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Emma Weaver, SAMS

Without any doubt, often in St Helena 
we’re all too harsh with each other 
and forget to look at the positives. 
Sometimes though, things just clearly 
aren’t right and they’re worth fighting 
for. 

But it’s apparent that people here feel 
they’re told “stop complaining; you 
should find things good enough.” 

But the reason the world has 
progressed – the reason women 
can vote, the reason Elon Musk and 
Apple and Amazon exist, the reason 
segregation ended and democracy 
began – is because people have refused 
to accept that things being “good 
enough” is a valid argument. 

Did the women’s suffrage movements 
buckle when they were told that 
women not being allowed to vote was 
“good enough”? When Martin Luther 
King Jr, Nelson Mandela or even Bob 
Marley were told “but at least there’s 
no slavery now” – did they accept 
things were “good enough”? 

Will we accept it, when we’re told 
the democracy we have in St Helena is 
“good enough”?

Tuesday was International Democracy 
Day, as observed by the UN. It made 
me think back to one of the most 
disheartening quotes (from an island 
resident) I had read in Kirsty Joshua’s 
2016 Durham University research paper  
about voter participation in St Helena.

“At least we can vote, even if it has 
little effect.”

The quote sort of sums up the general 
situation of the island in regard to 
democracy: Islanders know there’s no 
true democracy in St Helena. However, 
sprinkles of democracy are used to 
tell the people “look, you should be 
happy – at least you’ve got this;” and 
people are either scared to speak up, 
or they feel their voices won’t make a 
difference.

But hey, at least we can celebrate 
the current democratic process of 
the Governance Review! It’s great 
to see it was something that the 
people voted on to happen... Great 
that the Governance Commission 
was democratically elected and not 
handpicked by an unelected official... 
Great that the public was transparently 
told who was funding the governance 
review and its advisor... Great that it’s 
now elected members holding “public 
engagement” sessions rather than 
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SHG’s Incident Executive Group 
(IEG) has agreed passengers from 
Ascension can quarantine in their 
own homes, rather than at the 
otherwise-mandatory Bradley’s 
quarantine facility.

The new arrangements will be 
in effect from this week’s charter 
flight.

SHG said a Proper Officer (as 
defined in law) will assess the 
homes that arriving passengers 
propose to stay in, to ensure they 
are suitable for home quarantine. 

SHG has not stated how it will 

Ascension passengers can now isolate 
at home instead of at Bradley’s

ensure people remain securely 
in their homes for the legally 
required 14 days.

SHG did say daily “check in” 
calls will take place, “aimed 
at monitoring any symptoms 
and general well-being whilst 
assisting people to successfully 
navigate their period of 
quarantine.”

The news came a few days after 
Ascension Island last week had its 
first two Covid-19 cases.

Ascension Island Government 
(AIG) on Sept. 7 announced its 

Andrew Turner, SAMS

Dear Editor,

Unfortunately I have to leave 
Saint Helena urgently to be with 
my wife Wendy, who suffered an 
illness in Australia.

Wendy returned to Australia 
in March, for the birth of Izzy 
our first granddaughter.  Wendy 
was then locked down due to 
COVID-19 and was therefore 
unable to return to Saint Helena. 

Both Wendy and I love Saint 
Helena and its people and she is 
devastated that she is not well 
enough to travel at this time.

I rekindled my friendship after 
61 years with my old school friend, 
Nick Thorpe, who I was surprised 

to find here on the island.  Nick 
and Lolly and extended family 
welcomed me and Wendy.  Nick 
and I will remain in contact.  
Wendy misses Gail Thorpe and 
other women friends on this 
island and she will keep in touch.

I also want to publicly thank my 
health staff who do an amazing 
job in providing care to the 
community.  I will miss them.

Wendy and I have met friendly 
people on Saint Helena and we 
are determined to return.

I thank you for your kindness 
and friendship.

Edward Rayment (Ted)

Mr Andrew Clingham has pled 
guilty to breeching isolation at 
Bradley’s quarantine facility.

The St Helena Magistrates’ 
Court last Thursday heard that 
Mr Clingham arrived on the July 
30 charter flight from Ascension 
Island and was deemed by a Proper 
Officer to be fit for quarantine at 
Bradley’s.

On Aug. 2 Mr Clingham got past 

Bradley’s escapee appears in court

security at the camp, telling them 
that he had “had enough of this 
place.”

Mr Clingham went to his home in 
Woody Ridge, Levelwood. Police 
found him there and escorted him 
back to the camp.

Mr Clingham’s defence 
representative said that “isolation 
affects everyone differently” and 
that as Mr Clingham believed 

Ascension to be Covid-19 free he 
“never believed he was putting 
anyone at risk.”

Sentencing has been adjourned 
until Sept. 24 so the Court can 
receive a pre-sentence report 
as well as a statement from 
SHG’s Incident Executive Group 
regarding the potential impacts if 
Covid-19 had been released into 
the community. 

Andrew Turner, SAMS

Delayed charter flight arrives MV Helena

Covid-19 response level had been 
escalated to Level 2 after two 
people, who had arrived Sept. 
4 and had been in compulsory 
isolation since arrival, had tested 
positive for the virus. The people 
remained in isolation and it was 
not believed that the virus has 
spread into the wider community. 
Ascension downgraded to Level 
1 two days later, after it was 
deemed that the two individuals 
“indicated significantly reduced 
levels of virus” and were deemed 
to be non-infectious. 
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the same group of unelected people 
as drafted those options in the first 
place... Great that the public are being 
listened to when they request more 
than one months’ time to consider the 
momentous changes being proposed... 
And great that we’ll all have a proper 
democratic vote on the matter, rather 
than just a ‘consultative poll.’

Oh... Wait.
Well done to the commission members 

for putting in time and effort - and 
I’m not saying a change in governance 
system is bad - but this blatantly is not 
a democratic process. 

When this is our ‘democracy’ in action, 
it’s no wonder that Kirsty’s paper’s 
main finding was that “what became 
apparent[...] is that many Saints believed 
their vote won’t make a difference.”

And this hasn’t changed in the past 
four years, based on last year’s bi-
election statistics: St Helena saw a 
22.49% voter turnout.

According to the International Institute 
for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, 
not a single country in Africa had voter 
participation this low during its most 
recent parliamentary election.

But Kirsty’s paper - the only thorough 
research conducted into this topic in 
recent years - found that St Helena 
could create “a truly vibrant democracy” 
if SHG spent at least eight months 
increasing the competency of those 
standing for election; reducing barriers 
to voting; and mobilising potential 
voters.

Within the Governance Commission 
report - except for brief mention of 
around three voter-registration changes 
- neither proposed new system of 
governance addressed the issues Kirsty’s 
research identified. 

This means that as we move into 
a significant change in our form of 
governance, the very basis of ensuring 
a functioning democracy – as defined 
in the dictionary – is not being directly 
addressed.

Changing our governance system could 
indeed be really beneficial - but vitally, 
if SHG does not first, or simultaneously, 
use Kirsty’s research as a basis for 
creating true democracy in St Helena, 
what outcomes can we actualy expect 
from the governance review alone?

The MV Helena crew was granted 
an exemption from quarantine 
requirements, enabling them to 
spend the day at Rupert’s beach 
Sunday, Sept. 13.

ExCo granted the exemption 
order subject to certain conditions. 
The crew had to remain in the 
beach area; maintain a distance 
of at least two metres if they 
encountered any members of 
the public; deep-clean any items 
used; and double-bag any waste 
before being discarding.

After completing cargo 
operations, the MV departed St 
Helena around 11:30am Monday 
for her onward journey to 
Ascension. She is expected back 
at St Helena Monday, Sept. 21.

Andrew Turner, SAMS

The charter flight that was 
originally expected to arrive at St 
Helena Monday, Sept. 14 finally 
touched down two days later, on 
Wednesday, Sept. 16.

The flight had been delayed 
Friday due to forecasted poor 
weather conditions on Monday 
and Tuesday. On Wednesday 
morning the flight also 

Andrew Turner, SAMS

experienced a slight weather 
delay.

The Boeing 757-200 touched 
down early Wednesday afternoon 
and the 53 passengers were 
disembarked and taken to 
quarantine. Eight passengers 
are transiting to Ascension 
Island. The flight overnighted at 
St Helena, with the  rest of its 
schedule provided above. 
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The first meeting of the Finance 
Committee took place Wednesday, 
Aug. 26.

The Finance Committee became St 
Helena’s sixth council committee 
when it was formed in May.

Unlike the other committees, 
the Finance Committee consists 
entirely of ExCo members (the 
others consist of LegCo members, 
with an ExCo chairperson). 

The first open-agenda item 
at the Aug. 26 meeting was the 
draft Terms of Reference for 
the Finance Committee. The 
committee also began deciding 
areas of responsibility that they 

First meeting of the Finance Committee

would take over from the Economic 
Development Committee (EDC).

Afterward, Deputy Financial 
Secretary Nicholas Yon presented 
the Budget Execution Report for 
July 2020.

The report showed the current 
financial projections up to March 
31, 2021. These projections indicate 
SHG could go £1,000 over budget. 
The Deputy Financial Secretary said 
this projection was likely to change 
throughout the year.

Finally, a Public Service Provisions 
Policy was considered. 

The policy will govern entities that 
SHG funds but does not manage. 

Andrew Turner, SAMS

SHG said it funds several 
organisations that deliver services 
that cannot, or should not, be 
provided by SHG – for instance the 
Public Solicitor’s Office, the Equality 
& Human Rights Commission and 
the Legal Assistance Fund. 

The policy aims to “set the 
framework for governance 
arrangements, outline the 
intentions and aims of SHG in 
providing [this type of] funding, 
and provide the mechanism by 
which the funding is approved and 
administered.”

The committee endorsed the 
policy.

“It has taken 22 months to do 
very little.”

This was Cllr Christine Scipio’s 
comment during her adjournment 
debate at last month’s formal 
Legislative Council meeting, when 
speaking of progress toward 
introducing a taxi-fare structure to 
St Helena.

Cllr Scipio had during that 
meeting asked the Environment 
& Natural Resources Committee 
(ENRC) Chairman, Cllr Cruyff 
Buckley, to say what action had 
been undertaken to regulate a taxi 
fare structure.

She had originally asked such a 
question in October 2018.  

“ENRC will consider regulating 
taxi fares, but this would be best 
done through wide consultation 
with stakeholders, including taxi 
owners, the tourism sector and the 
Police, to determine the best way 
forward,” Cllr Buckley said.

Cllr Buckley also said St Helena 
Tourism “developed a best practice 
scheme” that requires those taxis 
wishing to be accredited with 
Tourism to adhere to an agreed list 
of operating standards, including 
customer service and quality/
standard of vehicles. 

Still no taxi fare structure for St Helena? 

Tourism had for many years 
encouraged private taxi numbers to 
increase, operate to a high standard 
and offer 24-hour service. 

“It was agreed with taxi drivers 
that as a starting point, a fare 
structure would be implemented for 
people who make bookings though 
the Tourist Office,” he said. 

But apparently many taxi operators 
prefer to work independently.   

Private taxis are unsubsidised; 
some owners charge lower fares 
than others. Currently there are no 
regulations for taxi fares although 
the Road Traffic Ordinance (RTO), 
1985 (currently in force) does 
make provision for the Governor-
in-Council to make regulations 
prescribing the maximum and 
minimum fares that may be charged 

by public service vehicles plying for 
hire.

The new RTO (2016 – still with the 
Attorney General’s Chambers and 
still to be enacted) also makes that 
provision. 

Cllr Buckley said that the RTO, 
2016 was taken out for further 
consultation earlier this year, after 
“anomalies” had been identified, 
particularly to seek public views on 
drink-drive limits, seat belts, fixed 
penalty notices for driving offences 
and licensing of public service 
vehicles.  

“The ordinance is with our legal 
drafters and will be brought back to 
the ENRC at the end of September/
early October for consideration,” he 
said.

Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

Field and Side Path roads will 
be getting much-needed work to 
rehabilitate the roads and make 
them safer, especially for larger 
vehicles; but how will this project 
affect the bottleneck that exists in 
Napoleon Street?

SHG’s Programme Management 
Unit (PMU) on Sept. 14 hosted a 
consultation session on the project.

The project is being funded 
under the Economic Development 
Investment Programme (EDIP).

Rehabilitation works will span 
from the junction in Rupert’s where 
the Haul Road meets Field Road; 
to the junction where Field Road 
meets Side Path Road; and down to 
the brow at the very top of Napoleon 
Street.

The project is an addition to 
the plans to industrialise lower 
Rupert’s.

The industrialisation plans mean 
cargo operations for the first time 
would be fully executed in Rupert’s. 
The roads connecting Rupert’s 
to Jamestown therefore need to 
be upgraded, to allow merchants 
to transport goods from new 
warehouses in Rupert’s to their 
outlets in Jamestown and across the 
island. 

Equally important in this link 
between Rupert’s and Jamestown 
– and therefore equally impacted 
by the industrialisation plans – is 
Napoleon Street.

Significantly, though, the 
rehabilitation project does not cover 
works to Napoleon Street.

Rehabilitation of Side Path and Field roads – but 
what about Napoleon Street?

Traffic flow and parking are 
already significant issues for 
Napoleon Street. The Rupert’s 
industrialisation will increase 
traffic flow through Napoleon 
Street. 

“Somehow, we have to solve 
Napoleon Street,” EDIP Chartered 
Engineer Richard Wotton told the 
Sept. 14 meeting.

Members of the public gave 
suggestions from the floor, such 
as tunnelling under the cliff 
between Jamestown and Rupert’s 
(bypassing Side Path and Field roads 
altogether); constructing a flyover 
from the top of Napoleon Street 
to Market Street; or constructing 
a separate road from the top of 
Napoleon Street, along the cliffside 

and coming out at the wharf.
However, the chartered engineer 

was doubtful that budget could be 
found for any of those projects.

Although the PMU did take the 
suggestions for how the issues 
with Napoleon Street could be 
solved, as the works could not be 
covered under this project (and as 
it is unknown whether or when 
any funding might be available 
for Napoleon Street) it seems a 
bottleneck effect might result at 
Napoleon Street for the foreseeable 
future of the project. 

The designs for the rehabilitation 
of Side Path and Field roads will 
now be finalised before going 
through the planning process. 

Andrew Turner, SAMS

Director of Health departs, Interim Director 
arrives 

St Helena’s Director of Health 
Ted Rayment will be leaving his 
post “urgently” and returning to 
Australia.

SHG Wednesday told The Sentinel 
it has recruited an interim director, 
Dr Roland Fasol, who arrived on 
Wednesday’s charter flight.

Dr Fasol should serve for a period 
of six months. 

SHG said Janet Lawrence will 
act as the Director of Health “for 
four weeks to cover the time that 
Dr Fasol is in quarantine and to 
support his induction.”

In an open letter Mr Rayment this 
week said he is leaving to return to 

his wife, who has fallen ill.
“I also want to publicly thank 

my health staff, who do an 
amazing job in providing care to 
the community,” he said. “I will 
miss them. Wendy and I have met 
friendly people on Saint Helena and 
we are determined to return.”

Andrew Turner, SAMS
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Fishermen have been told they 
will be required to first offer 
their catches to the PQ Trading 
Cooperative, even if they are not 
members of the Co-op.

“The Association was told that 
even for non-Co-op members, 
fishers will be compelled to first 
offer fish to the Co-op,” the St 
Helena Commercial Fishermen’s 
Association (SHCFA) told The 
Sentinel. 

Fishermen learnt this at a 
meeting Friday, Sept. 11 with the 
Environment, Natural Resources 
& Planning Department (ENRP). 
(The Sentinel had been invited by 
fishermen to attend the meeting, 
but ENRP Director Darren Duncan, 
who was hosting the meeting, said 
he “won’t entertain the meeting if 
media are present.”) 

At the meeting fishermen said 

All catches must be offered to PQ Trading, even if 
not part of the Co-op

they were also told how the island’s 
new catch limits for Bigeye and 
Yellowfin tuna would be divided 
between Co-op and non-Co-op 
commercial fishermen.

For Yellowfin tuna, the island’s 
main tuna species, 141 tonnes will 
be allocated to non-Co-op members 
and 134 tonnes to the Co-op.

For Bigeye tuna, 590 of the 600 
total tonnes is being allocated 
to offshore vessels (mainly PQ 
Trading’s offshore fleet) with just 
10 tonnes for the inshore fleet. 

Fisheries petition update
The SHCFA is yet to receive a 

response from the Governor and/or 
council regarding its petition, which 
was submitted Aug. 24 and aimed 
to halt SHG’s current investment 
process with PQ Trading.

The petition said that the 

undersigned (1,419 signatures, or 
40% of the voting-age population) 
“are opposed to the current 
investment procurement process 
being undertaken by the St Helena 
Government to secure a successful 
business/company to manage St 
Helena’s commercial fishery.”

The petitioners asked SHG to stop 
“the conflicts of interest, exclusion 
of local fishermen and the lack of 
openness and transparency.”

The SHCFA said it has sent 
reminder letters that have not been 
acknowledged, and that members 
have verbally asked elected 
members for updates and have been 
told no updates are available. 

“The Association believes that the 
collective voice of the petitioners 
is being stalled and firmly believes 
this is delay tactics,” an SHCFA 
representative said.

Andrew Turner, SAMS

A new record for daily increase 
in Covid-19 cases was set on 
Sunday, Sept. 13.

This is according to the World 
Health Organization (WHO), 
which reported 307,930 confirmed 
infections over 24 hours.

“Six months after the WHO 
declared it a pandemic, the virus 
is surging in many countries and 
some that had apparent success in 
suppressing initial outbreaks are 
also seeing infections rise again,” 
the BBC reported on Monday.

The record increase comes as 
cities and nations across the globe 
struggle to balance economic 
demands with public health/
safety. 

Everything from borders to 
restaurants and schools have 
been reopening in many locations 
in order to improve starving 
economies; but resulting rises in 
Covid-19 cases seem to be leading 
to lockdowns being reintroduced.

In total, the world has so far seen 
nearly 30 million confirmed cases 
and one million deaths. And it is 
anticipated that Covid-19 will get 
harder to contain through winter 
– as similar bugs find it easier to 
spread when it is cooler and more 
time is spent indoors (e.g. flu).

UK: The ‘rule of six’
The UK, like many countries, 

has been experimenting with 
reopening establishments and 
loosening border restrictions. 
Schools are also back in session 
– though with social distancing 
measures in place.

However, a rise in cases is 
now occuring. In response, 
nationwide restrictions are being 
reintroduced.

Since Monday, it has been illegal 
in England to take part in any 
social gathering with more than 
six people (apart from activities 
such as shooting, rugby, sailing 
etc). The new “rule of six” applies 
both indoors and outdoors and 
includes children of all ages.

Groups larger than six can be 
broken up by Police and fined 
(£100 for a first offence, doubling 

Coronavirus taking over again
for each further offence up to 
£3,200).

Some cities within the UK 
– especially those named as 
“hotspots” for the virus – are in 
full lockdown and/or have other 
local restrictions in addition to 
the national ‘rule of six.’

Elsewhere
In Europe cases have been rising 

sharply, though death rates have 
not similarly risen. 

However, increased death 
rates are predicted in the next 
two months, according to WHO 
Europe director Hans Kluge, who 
told the AFP news agency “in 
October, November, we are going 
to see more mortality.”

In South Africa it is now estimated 
that 20% of the population – 
about 12 million people – may 
already have been infected with 
Covid-19. This is according to 
the country’s Health Minister Dr 
Zweli Mkhize, who pointed to 
new research that examined the 
amount of antibodies present in 
patients’ bloodstreams.

Millions of children in Italy, 
Greece, Portugal and Romania 
are returning to school for the 
first time in months. Meanwhile, 
Venezuelan schools won’t 
reconvene until “2021 at the 
earliest,” with “teaching moved 
online and lessons broadcast on a 
state TV channel.”

Portugal, the Czech Republic 
and areas of France have all 
seen spikes in cases and are 
reintroducing restrictions. Israel 
was the first country to announce 
a second nationwide lockdown, 
after recently recording 4,000 
new infections per day. The 
lockdown will begin this Friday 
and initially last three weeks – 
and could cost Israel’s economy 
just under £1.5 billion. 

In India, testing that took place 
before parliament returned to 
session on Monday, for the first 
time since the outbreak in India 
began, saw at least 25 MPs test 
positive for coronavirus.

In America, despite warnings 
from angered local and federal 

officials who said the event 
violated Covid-19 rules, US 
President Donald Trump on 
Sunday held an indoor political 
rally in Nevada. This was the 
same day that daily global cases 
hit an all-time high – and the US 
was the country with the second-
largest increase that day.

Covid-19 deaths in America 
overall are approaching 200,000 
– the highest single-country fi

gure in the world. 

Economics
The Covid-19 pandemic has 

pushed global development 
back more than two decades, 
an annual report by the Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation this 
week found. They say this means 
tens of millions of people face 
greater inequality, disease and 
poverty with many of the UN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals 
negatively impacted. Poverty had 
increased by 7%, vaccine coverage 
was dropping to levels last seen in 
the 1990s, and economic damage 
was reinforcing inequalities.

Also this week, WHO’s 53 
member states in Europe held 
a two-day online meeting to 
discuss their response to the 
pandemic and a broader five-year 
strategy for tackling it.

In Britain, a Freedom of 
Information request by the BBC 
has shown that employers are 
planning more than twice as 
many redundancies than they did 
at the height of the last recession.

“Comparing what is happening 
now with what was happening 
in the last recession shows us 
we are experiencing a jobs crisis 
unlike anything we have seen 
before,” Tony Wilson, Director 
of the Institute for Employment 
Studies, told the BBC.

Researchers said that completed 
redundancies could reach 735,000 
this autumn.

Some businesses though are 
standing out for faring well 
during the pandemic. Amazon 
has been one of few companies 
to have expanded since the 
pandemic began, and it this week 

Emma Weaver, SAMS

The British Napoleonic 
Bicentenary Trust on Thursday, 
Sept. 10 officially launched its 
“Napoleon 200” project.

The launch was held virtually 
after being delayed from May due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Napoleon 200 is dedicated 
to commemorating the 200th 
anniversary of Napoleon’s death 
in St Helena and to preserving 
Napoleonic heritage.

“Napoleon 200 exists to consider 
the significance of Napoleon’s 
death in the 21st Century and to 
preserve the built and cultural 
heritage of the island,” the 
website says.

The Trust held a virtual, live 
launch event on the afternoon of 
Sept. 10. The event lasted just over 
an hour and by the next morning 
had received 111 total views. 

The British Napoleonic 
Bicentenary Trust is a UK-
registered charity that SHG, 
alongside its hired External 
Funding Coordinator (James 
Bramble), set up last year.  

What are the goals?
SHG says the charity aims to 

“preserve the Island’s heritage, 
and to promote new perspectives 
on the story of Napoleon on St 
Helena.”

“Many of the sites are now at 
risk of being lost forever. While 
we cannot save them all, our 
aim is to preserve those where 
this is viable and to study and 
document those where long term 
preservation is not an option.”

The sites are listed as Toby’s 
Cottage, Jacob’s Ladder, High 
Knoll Fort, and Banks and 
Munden’s batteries.

The website also says it aims 
to “promote new perspectives” 
about Napoleon’s time on the 
island – for this effort, small 
summaries of various people who 
played a role during Napoleon’s 
stay are available on the website.

Who’s involved in the Trust?
A sole patron (person who gives 

financial or other support) is 
currently listed as being Jean-

Christophe Napoleon Bonaparte, 
who is the great-great-great-
great-nephew of Emperor 
Napoleon Bonaparte and who 
“represents his dynasty’s heritage 
at public events and ceremonies in 
France and elsewhere in Europe.”

The Chairperson is Sir Brian 
Unwin, author and former British 
Civil Servant.

Board members are Michael 
Binyon, Lady Penny Cobham, Dan 
Cruickshank, Philip Davies, Alan 
Forrest, Peter Hicks, Oni Oviri 
and Kedell Worboys.

The Board’s advisor is Francis 
Pike, and its ‘team’ is James 
Bramble (as executive director) 
and Alexander Kither (digital 
media and events coordinator).

Full information regarding 
the above is found at www.
napoleon200.org. Further 
background information on the 
trust, its establishment and its 
relevance to St Helena’s External 
Funding Coordinator was detailed 
in the July 30 edition of The 
Sentinel.

Napoleon 200 project launched virtually
Emma Weaver, SAMS
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announced 100,000 new jobs in 
the US and Canada. Hundreds of 
thousands of new jobs had already 
been announced this year, as 
increased online spending led the 
online retailer to record profits.

How about vaccines?
About 140 vaccines are in early 

development around the world, 
and around two dozen are now 
being tested on people in clinical 
trials, according to the BBC. 

“An even smaller number have 
reached advanced trials, and 
none has so far been proven to be 
completely safe and effective.”

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
has given emergency permission 
for the use of one of those still-
in-trial coronavirus vaccines for 
its front-line workers.

Meanwhile, about 2,000 
Covid-19 patients in the UK will 
be given monoclonal antibodies 
– potent, lab-made antibodies – 

to see if they effectively fight the 
coronavirus.

The new trial treatment is part 
of the UK Recovery Trial that 
believes dexamethasone (a cheap 
steroid) might help decrease 
Covid-19 death rates.

Dexamethasone is the same 
steroid that some months ago 
was shown to cut the Covid-19 
death risk by a third for patients 
on ventilators and by a fifth for 
people on oxygen. 

“This is the first type of 
treatment that’s targeted for 
this specific virus,” Professor 
Martin Landray of the University 
of Oxford, who is co-leading the 
trial, told the BBC. “There are lots 
of good reasons for thinking it 
might well be effective - stopping 
the virus from reproducing, 
stopping the virus from causing 
damage, improving survival for 
patients.”

It’s an extraordinary possibility 
- the idea that living organisms 
are floating in the clouds of Planet 
Venus.

But this is what astronomers are 
now considering after detecting a 
gas in the atmosphere they can’t 
explain.

That gas is phosphine - a 
molecule made up of one 
phosphorus atom and three 
hydrogen atoms.

On Earth, phosphine is associated 
with life, with microbes living in 
the guts of animals like penguins, 
or in oxygen-poor environments 
such as swamps.

For sure, you can make it 
industrially, but there are no 
factories on Venus; and there are 
certainly no penguins.

So why is this gas there, 50km 
up from the planet’s surface? 
Prof Jane Greaves, from Cardiff 
University, UK and colleagues are 
asking just this question.

They’ve published a paper in 
the journal Nature Astronomy 
detailing their observations of 

Is there life floating in 
the clouds of Venus?

phosphine at Venus, as well as 
the investigations they’ve made 
to try to show this molecule could 
have a natural, non-biological 
origin.

But for the moment, they’re 
stumped - as they tell the BBC’s 
Sky At Night programme, which 
has talked at length to the team. 
You can see the show on BBC Four 
tonight (Monday) at 22:30 BST.

Given everything we know 
about Venus and the conditions 
that exist there, no-one has yet 
been able to describe an abiotic 
pathway to phosphine, not in 
the quantities that have been 
detected. This means a life source 
deserves consideration.

“Through my whole career I 
have been interested in the search 
for life elsewhere in the Universe, 
so I’m just blown away that this 
is even possible,” Prof Greaves 
said. “But, yes, we are genuinely 
encouraging other people to tell us 
what we might have missed. Our 
paper and data are open access; 
this is how science works.”

Jonathan Amos, BBC News Sept. 14, 2020

Public Library Service

Book of 
the Week

Sherrie Hewson – who was 
a semi-finalist on Celebrity 
Masterchef and owned her own 
restaurant – loves to cook. Her 
kitchen is a world away from 
her working life as an actress 
and presenter, and is where 
she constantly dreams up new 
recipes to try on family and 
friends. As a busy mother and 
now a grandmother, she loves 
nothing more than to take care 
of her family with delicious and 
tasty meals. 

She’s been writing down her 
recipes for decades and now 
she’s sharing over 100 of her 
favourites with us in Nana’s 
Kitchen: Over 100 Delicious 
Family Recipes. From traditional 
dishes she learned from her 
own grandmother to thoroughly 
modern recipes you and your 
family will love too. All are 
delicious, easy to prepare and 
sure to inspire you.

Please reserve by contacting 
the following:-

Telephone Number: 22580
Email: publiclibrary@helanta.

co.sh.

Salvation Army musical 
evenings back

Now that social distancing has 
been relaxed, the Salvation Army 
on Friday, Sept. 11 held another 
musical evening at the HTH Army 
Hall. 

Hearty singing was accompanied 
by hand-clapping and swaying 
to the 11-strong brass band, solo 
and group performances. 

It all started with the band 
playing O When the Saints, and an 
opening prayer by Major Priscilla. 
The musical programme was led 
by Coral Yon, who interspersed a 
few jokes that she was applauded 
for.    

Saxophone solos were by Stuart 
Yon – Tell Me the Story of Jesus 
and Man of Sorrows; vocal solos 
by Nicholas Yon were One Day at 
a Time and My Lighthouse; and the 
Family Circle sang I’m a Believer 
and I Found Jesus on the Jailhouse 
Floor.

The Rock Christian Fellowship 
(RCF) joined the entertainment. 

A group of RCF children 
performed two dances, and female 

RCF members sang two songs 
without music (Open the Eyes of My 
Heart and How Great Thou Art). The 
RCF’s Pinky & Friends performed 
three numbers.

Some wonderful band 
performances were of Edelweiss, 
The Wondrous Story (a march) and 
If You’re Happy and You Know It. 
Nicholas Yon led popular sing-
a-long songs. The band led 
congregational songs Yes Jesus 
Loves Me and All Over the World.         

 The last song was called Thank 
You Jesus, Thank You Jesus, which 

Major Nhlanhla led accompanied 
by the congregation. In Zulu 
language “thank you, thank you” 
is “Siyabonja, Siyabonja” and in 
Afrikaans it is “Baie Dankie, Baie 
Dankie.” The Saints came away 
knowing a few extra foreign-
language words.  

As the event came to a close, 
Major Nhlanhla offered the 
benediction and the last band 
item was a march called Nicely 
Saved. This brought a relaxing 
and enjoyable evening to an end.     

Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

Local business The Book Box has launched a reading 
challenge to celebrate International Literacy Day, which 
took place Sept. 8. 

All primary-aged children were issued a letter through 
their schools explaining the challenge – to read 22 different 
books in 22 categories within 18 weeks.

Each child can read the books themselves or have the books 
read to them.

Each book and its category should be noted down on the 
letter (lefthand photo). Letters should be returned to school 
by Jan. 12, 2021. 

Any child who completes all 22 books could be a lucky 
winner – as each school will have a draw for Book Box 
vouchers (1st prize being a £20, 2nd place £12 and 3rd place 
£6). 

“A lot of parents who buy books from us suggest they find 
it difficult to motivate their children to read,” The Book Box 
told The Sentinel. “If we can motivate children with great 
book recommendations, and all the latest new releases, we 
hope to help foster a love for reading again.”

The Book Box hopes all primary-aged kids will take part 
and join in the fun. 

Book Box launches 
reading competition

Donna Crowie, SAMS
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On Sept. 8 St Paul’s 
Primary School celebrated 
International Literacy Day, an 
international day declared in 
1967 by UNESCO (United Nations 
Educational, Scientific & Cultural 
Organization).

The day kicked off with an 
inspiring assembly led by Deputy 
Head Miss Sherell Thomas. 
Invited guest speakers Dustin 
Cornelson, Chief inspector Price 
and Ms Patsy Flagg spoke about 
how important literacy is within 
their jobs. 

Mr Cornelson began his talk with 
a question – “how do you spell 
Mississippi?” Ephrem Stroud 
spelt this correctly and won £5. 
Ms Flagg (a retired education 
officer) used resources that were 
handwritten and reused calendars 
and cards to aid her talk. Children 
were engaged and eager to join in 
answering questions. 

Thoughout the day lots of 
different activities and guest 
speakers were stationed around 
the school for children to enjoy. 
Each class had a guest speaker 
– Nursery enjoyed a story by Mr 
Dustin and Reception by Director 
of Education Mrs Benjamin. 

“I have enjoyed my time with 
the children today,” she said. 

Early years invited parents to 
join them in a paired reading 
activity, which saw a very good 
turnout. Class teacher Miss Robyn 
Sim spoke about the importance 
of building the first steps to 

reading.  
Year 1 looked at St Helena 

foods, especially Pilau (around 
the mast). The topic linked well 
to their on-going science topic. 
Children sequenced the method 
of making Pilau. Using a carousel 
approach, all children had a 
chance to go into the kitchen 
to get and get an insight into 
how to read and make the Pilau 
recipe. Children sat together to 
eat, commenting the Pilau was 
“delicious.” Children learnt about 
the importance of reading, from 
purchasing ingredients to tasting 
them on the plate. 

“Reading is the key to success,” 
said YR1 teacher Mrs Sally Young.

Ms Molly Fowler (one of the 
school’s former teachers) and 
PTA Chairperson Mrs Michelle 
Thomas-Lawrence read a story to 
Year 2. Children each brought in 
a book to share and read with a 
partner, and made bookmarkers 
as part of their activities.  

“Literacy is very important 
because this will help you to get a 
job, such as being on the radio,” 
said student Lakeria George.  

In Year 2B children brought in 
books to share with friends or 
did book swaps. The children also 
had the opportunity to look at 
different St Helenian foods and 
different places on the island, 
about which children then wrote 
short stories. Guest speaker Mrs 
Daniella Marlow explained to 
children why literacy is important 
for her job as a nurse. Mrs Marlow 

also brought in some medical 
resources that children used 
to create an arm cast and they 
thoroughly enjoyed the activity. 

“Today was a very interesting 
day, lots of questions were asked 
and children were engaged in 
all activities,” YR2 teacher Miss 
Christy Bedwell said.

Year 3 had a fantastic day, 
based around up-leveling 
pupils’ vocabulary and the use of 
ambitious words. The pupils used 
set words to create poems about 
their parents. In the afternoon 
parents were invited for paired 
reading and a show-and-tell, 
with some touching moments 
when parents heard their poems. 

The pupils looked in-depth at 
mathematics vocabulary, with 
a focus on using the Concrete, 
Pictorial, Abstract (CPA) 
approach. Both pupils and parents 
demonstrated the CPA approach 
(a system of learning that uses 
physical and visual aids to build a 
child’s understanding of abstract 
topics – for instance pupils 
could be introduced to a new 
mathematical concept through 
the use of concrete resources like 
fruit etc). 

‘The Minion ways to read’ and 
‘literacy quotes tree’ displays 
inspired Year 3 to think about 
why reading is the key to success.  
Ms Teeny Lucy read locally 
written short story A Cat Called 
Rebel, which captured the pupils’ 
imaginations, as they included 
sound effects.

Year 4 students had interviewed 
older members of the community 
about school and life ‘before 
days,’ as part of a homework task 
in preparation for International 
Literacy Day. Children enjoyed a 
presentation by Ms Flagg, who 
indulged them with aspects from 
the past. Children also enjoyed 
a carousel of activities, ending 
the day with story-read guests, 
firefighter Damien Stevens and 
PTA Vice-Chair Mrs Michelle 
Thomas-Lawrence. 

In years 5 and 6 children 
completed stories or poems about 
the olden days. These classes also 

had a very informative speech 
given by Ms Patsy Flagg, talking 
about schools back in the day. 
Year 6 looked at why literacy is 
important in maths, by looking at 
place value and problem solving 
(using words instead of numerals) 

“Without literacy you would 

not be able to express your 
feelings or know the language to 
communicate.”

During lunchtime, various 
departments came to support the 
school with activities to depict 
this important day. We had the 
Bank, Tourist Office, St Helena 

National Trust, Fire Department 
and Police. Pupils engaged in a 
variety of fun activities. 

‘The lunchtime activities made 
me understand why literacy is 
important in life,” said student 
Jacob Herne. “Sometimes you 
need to fill in forms such as from 
the Police, Tourist Office, the 
Bank... And they need to write 
down a lot of things.” 

Headteacher Mrs Pat Williams 
extended congratulations and 
thanks to staff, guest speakers, 
parents and department 
personnel.

“It was such a lovely, fun-
filled day with a great buzz of 
excitement around the school 
– all enjoying the activities that 
were planned for our pupils 
whilst having a wealth of learning 
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This week in St Helena’s history
Sept. 16, 1958 (62 years ago): 

The last Boer PoW dies after 58 years here and is buried in 
the churchyard of St Paul’s Cathedral.

Sept. 14, 1966 (54 years ago):
The island’s last flax mill closes down, ending a half-

century of production.

Sept. 15, 2015 (five years ago): 
St Helena sees its first aircraft landing at St Helena 

Airport, for a ‘calibration flight’.

Florida city to lift ban on 
‘saggy pants’ 13 years 

after it was put in place

Happy Hour
Tired of bad news? Here’s your 

happy place

A ban on “saggy pants” that reveal a person’s 
underwear is set to be lifted in a South Florida 

city - 13 years after it was put in place.
The city commission in Opa-locka, northeast 
of Miami, has voted 4 to 1 to repeal both the 

original 2007 legislation and a 2013 ordinance 
that said men and women could receive civil 

citations if they breached the ban.
Signs are in place around the city to warn 

people not to get caught with their pants down.
Wednesday’s vote was a first reading of the 
repeal, meaning it will need to be approved 
again at a subsequent commission meeting 

before it’s official, the Miami Herald reported.
However, the item was co-sponsored by four 

of the five commissioners.
Vice Mayor Chris Davis, who sponsored the 
repeal, told the Miami Herald: “I was never in 

support of it, even as a resident.”

St Paul’s Primary School, Contributed

Celebrating International Literacy Day
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Jonathan’s DNA being researched 
for cancer-curing properties

Emma Weaver, SAMS

genes for longevity, immune 
response and cancer resistance 
that other vertebrate animals 
do not possess,” according to 
Smithsonian Magazine.

The research showed tortoises 
had a greater frequency of genes 
linked to longevity (compared 
to those genes in humans); had 
duplications of genes linked to 
the immune system (duplications 
humans don’t have); and 
possessed tumour-suppressing, 
DNA repair and stress-prevention 
genes.

Joe said researchers have been 
interested specifically in Jonathan 
in the past as well, but did not 
receive good enough swabs to 
conduct studies.

“They did this before a few 
years ago, but unfortunately I 
don’t think the swabs were very 
successful and all they got was 
vegetable DNA (the swabs can’t 
be done during the day when he’s 
grazing, because otherwise you 
just get vegetable DNA),” Joe said.

This time, the hope is that 
the swabs and research will be 
successful. The new study will 
look more in-depth at Jonathan’s 
cancer-related information.

How do we know Jonathan’s 
age?

Hibernating tortoises can be 

aged by counting the rings on 
each plate of the shell. 

Similarly to the rings of trees, each 
ring marks one year – a ring forms 
each time the tortoise hibernates, 
which happens annually.

“But [Jonathan is] non-
hibernating,” Joe said. “Also, 
Jonathan is so old he has no rings 
left, they’ve worn off.” 

So how do we know, then, that 
Jonathan is 188?

“What we rely on is the 
documentation,” Joe said. 
“Basically, a Governor of 1890-
odd wrote a letter saying that 
Jonathan was landed in 1882 fully 

grown; and fully grown is about 
50 years of age. 

“And we have some other nice 
documentation in the form 
of a photograph, which has 
been confirmed of being about 
1883/1884 – so just after he was 
landed. It’s a picture of [Jonathan], 
and it has his dimensions on the 
back, which is fantastic.”

Joe said that the measurements 
of a giant tortoise, once fully 
grown, won’t really change with 
age (unlike humans).

“[His measurements] are about 
the same today,” Joe said. “So 
good confirmation.”

How’s Jonathan doing?
“He’s doing fabulously,” Joe 

said. “Since we’ve been feeding 
him once a week with a bit of 
nutritious food to get him the 
vitamins, minerals and trace 
elements, his beak – they call [it] a 
beak in a tortoise – has sharpened 
up dramatically so he can now cut 
grass. It was blunt when I came, 
crumbly... and he’s put on weight, 
and he’s more lively as well.”

How old might Jonathan get?
“It’s almost like [giant tortoises] 

are immortal, really,” Joe said. 
“Goodness knows, if we keep 
Jonathan here and keep on feeding 
him, how long he’ll live. 

“But something might happen – 
the winters are dangerous, it’s the 
wrong temperature really. Where 
he comes from, its hot all year 
round. So that’s his risk period.”

How do you gather DNA 
samples from a giant tortoise?

“With difficulty,” St Helena’s 
veterinarian Joe Hollins told The 
Sentinel. “[His jaw is] mighty 
powerful – I’ve lost two nails so 
far. 

“With a gloved hand, I wedge my 
fingers in his mouth, and with my 
other hand I have two swabs, and 
quickly rub his tongue just to pick 
up saliva.”

Joe has performed this labour of 
love 10 times over the past weeks, 
in order to gather DNA samples 
from Jonathan.

Jonathan, at 188 years old, is the 
oldest known living land animal 
in the world. 

And because of his extremely 
notable age, Jonathan has caught 
the eye of researchers at Vanderbilt 
Medical Centre in America.

The researchers believe that 
Jonathan’s ancient genetic 
information may prove vital 
in finding a cure for cancer in 
humans.

So the Vanderbilt Medical Centre 
researchers reached out to Joe to 
gather swabs from Jonathan – 
the 10 DNA samples Joe gathered 
were scheduled to be flown off to 
America on this week’s charter 
flight.

This week, The Sentinel chatted 
with Joe about the new research 
and about Jonathan in general.

cells don’t mutate in the same 
way as humans’, he neither ages 
nor has cancer risks at anywhere 
near the same levels we do.

“The research suggests that 
giant tortoises just tend to 
wear out,” Joe said. “It’s quite 
interesting really. So [Vanderbilt 
Medical Centre] is looking into 
the DNA. Really it’s not to look 
for the causes of aging – far more 
importantly, its cancer research. 

“Why don’t [tortoise cells] 
mutate? Why don’t they get 
cancers and we do? What is the 
key?”

In hopes of answering these 
questions, the researchers will be 
sequencing Jonathan’s genome. 
They’ll also be studying his 
mitochondrial DNA (the “mini 
genetic material” within the cells 
that convert chemical energy from 
food into useable energy).

Similar research
This new research will build off a 

similar study of tortoises that was 
published in 2018.

For that research it was another 
famous giant tortoise, Lonesome 
George, whose DNA was sequenced 
and studied.

Lonesome George was 100 years 
old when he passed away in the 
Galapagos Islands in 2012. He 
was the last known tortoise of his 
subspecies.

But six years after he passed, 
research into his DNA showed that 
giant tortoises “have specialized 

“The nice thing is – very nicely 
really – the Americans want to 
do the research,” Joe said. “It’s 
research that would cost us 
thousands, but they’re doing it for 
free, and all the data will be put 
on an international database. So 
Jonathan’s DNA would be a source 
of research for the future for other 
scientists, and that’s great.”

Why might Jonathan’s DNA help 
fight human cancers?

Jonathan’s cells don’t seem to 
mutate in the same way humans’ 
do.

This is critical because in 
humans, it is cell mutations that 
can cause cancers.

“Our cells mutate every day,” Joe 
said. “They’re damaged by things 
like radiation, things we do – 
people smoke... But we’ve got an 
immune system that is constantly 
monitoring for mutated cells and 
destroying them. A few mutated 
cells every day, but they’re 
destroyed. But when that gets 
out of hand, of course, we get a 
cancer.”

Humans also age – we change 
shape and size, and we become 
increasingly at risk of the cell 
mutations that cause cancers.

“Us mammals, we age,” Joe 
said. “You know, you can see how 
people change shape and age.”

But it seems that as Jonathan’s 

“I love animals, but Jonathan to me is a very gentle giant. And when you think that 
he was hatched 50 years before 1882 – so 1832, the Georgian Era... My goodness, 

the changes in the world... the world wars, the rise and fall of the British Empire, the 
many governors, kings and queens that have passed... It’s quite extraordinary. 

     “And you know what? He doesn’t care a damn. He’s just been here,     
   enjoying himself at the paddock at Plantation, getting special    

   care... He’s fabulous actually, he’s a great animal.
  “And as a vet, what greater privilege is there than for me to be    
  looking after the oldest known living land animal in the world? 
  I mean how often does that happen? And that’s what makes St 

Helena so unique. I get quite emotional about it really.”

Research into the secret of Jonathan’s longevity is about to take place – 
but what does Joe think Jonathan’s secret is?

“I think the secret is just being completely chilled and relaxed, and not 
caring about what’s happening in the world,” Joe said. “I’m not sure about 

eating grass, I’d get fed up with that.” 
Photos by Holly Wotton
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7-10am: Sunrise with Andrew Turner 

1-4pm: Luke Bennett

8-8:30pm: Comedy show (Just a Minute)

10:30am: Interview Hour repeat (St Helena National Trust’s 
Martina Peters about the Forest 2 Forest sponsored walk on 
Saturday, Sept. 26; and vet Joe Hollins about Jonathan and cancer 
research)

5:30-7pm: Modern Country Chart with Donna Crowie 

8-11am: Sunrise with Donna Crowie

12:30-2:30pm: 1548 with Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell

4-7pm: Afternoon Drive with Luke Bennett

8-8:30pm: Comedy show (Just a Minute)

7-10am: Sunrise with Luke Bennett
 
12:30-2:30pm: 1548 with Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell

5-7pm: UK Chart Show with Donna Crowie

SAMS Radio 1

Reach us on 22727 or at news@sams.sh

Local news and notices: 

7am, 10am, noon, 2pm, 5pm, 7pm, 10pm

Bringing you the

BBC 
World 

Service
100.7 (Briars) 

88.1 (High Knoll) 
102.7 (Blue Hill)
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8 1-4pm: Luke Bennett

5:30-7pm: Afternoon Drive with Andrew Turner

8-8:30pm: Comedy (I’m Sorry, I’ll Read That Again)
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8am-1pm: Saturday Show with Andrew Turner

3-5pm: Modern Country Chart with Donna Crowie (repeat)

6-8pm: Eclectic Editions with Paul Gasteen (repeat)

8-9:30pm: Comedy repeats (Sorry I’ll Read That Again)

8am-1pm: Sunday Show with Andrew Turner

1pm: Interview Hour (St Helena National Trust’s Martina Peters 
about the Forest 2 Forest sponsored walk on Saturday, Sept. 26; 
and vet Joe Hollins about Jonathan and cancer research)

3-5pm: UK Chart Show with Donna Crowie (repeat)

7pm: Seventh Day church service

102.7 (Jamestown) • 90.5 (High Knoll) • 105.1 (Sunberry) • 105.3 (Blue Hill)
Streaming live via www.sams.sh/radio.html

Saturday Sept. 19
 10:15 hrs                            

 Sabbath School Programme
  11:00 hrs                           

Divine Service 
13:00 hrs                          

Pathfinders

Every Wednesday
1930 – 2030 Prayer Meeting

All are Welcome
For further information contact:
Pastor Paul Millin Tel No 22267

BAPTIST CHURCH

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org

               
“O Son of Utterance!

      Thou art my stronghold; enter there-
      in that thou mayest abide in safety.  
      My love is in thee, know it, that thou

      mayest find Me near unto thee.”
  Baha’i Scripture
  

DEVOTIONAL MEETING       
BAHA’I CENTRE

Gumwoods
THURSDAY EVENINGS

     8pm.
ALL ARE WELCOME

Telephone 24342

Outreach Service 
Sunday  20th September 

       Sandy Bay Community Centre        
3.00 pm

No services will be held in the Sandy 
Bay, Head O’Wain and Jamestown 

Chapels.

Bible Studies
Tuesday  22nd September          
Jamestown Schoolroom                     

7.00 pm
Thursday  24th September                 

Sandy Bay Chapel                                   
5.30pm

 Friday  25th September        
Blue Hill (Vince & Vilma’s)            

5.30 pm

Adventure Kids:
Every Saturday        

Baptist School Room        
3.00 pm

ALL ARE WELCOME

For further information contact:
Tel No 22388 or 24644  

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA

The Cathedral Parish of St Paul

Sunday 20th September – 25th Sunday of the Year
9.00am Sung Eucharist Cathedral

9.30am Eucharist St Peters

6.30pm Patronal Festival St 
Matthews

St Matthews

Thursday 24 September
9am No Eucharist Due to 

Provincial Standing 
Committee Conference

Arabia

The Parish of St James

Sunday 20th September – 25th Sunday of the Year
9.30am Sung Eucharist St James
6,30 p.m. Patronal Festival St Mathews

Thursday 24 September
7pm Reserved Sacrament with

Healing
St John

The Parish of St Matthew

Sunday 20th September – 24th Sunday of the Year

6.30 p.m. Patronal Festival St Matthews

Tuesday 22 September

7pm Reserved Sacrament St Mark

.
Special Notice 20th Sunday 2020

12 Noon Service to commemorate the 150th anniversary 
of the inauguration of the Anglican Church of 
Southern Africa. Join via the Provincial 
Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/anglicanmediasa/

The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Revd 
Justin Welby, will preach.

ACTIVITIES FOR THIS COMING 
WEEKEND ARE AS FOLLOWS:

FRIDAY 18TH SEPTEMBER 2020
‘QUALITY SECONDS’ SHOP OPEN FROM 

10AM TO 1PM

SUNDAY 20TH SEPTEMBER 2020
FAMILY SERVICE AT THE HALF TREE 
HOLLOW HALL AT 11AM.     ALL ARE 

VERY WARMLY WELCOME.  

EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER 
MEETING AND BIBLE STUDY AT THE 

HALF TREE HOLLOW HALL AT 7.30PM.  
ALL ARE WELCOME.

THERE IS ALWAYS A WARM WELCOME 
FOR YOU AT THE SALVATION ARMY.

If you would like to know more about 
The Salvation Army’s activities, contact 
Majors Nhlanhla and Priscilla Ziqubu on 

telephone Nos  22543/22703.

Prayer Meeting on Saturday 19th 
September at 8am at the home of 

Anthony and Elain Hopkins at Sapper 
Way.

Praise and Worship on Sunday 20th 
September at 11am at No 3 Unit 

Longwood Enterprise Park.

Kidz Zone at 11:30am (Sunday school).

Cell Meetings:
On Tuesday 22th September at Sandy 

Bay Community Centre at 6pm.

On Wednesday 23rd September at Unit 
3 Longwood enterprise Park at 7:30pm 
and also at the home of Anthony and 

Elaine Hopkins at Sapperway at 7:30pm.

The Christian bookshop and DVD rental 
will be open on Tuesday, Wednesday, 

Thursday (9am-12 noon) and Saturday 
from 10am to 12 noon.

For further information phone 62552 or 
23249.

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA

The Cathedral Parish of St Paul

Sunday 20th September – 25th Sunday of the Year
9.00am Sung Eucharist Cathedral

9.30am Eucharist St Peters

6.30pm Patronal Festival St 
Matthews

St Matthews

Thursday 24 September
9am No Eucharist Due to 

Provincial Standing 
Committee Conference

Arabia

The Parish of St James

Sunday 20th September – 25th Sunday of the Year
9.30am Sung Eucharist St James
6,30 p.m. Patronal Festival St Mathews

Thursday 24 September
7pm Reserved Sacrament with

Healing
St John

The Parish of St Matthew

Sunday 20th September – 24th Sunday of the Year

6.30 p.m. Patronal Festival St Matthews

Tuesday 22 September

7pm Reserved Sacrament St Mark

.
Special Notice 20th Sunday 2020

12 Noon Service to commemorate the 150th anniversary 
of the inauguration of the Anglican Church of 
Southern Africa. Join via the Provincial 
Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/anglicanmediasa/

The Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most Revd 
Justin Welby, will preach.
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Join SAMS Radio 1 presenter 
Andrew Turner from 8am-1pm 
this Sunday for five hours of your 

favourite tracks from the 1970s 
and 1980s. 

Andrew will play a great mix of 
tunes that we all know and love 
from the 70s and 80s - everything 
from Simple Minds to Bananarama. 
There’s no better way to relax this 
Sunday. 

During the show you’ll also get to 
catch up on the latest news and 

notices.
And don’t forget to tune into Andrew’s show 

at the same time Saturday, too - that day, 
Andrew will play a mix of modern rock. 

Featured
this 

week
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GOVERNANCE COMMISSION PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

The Governance Commission has commenced their programme of public 
engagement on the two alternate systems of governance for St Helena (either a 
revised Committee system or a Ministerial form of government), that Professor 
Sarkin recommended as alternatives to the current committee system.

Members of the public wishing to provide comments or take part in discussions 
around the two alternate systems can do so by emailing: 
governance.reform.feedback@gmail.com or attending any of the below remaining 
public meetings. All meetings will start at 7pm. 

Tuesday, 15 September Guinea Grass Community Centre
Thursday, 17 September Kingshurst Community Centre
Monday, 21 September Sandy Bay Community Centre
Wednesday, 23 September Blue Hill Community Centre
Thursday, 24 September Half Tree Hollow Community Centre
Monday, 28 September Silver Hill Bar, Levelwood

An information session for the Youth Parliament and young people on St Helena will 
take place at Plantation House from 6-8pm on Tuesday, 22 September 2020. 
Young people aged between 16 and 25 years interested in taking part in the session, 
should register their interest with Linda Glanville in the Governor’s Office via email: 
linda.glanville@sainthelena.gov.sh or tel: 22555 by 12noon on Monday, 21 
September 2020. 

Commission members are also happy to accommodate any questions or comments 
directly. Members are:

• Belinda Piek
• Christine Thomas
• Cyril Gunnell
• Martin Henry
• Vince Thompson 

All feedback received is being collated and will be reported back to Legislative 
Council. Feedback will help Council to set direction for a formal poll on the current 
system vs an alternative system.

Hard copies of the Governance Commission report have been placed in each of the 
Community Centres and the Public Library in Jamestown. The report and summary 
presentation, as well as Professor Sarkin’s reports, are also available on the Public 
Information, Reports, and Policies page of the SHG website: 
https://www.sainthelena.gov.sh/government/public-information/
Governor’s Office, St Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha
15 September 2020

Airport Mechanic Apprentice  
 

 
MECHANIC APPRENTICE VACANCY WITHIN ST HELENA AIRPORT LIMITED 

The primary role of the Apprentice is to perform minor to major mechanical repairs and services, to 
ensure proper performance and safety of Airport vehicles, Fire Vehicles, Generators and Ground 
Service Equipment.  To achieve this, the apprentice will carry out scheduled routine maintenance, 
following established procedures whilst working in a high-risk environment. 

 
Education / Qualifications: 

The successful apprentice must be computer literate, hold as a minimum, an Automotive 
Qualification VRQ Level 1 or working towards, or similar with English GCSE Grade C or above.  

Responsibilities and Duties: 

Reporting to the Airport Mechanic, the Apprentice will undergo supervised on-the-job training to 
perform Mechanical Maintenance and Repairs. 

The apprentice must be flexible with their working routine as normal hours of work are from 08:00 to 
16:00 Tuesday to Saturday and will include working on Sundays and out of hours to support 
scheduled and ad-hoc aircraft operations. The apprentice must be physically fit, able to lift items 
weighing up to 20kgs, work in standing positions for long periods of time, work both internally and 
externally, sometimes in inclement weather.  The successful candidate must be able to work in 
compliance with international regulations and adhere to the Airport Safety, Environmental and Health 
and Safety polices. 

The apprentice must be willing to obtain or be in possession of a clear driver’s licence, attend all 
required training, be of a professional manner and able to provide the following: 

 A full medical assessment 
  A 5 year verifiable employment/education history check and be able to show proof for periods 

of unemployment 
 Pass a Narcotic and Alcohol test 
 Undergo a Criminal Background Check. 

In this instance, the opportunity is being offered on a 12-month basis with the apprentice’s ability 
being monitored and assessed through the company’s performance appraisal process. 

 

If you think you have the relevant qualifications and some skills to suit this role, or you would like 
more information or to receive the Apprentice job description and application form, please contact 
Elaine Hopkins at the St Helena Airport on Telephone number 25180 Ext 0 or email address 
recruitment@sthelenaairport.aero. For information on the apprenticeship programme contact Cedric 
Cooper, Airport Mechanic Tel 25180 Ext 141. 

The closing date for this position is Friday 25th September 2020.  
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Two Bedroom House to rent 
Spacious open plan, two double bedroom house to rent in Half Tree Hollow area.

Benefits from new solar power water heating, shower over bath, off road 
parking, fully furnished including white goods and TV.

Available: 1st October. For more information please contact Jolene.Williams@
outlook.com or Derek Thomas on Ext 23647

To mark World Tourism Day 2020, themed this  year as “Tourism and 
Rural Development” St Helena Tourism will be hosting a  

FARMERS MARKET 
In the Jamestown Market 

On Sunday, 27 September 2020 

from 3pm to 5pm  
 

Interested in having a stall?   

Anyone interested in selling locally produced products are welcomed to 
book a stall.  Stalls will be available free of charge inside and outside the 

market, on a first come first served basis. 
To book a table or for more information please contact Juliet 

Williams, Events Manager on juliet.williams@tourism.co.sh or tel 
22158. 

Head Office | ESH Business Park | Ladder Hill | Tel: +290 22920 |Email: info@esh.co.sh 
Visit us online | Business and Investment: www.investinsthelena.com | Tourism: www.sthelenatourism.com 

GOVERNANCE COMMISSION PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT COMMENCES
The Governance Commission has commenced their programme of public engagement on the two alternate systems of 

governance for St Helena (either a revised Committee system or a Ministerial form of government), that Professor Sarkin 
recommended as alternatives to the current committee system.  

Members of the public wishing to provide comments or take part in discussions around the two alternate systems can do 
so by emailing: governance.reform.feedback@gmail.com or attending any of the below public meetings. 

All meetings will start at 7pm. 

Commission members are also happy to accommodate any questions or comments outside of these meetings. Members 
are:
•         Belinda Piek
•         Christine Thomas
•         Cyril Gunnell
•         Martin Henry
•         Vince Thompson 

All feedback received is being collated and will be reported back to Legislative Council. Feedback will help Council to set 
direction for a formal poll on the current system vs an alternative system.

Hard copies of the Governance Commission report have been placed in each of the Community Centres and the Public 
Library in Jamestown. The report and summary presentation, as well as Professor Sarkin’s reports, are also available 
on the Public Information, Reports, and Policies page of the SHG website: https://www.sainthelena.gov.sh/government/
public-information/ 

Also look out for radio discussions, media articles and a planned Youth Parliament debate. 
Governor’s Office, St Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha
9 September 2020

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an Application has been received in respect of the 
following proposals:

1. Application 2020/70: FULL Planning Application for Proposed Construction of a 
Joinery and Siting of a 20ft Container for storage purposes, below the Rock, Club, 
near the Rifle Range, on parcel HTH1363. Applicant: Mark Anthony.
2. Application 2020/71: FULL Planning Application for Proposed Extensions to 

Existing House to form Two Bedrooms and a Bathroom, lower Sapper Way on Parcel 
SCOT0027. Applicant: Sara Thomas.

Copies of the Applications and Plans may be inspected by prior appointment with 
the Planning Section, Essex House, Main Street, Jamestown, Monday to Friday, 
from 8.30am to 4pm. Appointments can be made with the Secretary on Telephone 
22270 or email Karen.Isaac@sainthelena.gov.sh stating the Application Reference 
Number they wish to inspect.
Any person who wishes to make Representations on the above Application should 

make them in writing within 14 days to the Planning Office, Essex House, Main 
Street, Jamestown or Email karen.isaac@sainthelena.gov.sh

Public Representation Closing Date:    4pm – 1st October 2020

Shane Williams
Planning Officer

APPLICATIONS FOR DEVELOPMENT PERMISSION
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VACANCY – ROADS OPERATIVE (FIXED TERM)
The Roads section has a vacancy for a Roads Operative until the 31st December 2020.
The Roads Operative will be responsible to work with a team to deliver the roads maintenance 

programmes, including assisting the masons. Preparing roads for surface work by clearing verges and 
removal of any weed growth on the road surface and building up of roads by hand packing stone, rubble 
and the applications of grit and tar.

The candidate will need to have the ability to carry out any operational duties, have basic written and 
verbal communication skills and be physically fit.

The salary for this post is at Grade B1 commencing at £6,722 per annum.
For further details regarding this post, interested persons should contact Mr Deon Robberttse on 

telephone number 23765 (e-mail roads.manager@helanta.co.sh)
Application forms and Job profiles for both posts are available from Essex House and should be submitted 

to the Human Resources Manager, ENRD, Essex House or e-mail karen.thomas@sainthelena.gov.sh by 
no later than Tuesday 22nd September 2020. Proposed interviews for successful candidates will take 
place on Friday 2nd October 2020.

All appointments are subject to the successful candidate providing satisfactory clearances, including a 
medical check and vetting/DBS clearance. SHG reserves the right to have information provided on the 
application form independently verified.

SHG positively accepts applications from all members of the community regardless of race, gender, 
disability, age, sexual orientation, religion or belief, and will consider all applications on the basis of 
merit, in accordance with the person specification. All disabled applicants meeting the minimum criteria 
listed in the job profile will be guaranteed an interview.

Derek Henry
Director of Infrastructure and Transport Directorate
8 September 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Governance Commission will be holding 
an information session with the St Helena Youth 
Parliament from 6-8pm at Plantation House on 
Tuesday, 22 September 2020. 
The Commission will be discussing the two 

alternate systems of governance for St Helena 
(either a revised Committee system or a 
Ministerial form of government), that Professor 
Sarkin recommended as alternatives to the 
current committee system.
The session is also open to all young people 

between the ages of 16 and 25 years and you 
are invited to come along to participate in the 
discussions and share your views with the 
Commission. 
If you are interested in taking part in the 

session, please register your interest with Linda 
Glanville in the Governor’s Office via email: 
linda.glanville@sainthelena.gov.sh  or tel: 22555 
by 12noon on Monday, 21 September 2020. 

Governor’s Office, St Helena, Ascension and 
Tristan da Cunha

14 September 2020

GOVERNANCE COMMISSION INFORMATION 
SESSION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

REGISTER YOUR INTEREST

The following is a Public Announcement 
from the Programme Management Unit 
(PMU):
The Highways Authority has given approval 

for the following road closures:
Side Path Road - from The Brow to Field 

Road junction - to be closed from 8am to 
5pm on Saturday, 19 September 2020.
Field Road - from Side Path Road junction 

to the Haul Road junction - to be closed from 
8am to 5pm on Sunday, 20 September 2020.
These closures are to allow the PMU to 

carry out road design testing in these areas 
in connection with the R2 Project.
During both closures, only emergency 

services will be granted access.
The public and businesses are thanked in 

advance for their understanding and patience.

SHG
14 September 2020

PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENT
ROAD CLOSURES

SIDE PATH AND FIELD ROAD 

The Saint Helena Government wishes to invite suitably 
experienced contractors to submit tenders for the 
Proposed St Paul’s Primary School Covered Area. 

Copies of the tender document can be obtained from 
Miss Shelley Thomas
Executive Assistant
Programme Management Unit
The Castle
Jamestown
Telephone No: 22470 or 
Email: shelley.thomas@sainthelena.gov.sh 
A site visit regarding the works will take place on 

Wednesday 23rd September 2020, at 10am, meeting at the 
main gate at St Paul’s Primary school.  Contractors should 
note that site visits requested after the 23rd September 
will not be entertained unless there is a relevant reason 
why the contractor could not attend the scheduled site 
visit.  

If you require any further details, please contact Graduate 
Civil Engineer, Mr Kyle Shoesmith, on telephone number 
25805 or email kyle.shoesmith@sainthelena.gov.sh

A hard copy of completed tenders should be submitted 
in the tender box located in the main Castle Foyer, 
Jamestown by 12noon on Wednesday 07th October 2020.   

Interested parties should note that this opportunity is 
not being advertised overseas.

SHG
14 September 2020

INVITATION TO TENDER
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Turn off the tap while 
brushing your teeth. Water 
comes out of the average 
faucet at 2.5 gallons per 
minute. Don’t let all that 
water go down the drain 
while you brush! Turn off 
the faucet after you wet 

your brush, and leave it off 
until it’s time to rinse. 
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INFORMAL EXPRESSION OF INTEREST – RUPERT’S DEVELOPMENT  

St Helena Government’s (SHG), Programme Management Unit (PMU) would like to hear 
from all local companies that would be interested in tendering for any of the following 
contracts as part of the Rupert’s Container Handling Facility Project under the Economic 
Development Investment Programme (EDIP).  All of these contracts will be tendered locally, 
and some will also be tendered internationally as well as locally.  The contract packages 
have not yet been finalised, but the following information should help to inform interested 
parties of the works planned on this Project from late 2020 until early 2022.  This is not an 
invitation for formal Expressions of Interest, but the feedback received will be very useful for 
PMU’s project planning purposes. 
 
1. Container Freight Station Building design and supply contract 

Design and supply of a two-storey steel portal framed structure including all internal 
steelwork, rollers shutters, doors, windows, insulated wall and roof cladding.  The 
building footprint is approx. 900m2. The detailed design brief and specifications will be 
provided by the Client as part of the tender documents.  For design purposes the climate 
classification will be severe marine, with environmental conditions equivalent to 
Aberdeen (without ice or snow loading).   

 
2. Port Control/Customs/Biosecurity Building design and supply contract 

Design and supply of a two-storey steel portal framed structure including all internal 
steelwork, rollers shutters, doors, windows, insulated wall and roof cladding.  The 
building footprint is approx. 250m2. The design brief and specifications will be provided 
by the Client as part of the tender documents.  For design purposes the climate 
classification will be severe marine, with environmental conditions equivalent to 
Aberdeen (without ice or snow loading).   

 
3. Container Storage Yard contract 

Construction of a high specification reinforced concrete slab approx. 1750m3, including 
all necessary earthworks, granular base course (approx. 2,600 m3) and retaining walls. 
The brief and specifications will be provided by the Client as part of the tender 
documents.  

 
4. Break-Bulk Cargo Yard contract 

Construction of a bituminous surfaced yard of approx. 2,100m2, including all necessary 
earthworks, granular base course (approx. 425 m3) and retaining walls. The brief and 
specifications will be provided by the Client as part of the tender documents.  

 
5. Container Freight Station Container Yard contract 

Construction of a high specification reinforced concrete slab approx. 350m3, including all 
necessary earthworks, granular base course (approx. 525 m3) and retaining walls. The 
brief and specifications will be provided by the Client as part of the tender documents.  

 
6. Container Freight Station Building erection contract 

Erection of the 900m2 building supplied under Item 1.  Internal fit-out of the building, 
provision and installation of a lift and all utility services. The brief and specifications will 
be provided by the Client as part of the tender documents.  

 
7. Port Control/Customs/Biosecurity Building erection contract 
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Lakers hold on for the win
The first game on Saturday saw Lakers 

beat Axis in a very close game. In the 
first half both teams had good chances 
to score, but found both keepers in good 
form. Lakers would finally find their way 
past Young Player of the Match Christo 
Crowie deep into the second half, with a 
good header from Jordan Yon. The Lakers 
had the chance to seal the game with a 
penalty, but Man of the Match Selwyn 
Stroud saw his spot kick crash off the 
post. In the last minute of the game, Rhys 
Francis cracked a shot from 30 yards out. 
It was headed for the top corner, but 
Anelka Leo in the Lakers goal pulled off a 
brilliant save to keep all three points for 
his team.

Lakers 1 v 0 Axis

Rovers lose two in a row
The second game was another close 

contest, between Harts and Rovers. The 
champions were looking to bounce back 
from their first loss of the season at the 
hands of the Wirebirds last week, while 
the Harts had suffered back-to-back 
defeats. The game began with both teams 
looking fresh. Twenty minutes in, Harts 
were awarded a penalty for a hand-ball. 
Sean-lee Thomas took the spot kick. 
Rovers keeper Keith Yon made a good 
save, but the ball landed back to Sean-

lee for a tap in. Rovers would get their 
equalizer 15 minutes before halftime, 
when captain Rico Benjamin out-jumped 
the Harts defence with a powerful header. 
Simon Scipio was on hand to clear the 
ball off the line in the last minute of 
the first half. The second half saw both 
teams going all out for the win, and with 
16 minutes left in the game it was Harts 
who went ahead once again. Sean-lee 
Thomas picked the ball up from his own 
half and out-ran the Rovers defence to 
score. Young Player of the Match went 
to Joey Thomas of the Harts, and Man of 
the Match went to Mikee Williams of the 
Harts.

Harts 2 v 1 Rovers             

SHFA football results
SHFA, Contributed

Saturday, Sept. 12
Predators 13 v 0 Blue Arrows

G/S Predators: Hugo Richards (2), Riley 
Yon (7), Levi Williams (1), Tyler Anthony 
(1), Lebron George (1), own goal

POM: Riley Yon, Lebron George, 
Darshan Patel, Finley McMonegal 

Sunday, Sept. 14
Predators 25 v 0 Super Strikers

G/S Predators: Riley Yon (12), Tyler 
Anthony (2), Hugo Richards (4), Levi 
Williams (4), Lebron George (2), own 
goal 

POM: Riley Yon, Nathan Thomas

Ranglers 3 v 2 Blue Arrows
G/S Ranglers: Dirk Peters (1), Laine 

George (1), own goal 
G/S Blue Arrows: Finely McMonegal (1), 

own goal 
POM: Aiden O’Dean, Finley McMonegal 

Gladiators 3 v 2 Fugees
G/S Gladiators: Taye Peters (1); Jacob 

Williams (1), Kenon Bargo (1)
G/S Fugees: Blake Peters (2)
POM: Kenon Bargo, Blake Peters

Galacticos 8 v 3 Allstars
G/S Galacticos: Tyrone Cansick (3), 

Jolan Henry (3), Aiden Plato (1), Callum 
Young (1)

G/S Allstars: Toure Osborne (1), Jet Lee 
Yon (1), Blaze Baldwin (1)

POM: Jolan Henry, Blaze Baldwin

Jr football results

Saturday, Sept. 19
Bellboys v Lakers1.00pm
(Ref - Harts)

Crystal Rangers v Rovers3.00pm
(Ref - Wirebirds)

Sunday, Sept. 20
Harts v Saints1.00pm
(Ref - Crystal Rnagers)
Axis v Wirebirds3.00pm

(Ref - Rovers)

Football fixtures

St Helena Golf Club report
SHGC, Contributed

Fourteen golfers turned up last Sunday 
to take part in the Greensome Strokeplay 
competition, where each player had to choose 
a partner. Three-eighths of the combined 
handicap was applied. 

Team Larry Legg and John 
Colclough, playing off 8 handicap, 
emerged winners with 6-strokes 
lead net 64; followed in second 
place by team Norman Thomas 
and Neil Joshua with net 70. 

In the two-ball pool Larry Legg 
and John Colclough shared the 
balls. Prizes were presented by the 
ladies’ captain Helena Stevens. 
Congratulations to the winners.

Next Sunday’s competition, 
which was initially scheduled 
as a Captain Vs Vice-Captain 
competition, is now changed to a 
medalford competition due to the 
unavailability of the vice-captain 
(who will be leaving the island 
on Friday for a holiday). Tee off 
12:00. Registration closes on 
Saturday, Sept. 19 at 15:00.  

Happy swinging...!

Saturday, Sept. 19 
Noon: Everton v West Brom
3pm: Leeds United v Fulham
5:30pm: Man U v Crystal Palace 
8pm: Arsenal v West Ham

Sunday, Sept. 20
Noon: Southampton v Spurs
2pm: Newcastle v Brighton
4:30pm: Chelsea v Liverpool
7pm: Leicester City v Burnley

Monday, Sept. 21 
6pm: Aston Villa v Sheffield 
8:15pm: Wolves v Man City

EPL 
fixtures


