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OPINION

SENTINEL
COMMENT
Emma Weaver, SAMS
National and international days/
months are constantly being
recognised in St Helena - but one that
hasn’t yet been recognised is Black
History Month, celebrated in the UK
during October.
Black History Month, like the Black
Lives Matter movement, began
in America but has since spread
elsewhere. It is a month to celebrate
the aspects of history that we’re taught
less about in school. It is a month to
recognise that inequality exists. This
year, it is a month to think about the
protests that have been sweeping
the globe; the lives recently lost;
the diversity of heroes that over the
centuries have gone unrecognised
simply because of the perspective from
which history is written.
It is a time to wonder why, when
talking about the reason Zulu Chiefs
ended up in St Helena, some name the
“Poll Tax Uprising” and others call it
the “Bambatha Rebellion.”
It is a time to remember our links not
only to people who came here from
Britain, but to an amazing diversity of
peoples - including those who now lie
in the Pipe Store or in Rupert’s Valley
- that have made a melting pot and
unique culture of this remote island.
Barbara George, who was this
week honoured with a BEM (page 3),
has been researching and bringing
attention to the island’s slave history
for years. This month is a time to
join her in ensuring that even when
plans like the ‘transatlantic slave
memorialisation plan’ get approved
(page 6), we as a community push for
those recommendations to actually
happen.

Home
quarantine for
UK arrivals?
S

Donna Crowie, SAMS

HG this week told The Sentinel
that the Incident Executive Group
(IEG) - which is now actually ExCo
- is currently assessing whether to
change quarantine requirements
for the November charter flight.
“No decision has been taken by
the IEG yet on extending home
quarantine [to UK arrivals] for the
November flight, but the option is
being reviewed,” SHG said.

Thursday 15 October 2020 | THE SENTINEL

THE SENTINEL | Thursday 15 October 2020

ST HELENA NEWS

September 2020 register

No positive Covid-19 tests
from the MV Helena
Negative
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Emma Weaver, SAMS

Covid-19 test results
have been received from all persons
onboard the MV Helena, SHG’s
Health Directorate announced
Tuesday evening.
The Health Directorate therefore
cleared the vessel and normal cargo
operations resumed from Tuesday,
Oct. 13.
Covid-19 testing was carried out
after the MV Helena on Sunday
reached St Helena. Testing happened

because, during the journey to the
island, a person onboard had begun
presenting flu-like symptoms.
The person was isolated onboard
in line with Covid-19 protocols,
and planned cargo operations
were postponed until Covid-19 test
results were received for all persons
onboard the vessel.
Only medical personnel were
allowed to embark and disembark,
as they carried out testing.

Puma Energy is new interim
fuel contractor
Andrew Turner, SAMS

Puma Energy (Aviation) SA from

Oct. 1 has been the island’s Interim
Fuel Management Contractor, SHG
announced Oct. 8.
Puma Energy is on a two-year
contract and has taken over from
outgoing contractor Penspen Ltd.
Puma is now responsible for
all aviation fuel management in
St Helena, including buying and
storing fuel and the refuelling
operations at St Helena Airport.
Responsibility for ground fuels
(diesel and petrol), and for the
current Bulk Fuel Installation
(BFI), will remain with Solomon’s
until the construction of “new fuel
infrastructure.”
SHG said a new management
arrangement for all fuels would
be introduced once “the new
infrastructure is completed.”
Responsibility for the design,
construction and commissioning
of the new infrastructure lies with
SHG’s Airport Directorate.
The background
“New fuel infrastructure” is far
from a new concept – years ago this
was supposed to take the form of a
new BFI. Basil Read began work on
the new BFI, with works meant to
be finished in 2016.
Penspen in 2015 was awarded a
contract to provide ‘temporary’
aviation fuel services until that new

BFI was completed (at which point
Penspen would take over ground
fuels e.g. petrol/diesel and become
the island’s sole fuel supplier).
But the new BFI - which as of
August 2018 had cost SHG £78.4m
- has not been, and might never be,
commissioned.
Penspen
continued
working
under the temporary arrangements
through September this year –
after SHG in August confirmed the
contract had been terminated.
“We went backwards and forwards
for a number of months on this and
eventually decided that we had not
reached a meeting of the minds,”
said Janet Lawrence, who at the
time was the Airport Director (she
is still the ‘substantive Airport
Director,’ but is currently seconded
as the Interim Health Director
– with Paul Cherrett now Acting
Airport Director).
Months prior to the contract’s
termination,
DfID
had
commissioned a review of how St
Helena would store and manage
fuel. SHG received the review
recommendations,
done
by
the company Arup, earlier this
year but has not said what the
recommendations are. According
to the Financial Secretary, options
like ship-to-shore facilities (the
current method) and “tanktainers”
(shipping containers filled with
fuel).
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Deaths
Marriages

Births
Name: Maita Sharne Nayoto
Born: 01/09/2020
Name: Landyn-James Bryan ConnorMarc Isaac
Born: 17/09/2020

Names: Carl Eugene Buckley & Kamella
Joanne Yon
Married: 26/09/2020
Place of Marriage:
St Matthews Church, Longwood

Name: Cyril Alexander Benjamin
Died: 10/09/2020
Age: 78
Name: Keith George Bowers
Died: 21/09/2020
Age: 65
Name: Bert Alexander Stevens
Died: 21/09/2020
Age: 77
Name: Lionel George Peters
Died: 30/09/2020
Age: 70

Barbara B. George awarded 2020 Queen’s
Birthday Honours BEM
Emma Weaver, SAMS

B

arbara Brown George of
Willowbough, Gordon’s Post has
been awarded a British Empire
Medal (BEM) for the 2020 Queen’s
Birthday Honours.
“Barbara was nominated for her
services to the cultural heritage
of St Helena in recognition of
her devotion to educating the
people of St Helena on the rich
and diverse history of the Island,”
the Governor’s Office announced
Friday.
Barbara thanked the Cheltenham
Link for Education history lecturer
Trevor Hearl for sparking her
interest in island history. She also
thanked the late Cecil Maggott and
his assistant Maureen Stevens,
and more recently Karen Henry
and Tracy Buckley, for their help
with her hours of research in the

“invaluable” local archives.
“I was very surprised to be told of
this award, and am indeed honoured
to receive such recognition for my
work in making local history readily
available,” Barbara said.
A press release on Friday gave the
following overview of Barbara’s
achievements:
“Barbara has spent many years of
her life teaching formal education
and later conducting research
into St Helena’s rich history. She
initially taught Science and Maths
in Secondary Schools through the
Voluntary Service Organisation
(VSO) 1964-65 and later became
involved in the upgrading of the
Education system and the setting
up of Prince Andrew School in 1988.
“During her career, Barbara took
on other roles which included
working in a voluntary capacity for
the St Helena Heritage Society from
1982 and later becoming the first
Director of the St Helena National
Trust in 2002. Alongside of these
roles and on a personal level,
Barbara invested countless hours
actively researching and preparing
books on local history in a readable
format for both children and adults.
Her books and booklets cover a
wide range of topics, which include,
iconic landmarks such as Jacob’s
Ladder, the Chinese Indentured

Labourers on St Helena, Whaling,
and the Boer prisoners.
“Barbara also did a regular weekly
radio programme on local history
along with contributing articles for
the local Herald newspaper. Her
research supported the excavation
of a section of Liberated African
graveyard in Rupert’s Valley in
preparation for the Air Access
(Haul) Road from Rupert’s.
Her input was acknowledged
in the Report by the team of
archaeologists which undertook
the work through the department
of Archaeology and Anthropology,
University of Bristol, stating that:
“Both during the excavation and
subsequently, Barbara George has
tirelessly answered questions about
St Helenian history, following up
lines of enquiry which could not be
answered by UK-based sources.”
“Barbara is still continuing her
research today and she is currently
working on a booklet about Dinizulu
and the 1907-10 Poll Tax Zulu
Chiefs. Her books are available at
the St Helena Museum and the Arts
and Crafts at the Canister.”
South Atlantic Media Services, Ltd.,
The Media Centre, Castle Gardens,
Jamestown, St Helena, South Atlantic
Ocean, STHL 1ZZ. Tel: 22727
E: news@sams.sh, W: www.sams.sh
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Low inflation rate this quarter
T

Emma Weaver, SAMS

he annual price inflation rate
this quarter – the third quarter of
2020 – is at just 1%, according to
new data from the SHG Statistics
Office.
This is compared to last quarter,
when the annual inflation rate
stood at 1.8%.
The low inflation rate is a
positive for the island, as the last
time that inflation rate decreased
was in quarter 1 of 2016.
“The major cause of the drop is
the fall, over the last 12 months
or so, in the value of the South
African Rand compared to the
St Helena Pound,” the Statistics
Office said. “Many of the goods
available in retail outlets in St
Helena – especially perishable
food items – are imported from
South Africa, and so the exchange
rate has a significant effect on
prices.”

C

Some prices though have of
course still risen, despite the
overall decrease in the annual
inflation rate.
The largest annual increases
this quarter were in the Alcohol
& Tobacco category (with a 7.4%
increase in prices, mainly affected
by increased customs duties) and
in the Housing category (with

a 4.8% price increase mostly
affected by increased water
tariffs).
Average prices of Household
Energy, Food and Miscellaneous
Goods and Services however
decreased. Food prices fell 0.8% meaning some South African food
items are now cheaper than they
were one year ago.

LDCA recommendation for Rockfall
Memorial Fountain rejected
Emma Weaver, SAMS

SHG on Monday, Oct. 12 released

its press release for the Sept. 17
meeting of the Environment &
Natural Resources Committee and
Highways Authority.
The committee one month ago
had discussed the upcoming end
of the Land Ecology & Mitigation

Nothing exclusive about it: Covid-19
business spend was published by SHG
Just 7 of 88 businesses got more than 1/3 of total support

Programme – LEMP – and its
progress to date, according to the
press release.
LEMP, which began in 2015, will
end in five months’ time (in March
2021).
LEMP resulted in 350,000 seeds
and 100,000 plants being planted on
approximately 25 hectares of land.
The team also engaged in initiatives
such as school enrichment, plant
giveaways and collaboration with
SHG’s Environmental Management
Division, according to SHG.
The committee had also discussed
the rockfall memorial fountain that
has for years been in the pipelines
for re-introduction in Jamestown –
where it once stood before having
disappeared decades ago.
The Land Development Control
Authority (LDCA) had rejected the
proposed siting of the fountain in
front of the Canister for reasons

including ‘visual obstruction from
vehicles parked in front of the
Memorial,’ as well as ‘restricted
pedestrian movement.’
Committee members last month
however dismissed the LDCA’s
concerns and advice; saying they
didn’t feel the objections were fully
justified.
The committee agreed for an
application for a temporary siting,
with the aim of gauging practicality
and public reaction to the fountain.
The Sentinel this week asked SHG
for an update on the fountain’s
erection.
“The erection of the fountain will
require planning permission,” the
SHG Press Office said. “The Land
Development Control Authority
meets once per month and the
erection of the fountain depends on
their decision.”

Emma Weaver, SAMS

ontrary to media claims of
“exclusive paid submission,”
it was SHG that late last week
released freely into the public
domain a financial breakdown of
Covid-19 support.
“A list of all businesses who
have received financial support
up until 28 September 2020
under the different schemes has
today been published,” SHG said
last Thursday, Oct. 8.
The document remains available
on the SHG website, via the link
referenced in last Thursday’s
SHG press release (pages 18-19).
The document lists 88 local
businesses that, between midMarch
and
end-September,
received
government/ESH
support under the Covid-19
support packages.
The document also lists the
amount each business received.
Together the 88 businesses
received £338,281.89.
Seven businesses received over
1/3 of total – more than £10K
each
Seven of the 88 listed businesses
received £10K or more in
Covid-19 support. Together, these
businesses received £119,012.59
– more than 1/3 (about 35%) of
the entire spend.
“Financial support provided
by St Helena Government (SHG)
and Enterprise St Helena this
year, to reduce the burden on
local businesses affected by the
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic,
included,” SHG said:
• A one-time payment of £325
to any business with an employee
who is forced to self-isolate after
having returned from overseas
on a flight on 14 March 2020 or
thereafter;
• A monthly hardship support
payment towards a portion of
staff costs for businesses in the
tourism and hospitality sectors;

• Extended Sick leave Support;
• Enforced Business Closure
Support;
• Adjustment Scheme from ESH;
• Sector Support Scheme from
ESH.
The Sentinel found that the seven
most supported businesses, in
order of greatest to least and with
reasons for support, were:
- £23,245: Bargo’s Enterprise
Limited (for “ESH Essential Cost
Assistance Support; Enforced
Self-Isolation
Support;
and
Hardship Support”);
£20,900:
Consulate
Investments (ESH Essential Cost
Assistance Support; Hardship
Support);
- £17,346.88: Island Images
(ESH Sector Support Scheme;
ESH Adjustment Scheme; ESH
Essential Cost Assistance Support;
Enforced Self-Isolation Support;
Hardship Support);
- £16,375: V2 Paradise (ESH
Sector Support Scheme; ESH
Adjustment
Scheme;
ESH
Essential Cost Assistance Support;
Enforced Self-Isolation Support;

Bars & food
services:
£61,839.49

Tour operators:
£27,545.88 (12.6%)

(3.8%)

The other 81 businesses
Of the other 81 businesses that
recieved
Covid-19
financial
support, 17 of them each received
between £5-10K – together
less than 1/3 of the total. The
remaining 64 businesses each
recieved less than £5K (together,
payment to these 64 businesses
totalled just above 1/3 of the total
Covid-19 support).
A breakdown of the funding
received by each sector within
these 81 businesses (which
together recieved £219,289.30)
is provided within the graphic
below:

Accommodation:
£35,546.15 (16.2%)

(28.2%)

Cleaners:
£8,375

Hardship Support);
- £15,925 ; St Helena Napoleonic
Heritage Ltd (Hardship Support);
- £13,600 ; Blue Lantern Ltd
(ESH Sector Support Scheme;
ESH Essential Cost Assistance
Support; Hardship Support);
- £11,620.71 ; Sanrays (ESH
Sector Support Scheme; ESH
Adjustment
Scheme;
ESH
Essential Cost Assistance Support;
Hardship Support).

Craft/
souvenirs:
£16,577.34

(7.6%)

Creches:
£8,135

(3.7%)

Taxi and
hire drive:
£28,157.12

(12.8%)

Agriculture:
£10,994.08

(5%)

General stores/shops:
£5,571.10 (2.5%)

Lower amounts went to construction (£2,670 - 1.2%); the swimming pool operators (£2,500 - 1.1%); the
Bank (£1,950 - 0.9%); salons (£975 - 0.4%); the Heritage Society (£325 - 0.1%); and three businesses,
getting £8,128.14 (3.7%) total, were uncategorised.
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Three sentencings in
Magistrates’ Court
Andrew Turner, SAMS

Three cases were sentenced in

the St Helena Magistrates’ Court
Thursday, Oct. 8.
In the first case Mr Craig Thomas
was sentenced to a £200 fine,
£15 court costs and an 18-month
driving
disqualification
for
charges of Driving Without Due
Care & Attention and Driving
Whilst over the Prescribed Limit.
Mr Thomas had crashed his
vehicle into a low wall near
Sundale, and this had caused the
vehicle to roll over.
Mr Christopher Wade was
sentenced to a £150 fine and
a 20-month disqualification
for charges of Careless Driving
and Driving Whilst Over the

Prescribed Limit.
Mr Wade had been drinking at
Rosie’s Bar & Restaurant and,
upon leaving the bar, had driven
a short distance before colliding
with a nearby wall.
Mr Wade was also ordered to pay
compensation for the damaged
property.
Finally, Mr David Peters was
originally sentenced to one
month’s
imprisonment
for
Making Harassing Phone Calls
to the CCC. However, as Mr
Peters was already subject to a
suspended sentence, his sentence
was increased to three months’
imprisonment.

Another case
involving
underaged girl

In the St Helena Magistrates’

Court Tuesday, Oct. 13 Mr Selwyn
Stroud was sentenced to 12
months’ imprisonment after
pleading guilty to Sexual Activity
with a Girl Under the Age of 16
and to Cultivation of Cannabis.
Prosecutors said Mr Stroud had
engaged in sexual activity with the
girl on a number of occasions During
sentencing the Chief Magistrate said
the victim’s family was “fully aware
of the relationship and seemed to
encourage it;” but that despite the
lack of parental support, Mr Stroud
had still “stepped into that void, and
[in] doing so sexually abused her.”
Mr Stroud was sentenced to 12
months for the charge, with no
separate penalty for the cannabis
charge.

Andrew Turner, SAMS

on Tuesday endorsed a
‘master plan’ to memorialise the
island’s internationally important
slave history in Rupert’s Valley.
However, no timeframes and no
budget were allocated for the plan.
The plan, entitled “Trans Atlantic
Slave-Memorial
St-Helena
Master Plan” and submitted by
the Liberated African Advisory
Committee (LAAC), was endorsed
during the Oct. 13 ExCo meeting.
Rupert’s Valley is a site of
international importance to the
global history of the slave trade.
Thousands of slaves, brought into
St Helena from captured slave
ships during the British abolition
of slavery, were buried in Rupert’s
Valley and the site is one of the
only known locations in the world
with such direct and still-visible
transatlantic slave trade history.
For more than a decade people
have been campaigning for the

site and the human remains to be
recognised – but no actual public
funding, events or recognition have
really been given to the site.
No
public
signboards
or
informative plaques were erected in
the area and planning-permission
conditions
about
recognition/
memorialisation in the area were
never addressed. The 325 slave
remains that were unearthed
during the Airport Project more
than a decade ago, today remain in
boxes in the Pipe Store, Jamestown.
Under the new master plan, these
remains would be reburied at a
new plot in upper Rupert’s Valley.
Building No.1 in Rupert’s would be
converted into an “Interpretation
Centre for the Trans-Atlantic Slave
Memorial” and a memorial would
be erected in the area.
The plan should also see
designation of the “Liberated
African
Establishment”
in
Rupert’s Valley as a National

“Even one additional parking space is most
welcome”
One extra park created, further spaces still in pipelines

Andrew Turner, SAMS

ExCo endorses plan to memorialise St
Helena’s slave history – but without
timeframes or funding
ExCo

7

Conservation Area; should see
the Education Directorate for the
first time officially incorporate
St Helena’s slave history into the
National Curriculum; and should
see St Helena Tourism begin
development of a “Trans-Atlantic
Slave Route and Liberated African
Establishment” tourism product.
The total cost of implementing
these plans is expected to be over
£333,000.
No money has been allocated.
“The LAAC in collaboration with
SHG and other entities will need to
develop a fundraising strategy in
order to raise the funding required to
implement the recommendations,”
Tuesday’s ExCo documents said.
Director of Tourism Helena
Bennett, who sat in ExCo to
represent the LAAC, told the group
that there was “no timeframe” for
the plans to be completed and said
that this had been the case “since
Covid.”

Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

O

ne additional parking space
was last week created at the St
Helena General Hospital.
Meanwhile, further additional
spaces are still struggling through
the development and planning
stages.
The significant traffic congestion
in front of the General Hospital,
due directly to insufficient
parking spaces for handling
Hospital traffic, has for decades
been a problem.
Identifying new, nearby parking
spaces has proved difficult – but
one additional space has been
created.
Barry Henry on Saturday, Oct.
10, having nearly completed
a
Hospital
Administration

Refurbishment Works contract,
created an additional parking
space.
As part of the refurbishment
contract, SHG had requested
removal of a rock outcrop located
on the upper side of the gateway
to the administration block, near
the adjoining parking area used
by the Health Directorate.
The outcrop had been existent
since the perimeter wall was built
in the early 20th century – but
its removal now allows for an
additional parking space.
The large rock was levelled to
the ground using pay-loader and
hammer attachment.
A passer-by said that even one
additional parking space is most

welcome.
“It is envisaged that by removing
this rock outcrop, this will allow
this area to be used for a disabled
car park, and the existing park for
the disabled at the lower end of
the entrance returned back to a
normal car park,” Cllr Russell Yon,
member of the Environmental
& Natural Resources Committee
and Highways Authority, told The
Sentinel.
Cllr Yon also gave an update
on works to ease traffic on the
nearby Maldivia Road.
“The Roads Section will be
excavating the embankment
opposite the Maldivia entrance,”
he said. “This work will
commence Oct. 28.”
The work should allow a portion
of the road at the back of the
hospital complex to be widened.
“Hopefully this work will not
cause continuous congestion,”
Cllr Yon said.

Covid-19 business support extended, but
reduced 50%
C

Andrew Turner, SAMS

ovid-19
business
support
packages will now be offered
through to the end of December.
However, support rates are
reduced by half.
Executive Council made the
decision to extend the Business
Support Initiative from September
to Dec. 31, SHG announced Oct. 8.

Support is available for tourism
accommodation providers, tour
operators and other tourismrelated businesses.
Eligible businesses can request
Hardship Support or an Essential
Cost Assistance Grant.
Hardship Support is now available
at £250 for the first director and

£162.50 for each employee and
additional director.
Essential Cost Assistance Grants
will now pay up to £250 toward
“essential costs for business
premises” (e.g. rent, utilities,
internet, business insurance).
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ExCo dismisses petition that has more
signatures than the last election had votes

“Must first offer” clause: Why
it’s there and what it means

Andrew Turner, SAMS

Few people typically attend open

ExCo sessions, especially as they’re
held during working hours.
But about 26 people on Tuesday,
Oct. 13 turned up to hear ExCo
debate and respond to the public
fisheries petition.
Around 40% of the island’s votingage population signed the petition
– not an insignificant number
considering last bi-election’s voter
participation of 22%.
In fact 1,191 local signatures were
gathered, compared to 1,106 votes
at the last General Election.
But little debate took place
Tuesday.
The concerns of the petition, which
had asked SHG to stop its current
fisheries investment process and
begin a renewed procurement that
was transparent, science-based
and free from conflicts of interest,
were dismissed.
The item was presented by
ExCo member and Economic
Development Committee (EDC)
Chairperson Cllr Lawson Henry.
Cllr Henry had last week used his
casting vote in the EDC to overrule
the two different suggestions of the
other two members present at that
meeting.
He told ExCo Tuesday that the EDC
had recommended SHG dismiss the
concerns within the petition and
carry on facilitating PQ Trading in
taking over the island’s fishery.
He said the current investment
promotes “fair, consistent and
transparent decision making.”
Cllr Tony Green then said there
was “no substance in the petition,”
and the Governor said the petition
lacked evidence.
The petition did lack evidence,
although the organisers said they
have for months been attempting
to talk with officials about evidence
but have not been facilitated.
One of the main concerns the
petitioners
have
consistently
expressed to The Sentinel is sciencebased. The CEFAS report – funded to
advise St Helena about its Category
VI Marine Protected Area and

9

sustainable fishing – recommends
only gradual expansion (if any)
to the current fisheries, and
accompanying, robust scientific
processes.
The petitioners were therefore
concerned that SHG officials have
approved more than a 200% increase
to bigeye tuna catch limits, based
on (in officials’ own words) “what
the investor needed [to break even
and/or profit from the fishery].”
They were concerned also that no
robust science is in place. While the
current investment might mean
officials see a short-term boost in
the budget, would an investment
that allows potential overfishing
mean harm to the environment,
the budget, food security and
livelihoods in the long-term?
The advice presented to ExCo
Tuesday did not cover the above,
but was advice provided only by
persons who have been working to
progress the current investment.
Just one letter was included, and
was written by a representative of
the current investment.
Cllr Green said he could not
support stopping the process with
PQ Trading.
Cllr Green however did ask if an
internal audit could take place to
review the fisheries investment
process to date.
The idea was backed by Cllr Derek
Thomas, though he also said he
couldn’t “see any grounds why the
process should be terminated.”
Cllr Cruyff Buckley said PQ
Trading was an advantage because
it “offers fishermen the chance to
fish offshore and inshore,” but also
said that “I will not support any
exclusive licence or ‘must offer’
clause.”
However Cllr Buckley still
supported going ahead with the
current investment, even though
the ‘must offer’ clause, which
requires all fishermen to fist offer
their catch to the factory in Rupert’s
(being restored by SHG, to facilitate
PQ), is planned to form part of the
PQ deal and is in fact a current legal
requirement (see next page).

Cllr Clint Beard was the only
ExCo member to really attempt to
ask questions. He did not support
continuing with the PQ Trading
investment, but also did not support
the petition. However Cllr Beard
also did not offer any alternative
options.
“Fishing effort will give us
reward,” he said. “Are we giving
everybody an opportunity?”
Cllr Beard did however suggest an
external audit, rather than internal,
of SHG’s actions.
“If you want independence, you
have to look at external audit,” he
said.
Governor Dr Philip Rushbrook
again took a very leading role in the
meeting. In closing the meeting, he
said he would explore the suggested
audit options and that ExCo would
be inviting the petition organisers
to offer “further evidence to support
the claims made in the petition.”
However the Governor at the
meeting also dismissed the requests
of the petition, saying:
“The recommendation of the
EDC has been acknowledged, the
majority view around this table
is that we should continue the
discussions with the investor.”
The petition organisers released a
response the following day.
“The outcome of the ExCo
meeting came as no surprise to
us,” the St Helena Commercial
Fishermen’s Association (SHCFA)
said. “In fact, we expected it to be
as ceremonial as the EDC meeting
that took place Sept. 24, whereby
a foregone conclusion had been
reached without the need for much
discussion or explanation for the
decision taken by some elected
members.
“We [do] acknowledge Cllr Green
for suggesting that an audit be
carried out on the investment
process, and thank councillors
Beard and Thomas for supporting
this initiative. This in our opinion
is the first step to ensuring a
fair and democratic process has
been undertaken throughout this
investment process.”

Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

Unless the law is changed, every

one of St Helena’s fishermen will
have to offer their fish to PQ Trading
when it takes over the fish factory.
This is because legally, it is
documented that all catches must
first be offered to a “fish processing
establishment.”
The
island’s
only
such
establishment is the cold store in
Rupert’s.
It is the same store the St
Helena
Fisheries
Corporation
(SHFC) operated and SHG is now
operating; and which PQ Trading
is set to operate after SHG puts
nearly £500K into refurbishing the
factory (which for years has been in
desperate need of repairs).
The closure of the SHFC in January
of this year meant fishermen for
the past months have been able
to individually sell their fish to
the public – as currently there
technically is no “fish processing
establishment” as SHG’s “interim”
operations don’t include any freezer
or export capacities.
However the ‘must first offer’

clause regarding fishing boat
licences still remains in law. The
Fish & Fish Products Ordinance
states fishermen must first offer
fish catch to a fish-processing
establishment.
Chief Secretary Susan O’Bey, who
has been involved in the fisheries
situation at all stages from chairing
the Investment Enabling Group to
providing advice to councillors, told
The Sentinel:
“[Fish processing establishment]
means any premises where fishery
products are prepared, processed,
chilled, packaged or stored, but
does not include an auction or a
wholesale market where fishery
products are displayed and sold
by wholesale only for the local
market.”
The
Overseas
Development
Authority (ODA) set up the SHFC in
1977 – with the processing plant in
Rupert’s set up in 1984/85.
Among other significant setup expenses, the ODA project
funded fishing surveys and four
catamarans (purchased at £30K sold
to fishermen at £15K). Significant

investment was also provided by
SHG.
During this period, to protect the
new investment in the island, the
“must first offer fish catch to a fish
processing establishment” clause
was included.
“So until the ordinance is changed,
then this clause must remain in
the fishing licences,” the Chief
Secretary said.
This means that all local fishermen
– regardless of whether they joined
the PQ Trading Co-op – would
first have to offer their fish to PQ
Trading as the company would be
operating the fish processing plant.

Visiting audiologist services for St Helena?
Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

D

“ oes the Health Directorate
have a plan for recruiting an
audiologist for St Helena?”
A member of the public posed
this question to members of the
Public Health Committee during
an August constituency meeting
in Longwood.
Currently the island does
not have a regular contract
for audiologists as it does for
bringing in visiting optometrists
and eye surgeons - but with an
aging population, an audiologist
is of importance.
Community members at the
August constituency meeting
were quick to provide examples of
how they felt a regular audiologist
service could work.
Hearing aids are expensive

to
purchase
and
require
maintenance.
The
present
practice is to send hearing
aids offshore for repairs, but
“sometimes they are returned
as if nothing has been done to
them,” one person said. A visiting
audiologist surely could carry out
hearing aid maintenance locally?
As no public information about
audiologist services had been
released since the constituency
meeting, The Sentinel followed up
with the Health Directorate.
“An audiologist is one of
the specialists that Health
Directorate will consider bringing
to the island from time to time,”
Interim Health Director Janet
Lawrence told The Sentinel Oct. 13.
“Note that the Directorate does
not intend to recruit a full-time

audiologist but rather a visiting
specialist for a fixed period.
“Regarding the timing of
any visit, obviously this is
dependent on demand for the
service and funding availability.
We appreciate that this is an
important service but the timing
of any visit needs to be considered
against competing demands for
other specialists.”
The Interim Director said no
plans are in place to have an
audiologist visit during 2020/21.
“We are only now in the early
stages of our planning for
2021/22, which is linked to the
MTEF (Medium Term Expenditure
Framework) process in SHG,”
she said. “We will provide more
information when this becomes
available.”
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Yr 1-White-Lung
Yr 2M orange-Kidney
Yr 2B- green-Liver
Yr 3-Pink- Breast
Yr 4 light blue- Prostate
Yr 5-yellow-Bone/Bladder
Yr 6-Black- Melanoma
Staff -lavender/purples- all cancers
On Friday, Oct. 30 SPPS will
be having a Halloween-themed
sponsored walk for EYFS, KS1 and
KS2 pupils following different routes
in and around the St Paul’s areas.
We are hoping the weather will be
good. Please look out for our staff
and pupils with sponsor papers,
encourage and support them and be
careful of driving on the roads that
day.

Andrew Turner, SAMS

S

Johannesburg were, around six
months ago, suspended because
of the Covid-19 pandemic and the
related, high-level lockdown in
South Africa. However, South Africa
at the start of this month reduced
its lockdown level enough that
international travel from low-risk
countries was reintroduced.
But as the pandemic continues to
surge around the globe, and with
isolation/quarantine
restrictions
in many locations, people are
still unwilling and/or unable to
undertake much international
travel.

Falklands War ship to be
turn into motorcycles
I

Donna Crowie, SAMS

t has been announced that
one of the most famous ships
of the Falklands conflict is to be
dismantled, and her parts likely
used to make motorcycles.
HMS Hermes – a Centaur Class
aircraft carrier – was an instantly
recognisable image throughout the
Falklands War. She served as the
flagship of the British forces during
the war, and often featured in
images showing jets and helicopters
taking off from her deck.
The HMS Hermes was in

commission since 1959 and served
in multiple conflicts until she was
retired from the UK to India in 1984.
In India, she was kept in service
until 2017. During her career, HMS
Hermes sailed over 700,000 miles.
Now, she is to be dismantled.
The plan is to sell the vessel to
Asia’s largest ship scrap yard at
a cost of £5.1million. The Shree
Ram Group, which owns the scrap
yard, confirmed HMS Hermes’ parts
will most likely be used to build
motorcycles.

Oklahoma jail workers
charged for forcing inmates
to hear ‘Baby Shark’ on loop
Emma Weaver, SAMS

Two

former
detention
officers
and their supervisor
were last Monday charged with
misdemeanour counts of Conspiracy
and Cruelty to a Prisoner, after an
investigation found that inmates
at the Oklahoma County jail in
Oklahoma, USA were forced to listen
to the popular children’s song Baby
Shark on loop, at loud volumes, for
extended periods of time.

At least four inmates were
subjected to the “inhuman”
treatment of being forced to stand,
hands cuffed behind them and
secured to the wall, while Baby
Shark was played, according to The
Oklahoman.
“It was unfortunate that I could
not find a felony statute to fit this
fact scenario,” the District Attorney
said. “I would have preferred filing
a felony on this behaviour.”
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SHG gauging demand for travel to South Africa
HG on Tuesday announced it is
attempting to estimate the demand
for travel between St Helena and
South Africa.
“Currently, no flight arrangements
are in place and this exercise does
not imply arrangements will be
possible in the near future,” SHG
said.
“[However,] understanding the
demand for future travel will
provide data for planning for the
resumption of air services to South
Africa.”
The weekly commercial passenger
flights between St Helena and

www.sams.sh

And SHG said that despite the
lowered lockdown level in South
Africa, travel arrangements with
the country remain “complex.”
“SHG
is
endeavouring
to
determine how [the arrangements]
impact St Helena, and is waiting for
more information from the South
African authorities,” SHG said.
For SHG to better understand
travel demand and possible
arrangements,
they’re
asking
that people who are interested in
travelling to South Africa or other
African countries register their
interests with the Tourist Office.

Man gets Covid
twice, second hit
‘more severe’

A

James Gallagher, BBC
News - Oct. 13, 2020

man in the United States
has caught Covid twice, with the
second infection becoming far
more dangerous than the first,
doctors report.
The 25-year-old needed hospital
treatment after his lungs could
not get enough oxygen into his
body.
Reinfections remain rare and he
has now recovered.
But the study in the Lancet
Infectious
Diseases
raises
questions about how much
immunity can be built up to the
virus.
The man from Nevada had
no known health problems or
immune defects that would make
him particularly vulnerable to
Covid.
Scientists say the patient caught
coronavirus twice, rather than
the original infection becoming
dormant and then bouncing back.
A comparison of the genetic codes
of the virus taken during each
bout of symptoms showed they
were too distinct to be caused by
the same infection.
“Our findings signal that a
previous infection may not
necessarily protect against future
infection,” [... more at BBC online.]

S

t
Paul’s
Primary
School
celebrates: Monday, Oct. 5 Teacher
Appreciation Day.
This year our PTA Committee
hosted an appreciation assembly,
lead taken by Chair Mrs Michelle
Thomas-Lawrence. Teachers were
invited to take the stage so that all
could be recognised and appreciated
by PTA and student council, who also
took part in speaking to staff. Some
PTA members braved the audience
and spoke to the children about how
teachers influenced their learning
and how they can now thank all
those who taught them, as today they
have good , valuable jobs. They were
Lawrence from Connect, Matthew
from the Fire Dept, Kim from the
Bank and Melissa from Tourism.
Three teachers were then selected to
come to the front of the stage where
children from each teacher’s class
were chosen to partake in an activity
with Mrs Natalie Lawrence. This was
to provide a massage to the shoulders
for all the stress and pressure put
on them and to help relax from all
the hard work that goes on in their
jobs. To end the assembly, the PTA
presented all members of staff with
certificates signed by the Governor
and gifts of appreciation. To all PTA
members, Chair and Vice Chair,
thank you very much for making this
happen.
Friday, Oct. 9 – Cancer Awareness
Week. Each class was dressed in a
different colour to represent different
forms of cancers and to raise money
to donate to the Cancer Support &
Awareness charity. £130 has been
raised so far. Pupils displayed their
colours in forming a ribbon on our
hardcourt. Colours were as follows:
Nursery – Red- Sarcoma
Reception-Pink/blue - Thyroid
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Look up and be amazed
Andy Lester, SAMS environmental correspondent

Photo: sainthelenaisland.info

S

t Helena has some amazing
birds; and none more so than
the fairy tern, with its forked
tail, beady eyes and passion for
nesting in the most unusual
places.
At this time of year, back on the
UK mainland another fork-tailed,
beady-eyed bird is about to leave
the shores for somewhere a bit
warmer.
A number of organisations have
been putting small transmitters
on these British swallows to see
where they travel on migration;
how far they go and the threats
they face.
Over the next three weeks about
80% of British swallows will
leave the country to make the
dangerous journey back to South
Africa.
Swallows are incredible. They
weigh less than three tablespoons
of sugar and their brains are only
slightly larger than a pea.
The adults will generally leave
first. Normally it is the male that
starts migrating, leaving the
female to do most of the work
in feeding the hungry juveniles.
Male swallows are quite lazy, and
having mated and helped a little
with nest-building, often leave
the females to do the lion’s share
of rearing the young birds.
Typically a nest will contain
three chicks, one of which is
quite likely to die before fledging
and two of which will probably
survive.
Once the birds are ready to fly,
the female will coax them out
with offers of food and eventually
the youngsters will brave their
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first flight – often only making
it a few metres before needing
to land. A swallow flying for the
first time can be an incredibly
moving sight, especially when
one considers that it will have a
10,000km journey ahead of it.
As soon as the female is confident
of the youngsters fending for
themselves, she too will migrate,
leaving the young birds behind. It
will be the last time the fledglings
will ever see their parents.
The fledged birds will learn to
fly and feed for a week or two in
the Hampshire countryside before
they begin a gruelling journey
from the south coast; through
France and Spain, crossing at
Gibraltar and then along the
Algerian and Morocco coasts.
This first 2,000km is fraught with
danger from hunters with guns,
who target swallows in southern
France and again in North Africa.
Not all young swallows will get as
far as Africa, maybe 1 in 6 will be
killed before leaving Europe.
Our swallows then have the
challenge of another 2,000km –
but this time across desert. The
Sahara can be one of the most
dangerous places for migrant
birds, with extreme heat, no
water and sudden high winds.

Another 1 in 5 birds may perish
over the desert and become food
for birds of prey. In the following
two weeks the surviving young
swallows will cross the Equator
and head south through Angola,
to Namibia and eventually to
South Africa.
Most of our swallows will end up
spending the winter period in just
one huge reed bed near Durban, in
Kwazulu Natal. They will arrive
and spend November-February
within 5km of their parents and
yet will never see them.
Scientists still struggle to
understand how it is possible for
a swallow that has never made
the journey before, to know that
it needs to travel all the way to
South Africa and to one particular
reed bed just meters from its
parents. And then in February our
swallows will start their return
journey back to the UK.
In a typical year one swallow
will travel over 20,000km, and
in a bad year just 1 in 3 birds will
make the round trip.
So, stop. Look up at the fairy
terns above you and as you do so,
think about how lucky they are
not to have to migrate like the
swallows!
But the uncertainty facing our
swallows extends to the bird
life in St Helena. Warmer seas,
more unpredictable dry seasons
and higher air temperatures
will contribute to putting stress
and pressure on all the island’s
species, from the Wirebird to the
tropicbirds and the fairy terns. But
as an island community you can
continue to provide new habitats
and quiet places undisturbed by
developments, cars and high foot
traffic; and can work together
to make sure St Helena is doing
everything it can to protect its
incredible bird life from the
threats of climate change.

Andy Lester has been The Sentinel’s International Correspondent
since he visited St Helena in late 2018.
Andy is Conservation Director for the charity A Rocha UK (ARUK),
a Christian environmental charity that works to equip and empower
community action on wildlife issues, and that constantly looks for new
and creative solutions to the challenges of the 21st century. Andy researched possible new projects with the local community during his
visit to St Helena, and now keeps Sentinel readers linked more closely to
UK news – especially on the environmental front.
Andy, his South African wife and their four boys live near Southampton, UK. In his spare time he writes for two UK regional newspapers,
regularly speaks on national radio and is Chair of his local wildlife trust.

Mental Health Day
celebrated
Donna Crowie, SAMS

M

ental
Health
Day
was
recognised Saturday, Oct. 10.
This year’s theme was “mental
health for all.”
In honour of the international
day, Ian Rummery and Samantha
Williams of St Helena’s Mental
Health team came into SAMS Radio
1 to provide facts and helpful info
about mental health and local
services.
Local services
Did you know that 20 years ago,
St Helena had just one psychiatric
nurse?
Today, St Helena has three
community psychiatric nurses
(CPNs), a clinical psychologist and
an educational psychologist. The
island also has access to a consultant
psychologist who is based in New
Zealand and who gives the Mental
Health team ongoing support.
One of St Helena’s CPNs, Ian
Rummery,
provides
frontline
mental healthcare for adults who
suffer with things like depression,
anxiety and alcohol misuse. Ian also
works closely with HM Prison and

T

the St Helena Police in any mental
health crises.
Samantha Williams is another of
the island’s CPNs. She is a Child &
Adolescent Mental Health Nurse.
Sam deals with children from 0-18
years old, working closely with
school nurses and other members
of the health team, and showing
support and providing therapy
sessions for younger people.
A vital part of overall health
How many of us will go to the
doctor and tell him/her about our
physical problems or worries, but
not about our mental health?
This is a common situation – but
mental health is just as important
as physical health, and addressing
mental health is as important as
keeping up with your physical
health.
Ian and Sam said that visiting
their team will mean following the
same process as visiting the doctor
– you state your problem; they do
an assessment and then provide
treatment.
The Mental Health team can be
contacted on 22500.

ickets for the Miss St Helena 2020 event, scheduled to take place
next weekend, were picked up from outside the Consulate on Monday.
A draw took place to choose recipients of the tickets, and those who
were contacted by the event organisers (Inside St Helena) paid for and
collected tickets beginning Monday.
SURE and SAMS are planning to once more link together to provide a
live video broadcast of the event.

Book of
the Week
Public Library Service

Françoise Malby-Anthony never
expected to find herself responsible
for a herd of elephants with a
troubled past. A chic Parisienne,
her life changed forever when
she fell in love with South African
conservationist Lawrence Anthony.
Together they founded a game
reserve but after Lawrence’s death,
Françoise faced the daunting
responsibility of running Thula
Thula without him. Poachers
attacked their rhinos, their security
team wouldn’t take orders from a
woman and the authorities were
threatening to cull their beloved
elephant family. On top of that,
the herd’s feisty new matriarch
Frankie didn’t like her.
In this heart-warming and
moving book, Françoise describes
how she fought to protect the herd
and to make her dream of building
a wildlife rescue centre a reality.
She found herself caring for a lost
baby elephant who turned up at
her house, and offering refuge to
traumatized orphaned rhinos, and
a hippo called Charlie who was
scared of water. As she learned to
trust herself, she discovered she’d
had Frankie wrong all along . . .
Filled with extraordinary animals
and the humans who dedicate their
lives to saving them, An Elephant
in My Kitchen by Françoise MalbyAnthony is a captivating and
gripping read.
Please reserve by contacting the
following:Telephone Number: 22580
Email: publiclibrary@helanta.
co.sh.
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SAMS RADIO 1 SCHEDULE

TIME OUT
Riddle of the day

SAMS Radio 1

Two people played five games of
chess. Both of them won the same
number of games and there was
no draw. How is this possible?

102.7 (Jamestown) • 90.5 (High Knoll) • 105.1 (Sunberry) • 105.3 (Blue Hill)

3-5pm: Modern Country Chart with Donna Crowie (repeat)
8-9:30pm: Comedy repeats (Hancock’s Half Hour)

7am-noon: Sunday Show with Andrew Turner
1pm: Interview Hour (Cancer Support & Awareness charity
upcoming events; Juliette Williams and Sarah Greentree about
the Kingshurst Community Centre kids’ club and other activities;
and Delia Du Preez of ESH giving an update on the “bespoke
agricultural grant-funding scheme.”)

MON. Oct. 19

7pm: Seventh Day service

10:30am: Interview Hour repeat (Cancer Support & Awareness

WED. Oct. 21

100.7 (Briars)
88.1 (High Knoll)
102.7 (Blue Hill)

3-5pm: UK Chart Show with Donna Crowie (repeat)

7-10am: Sunrise with Andrew Turner

THU. Oct. 22

BBC
World
Service

1-4pm: Luke Bennett
8-8:30pm: Comedy show (Cabin Pressure)

upcoming events; Juliette Williams and Sarah Greentree about the
Kingshurst Community Centre kids’ club; and Delia Du Preez of
ESH giving an update on the “agricultural grant-funding scheme.”)

5:30-7pm: Modern Country Chart with Donna Crowie

8-11am: Sunrise with Donna Crowie
12:30-2:30pm: 1548 with Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell
4-7pm: Afternoon Drive with Luke Bennett
8-8:30pm: Comedy show (Cabin Pressure)

7-10am: Sunrise with Luke Bennett
12:30-2:30pm: 1548 with Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell
5:30-7pm: UK Chart Show with Donna Crowie

Reach us on 22727 or at news@sams.sh

Your lors
il
c
n
u
this co action
week in

www.sudokuoftheday.com

8-8:30pm: Comedy (Hancock’s Half Hour)

Bringing you the

Sudoku

FRI. Oct. 16

5:30-7pm: Afternoon Drive with Andrew Turner

TUE. Oct. 20

SUN. Oct. 18

8am-1pm: Saturday Show with Andrew Turner

1-4pm: Luke Bennett

They played with other people.

SAT. Oct. 17

Streaming live via www.sams.sh/radio.html

10am: Live broadcast of Legislative Council
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This week in St
Helena’s history

Featured

Tune into SAMS Radio 1
beginning at 10am this Friday,
Oct. 16 for a live broadcast of the
Legislative Council meeting.
LegCo meetings are the only
government
meetings
regularly
broadcast to the public. The
broadcasts are provided only on
SAMS Radio 1.
Take the opportunity this Friday
to hear your 12 elected members
- Anthony Green, Brian Isaac, Cyril
Leo, Cruyff Buckley, Clint Beard,
Christine Scipio, Jeffrey Ellick, Lawson Henry,
Derek Thomas, Corinda Essex, Russell Yon
and Gavin Ellick - in action as they help decide
the future of St Helena.

Local news and notices:
7am, 10am, noon, 2pm, 5pm, 7pm, 10pm

Oct. 17, 1815 (205 years ago):
Napoleon steps ashore from HMS
Northumberland. He spends his first night
ashore in Mr Porteous’ house.
Oct. 13, 1875 (145 years ago):
Matty John is born on St Helena and
grows up to become perhaps the bestloved folk singer in the island’s history.
Oct. 14, 1854 (166 years ago):
Survivors from the ship ‘Polar Star’ arrive
at St Helena, the ship having been burnt
at sea.
Oct. 14, 2017 (3 years ago):
The first scheduled commercial
passenger flight arrives to St Helena
Airport. ‘Flight Night’ celebrations are
hosted by SAMS and Dillon & Sons at the
Mule Yard on the night.
sainthelenaisland.info

Colour in the fish
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DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul

Saturday, Oct. 17
9:30 hrs: Sabbath School Programme
10:00 hrs: Bible Study
11:00 hrs: Divine Service
13:00 hrs: Pathfinders
Every Wednesday
1930 – 2030 Prayer Meeting

Sunday 18 October –The
29thCathedral
Sunday of
the Year
Parish
of St Paul

11.00am
3.30pm

9am

All are Welcome

Sunday Service
18th October
Sandy Bay Chapel
08.45 am
Guest Service
Head O’Wain Chapel 10.45 am
Jamestown Chapel 6.00 pm

ALL ARE WELCOME
For further information contact:
Tel No 22388 or 24644
BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org
“O Son of Spirit!
My claim on thee is great, it
cannot be forgotten. My grace to
thee is plenteous, it cannot be veiled.
My love has made in thee its home,
it cannot be concealed. My light
is manifest to thee, it cannot be
obscured.”
Baha’i Scripture
		
DEVOTIONAL MEETING
BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods
THURSDAY EVENINGS
8pm.
ALL ARE WELCOME
Telephone 24342

Arabia
Thursday 22 October
Eucharist

Arabia

Date

The Parish of St James
The Parish of St James
Sunday 18 October – 29th Sunday of the Year

9.30am

Sung Eucharist/Junior
St James
Sunday 18 October – 29th Sunday of the Year
Church
9.30am
Sung Eucharist/Junior
St James
Church
Thursday 22 October
Thursday 22 October

7pm
7pm

Sunday school is available at all
our chapel services, parents with
children welcome.
Bible Studies
Tuesday 20th October
Baptist Schoolroom 7.00 pm
Thursday 22nd October
Sandy Bay Chapel
5.30pm
23rd October
Blue Hill (Vince & Vilma’s) 5.30 pm

Eucharist
9am

For further information contact:
Pastor Paul Millin Tel No 22267

BAPTIST CHURCH

Eucharist/Harvest/Junior
Cathedral
Church
Sunday 18 October – 29th Sunday of the Year
Eucharist/Harvest
St Peter
11.00am
Eucharist/Harvest/Junior
Cathedral
Church
3.30pm
Eucharist/Harvest
St Peter
Thursday 22 October

Eucharist with
Healing/Cancer
Eucharist with
Healing/Cancer

St John
St John

The Parish of St Matthew
The Parish of St Matthew
Sunday 18 October– 29th Sunday of the Year
Sunday 18 October– 29th Sunday
St Markof the Year

11.15am
3.30pm

7pm

11.15am Reserved Sacrament

Mark
Barnabas St
Pledges
3.30pm
Reserved Sacrament
Barnabas Pledges
Tuesday 20 October
Tuesday 20 October
Eucharist
St Mark
7pm
Eucharist
St Mark

.
.

Activities at the Army this weekend
Prayer Meeting on Saturday 17th October
at 8am at the home of Anthony and
Elaine Hopkins at Sapper Way.
Praise and Worship service on Sunday
18th October at 11am at No 3 Unit
Longwood Enterprise Park.
Kidz Zone at 11:30am (Sunday school).
Cell Meetings:
On Tuesday 20th October at Sandy Bay
Community Centre at 6pm and also at
Cape Villa at 5pm.
On Wednesday 21st October at Unit 3
Longwood Enterprise Park at 7:30pm
and also at the home of Anthony and
Elaine Hopkins at Sapperway at 7:30pm.
The Christian bookshop and DVD rental
(as well as second-hand goods shop)
will be open on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday from 9am to 12 noon and on
Saturday from 10am to 12 noon.
For further information phone 62552 or
23249.

FRIDAY 16TH OCTOBER 2020
‘QUALITY SECONDS’ SHOP OPEN FROM
10AM TO 1PM. COME AND GRAB SOME
GREAT BARGAINS!!
SUNDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2020
FAMILY SERVICE AT THE HALF TREE
HOLLOW HALL AT 11AM. ALL ARE
WARMLY WELCOME.

Friday
6th Nov
Tuesday
10th Nov
Athletics
Friday
Sponsored by
13th Nov
Monday
16th Nov
Friday
20th Nov
Tuesday
24th Nov
Wednesday
Badminton
Sponsored by
25th Nov
Wendy Benjamin
Friday
27th Nov
Tuesday
2nd Dec
Friday
4th Dec
Basketball
Tuesday
Sponsored by
15th Dec

Event

Venue

Time

Jamestown
Rifle Club

5pm

Volleyball

New
Horizons

5pm

Shooting

HTH Rifle
Club

5pm

Football

New
Horizons

5pm

Table Tennis
Pool
Badminton

New
Horizons

5pm

PAS Hall

5pm

Swimming

Swimming
Pool JT

5pm

Pool

New
Horizons

5pm

Pool Finals

New
Horizons

5pm

Athletics

Francis Plain

9am

Opening Ceremony
Basketball
Shooting

New
Horizons

5pm

Football
Sponsored by

Shooting
Sponsored by

Swimming
Sponsored by

Table Tennis
Sponsored by

EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER
MEETING AND BIBLE STUDY AT THE
HALF TREE HOLLOW HALL AT 7.30PM.
ALL ARE WELCOME.
There is always a warm welcome for you
at the Salvation Army.
If you would like to know more about
The Salvation Army’s activities, contact
Majors Nhlanhla and Priscilla Ziqubu on
telephone Nos 22543/22703.
Take care and God bless.

Pool
Sponsored by

Volleyball
Sponsored by
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COVID-19 Small Business Support
BUSINESS SUPPORT CONTINUED UNTIL END-DECEMBER, AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT PUBLISHED
Executive Council has agreed to extend the Business Support Initiative to 31 December 2020 for
Tourism accommodation providers, Tour Operators (including both land and marine based) and other
tourism related businesses. A reduced support package of 50% of the current level will be provided to
qualifying businesses from 1 October. The aim of this support is to keep people in the hospitality sector
on-Island in employment.
Each eligible business can make one application. Where several businesses are under the same
ownership, or operating out of one building, the funding is limited to one grant.
Hardship Support
Hardship Support is available to owners of companies and sole proprietorships for whom more than
half of their annual income is earned in the following sectors:
• Tourist accommodation providers (Note: Tourism Accommodation means premises that are rented
out on a short-term basis (i.e. 30 days or less) and is currently unoccupied)
• Tourism activity providers, including both land- and marine-based
• Other tourism related businesses
The revised support is £250.00 for the first director and £162.50 for each employee and additional
director.
Essential Cost Assistance Grants
Eligible businesses can also apply for an Essential Cost Assistance Grant of up to a maximum of
£250.00 towards essential costs for business premises, i.e. rent, utilities, internet costs or business
insurance.
Full details of both the Hardship Support Package and the Essential Cost Assistance Grants can be
found on the SHG website at the following link: https://www.sainthelena.gov.sh/government/publicinformation/
Due to the evolving situation, SHG will continue to evaluate the impacts of COVID-19 response
measures. SHG will reassess the need for continuing support beyond December.
Financial Support Published
Financial support provided by St Helena Government (SHG) and Enterprise St Helena this year to
reduce the burden on local businesses affected by the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic included:
• A one-time payment of £325 to any business with an employee who is forced to self-isolate after
having returned from overseas on a flight on 14 March 2020 or thereafter
• A monthly hardship support payment towards a portion of staff costs for businesses in the tourism
and hospitality sectors
• Extended Sick leave Support
• Enforced Business Closure Support
• Adjustment Scheme from ESH
• Sector Support Scheme from ESH
On 1 July 2020, Executive Council approved a second phase of hardship support for local businesses in
the hospitality sector who continued to be impacted by COVID-19, with the aim of keeping the sectors
most highly impacted by the disruption in scheduled commercial flights in business. Support packages
were provided for:
• Hardship Support - available to owners of companies and sole proprietorships for whom more than
half of their annual income is earned in tourist accommodation, tourism activities, dine in restaurant
establishments and other tourism related businesses
• Essential Cost Assistance Grants – where affected businesses could apply for an Essential Cost
Assistance Grant of up to a maximum of £500 towards essential costs for business premises, i.e. rent,
utilities, internet costs or business insurance.
A list of all businesses who have received financial support up until 28 September 2020 under the
different schemes has today been published on the Public information, Policies and Reports page of the
SHG website: https://www.sainthelena.gov.sh/government/public-information/. An infographic of the
total amount of support provided under each package is also attached to this release.
SHG
8 October 2020

ESH Sector Support Scheme
(April - June)
Contribution towards essential costs
for tourism, hospitality and retail sector
businesses for utilities, internet costs
for business premises, or business
insurance.

£12,489.10
SHG Enforced Self-Isolation
Support (April - June)
To support individuals businesses or
sole proprietors with a one-time
payment of £325 for employees
required to self-isolate for a period of
14 days.

£17,152.10

ESH Essential Cost Assistance
Support (July - September)

Contribution towards essential costs
for tourism and hospitality sector
businesses for utilities, internet costs
for business premises, or business
insurance.

£7,954.05

ESH Adjustment Scheme
(April - June)
To support the supplies or services i.e.
answering machines, paper towel
dispensers, food packaging, personal
protective equipment, hand sanitisers,
seeds / saplings and plants or
treatments.

£5,095.38

SHG Business Closure
Support (April - June)
To support the crèches that were
forced to close due to the influenza
outbreak and subsequent school
closures.

£7,150.00
SHG Hardship Support
(March - September)
To support privately-owned tourism
related businesses i.e. accommodation
providers, tour operators, eateries,
other related tourism businesses (e.g.
taxis, souvenir shops, producers who
supplied the accommodation places on
a regular basis) and bars and clubs
who were affected by low visitor
numbers.

£289,450.00
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PUBLIC
ANNOUNCEMENT

WALK ALL OVER CANCER
The Health Promotion team of the Health Directorate will
be hosting ‘Walk All Over Cancer’ – a casual walk from the
General Hospital to the Mule Yard – on Thursday, 22 October
2020.
Walk All Over Cancer is a one mile walk being held as part
of Cancer Awareness Month. The walk will commence from
12.15pm at the General Hospital and, if you’re interested in
taking part, please dress in a colour to support a specific type
of Cancer, or wear fancy dress.
The Health Promotion team commented:
“We’re hoping to see as many people as possible at the walk
to raise awareness of Cancer and to motivate yourself, a family
member, friend or work colleague to start incorporating
walking into their daily routine. This could be through walking
with a colleague at lunch time, a family walk in the evening or
getting off the bus one stop earlier on the way home. We are
encouraging people to put one foot forward to better health
and what better way to start than with Walk All Over Cancer.”
Notes To Editor
Regular physical activity can reduce your risk of developing
chronic diseases such as heart disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes
and Cancer. In addition, regular physical activity has been
shown to help manage these conditions. Walking is a free and
effective way to incorporate physical activity into your daily
routine to support a healthy lifestyle and luckily on St Helena
we have lots of beautiful walks that we can access daily!
SHG
9 October 2020
http://www.sainthelena.gov.sh

The
winners
of
the
September scout jackpot
draw were as follows:
1st Prize – Tysha Anthony–
Tel: 23015 – Ticket No. 392
2nd prize – Chris Isaac –
Tel: 24895 – Ticket No. 175
3rd prize – Angela Brooks
– - Tel: 24876Ticket No.
255
4th prize – Mark C Henry –
Tel: 23947 – Ticket No.514
The October draw will
take place on 30 October
2020.

Date: Friday 16th October 2020
Time: 6.00pm
Where: The Canister, Jamestown
Join us for the charity’s first AGM and hear about this years
rescued birds and the charities plans for the next year.
If you want to get in touch, email
goodtern@outlook.com

STERLING CHEQUES FOR NEXT FLIGHT

Friday 16, Oct - 10:30am – 6pm
Saturday 17, Oct - 10:30am – 3:30pm

Position your
sprinklers so water
lands on the lawn or
garden, not on paved
areas.
Also, avoid watering
on windy days.

Discounted Deals | Slashed Prices | Pocket Savers

MTB’s Enterprise, “Where we put customers first”

Bank of St Helena Ltd is accepting Sterling
Cheques to be sent on the next charter
flight from St Helena. Please be advised the
Cheques will be sent for clearance before
funds are released.
Closing date to submit cheques is 12:30pm
on Saturday, 24 October.
For further information please contact us on
customerservices@sainthelenabank.com or
22390.

@sainthelenabank

Bank of St Helena Ltd

Head Office: Market Street · Jamestown · St Helena Island · STHL 1ZZ
T. +290 22390 · F. +290 22553 · email. info@sainthelenabank.com ·
web www.sainthelenabank.com
Established and regulated under the Financial Services Ordinance, 2008, the
Financial Services Regulations, 2017 and the Company Ordinance, 2004
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RECENT POWER OUTAGES

Request for Expressions of Interest
Provision of Contract Services for responding to Out of Hours Call Outs on the
Water Distribution Networks and Sewerage Infrastructure
Connect Saint Helena Ltd is calling for Expressions of Interest from suitably qualified Contractors willing
to provide the services listed below on an annual contract basis.
Water and Sewerage Call-Out Services Required
To provide an emergency on call service to Connect Saint Helena Ltd from 15:30 to 08:30 Monday to
Friday and on a 24 hour basis on Saturdays, Sundays, Public Holidays and other ad-hoc periods.

Connect Saint Helena Ltd would like to apologise to those customers who will have been without
power for a time over the last month.
These unplanned power outages occurred as a result of the recent heavy rains and wind. Branches
were blown onto the high voltage lines in Sandy Bay and Sunberry, causing the power to go off.
On one occasion in September, a tall tree fell onto the high voltage lines causing the lines to come
away from the pole and the power to go out. Because this incident happened at night and due to
lack of visibility, it was not safe to attempt repairs until morning.

The Water Distribution Network includes all water pipelines and installations up to the domestic meter,
with the Sewerage Infrastructure to include all private property sewerage piping, as well as all public
sewers and manholes.
The Contractor will physically respond to all emergency calls within one hour of their receipt and repairs
undertaken without undue delay.
Expressions of Interest
Interested Contractors are invited to express their interest and to provide information indicating that
they are qualified and technically equipped to provide the above services. Contractors should
demonstrate their capability to execute the works to specifications that will be issued by Connect Saint
Helena Ltd.
The Expression of Interest should include a capability statement which should state the following
information:
1.

Details of previous proven experience on similar works – this should include a list of plumbing
work and sewage related work successfully completed on or off island.

2.

Company profile and qualifications/profiles of key personnel that will undertake the service.

Submission Requirements
The submitted Expressions of Interest should include company name, name of responsible person,
address, telephone number and email address. Hand delivered expressions of interest should be
delivered to the Procurement Coordinator at Carnarvon Court, Jamestown, or emailed to:
nigel.benjamin@connect.co.sh
The closure date for Expressions of Interest is Monday, 26th October 2020 at noon.
Interested contractors may obtain further information from Paul Duncan, Water Operations Manager,
Connect Saint Helena Ltd, Seales Corner, on telephone 22255 or email: paul.duncan@connect.co.sh
13 October 2020

Large tree that fell on the high voltage lines in Sandy Bay

Whilst we do have a regular programme of trimming and felling trees that are within a 5 metre
distance of our high voltage network cables; tall trees that are farther away can fall and come into
contact with the high voltage network, causing power outages.
If you know of any trees that are posing a risk, please let us know so that we can do something
about it.
In the case of any unplanned power outage, our priority is ensuring that power is restored as quickly
as it is safe to do so.
Consumers are also reminded that during normal office hours, any faults for electricity and water
supplies should be reported on 22255. Faults outside of these hours can be reported on 22602.
13 October 2020
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BANK OF ST HELENA OPENING HOURS - OCTOBER 2020
Main Branch

Bespoke Agricultural

Monday to Friday

08:45 – 15:00

Saturday

08:30 – 12:30

Grant Scheme

Wharf Kiosk
Thursday and Friday

Enterprise St Helena is pleased to announce a bespoke agricultural scheme to assist all farmers, whether they are
utilising crown or private land.
This bespoke scheme provides funding up to a maximum of £2,000.00 per applicant which may be utilised for:


Enhanced water security, e.g. water tanks, water troughs and drip irrigation;



Improved produce protection, e.g. rabbit / dog proof fencing and posts;



Increased mechanization, e.g. rotivators and tractor attachments;



Equipment to support clearance of weeds and invasive species, e.g. spraying equipment.

This funding is being offered on a non-contributory basis, however terms & conditions will apply.
For further information please contact Delia Du Preez, Business Development Co-ordinator on 22920 or on email
delia.dupreez@esh.co.sh.

09:00 – 14:30

Saturday

17 October

08:45 – 12:30

Saturday

24 October

08:45 – 12:30

Saturday

31 October

08:45 – 12:30

Remote Banking
ANRD, Scotland

Wednesday

21 October

09:30 – 13:00

HTH Supermarket

Friday

23 October

10:00 – 13:00

Longwood Enterprise Park

Tuesday

27 October

09:30 – 14:00

Head Office: Market Street · Jamestown · St Helena Island · STHL 1ZZ
Head Office | ESH Business Park | Ladder Hill | Tel: +290 22920 | Email: info@esh.co.sh
Visit us online | Business and Investment: www.investinsthelena.com | Tourism: www.sthelenatourism.com

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
OVERSIZE VEHICLES

THE RULES ON ST HELENA

The Infrastructure & Transport Directorate would like to remind the public that any person considering purchasing or importing large
vehicles must adhere to the dimensions and weights set out in the Road Traffic Regulations CAP101, Part VI, Item 33 and Road Traffic
Regulations, CAP101, Part VI, Item 42. These can be viewed on the SHG website here: https://www.sainthelena.gov.sh/wp-content/
uploads/2020/07/Road-Traffic-Ordinance-1985-Updated-060720.pdf.
The public is reminded that the onus is on the buyer of the vehicle to ensure that any conditions are satisfied before a vehicle is purchased.
Road Traffic Regulations, CAP101, Part VI
33. Maximum Dimensions
The dimensions of a motor vehicle must not exceed those set out below:

In these Regulations, ‘overall length’ means the length exclusive of any starting handle and of any hood when lowered, and ‘overall
width’ means the width measured between vertical planes parallel to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle and passing through the
extreme projecting points thereof, exclusive of any mirror conforming with the provisions of Regulation 26 of these Regulations.
Permission to use a motor vehicle of greater dimensions than those set out in the above table may be granted provided that an Applications
for Exemption form is submitted to and accepted by the Licensing Officer, for approval by HE the Governor.
42. Maximum Weight of Motor Vehicle
No motor vehicle having a gross weight laden in excess of 14 tonnes shall be used on any road.
In this Regulation, ‘gross weight laden’ means the net weight of a motor vehicle together with the weight of goods or passengers carried
by the vehicle.
These Regulations are important and necessary for protecting St Helena’s road network from excessive damage.
For further information, please contact Roads Manager, Deon Robbertse, on tel: 23765 or Police Inspector, Julianne Stevens, on tel:
22626.
#StHelena #OversizeVehicles #RoadTrafficRegulations
https://www.facebook.com/StHelenaGovt/
https://twitter.com/StHelenaGovt
SHG
12 October 2020

T. +290 22390 · F. +290 22553 · email. info@sainthelenabank.com · web www.sainthelenabank.com
Established and regulated under the Financial Services Ordinance, 2008, the Financial Services Regulations,
2017 and the Company Ordinance, 2004

@sainthelenabank

Bank of St Helena Ltd

Appointment of Justices of the Peace
Under the Magistrates’ Court Ordinance, the Governor may appoint any person who appears to be
suitable to perform the duties of the office, but section 90(4) of the Constitution requires the Governor
to act in accordance with the advice of the Judicial Service Commission. It is hoped that the Commission
will be able to meet in the near future to make recommendations to the Governor.
Expressions of interest are therefore invited from persons who wish to be considered for appointment.
Public officers are now entitled to serve as judicial officers on the basis that is consistent with the
independence of the judiciary and with the efficiency of the public service.
The main function of Justices of the Peace is to participate in the sittings of the Magistrates’ Court.
There is a regular sitting each Thursday morning, for which a rota is published well in advance, and
occasional special sittings to deal with urgent business. Justices also have a number of out-of-court
functions in relation to issuing summonses and warrants, and countersigning various formal documents.
The position is by tradition an honorary one, but a monthly retainer is paid, plus an allowance for each
court sitting.
Further information can be obtained by speaking to any of the current Justices, or from the Clerk of the
Peace:
		Yvonne Williams
		Castle Courtyard
		Jamestown
		Tel: 22340
		Email: yvonne.williams@sainthelena.gov.sh.
Expressions of Interest should be submitted to the Clerk of the Peace, in writing, to arrive by 4pm on
Friday 23rd October 2020. A form is available from the Clerk, and its use is encouraged, but letters will
be accepted.
Yvonne Williams
Clerk of the Peace
5th October 2020.
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APPLICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT PERMISSION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an Application has been received in respect of the
following proposal:
1. Application 2020/84: FULL Planning Application for Proposed Installation of Two
Prefabricated Sheds for storing Household Items, Near the Rock Club, Half Tree Hollow
on Parcel HTH1354. Applicant: Gavin Peters
Copy of the Application and Plan may be inspected by prior appointment with the
Planning Section, Essex House, Main Street, Jamestown, Monday to Friday, from
8.30am to 4pm. Appointments can be made with the Secretary on Telephone 22270
or email Karen.Isaac@sainthelena.gov.sh stating the Application Reference Number
they wish to inspect.
Any person who wishes to make Representations on the above Application should
make them in writing within 14 days to the Planning Office, Essex House, Main Street,
Jamestown or Email karen.isaac@sainthelena.gov.sh
Public Representation Closing Date: 		
Shane Williams
Planning Officer

Every Year, in the Enchanting Kingdom of Greenlands,
there was a Magical Event they called ‘Santa’s Den’.
2020 was no different and the Inhabitants
were all hard at work transforming their Kingdom
into a Magical Place for Kids from Far and Wide
to Come and Enjoy…

If You want to Know
how the Story Continues
Join Us at

Santa’s Den 2020!

Opening Date will be
announced
via Local Media,
@SolomonsStHelena
and through our
Customer Email Listing
from marketingco@solomons.co.sh

4pm – 29th October 2020

PUBLIC
ANNOUNCEMENT

SIDE PATH ROAD CLOSURE
WEDNESDAY, 21 OCTOBER 2020
The Highways Authority has given
approval for Side Path Road to be closed
between 9am and 3pm on Wednesday,
21 October 2020. This closure is to allow
the Roads Section to carry out surface
repairs.
During this closure, only emergency
services will be granted access and the
diversion route for traffic travelling
to and from Jamestown will be via
Constitution Hill. Appropriate signage
will be in place.
The Roads Section would like to thank
the public in advance for their continued
understanding and cooperation.
SHG
14 October 2020
http://www.sainthelena.gov.sh

A COLLABORATION PROJECT
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SPORTS ARENA
Football results

SHFA, Contributed

The first game on Saturday saw
Rovers and Bellboys play out a 1-1
draw. This means that if Rovers win
their final game against Axis, they
will retain the league title.
Ronan Legg, who was also named
Man of the Match, scored for Rovers
and Mnqobi scored for Bellboys.
Saturday’s second game saw Harts
secure 4th place in the league table,
with a 4-1 win over Axis. This was
the first time in 15 years that Harts
failed to make the top two.
Goal-scoreres for Harts were Sean-

Lee Thomas (2), Rico Williams
and Christopher Owen. Colby
Richards scored for Axis.
Tyrel Ellick of Harts was named
Man of the Match and Joey
Thomas of Harts was named
Young Player of the Match.
The first game on Sunday saw
Wirebirds score 29 goals against
Crystal Rangers.
Goals for the Wirebirds came
from Shane Stroud (11), Tyler
Benjamin (8), Cody Harris (3),
Denis Leo (2), Dane Leo (2), Alex

Osborne, Alistair Buckley and
Sanjay Clingham. Shane Stroud
of Wirebirds was named Man of
the Match.
The last game of the weekend
saw Lakers defeat a very
organised Saints team 2-nil.
Tyler Brady and Cody Thomas
scored for the Lakers. Rieedwaan
Richards of Saints was named
Young Player of the Match and
Louis Barnikle of Lakers was
named Man of the Match.

Football fixtures

SHGC 2020 Open Championship
Day 1: Sunday, Oct. 18

Morning Group

Saturday, Oct. 17

Afternoon Group

GROUP 1 08:00 GROUP 2 08:10
Henzil Beard
Deon Robbertse
Johnny Carter Danny Thomas
Norman Thomas Neil Joshua
		
Ronald De Reuck

GROUP 1 12:00
GROUP 2 12:10
Jeffrey Stevens
Christine Scipio
Bramwell Lumukwana Arthur Francis
George Thomas
Dax Richards		
			

GROUP 3 8:20
Leon Crowie
Peter Johnson
Helena Stevens
Lyn Leo

GROUP 4 08:30
Tony Winfield
Tony Green
Ian Johnson
Jeremy Clingham

GROUP 3 12:20
Arthur Young
Nicky Stevens
Peter Bagley
Keith Joshua

GROUP 4 12:30
Larry Legg
Mike Luke
Ray Yon
Martin Buckley

GROUP 5 8:40
Phillip Francis
Danny Duncan
Lawson Henry
Anne George

GROUP 6 8:50
Anita Robbertse
Scott Crowie
Gerald George
Anthony Thomas

GROUP 5 12:40
Donald Bowers
Leroy Caswell
Douglas Augustus
Paddo Johnson

GROUP 6 12:50
Martin Joshua
Pat Henry
Raymond Henry
Martin Cranfield

1pm: Saints v Bellboys
		
Ref: Lakers
3pm: Rovers v Axis
		
Ref: Harts
			
Saturday, Oct. 24
1pm: Bellboys v Crystal Rangers
		
Ref: Axis
3pm: Saints v Wirebirds
		
Ref: Lakers

Golf report for Sunday, Oct. 11

SHGC, Contributed

W

ith the SHGC 2020 Open Championship
teeing off on Sunday, Oct. 18 at 08:00

members asked for this strokeplay
competition without handicaps as a
tester of what is to come in the open.
21 players took part in this event,
which had a normal tee-off at 12:00
from the first tee box.
Returning an impressive 5 over par
and taking first prize was Scott Crowie
with 73, followed in second place by
Larry Legg with 74.
Entertainments
Manager
Keith
Joshua was very generous in adding
two surprise prizes for the best two
scores for the members over 70 years
of age. In that category Peter Bagley

with 75 took first prize followed by
Pat Henry with 91. The two-ball pool
winners were Leon Crowie on the 14th
and Nicholas Stevens on the 16th.
Congratulations to the winners.
Day 1 of the Open Championship will
be Oct. 18. The morning group will tee
off at 08:00. See above for the rest of
the tee-off times and groups.
Members are reminded to put their
names and the number of guests they
will have on the list for the curry meal
that will be available Oct. 31.
Happy swinging…!

