 
as it works! Please let me know ASAP 
if you have one....Eureeze is driving 
me nuts without his playstation! Call 
62472.
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THE FIRST DOZEN YEARS – PART 5
This article describes the period 1900-1911. This section describes Governor Gallwey’s patronising attitude to the islanders 
and the failures of his later career, how the burden of debt was lifted from Jamestown householders and parallels of the period 
with the present century.

Contributed by, Ian Bruce

Several other opportunities than fl ax 
presented themselves during Gallwey’s 
time but all ended in disappointment. Over 
200 men applied to work in the Transvaal 
mines in 1906, but St Helenians were then 
barred for undisclosed reasons, probably 
by Transvaal legislation restricting the 
immigration of Indians and Chinese - Ne-
hru fi rst came to prominence campaign-
ing against this law. The discovery in 1905 
of sizeable manganese deposits on Crown 
land led to disappointment, for the metal 
content was too low for it to be profi tably 
worked. Likewise, deposits thought to be 
mica were found to be calcium sulphate. 
Gallwey’s condescending attitude to the 
islanders was illustrated by a talk he gave 
during a visit to London in June 1910: “The 
people were independent and very lovable 
in their way; but they could not help them-
selves. Heredity was responsible for that, 
but he had great hope of the rising genera-
tion, and of the industries which they had 
established, with the help of the Colonial 
Offi ce [. .]. The people had begun to realize 
that they must help themselves”. He then 
hurried back to the island to be in time to 
greet the Duke of Connaught (Prince Ar-
thur, Queen Victoria’s seventh child) and 
receive a knighthood on board HMS Bal-
moral Castle on 25 October.

He still faced a remaining problem. Many 
Jamestown householders were either very 
slow paying their debts for the drains and 
mains water infrastructure improvements, 
or fi nancially unable to pay anything. In 
January 1911, a little before ending his 
term of offi ce, he wrote to the Colonial 
Offi ce suggesting a solution. In total, 83 
owners of 135 Jamestown properties still 
owed the St Helena government £3,379. 
No mention was made of householders 
who had left the island without paying 
off their debt and it seems no restrictions 
were placed in the way of their departure. 
This is reminiscent of the way in which 
offi cials seventy years earlier had allowed 
liberated slaves to leave even though the 
debt most owed for their freedom had not 
been paid.

In his submission, Gallwey grouped 
households into four schedules. First, 
25 owners of 48 properties could afford 
to make payment and should be made to 
do so. Second, four owners of 20 proper-
ties had already paid a substantial sum 
but were fi nancially in a state of collapse. 
Third, six owners of nine properties might 
be able to pay in the long term. Fourth, 48 
owners of 58 properties were impover-
ished or living on charity and quite unable 
to pay their debts. He recommended the 
debts of everyone listed in schedules three 
and four be written off.

Gallwey commented, “a large proportion 
of the houses in Jamestown, although, 
owing to hard times, in a sad state of dis-
repair, are equipped with an excellent and 

costly drainage and water system . . I would 
add that in numerous cases the drainage 
and water services are the only parts of 
the house which are of value. There is no 
doubt that the cost of the systems gener-
ally was out of all proportion to the value 
of the buildings . . so much poverty still 
exists in Jamestown that the peace of 
mind of the people is not a little upset ow-
ing to their liability to the government. . 
Many householders have during the last 
few years petitioned the Colonial govern-
ment to take over their properties in full 
payment of their debt to that government. 
Unfortunately I have been unable to con-
sent to the government being burdened 
with unsalable properties. Gallwey consid-
ered the forthcoming coronation of King 
George V as an exceptional opportunity 
to grant clemency to poorer household-
ers and made the calculating suggestion 
that writing off the debts “would create 
a most lasting and favourable impression 
upon the minds of a loyal community. 
Such an act of grace would be taken as 
coming from the Throne, and there is no 
doubt that the Monarchical principle is a 
sure channel through which to appeal to 
the minds of His Majesty’s subjects in the 
outlying parts of the Empire”. 

These recommendations were accepted, 
except the debts of householders in the 
third schedule were, at the discretion of 
the governor, only to be suspended. Thus, 
for many in Jamestown the coronation 
celebrations in June 2011 in the 12th year 
of the century were markedly improved 
with the knowledge that their heavy debts 
had been written off. Meanwhile, having 
been appointed Governor for Gambia on 
9 September 1911, Gallwey left St Helena 
with the dubious distinction of being the 
last governor to impose the death penal-
ty. Travelling to his new appointment via 
London, he announced he had changed his 

surname to Galway by deed poll, effective 
from 3 November. As Governor of Gambia 
(1911-1914) and Australia (1914-1920), he 
encountered considerable opposition and 
hostility in both countries to his policies 
and personal style. He died in London on 
17 June 1949 aged 89.

History sometimes has a habit of repeat-
ing itself to some degree. The correspond-
ing fi rst dozen years of the 21st century 
under the stewardship of Governors Hol-
lamby, Clancy, Gurr and Capes also had 
their depressing moments, especially the 
decision in 2008 to pause and re-review 
the airport project. However, the present 
century witnessed far more good news 
than bad, particularly the belated resto-
ration of full British citizenship in 2002 
and the long-awaited decision in 2011, the 
twelfth year, to proceed with the airport. 
As was the case a century ago, a new in-
dustry is planned for St Helena, except this 
time it is to be tourism. Instead of a grant 
of £4,070, paltry even by the standards of 
1909, to establish a fl ax industry, this time 
the grant to build the airport is colossal, 
totalling £246.6 million. It can be debated 
how realistic it will be to achieve an eco-
nomically viable tourist industry at St Hel-
ena, how painful it will be for islanders to 
pay for essential infrastructure improve-
ments, how safe the airport will be and 
what the British government’s true mo-
tives are for the project. What can surely 
not be disputed however is the sharp con-
trast between Britain’s small investment 
at St Helena a century ago and its full-
blooded expenditure there today.

Note: Thanks are due to Edward Baldwin 
for his identifi cation of the gun a being 
hauled up Main Street, previously thought 
to be a Boer “Big Tom” gun, photo-
graphed and misidentifi ed by the author’s 
grandfather T. R. Bruce.

Duke of Connaught shortly after knighting 
Governor Gallwey, Jamestown Wharf, 1910
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PROPOSED ELECTRICITY AND WATER TARIFFS COMMENCING 1ST October 2017 
 
 

Connect Saint Helena is proposing revised tariffs commencing 1st October 2017.  Whilst there has been good 
progress in reducing operating costs we still require a sizeable subsidy from SHG to remain solvent putting 
pressure on Connect to increase charges to the consumer.  This time we are proposing to keep electricity tariffs 
at their current level and to focus increase on water charges.  The combined effect for most people will be an 
inflationary increase on their Connect bill.  The Minimum Income Standard will be adjusted to take into account 
this increase and qualifying agricultural customers will receive payments directly from Saint Helena Government 
to offset this increase. 
 
 

 CURRENT TARIFF PROPOSED TARIFF Increase 
ELECTRICITY TARIFF CHARGES       

Usage Charges       

Domestic Band 1 (first 1,000units) £0.30 £0.30 Nil 

Domestic Band 2 (units over 1,000) £0.46 £0.46 Nil 

Commercial and 3 Phase £0.46 £0.46 Nil 
 
WATER TARIFF CHARGES       

Quarterly Standing Charges       

Domestic £7.18 £8.61 £1.43 

Unoccupied residential £7.18 £8.61 £1.43 

Commercial £21.53 £25.83 £4.30 

Agricultural £7.18 £8.61 £1.43 

Domestic Use       

Treated Water first 15 cubic metres £0.97 £1.16 £0.19 

Treated Water over 15 cubic metres £1.28 £1.53 £0.25 

Untreated £0.64 £0.77 £0.13 

Other Use      

Commercial £2.51 £3.01 £0.50 

Agricultural treated £1.28 £1.53 £0.25 

Agricultural untreated £0.64 £0.77 £0.13 
 
DRAINAGE TARIFF CHARGES       

Domestic Standing £12.50 £15.00 £2.50 

Commercial Standing £19.73 £23.68 £3.95 
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 CURRENT TARIFF PROPOSED TARIFF Increase 
ELECTRICITY OTHER CHARGES       
Disconnection £37.50 £39.00 £1.50 

Reconnection (1 month) £37.50 £39.00 £1.50 

Reconnection (1 – 6 months) £37.50 £39.00 £1.50 

Reconnection (6 – 12 months) £37.50 £39.00 £1.50 

        
 
WATER OTHER CHARGES       

Connection £32.50 £33.80 £1.30 

Disconnection £32.50 £33.80 £1.30 

Reconnection (1 month) £32.50 £33.80 £1.30 

Reconnection (1 – 6 months) £32.50 £33.80 £1.30 

Reconnection (6 – 12 months) £32.50 £33.80 £1.30 

        
 
DRAINAGE OTHER CHARGES       

Empty private septic tank (domestic) £66.00 £68.64 £2.64 
Empty private septic tank 
(commercial) £106.00 £110.24 £4.24 

Unblock private sewer line 
(domestic) £66.00 £68.64 £2.64 

Unblock private sewer line 
(commercial) £106.00 £110.24 £4.24 

Connection £32.50 £33.80 £1.30 

Disconnection £32.50 £33.80 £1.30 

 
 
Anyone wanting to understand more how the tariff changes will affect them are welcome to call Connect on 
22255 or email enquiries@connect.co.sh  
 
Any comments you might have regarding the proposed tariffs can be forwarded to:  
 
The Utilities Regulatory Authority, The Castle, Jamestown marked for the attention of Yvonne Williams or by 
email to: yvonne.williams@sainthelena.gov.sh  
 
All comments must be received by 12:00 on 22nd September 2017. 
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Tariff Review 2017 - Q & A Sheet 

 

Questions Answers 

Why is water increasing in price 
whilst electricity is not? 

 

The cost of electricity has progressively decreased mainly due to cost 
efficiencies.  The overall cost to supply electricity broadly equates to 
the income from tariff so this year there is no need to increase 
electricity charges.  Water however is massively subsidised, Connect on 
average lost £5.43 on every unit supplied last year. 

Is the £5.43 loss as a result of the 
drought? 

No, if the exceptional costs associated with the drought of 2016 are 
taken into account the loss increases to £6.30 per cubic meter. 

Why is the loss so great? Compared to other islands and to the UK water is very cheap.  There 
were many years where the cost of water remained static despite the 
costs increasing every year.  There is now a lot of catching up to do. 

How will I be able to afford such 
a large increase on my utility bill? 

For the vast majority of consumers the increase will be below inflation, 
this is because the cost of electricity remains the same.  So most people 
will see an overall below inflationary increase on their utility charges, 
the same as if we applied a below inflationary increase to both water 
and electricity. 

How much more will I pay? The average consumer will pay about the same amount as if both 
electricity and water had been increased by 2%.  As a result of this 
proposed tariff Connect is budgeting to collect 2% more tariff revenue. 

I am a commercial grower and 
therefore use a lot of water is 
anything being done to help me? 

Yes, we recognise that commercial growers will be adversely affected.   
When we negotiated our subsidy with SHG we established the financial 
impact on growers and took lower subsidy accordingly.  SHG now has 
control of those funds and will pay subsidy directly rather than through 
the water tariff.  This moves the subsidy away from an untargeted 
subsidy to a targeted subsidy which was an undertaking made by SHG 
as a pre-requisite to the signing of the airport contract. 

We already pay a lot for water Water is subsidised at present by on average £5.43 per unit so nobody 
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why are the prices going up? is paying the true cost.   

What does this increase mean in 
£’s and pence? 

As this is not a straight % rise each consumer will be affected 
differently.  The modelling we carried out shows most consumers will 
see about 2% increase on their total utility bill.  The first 15 cubic 
metres of water per quarter is deemed the minimum an average 
household will require with any consumption above that a lifestyle 
choice.  This increase is 32p per week for water and zero for electricity.  

What do we get for our money? Water is collected, treated, stored and distributed to homes and 
businesses.  But in addition to that we are recovering from significant 
under investment over several decades.  All of this costs money and 
whilst we are able to receive government capital grants the tariff is 
very low which is unsustainable. 

What has Connect done to 
improve things since divestment 
in 2013? 

There have been many improvements since divestment.  Connect is a 
more financially efficient organisation now taking £600k less subsidy 
than pre divestment.  SHG is able to spend this money in other priority 
areas.   Fuel efficiency is a major contributor which was achieved with 
increased levels of solar and wind energy.    On the water side of the 
business after decades of decline due of lack of investment there are 
new reservoirs, the majority of the old reservoirs have been relined.  
All water treatment works have been upgraded, improved catchments 
have been constructed as well as drought mitigation measures.  There 
is also a dedicated construction team who have the massive task of 
renewing and burying mains that were laid above ground.  This just 
scratches the surface of the task ahead but Connect is a dedicated 
team who will succeed in improving the islands assets to an acceptable 
standard. 

Does this mean that electricity 
tariffs will increase later in the 
year? 

At the moment there is no need to increase electricity tariffs as the 
efficiency improvements since divestment now mean that consumers 
are covering the costs to provide the surface.  If costs increase there 
may need to be an increase but at the present time there is nothing to 
suggest this will happen.  The reason why the proposed increase is just 
on water is to more closely align the income streams to the costs. 

Why is Connect increasing tariffs 
now rather than in April as 
normal? 

It has taken a great deal of time and effort to gather the evidence base 
on which to understand precisely how this increase will affect 
individual consumers.  With this evidence base we can see which 
consumer groups are adversely affected and have taken lower  subsidy 
so that SHG can make arrangements directly with these consumers so 
that the subsidy is better targeted at those who need it most.  If the 
evidence base had been available sooner we could have proposed 
these changes earlier but the advantage for consumers is that they 
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have paid the same price as last year for longer. 

What evidence is there that 
tariffs need to increase? 

Connect’s Board of Directors have been concerned at the huge 
difference between the cost of providing water and the amount people 
are paying.  At the same time they are happy that electricity costs and 
tariff are broadly similar.  It would be unfair on electricity consumers 
for them to subsidise water consumers which is what would happen if 
an inflationary increase was applied across the board.  This is why going 
forward and based on evidence we will endeavour to focus tariff 
increases to loss making services. 

Will tariffs increase again next 
year? 

Almost certainly water tariffs will until the subsidy is eliminated. 

Why such a big increase, couldn’t 
it be just 10% this year and the 
same next year. 

The increase is just on water so 10% on water would be just a 1% 
increase on utility cost.  This is well below the rate of inflation which is 
where we normally target tariff increases. 
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UTILITY TARIFF CHARGES 

Connect Saint Helena is proposing a tariff review commencing 1st October 2017.  On this occasion 
there will be no increase in electricity charges but there will be a significant increase in water charges.  
The combination of the new water and electricity charges represent a below inflationary increase for 
most consumers. 

The reason for moving away from a straight % increase on everything is because through efficiencies 
the cost of providing electricity is now covered by the electricity tariff income.  However the average 
cost to supply a cubic meter of water is £7.11 so we make a loss of £5.43 on each unit of water 
supplied.  So although there will be a sharp rise in water charges with no increase on electricity charges 
most consumers will see a similar rise as they would have done with an inflationary rise on all charges. 

Members of the public are welcome to call into our Seales Corner offices if they want to understand 
the proposed tariff better and our Finance Manager will be available in the community at the following 
venues / times to explain the new tariffs to anyone wanting to drop by. 

Blue Hill Community Centre - 13th September, 11:00am to 12:00pm 

Sandy Bay Community Centre - 13th September, 12:30pm to 1:30pm 

Levelwood Silver Hill Bar - 13th September, 2:00pm to 3:00pm 

The details of the proposed new charges appear in this newspaper along with a Q&A sheet which we 
hope will answer the more obvious questions people may have. 

Since Connect started trading in April 2013 tariff increases have been roughly in line with inflation.  
During this time through efficiency savings we have reduced the operating subsidy we receive from 
SHG from £1.1 Million to £595k, SHG is then able to spend these savings in other priority areas. 

We will receive a below inflationary increase in our tariff revenue, the difference as we move forward 
is that we will endeavour to target any tariff adjustments to the service that is being provided, with 
water running at such a large deficit we can expect future tariff increases to be focused on the water 
and sewage side of the business. 
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What’s in Our Water?
Is connect’s chlorine level concerning?

Andrew Turner & Emma Weaver, 
SAMS

Why are the chlorine levels in our 
waters so high? What effects might this 
have on the people of our island?

The World Health Organisation (WHO) 
state in its Guidelines for Drinking-water 
Quality (2003) that “Chlorine is present 
in most disinfected drinking-water at 
concentrations of 0.2–1 mg/litre.” They 
go on to state that the maximum recom-
mended levels for chlorine in drinking 
water is 5mg/litre. 

According to the Drinking Water In-
spectorate in the UK, typically water 
companies keep the level of residual dis-
infectant, in the form of free or combined 
chlorine, to 0.5mg/litre or less.

Connect St Helena, Ltd. has said that 
its water is currently chlorinated (with a 
type of chlorine called Sodium Hypochlo-
rite) at levels of 1-4mg/litre at the users 
tap, and that most households get an av-
erage of 3mg/litre, which is signifi cantly 
higher than the UK’s average. 

Connect’s reported chlorine levels fall 
within the WHO standards. However, 
while more conclusive research into the 
effects of chlorine on health is needed, 
existing scientifi c research suggests St 
Helena’s chlorine levels may still be high 
enough to effect users’ health, despite 
meeting WHO standards.

“Chlorine has been used to disinfect 
water for more than a century, and it's 
often credited with saving many lives by 
producing drinking water that wasn't 
contaminated with bacteria, viruses, and 
many types of protozoan cysts,” the US 
Water Systems site says. “While it's an 
extremely effective disinfectant, chlorine 
in drinking water can cause a number 
of side effects as well as producing po-
tentially dangerous disinfection byprod-
ucts.”

In 2010, Scientifi c American ran an ar-
ticle entitled Tapped Out?: Are Chlorine's 
Benefi cial Eff ects in Drinking Water Off set by 
Its Links to Cancer? The article states that 
“researchers have now linked chlorine in 
drinking water to higher incidences of 
bladder, rectal and breast cancers. Re-
portedly chlorine, once in water, inter-
acts with organic compounds to create 
trihalomethanes (THMs), which when 
ingested encourage the growth of free 
radicals that can destroy or damage vital 
cells in the body.” 

These fi ndings are supported by the 
1998 study, Chlorination of drinking water 
and cancer mortality in Taiwan. The study 

found that areas that received chlori-
nated drinking water had much a higher 
number of cases of cancers in the rectum, 
lung, bladder and kidney. 

The Journal of the National Cancer In-
stitute published a similar study on Dec. 
1, 1987 that also found the risk of blad-
der cancer increased with intake levels 
of beverages made with chlorinated tap 
water.

But chlorine in domestic water may af-
fect more than just cancer chances. 

Research links chlorinated water to 
skin conditions such as acne, eczema and 
rashes. 

“In our 25 years’ experience of working 
with people with eczema, irritation from 
chlorine appears to be a very common 
problem,” said Healthy House, an allergy 
cure company in the UK. “Studies have 
demonstrated that free residual chlorine 
may play a role in the development or 
worsening of atopic dermatitis (the most 
common form of eczema).”

When asked if Connect was aware of 
the potential harmful effects of chlorine 
on health, and specifi cally on conditions 
like eczema, Connect Operations Director 
Leon de Wet replied simply:

“The potential harmful effects of the 
various treatment processes to poten-
tially use for disinfection of water are 
well-documented.”

When asked why St Helena’s chlorina-

tion levels are so much higher than the 
UK’s, despite the well-documented po-
tential harmful effects, Leon said that St 
Helena’s distribution network “differ[s] 
signifi cantly from the UK, in that [St 
Helena’s network] has to transport water 
over signifi cant distances.” 

Our 47-sq. mile island gets water from 
four water treatment plants. These are 
located in Redhill, Chubbs Spring, Hutts 
Gate and Levelwood.

“In order to ensure the consumers at 
the end of the networks still get fully 
treated water (free from bacteria), we 
need to manipulate the dosing at the 
various plants to effect that,” he said. 
“Chlorine decay happens on the way 
(due to pipelines being exposed to heat, 
as well as the time water spent in treated 
water tanks).”

Leon also said St Helena consumes wa-
ter at a lower rate than the UK, which 
also effects chlorine decay.

Leon said any adjustment to Connect’s 
high chlorine levels would mean high in-
creases in water costs.

“The dosing regime can understand-
ably be adjusted if redosing could be 
introduced at strategic points along the 
network,” he said. “This would, though, 
require a substantial capital investment 
in redosing plants, as well as increase the 
operational cost (and subsequently the 
tariff) of the supply of water.”
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I have a ‘coining’ plan

Coins from St Helena Island, as 
they are rarer than coins from larger 
areas, can go for high amounts on 
auction sites. 

Today, a modern in-circulation St 
Helena 2p coin is even going for 99p 
on eBay, and a modern in-circulation 
£2 coin has a bid of £8.50. 

A “rare 1998 St Helena & Ascension 
Islands, Donkey 2p Coin,” in-circu-
lation – which most islanders prob-
ably handle every day – is going for 
£13.45 on eBay.

But older, rarer St Helena coins can 
go for a lot more, and can attract in-
ternational attention.

“Another ‘rarity’ is about to come 
under the hammer,” said Roger Box, 
a specialist dealer in rare coins based 
in the UK, who has three generations 
of ancestors from St Helena (c.1780-
1840). “It’s an East India Company 
(EIC) Halfpenny, dated 1821. It shows 
the Arms of the EIC with St HELENA 
HALFPENNY, surrounded by a circle 
of laurel leaves.” 

These St Helena Halfpennies were 
copper coins, minted in 1821 by the 
EIC for use on the island. The coins 
were designed by Thomas Webb, 
and just over 700,000 (about £1,000 
worth) were minted/struck at the 
Soho Mint in Birmingham. 

But 566,000 were never put into 
circulation; instead, they were re-
turned to the mint in 1831 and melted 
down. 

The Halfpenny’s worth, back in the 
day, would have been equal to about 
50p today. But the Proof Halfpen-
ny has now at least quadrupled in 
worth: It is estimated at £200-£300.

“What makes the coin being auc-
tioned next week far more interest-
ing, is the fact it was not for general 
circulation,” Roger Box said. “It is a 
‘proof’ coin. Very few were minted, 
often as test pieces or to be given as 
presents to important people.”

The N.B. Todd Collection is auc-
tioning off the Halfpenny (Lot 2162) 
through Dix Noonan Webb, Ltd: The 
UK’s leading specialist auctioneers 
and valuers of coins, tokens, medals, 
militaria and paper money.

The Halfpenny is bronzed and has a 
“tiny reverse rim nick at 5 o’clock,” 

Emma Weaver, SAMS

Rare and valuable St Helena coins discussed

but is “otherwise [in] extremely fi ne 
and brilliant” condition. Bidding on 
the Lot will close Sept. 15.

But interest in St Helena’s change 
doesn’t just focus on coins that are 
up for auction.

“I am a coin collector living in the 
London, Borough of Croydon,” Phil 
McLoughlin said. “In December 2016, 
the National Archives released some 
old Royal Mint documents, some of 
which showed the preliminary de-
signs for St Helena and Ascension’s 
decimal circulation coinage, issued 

in 1984. The designs include a cray-
fi sh, Jacob’s Ladder, Lot and Lot’s 
Wife, Plantation House, and Napo-
leon.”

Phil McLoughlin is interested in 
what happened to those unique coins, 
and in the history of the changes of 
our monetary change over the de-
cades (see next page).

“I have been looking for the an-
swers to these questions without 
success,” he said. “Are there any of 
your older readers who still remem-
ber what happened?”

The St Helena East India Company Halfpenny estimated at £200-£300.
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I have a couple of “compare and contrast” questions about coins for your readers. 
 1] The UK introduced its smaller 5p, 10p and 50p coins in 1990, 1992 and 1997 respectively. The larger versions 

were each demonetised and removed from circulation some 6 to 8 months after the introduction of their smaller 
counterparts.

 In St Helena, the smaller 5p and 10p were not introduced until 1998, and the smaller 50p was introduced in 
2003. Does anybody know the approximate dates that the larger St Helena versions were demonetised?

 2] If UK coinage circulates on St. Helena, when were the larger UK coins demonetised? Was this done in sync 
with the UK’s demonetisation of those coins, i.e. 1990, 1993 and 1998? Or did St Helena wait until she demon-
etised her own larger coins, thus getting rid of the lot (UK versions included) in one fell swoop?

Best wishes,
 Phil McLoughlin,
 Croydon, London, England.

Document and drawings from the National Archives



SPORTSARENA
44 www.sams.sh Thursday 07 September 2017 | THE SENTINEL

FOOTBALL FIXTURES

SATURDAY

1:30PM - HARTS VS ROVERS
3:30PM - WOLVES VS CSB

Junior Football Fixtures 
2017

Week 13 10th September 
Pitch 1

9am: Chop Shop v Sharpshoot-
ers  Pitch 1

9.am: Jungle Rangers v Yellow 
Devils Pitch 2
10.am: Skull Fire v Young Harts 

A Pitch 1
10.am Yellow Devils v Young 

Harts A Pitch 2

Week 14 17th September
9am: Yellow Devils v Young 

Harts B
9.45am: Sharpshooters v Skull 

Fire
10.30am: Young Harts A v Jungle 

Rangers

Main pitch
Seniors to start 11 aside matches

Week 15 24thSeptember 
9 aside league to start

SUNDAY

11:30AM - BELL BOYS VS SAINTS
1:30PM - CRUSADERS VS FUGEES

3:30PM - AXIS VS WIREBIRDS

Golf Report weekending 3 
September 2017 

The fi rst round of the Bank of St Helena Challenge Cup 
took place on Sunday with twenty-two players expe-
riencing slightly windy conditions and a chill in the 
air. Leading the fi eld is Larry Legg on a one under par 
67 closely followed by Peter Johnson on 68 and Arthur 
Francis, Nicky Stevens and Tony Green all on 69. Thir-
teen players returned scores in the 70’s. There was only 
one ‘two’ with Jeff Stevens the lucky winner of twen-
ty two golf balls. The second and fi nal round will take 
place next Sunday 10 September with the leading scores 
teeing off fi rst. Contributed by Tony Green


