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OPINION

SENTINEL
COMMENT
Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS
The Jan. 4, 2021 SHG press release
revealing that two passengers onboard
the MV Helena had tested positive for
Covid-19 when they arrived in Cape
Town on Dec. 31, 2020, with St Helena
being the ship’s last port of call, was
very scary! This incident was too close
to home.
Like when reading many other press
releases from SHG, one got the feeling
this communication to the public could
have included additional information
providing more clarity.
When it comes to communication
with the public about Covid-19
preparedness, I was surprised
when listening to the Dec. 11, 2020
Legislative Council meeting that an
oxygen plant for backing up current
oxygen supply had not been reported
and was only ordered the week before.
The public listening to the SAMS
Radio 1 broadcast, heard for the first
time that it was identified six months
ago that additional oxygen would be
required.
A councillor asked, “If there is an
outbreak (of Covid-19) do we have
adequate oxygen?” “Full oxygen plant
has been procured,” was the reply.
Further discussion revealed the
oxygen plant will probably arrive three
months from the date of procurement.
The reason given for delay in ordering
was that £350,000 was needed and a
business plan had to be prepared.
Returning to the communications
gap, The Sentinel later was reliably
informed that councillors had known
about the need for an oxygen plant and
probable cost, and in the circumstances
there was no reason why this
information couldn’t be shared with
the public.
In the Dec. 11 LegCo proceedings
some councillors admitted that better
communication was an area that they
needed to work on. There are a number
of opportunities available to our
elected members for communicating
frequently and directly with the
electorate about what they are trying to
achieve on their behalf and problems
they may be coming up against.
Individually some members do use
these outlets, but it seems others
prefer to leave it to the SHG press
release machine. The problem with this
form of communication is it too often
leaves people wondering what hasn’t
been said.
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YOUR LETTERS
Dear Editor,
Happy new year to all friends
and family, from Dinkie McKee
and family in Northern Ireland.
The Editor,
Some weeks ago SHG announced
it was returning to a 5 committee
system of government.
No explanation was given for this
move considering new elections
[are] just around the corner.
This will release 3 members of
their chairmanship back to their
rightful duties – scrutinizing,
holding the executive to account,
and most of all doing an impact
study of passed and proposed
legislation and its effect on we
the public – a democratic deficit
for the last ten years.
Some of these chairmans were
of the impression that they were
a part of ExCo and expressed their
concern at not been involved in
negotiations with DFID officials.
Chairmans of these so-called
break-away
departments,
although
having
allocated
funding, are late spending,
in which case the substantive
department can claw back monies
should they overspend in other
areas. Any excess at the end of the
financial year only serves to top
up the Consolidated Fund.
Should a Ministerial system of
government be too futuristic for a
community of this size and we stay
with what we have (SHG has not
published what the enhancement
or revised committee system will
be) we will probably go back to
where we [were] ten years ago –
so nothing will change.
Lionel Williams
Dear Editor,
I have sent the following open
letter to the members of ExCo/the
IEG:
I beg you to call off the January
11th flight. The risks are too high
and there are no rewards.
If you consult the BBC or any other
reliable source it can be clearly
seen that Covid-19 is out-of-
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control in the UK. The new moredangerous variant is causing a
spike in infections and deaths. The
NHS is struggling to cope. But at
least UK residents have experience
of operating social distancing
and lockdowns. On St Helena we
have no such experience, and a
social distanced environment is
completely alien to island culture.
If Covid-19 reaches the island we
will not have time to learn. The
virus it will spread even more
rapidly than it is doing in the UK.
Our high proportion of vulnerable
people will be at risk.
Everybody knows the island’s
medical provisions are limited and
if Covid-19 spreads here our health
service would struggle to cope.
Everybody involved would make
heroic efforts to contain it and
reduce the death-toll, but they are
under-resourced and would quickly
be overwhelmed.
And our defences against Covid-19
have been reduced. The chances
that somebody arriving with the
virus will be successfully detected
and isolated from the community
are lower now than they were.
Given all of the above, to justify
the extreme risk of running the
January flight there would need to
be an overwhelming good reason
to do so. What is that reason?
There is nobody on that flight
who is essential to island life.
Yes, cancelling the flight would
be inconvenient for the people
scheduled to be on it, but not as
inconvenient as it would be for the
island to introduce Covid-19 here.
The costs are great; the benefits
are negligible. I beg you: please
cancel the January flight.
John
Turner Family, Frith’s Cottage
Dear Editor,
I would like the opportunity to
respond to an article published in
the Independent newspaper dated
23rd December 2020 entitled “PQ
Trading make progress during
island talks”. Your readership will
be aware that our fishing sector
has undergone many changes over
the past year, which has created
growing uncertainty and fear for
the future of our fishing industry.

Unfortunately, we move into 2021
and these concerns continue.
The article to which I refer
confirms that Johann Bezuidenhout
arrived on island during the last
visit of the MV Helena and had the
opportunity to undertake meetings
and discussions during the time the
MV Helena travelled to Ascension
Island. It was interesting for those
of us operating within the fishing
industry that Johann’s arrival
was kept very low key and in fact
confirmation of his arrival was
only announced during the latter
stages of his time on island, which
in itself speaks volumes. It is for
this primary reason that I feel the
need to respond.
The future of our island’s fishing
industry is of great interest to
the majority of us within the
community, therefore I believe it
is only fair that the community is
made aware that the discussions and
meetings that Mr. Bezuidenhout
refers to as being “successful”;
was once again presented to a
select audience only. He speaks
of “discussions being held with
fishermen which included talks on
how the fish processing and sales
will work”; a key topic of which we
have been requesting information
for months, yet when the majority
of the local fishing fleet asked to
be included in these discussions,
access to us was declined. An email
was sent to Johann on the 15th
December requesting inclusion
in these discussions along with a
list of questions that was deemed
essential in helping fishers to make
an informed decision regarding
the future of their individual
businesses and the proposed way
forward for the industry. Johann’s
response simply told us that he
was on island for a limited time
and he was here to meet with SHG
and local fishermen who indicated
their desire to join the Corporation.
He felt that all local fishermen
were given the opportunity to join.
Those who chose not to join within
the allocated time frame did so on
their own free will and opted to fish
in their private capacities.
This is simply not true.
It is important to note that the
majority of fishermen who have
been actively fishing for decades
supplying our island and the
export markets with fresh fish and
those who have recently joined the
industry at a time when we have

had to endure restrictive measures
put in place by SHG since January
2020, read with great interest the
3 paged outline proposal for the
St Helena Fisheries Co-Operative
published on the 14th August in
the Independent newspaper and
attended the public meetings that
were arranged soon after to discuss
further. This proposal under the
sub-heading “Qualification for
Membership” advised that “each
fisherman’s quota, expressed as a
percentage of the Total Allowable
Catch (TAC), will determine the
number of shares in the Co-Op that
is available for him.” At the time
of writing this letter, it is pertinent
that your readership knows
that fishers have yet to receive
confirmation of their individual
quotas from SHG, therefore to be
told that we chose not to join in the
allocated timeframe demonstrates
deflecting tactics at play. How
can we be expected to express an
interest in a business operation
we know very little about and
how can we be expected to show
support when the initial buy-in
that determines our individual
membership has yet to be issued?
Only yesterday, 04th January
we were advised that the annual
commercial fishing licenses will be
rolled out this week. These licenses
will include fishers’ individual
quotas. To therefore expect fishers
to have eagerly express an interest
in earlier can only be viewed as
premature.
Additionally, we were assured that
the upgrade and refurbishment
of the fish processing plant was
being financed by SHG to enable all
fishers to access the plant, therefore
it is imperative that discussions
relating to fish processing and
sales includes all fishers – not just
a select few, which has been the
case to date.
It is fair to say that the majority of
the article provided very little new
information. In fact, it focused
on areas that one would expect
to be addressed comprehensively
when initiating a new business in
the fishing sector to include fish
processing, marketing, logistics,
sales and of course ultimate aim to
project a healthy profit.
Comments that continued to
raise concerns for those of us
with a keen interest for the
future of our industry include Mr.
Bezuidenhout’s plea to emphasise

that the volume of fish put through
the factory needs to pay for all the
costs of fish processing and that
all sales operations need to do the
same. I totally agree, but what
does these volumes equate too? Are
they conducive to our Category VI
MPA, SHG’s endorsed management
measures and more importantly do
we have the confidence that the
volumes required will ensure the
continuation of sustainable fishing
within our waters for generations
to come?
Johann then goes on to speak about
his discussions with fishermen
being constructive with several
indicating they wish to be involved.
How many fishermen are we
referring to, bearing in mind that
the majority of local fishermen was
refused access to these discussions?
He then adds that he is aware that
most St Helena fishermen do not
like fishing on the seamounts for
several days at a time. This could
potentially be true, but has Johann
considered the fact that most
local boat owners have for years
made sacrifices to enable them
to invest in their own businesses
and to therefore expect fishermen
to disregard these achievements
to follow a business proposal that
to date remains opaque, in my
opinion is somewhat inconsiderate
and unrealistic.
Finally, to learn from this article
that Johann is returning to South
Africa to prepare three fishing boats
so that they are ready to start work
in St Helena waters in the coming
months, did not come as a surprise,
when noting the track record in
terms of sharing information with
those operating in the industry to
date. However, I will highlight
that it does very little in salvaging
confidence in our leaders, as
the majority of the local fishers
continue to remain excluded from
discussions regarding the future
of an industry they have invested
heavily in.
Kind Regards
Julie Thomas

A meeting for the Minor
Shareholders
of
Solomon
Company St Helena Ltd will be
held at the Jamestown Community
Centre on Tuesday, 12 January,
2021 at 7.30 to discuss important
business.
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Governor returning after visit to Ascension
Andrew Turner, SAMS

SHG

has said Governor Dr
Philip Rushbrook will begin his
return journey to St Helena on
next week’s charter flight.
However, the Governor will
not return directly to the island.
Instead, he will first visit
Ascension Island to meet with
residents, employer organisations
and public officials.
“The Governor and his wife

[then] plan to return to St Helena,
from Ascension, on the Titan
Airways flight in February 2021,”
SHG said.
The Governor departed the
island Dec. 2, in dramatic fashion.
A small group of peaceful
protestors had gathered alongside
the Haul Road near the airport
on the morning of his departure,
holding signs for him to view.
Against advice, the Governor had

ordered his car to stop, exited
the vehicle, walked up to the
protestors and pointed his finger
directly into protestors’ faces,
calling the three elected members
who were present a “disgrace.”
The
protest
was
against
the change from in-facility
quarantine at Bradley’s to home
isolation as the island’s main
method for mandatory 14-day
quarantine for all arrivals.

New Year’s Honours go to Captain Williams and Rhys Hobbs
Andrew Turner, SAMS

Two

New Year’s Honours –
and MBE and a BEM – were
announced Dec. 31.
New Years Honours are awarded
annually upon nomination by
individual(s) and approval by the
Queen. The awards “overriding
principle” is to be awarded “on
merit for exceptional achievement
or any service recently carried out
over and above what normally
is expected. This can include
making a difference to their
community or field of work,
innovation and entrepreneurship,
improving life for people less able
to help themselves and displaying
moral courage. Where possible,
nominations
should
place
emphasis on voluntary services.”
Captain Adam Williams awarded
MBE for service on the MV Helena
MV Helena Captain Adam
Williams has been awarded the
Member of the Most Excellent
Order of the British Empire (MBE)
for his work keeping shipping
open to St Helena despite the
difficulties created by Covid-19.
“Captain Williams and his crew
spent prolonged periods onboard
without any shore leave,” SHG
said. “Despite all of this, Captain
Williams maintained a positive
outlook and kept up morale
onboard. Working with his
crew, he kept the vessel running
to schedule to deliver goods,
including food and medical
supplies, and at times carried a
limited number of passengers.”
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“With the disruption to air
access, we were fully aware of
how much the islands were solely
relying on the MV Helena,” Captain
Williams
said.
“Recognising
the importance of getting vital
supplies through to the islands
has been a constant motivator
and a team effort by everyone
both aboard and ashore.”
Rhys Hobbs awarded BEM for
Bradley’s project management
Rhys Hobbs has been awarded
a British Empire Medal (BEM)
for his employment as St Helena
Government’s Project Manager
for the renovation of Bradley’s
Camp into a quarantine facility.
“This was very challenging given
the tight deadlines, and plans
had to be constantly reviewed
to align with the evolving global
understanding of Covid-19 and
updating protocols of Public
Health England and the World
Health Organisation,” SHG said.
“Rhys showed outstanding
leadership in ensuring the project
kept to timescales and motivated
his team to deliver work of a high
standard.”
The camp was renovated in a
six-week period with the majority
carried out by Isaac’s Contractors.
“Although
I
have
been
nominated and awarded this
honour I feel it should recognise
everyone who put in a tremendous
amount of effort to prepare the
camp for use across Government,
the private sector and members
of the public,” Rhys said. “The

camp was at first used for
mandatory 14-day quarantine for
all arrivals to the island, although
five exceptions were introduced
over the months. (First, the camp
was deemed unsuitable for people
with certain medical issues;
then it was officially declared
unsuitable for children under
10; arrivals from “Covid-free”
Ascension then became exempt;
then FCDO officials and their
families were granted exemption.
Additionally Bradley’s did not
meet the minimum standards for
pilots to rest between flights, so
flight crews were exempt).
More
recently,
SHG
said
Bradley’s was “not the best option
anymore” and would no longer
be the island’s main method of
quarantining arrivals.
SHG’s Senior Medical Officer
Dr Kamar told SAMS Radio 1 the
facility has “a lot of plumbing and
structural issues” that “might
expose residents to infections.”
This came after SHG had
been placing almost 60 people
in the facility, which SHG
simultaneously said can only
safely house a maximum of 40.
SHG gave other reasons also for
replacing Bradley’s with home
quarantine, including:
• “It has been found to be harder
to keep people physically apart at
Bradley’s rather than at home.”
• High costs (£900 per person
for the 14 days)
• Limited capacity which
“prevents island residents from
returning to St Helena.”

Castle Gardens
fountain to be
fixed this year

School exams
cancelled
again
Donna Crowie, SAMS

Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

S

V

isitors to the Castle Gardens,
Jamestown will have seen that
for approximately seven months
water has not been flowing from
the historical fountain into the
pond.
A spokesperson from the
Environment & Natural Resources
Directorate (ENRD) told The
Sentinel upon enquiry that ENRD
is aware of the issue and plans
are in hand to rectify the problem
during 2021.
“Unfortunately the required
works,
which
includes
replacement of all of the corroded
pipes, could not be undertaken
until the new year (2021),” the
spokesperson said. “At that time,
the pond will also be cleaned of
the sediment that is affecting the
water quality and the fish.”
Fresh water is being hosed into
the pond both by the contractor
who maintains the Gardens, and

a neighbour is helping sustain the
fish.
“This is just a temporary
measure until such time as the
fish are removed to facilitate the
repairs,” the spokesperson said.
“We’re in the process of working
on a solution for maintaining the
fish during the repair/cleaning
operation.”
A rapid-spreading green growth
is seen atop the water and
obscuring view of the fish.
As far as ENRD is aware, the
growth poses no danger to the
fish but frequent removal is still
required.
This undertaking in sometimes
carried out by visitors who observe
how quickly the fish swim to spots
cleared of the growth, or who are
moved to action by seeing how
much sediment moves around
in the pond when the larger fish
move their tails.

HG on Wednesday confirmed
to The Sentinel that school exams
are this year again being made
impossible by Covid-19.
This
comes
after
Prime
Minister Boris Johnson this week
announced schools in England
were closing as part of the new,
nation-wide lockdown being
enacted due to a serious rise in
Covid-19 infections. Pupils of all
ages (except vulnerable children
and children of key workers) will
be attending online school.
Further, the BBC reported
Tuesday that A-Levels and GCSEs
will be cancelled, according to
confirmation from “a government
source.”
Upon hearing this news, The
Sentinel asked SHG what would
happen with St Helena’s exams
this year.
“We have received confirmation
from the AQA Exam Board that
examinations won’t go ahead
as normal again this year,” a
spokesperson said. “However, the
details in relation to what will be
in place have not yet been decided
by the Board.”

Two MV passengers tested positive at Cape
Town 4 days ago, SHG announces Monday
Andrew Turner, SAMS

On Jan. 4 SHG announced that

two passengers onboard the MV
Helena had tested positive for
Covid-19 upon arrival to Cape
Town Dec. 31.
“The two passengers in question
boarded the vessel in St Helena
and travelled onto South Africa,”
an SHG official told The Sentinel.
SHG said one individual was
identified in St Helena who was
in immediate contact with of one
of these two passengers.
SHG said that “as a purely
precautionary measure” this

individual was tested for Covid-19,
and returned a negative result.
SHG did not say whether the
person is undertaking isolation.
SHG said the risk of transmission
to the local community is
extremely low and the Health
Directorate is confident there is no
community spread of Covid-19.
SHG is requiring a re-test of the
two persons who tested positive
in Cape Town.
“The Health Directorate has
requested that the two passengers
be re-tested in order to confirm
the result,” SHG said, adding that

results should be known “within
the next few days.”
However, SHG did not state
whether it would equally re-test
the person who tested negative –
The Sentinel enquired with SHG,
and an SHG official responded:
“The
Health
Directorate
reassures that a negative result
can be confirmed by other
processes, therefore there is no
need to re-test.”
The Sentinel enquired what the
processes are and when they were
carried out, and as of Wednesday
morning was awaiting response.
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Two Covid vaccines in action in UK
UK Saint talks to The Sentinel about their experience

Festive cheer spread across the island
Donna Crowie & Emma Weaver, SAMS

Andrew Turner & Donna Crowie, SAMS

O

n Monday, Jan. 4, an 82-yearold named Brian Pinker became the
first person to receive the newly
approved
Oxford-AstraZeneca
Covid-19 vaccine (Oxford vaccine).
The Oxford vaccine is now being
administered nation-wide, with
530,000 doses ready for use.
The UK’s Health Secretary said
the Oxford vaccine represents a
“pivotal moment” in the fight
against coronavirus.
“It’s going to be a tough few weeks
ahead, but this is the way out,” he
said.
The Oxford vaccine is slightly less
effective than the Pfizer vaccine that
was approved before Christmas,
although the Oxford vaccine is more
practical to use and distribute.
While the Pfizer vaccine needs
to be stored at -70°C, the Oxford

vaccine can be stored at normal
fridge temperatures, making it
easier to transport around the
world.
The Oxford vaccine is also
significantly cheaper. Pfizer’s
vaccine costs £15 per dose but
the Oxford one, according to UK
news outlets, is costing the UK
Government “the same as a cup of
coffee” – Sky News reported the
price was £3 per dose.
These factors mean residents in
places like St Helena are more likely
to get the Oxford vaccine rather
than the Pfizer vaccine, when the
time comes.
UK Saints recieve vaccine
But some Saints residing in the
UK have already received the Pfizer
vaccine.
St Helenian Pam Brown works

as a carer in the UK. As a frontline
worker, she was among the first
UK residents to take part in the
vaccination programme.
“I had the Pfizer vaccine,” Pam
told The Sentinel. “All the staff
where I work had it last Tuesday.”
The vaccine caused side-effects,
but Pam still recommends that
everyone get vaccinated as soon as
possible.
“I was OK on Tuesday, but come
Wednesday to Monday, I was so ill,”
she said. “I experienced flu-like
symptoms, my body sort of went
into shock and I couldn’t move for
a day.
“But, I would say [people on St
Helena should get vaccinated] –
they will be silly not to, with the
amount of diabetics on the island.
This virus is no joke and this new
strain is worse than the first time.”

UK leaves EU with deal – what affects St Helena?
Andrew Turner , SAMS

Four years after 52% of the UK

voted to leave the EU, the ‘divorce’
was finally completed, with a deal,
on Dec 31.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson said
the UK now has “freedom in our
hands” as a result of Brexit.
Other leaders are not convinced.
“Scotland will be back soon,
Europe. Keep the light on,” tweeted
Scottish First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon.
If no deal had been reached, the
UK would still have had to exit
the EU after Dec. 31. However this
“hard Brexit” or “no deal Brexit”
was avoided in the final hours.
The UK-EU Trade Agreement is
over 1,200 pages long. The vital
document sets out how the EU and
UK will interact on issues like trade,
travel, fishing and data protection.
For example, UK nationals will
now need a visa if they want to
spend more than 90 days in Europe;
mobile phone operators will be
allowed to introduce roaming
charges for UK nationals travelling

in the EU; and professionals (such
as doctors, chefs and architects)
who qualify in the UK will lose
automatic recognition of their
qualifications in the EU.
Additionally, because of the Covid
pandemic, the EU had already
banned travellers from nonEU countries. This now includes
travellers from the UK.
The deal has also resulted in a
trade border along the Irish Sea.
This means that trade goods
entering Northern Island from the
UK will need customs declarations.
This move was made to prevent a
border between Northern Ireland
and the Republic of Ireland.
What about St Helena?
For St Helena the impacts are still
unclear.
One of the key issues for St Helena
is lack of access to EU funding.
This funding in the past enabled
significant projects (like building of
the Customs facility in Jamestown
and connection to the Equiano
fibre-optic cable) and supported

economic development.
An SHG spokesperson told The
Sentinel that St Helena “could still
be eligible for a number of funding
programmes, but only if the United
Kingdom participates in them.”
“More will be clearer once
‘Protocol I’ is agreed, listing the
Union funds to which the United
Kingdom will participate,” the
spokesperson said.
“However, it is not currently
expected that the United Kingdom
will participate in the Regional
Development Fund, which is the
fund that St Helena has drawn most
benefit from.”
St Helena is also not part of the
Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)
made between the EU and other
countries and is not included
within the UK and EU’s Trade &
Cooperation Agreement.
This means St Helena would now
need to negotiate its own Trade
Agreement with Europe, which
could affect the island’s exports of
coffee and fish.

S

t Helena’s Christmas and New
Year events were celebrated with
the normal, exuberant festive spirit
at the end of 2020.
Events included parades, parties
and sports.
A little rainfall didn’t stop the
local elves spreading holiday cheer
around the island on Christmas
Eve – the annual parade started
from the Market area and made
its way to the Deason’s Centre and

Piccolo Hill, Longwood; then on to
and Cape Villa and Ebony View in St
Paul’s; then finally stopping at the
CCC, sharing Christmas treats with
all clients along the way.
Organisers said they were happy
to see a really good turnout in the
cross-country parade.
The parade then gathered outside
the General Hospital before
journeying though Jamestown,
making a quick stop at the residence

CCC clients enjoyed a little dance, and everyone
together sung ‘We Wish You a Merry Christmas.’

of Terry and June Richards for a
snack and a drink (which the family
has been providing for years).
The parade eventually concluded
by the Market, where for the first
time those gathered at the square
observed a 30-second silence for
those who have passed away from
Covid-19; those who couldn’t
spend Christmas the way we did
on St Helena, due to Covid-19; and
for the loved ones who couldn’t
make it back to the island for the
celebrations, due to Covid-19.
The streets of Jamestown then fell
relatively quiet on Christmas Day,
before Boxing Day Sports on the
Bridge resulted in a small crowd. The
tug-of-war rope had unfortunately
gone missing, so it was mostly only
kids that participated in the races
and activities.
A variety of events continued over
the holidays, ending with the usual
Old Year’s Night celebrations in
town – with the Mule Yard for the
first time having sponsored a set of
fireworks, which were set off from
the cliff below Ladder Hill.

by the vet department for both smaller pets and larger livestock in the field,
to look at soft tissue injuries, internal organs and to detect pregnancy.
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Veterinary Section receives Charity events
and donations
first ECG machine
Emma Weaver, SAMS
Emma Weaver, SAMS

L

Photo provided.

T

he St Helena SPCA has purchased
an
ECG
(electrocardiogram)
machine, and has provided it for use
by the island’s Veterinary Section.
SPCA Chairperson Teeny Lucy and
member Delia Du Preez recently
handed the machine to Vet Joe
Hollins and Veterinary & Livestock
Assistant Kerry Sim.
The machine will be used to check
electrical heart activity and will
help vets diagnose heart conditions
and disease.
“I’d like to thank the SPCA
enormously for funding this
machine,” Joe said. “An ECG is
an invaluable aid to the diagnosis
of heart conditions and provides
detailed information about cardiac

function.
“Previously, the SPCA have
equipped us with an ultrasound
machine, so they have been integral
to the modernisation of the ANRD
Vet Clinic, helping us to provide an
improved, more up-to-date service
for our clients to the benefit of the
island’s animals.”
The portable ultrasound scanner,
which was purchased by the SPCA
last year, can be used for both pets
and livestock, to look at soft tissue
injuries, internal organs and detect
pregnancy.
“It is hoped that other equipment
can be purchased in future to help
the Veterinary Section to modernise
the surgery to benefit animals on
the island,” the SPCA said.

ocal charities in December
gave thanks for recent fundraising
events and donations that helped
them spread holiday cheer.
The Cancer Support & Awareness
charity committee announced the
amounts that its annual October
fundraising events and subsequent
donations, up to Dec. 15, had raised.
Altogether between October and
mid-December the charity raised
£11,623.60.
The largest amounts received, at
more than £1,000 each, were from
a chemotherapy unit raffle and cake
sale; two donations from Interserve
Ascension; Mufti Day collections;
and Carnival collections.
The charity also had a further £200
donation on the way: Local artist
Emma Sparks told The Sentinel that
her recent art exhibition, which was
held in the Museum and entitled
‘The Beauty of the Natural World,’
in total raised £400. All monies
are being donated to charity, with
50% going to the Cancer Support
& Awareness Charity and the other
50% going to the St Helena Judo
Club.
Photo provided.

Stargazing St Helena
the best time for dark skies.
When the skies are dark, look
out for the two Magellanic Clouds
towards the S-SW. They will
reach their highest in the evening
skies around 8pm. Search for two
fairly large faint smudges, and
you’ll have found them – the two
nearest galaxies to the Milky Way.
The Andromeda Galaxy (the only
other galaxy visible to the unaided
eye) will also be visible towards
the north, to the constellation
Andromeda.
The Magellanic Clouds and the

Privy Council dismisses SHG,
says Saints should be treated
equally to other British citizens
The UK Privy Council in January
dismissed SHG’s appeal against
having to pay the full, court-ordered
compensation for two persons who
were plaintiffs in a 2017 medical
negligence case.
The case revolved around two
instances of unlawful practice by
a doctor at the St Helena General
Hospital.
SHG had for three years paid only
1/3 of the mandated amount, while

2020 YEAR IN REVIEW
We all know 2020 was dominated by the Covid-19 pandemic: So
this week, we take a break from all things Covid and provide a
Year in Review for 2020 covering all last year’s non-Covid events.

appealing the case all the way up to
the UK’s highest court.
SHG’s legal argument was that St
Helenians’ personal loss and injury
compensation rates should be 2/3
less than other UK citizens’.
“St Helenians are now British
citizens, and there can be little doubt
that their justifiable expectation is to
be treated in the same way as other
citizens of England and Wales,” the
ruling said.
SHG based its argument on the fact
that local wages are around 1/3 of UK
wages.

This argument was dismissed at
all stages of the case; by the Chief
Justice that heard the original case,
then by the UK Court of Appeals and
finally the UK’s highest court (the
Privy Council).
Rulings included that a “lower
wages” argument totally ignored
the immensely higher costs of living
and other vital factors; and that “it
would be discriminatory” to base
compensation for personal suffering
on wages alone, as “a poor person
suffered no less, and no more, than
a rich person.”

SHFC closes
As January turned into February,
the island said “so long and thanks
for all the fish” to the St Helena
Fisheries Corporation (SHFC).
The SHFC had for years operated
the island’s only fish factory – but
the doors closed Jan. 31, after SHG
decided it would no longer subsidise
the business.

Media attention
Two
videos
received
some
international attention in February.
Both were produced by people who
had visited St Helena within the
preceding months.
The short documentary ‘World’s
Most Useful Airport,’ which looked
at the establishment of the St Helena
Airport and the current situation
on St Helena, quickly gained over a
million views on YouTube.
Pro
mountain
biker
Martin
Zietsman visited St Helena in late
2019, and by February had posted
and was gaining a little traction on
a video of him mountain-biking
around well-known locations on the
island.
“Saint Helena is largely unknown to
the world,” producers Industry Nine
said. “Located 800 miles from the
closest landmass and situated in the
middle of the Southern Atlantic, the
tiny island feels like you’ve reached
the edge of the world.”

February
Millennium Forest 20-year
anniversary
2020 was the 20th anniversary of
the Millennium Forest.
The forest is one of the island’s
main centres for conservation.
The area was once a natural endemic
forest, before it was destroyed by
imported goats, but is now once
more the home of endemics like
gumwoods, ebonies and boxwoods.
Back in 2000, SHG invited
ideas about how to celebrate the
millennium, and the idea for the
Millennium Forest was born.
Dr Rebecca Cairns-Wicks put
forward the idea, and over the
following two decades the forest
grew into a hub for conservation.
Located in Longwood, overlooking
the St Helena Airport, the forest’s
20th anniversary could have been a
strong tourist point but for Covid-19.

March

St Helena Astronomy Club, Contributed

Look eastwards this month to
spot the constellation of Orion,
and its familiar three stars
forming the belt.
To the left of Orion look out for
Taurus (identified by a v-shape of
stars) and the fuzzy Pleiades star
cluster (the Seven Sisters).
To the other side of Orion, look
for the two brightest stars in the
sky, Sirius (the “dog” star in Canis
Major) and Canopus (forming the
top of Carina).
The New Moon will be Jan. 13,
making the middle of the month

2020: Year in Review
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Andromeda Galaxy are great to
look at using binoculars or a
telescope.
As the month moves on, those up
early in the morning will be able
to see the rising of the Southern
Cross. The Full Moon will come
Jan. 28.
The St Helena Astronomy Club’s
next stargazing evening will be
Tuesday, Jan. 12 from 8pm at
High Knoll Fort. All are welcome,
including kids.

Mounting subsidy going to Mantis

First hybrid car
The Sentinel in March interviewed
the island resident that imported St
Helena’s first hybrid car.
The hybrid was imported in January,
and was the second importation of
such an eco-friendly vehicle (the

first fully electric car imported a year
earlier).
The car in question was a 2011 Honda
CR Z 1.5 IMA Sport purchased and
imported by SHG’s Chief Economist,
Nicole Shamier.

It was announced Feb. 28 that SHG
would be paying £500,000 to cover
final construction costs for the Mantis
St Helena Hotel.
This was a possibility that LegCo
members in 2018 called a “significant
risk to government finances,” when
SHG issued a Guarantee that if St
Helena Hotel Development Ltd (its
wholly-owned company, in charge of
the hotel) could not itself pay back the
£500,000 loan, SHG would repay it.
A month after the loan-repayment
announcement, an audit report found
SHG had so far expended £5,853,000
on the hotel and said “Government is
not currently getting value for money
from its investment.”
Even before Covid, Mantis predicted
losses for at least two more years.

January

It is hoped that other equipment can be purchased inwww.sams.sh
future to help the
8
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April

Rockfall project begins

Hospital refurbishment audited
The refurbishment of the St Helena
General Hospital had a lack of
strong project management, “poor
standards of finish” and a lack of
contracts for its oxygen plant and lift
maintenance.
This was discussed in the Monday,
May 4 St Helena Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) meeting, when
the PAC was scrutinising issues with
the 2015-2017 refurbishment of the
General Hospital.
The PAC’s questions were based
on a Performance Audit Report
conducted by Audit St Helena.
“The project endured delays, scope
changes and cost increases, and its
economic case was not fully assessed,
but early indications suggest value
for money is being realised,” the
Chief Auditor wrote in a document
accompanying the December 2019
report.
Governance Reform Commission
hand-picked by Governor
SURE CE Christine Thomas;
Solomon’s General Manager of
Mercantile Martin Henry; PAC
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June

A month of light news
A number of lighter news stories
featured throughout April.
These included a 17lb sweet potato
having been grown by Larry Augustus
of Half Tree Hollow (photo below);
The St Helena National Trust having
discovered a turtle-nesting attempt
on our shores, the first in five years;
A “Secrets of St Helena” mobile
phone game being released by
environmental charities; and
SHG accidentally publishing a link
to an unlisted YouTube video of a
Taiwanese robot making bubble tea.
(The link was meant take people to
SHG’s Covid-19 Q&A webpage, and
its still unknown how or why this
happened.)

Helicopter
operations
began
in April, as part of the rockfall
protection project in Jamestown and
Rupert’s.
The project was carried out by
CAN France, the same company
that completed previous rockfall
protection on-island. The helicopter
helped take materials and equipment
to the cliffsides.
The project was completed later in
the year, ahead of schedule.

May

www.sams.sh

Chairman Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell;
Judicial Services Officer Belinda Piek;
and St Helena Independent editor
Vince Thompson were handpicked
by Governor Dr Philip Rushbrook
to form the island’s Governance
Commission.
Two unnamed “youth members”
were also to serve as part of the
Commission, which has been
supported by a Governor’s Office
secretariat and legal advisors from
the Attorney General’s Chambers.
The Governance Commission has
no formal powers, but has advised
the Governor and councillors on
the details of the two alternative
governance systems for St Helena
suggested by law professor Dr Jeremy
Sarkin.
The Governor’s Office said the
Governance Commission would have
just six meetings, but “may have a
significant influence on St Helena
for long into the future.” (Later, the
commission led ‘public engagement
sessions’ at government’s request
and the feedback – from about 100
people – formed a later statement
that the majority of residents in St
Helena were calling for a ministerial
form of government.)

Paul O’Sullivan/SHELCO
extension granted
“We don’t have that many
investors.”
This was the main reason the
Governor and ExCo members gave in
April for granting another five-year
extension to one of South African
businessman
Paul
O’Sullivan’s
various companies, for the proposed
hotel and golf resort at Broad Bottom
(formerly known as the SHELCO
development).
Although the LDCA recommended
a three-year extension, a letter from
Paul O’Sullivan pushed ExCo to go
against the recommendation. It was
said SHG “did not want to push him
away” because he was one of the
island’s only investors (he proclaims
he is the island’s biggest investor
after the UK government).
SHG hosted a press conference for the
PASH PPA signing, with the Connect
CEO present in person and the PASH
executive present via video link.

PASH PPA signed
St
Helena’s
largest
private
investment was secured Friday, May
29 between Connect St Helena and
international company PASH Global.
PASH that day signed a Power
Purchase Agreement (PPA) with
Connect, signing up to invest in
renewable energy storage and
production for St Helena.
At that point Connect was providing
about 24% of the island’s energy
needs through renewable energy
and the rest from diesel; but the
agreement aims to move the island
to 100% renewable energy.
Connect CEO Barry Hubbard said the
agreement was a historic moment.
Works were already underway, and
were estimated to save about 150,000
metric tons of carbon emissions and
boost St Helena’s reputation as a
climate-friendly island with “green
credentials.”

their committee.
Because the chairs of each of the five
committees
are the five members of
ExCo can now bypass committees
ExCo, this change means that the five
The island’s five ExCo members ExCo members granted themselves
voted to allow the five committee the power to bypass the rest of the 12
chairpersons – to allow themselves elected members in committee stage.
ExCo at the time was comprised of
– to bypass their own committees.
The change to the Council councillors Clint Beard (Education
Committees Orders & Directions & Employment), Cllr Russell Yon
allows the chairperson of each of the (Environment & Natural Resources),
Henry
(Economic
five council committees to bypass Lawson

Development), Derek Thomas (Public
Health) and Anthony Green (Social &
Community Development).
The rule allows committee members
who disagree with a Chair’s decision
to appeal; all appeals go to the
Governor, who sits as Chair of ExCo.
Cllr Anthony Green raised one
concern with the proposal, saying he
“wouldn’t want to see this as a way
to just get things through quickly.”

On Blackout Tuesday, Governor says Zulu memorial should also honour British colonial troops
‘Blackout Tuesday’ took over
international and social media on
June 2 – it was an effort in which
people posted blacked-out photos
and talked about issues like racism
and post-colonialism, to show global
support for the Black Lives Matter
movement.
On that day, in St Helena, Governor
Dr Philip Rushbrook requested that
the island’s first and only memorial
to the Zulu chiefs who died in exile
at St Helena and who were never
afforded gravesites, must also honour

July
Elections and investigation:
Interesting month for council

The regularly scheduled ExCo
elections took place in July –
nearly resulting in an early General
Election, as a fifth ExCo member at
first could not be found.
After all 12 councillors debated
and voted, four of the five
ExCo members retained their
membership while Cllr Russell
Yon resigned from ExCo and was
replaced by Cllr Cruyff Buckley.
The elections occurred while
the police were investigating
all councillors for “an apparent
unauthorised
disclosure
of
confidential
documents
by
someone in a position of trust” (at
request of the Governor, seemingly
related to ExCo’s closed-door deal
with fisheries investor PQ Trading).
On July 2 the investigation results
were passed from the police to the
Governor and returned no evidence
of the alleged leak.
Well
before
receiving
the
investigation’s
results,
the
Governor removed LegCo members’
ability to access ExCo documents
due to his suspicions of a leak.
Councillors voiced legal concerns
about, and significant opposition
to, the Governor’s actions.

the British troops who colonised and
suppressed them.
This remark was made in the
Executive Council (ExCo) meeting
Tuesday, June 2 when ExCo granted
planning permission for the Zulu
memorial to be placed near the top of
Jacob’s Ladder.
The memorial had been 11 years
in the making, and was intended to
honour the 25 Zulu chiefs who were
exiled to St Helena from 1907-1910,
after the Bambatha Rebellion. St
Helena Tourism began pushing to

erect the memorial after a 2009 visit
from 13 Zulu delegates who came to
conduct a memorial ritual for their
ancestors.
ExCo members gave support to the
Governor’s recommendation and
it became “official advice” meant
to be passed on to South Africa’s
Ministry for Arts & Culture, which
was drawing up the wording for the
memorial’s plaque.
This
“official
advice”
met
significant opposition from cultural
experts and historians.

Freedom of Information
scrapped
Freedom of Information was
applied to the island under the 2005
English Law Application, but was
quickly dis-applied.
In July, after nearly a decade of
starts and stops and roadblocks, the
government entirely scrapped works
to reintroduce this key legislation.
SHG never said who made the
decision that work should be
discontinued, but did say actual
Freedom of Information would be
“replaced” by a bill that would put
SHG’s current “Public Access to SHG
Information Code of Practice” into
law.

August

Solomons car theft sentenced

Mr Shagayeo Andrews was
sentenced
to
nine
months
imprisonment for his role in the
theft of a Solomon’s car, and more
than £3,500 contained within the
car, which shook the island in April
2019 and for additional crimes
committed while on bail.
Mr Andrews pled guilty to
charges that included Theft,
Driving Without Insurance, Driving
Without a Licence, Driving Over
the Prescribed Limit, Dangerous
Driving
and
Giving
False
Information to the Police.

New police custody suite
Ground was broken for the building
of St Helena’s first human rightscompliant police custody suite.
The new suite was to be constructed
at Police Headquarters (Coleman
House, Upper Jamestown) “at the
top end of the site, where the current
toilets are.”
The existing custody suite is located
within HM Prison and was found
“unsuitable” in a 2018 human rights
inquiry.
The new, purpose-built police
custody suite is being funded by the
UK’s Conflict, Stability & Security
Fund. The suite will have four cells, a
consultation room, a medical room,
an interview room, storage areas
and office space. All rooms will have
disabled access.
“This vital facility will enable a
safe and secure environment for
individuals whilst they are in Police
custody and reduce the risks incurred
when moving individuals between
different sites, with the new suite
being built on the grounds of the
current Police Station,” SHG said.
Originally, a new custody suite was
to be built alongside a new prison.
However, Executive Council in March
approved full planning permission
for the suite to be built instead at
Coleman House, as it would reduce
the funds required for the new prison.
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Full-time employment in St Helena

SHG employees

(*each dot represents 10
employees)

SHG potential staff cuts
SHG asked staff to prepare for
“organisational
redesign”
with
“potential for redundancies.”
SHG employed 738 people as of June
– 40% of the approximately 2,000
people in full-time employment in
St Helena.
SHG named six challenges that led
to the need for a “change:”
It is highly unlikely that UK aid will
increase;
Covid-19 is affecting the island;
There will likely be change next year

Police review report released
A 76-page report that reviewed
the services and efficiency of the
St Helena Police Service was in
October released to the public.
The
report
makes
14
recommendations and highlights
22 “areas for improvement.”
The
report,
produced
by
Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of
Constabulary and Fire & Rescue
Services, listed pros and cons of the
service. The report was split into
10 key areas that covered topics
like the capabilities and staffing
of the Emergency Control Room

to the island’s political governance
structure;
Service demands are changing,
meaning resources are no longer in
the right areas;
SHG could be more efficient; and
The island’s aging population is
putting greater demands on health
and social care (787 households as of
June were in receipt of Basic Island
Pension alone).
SHG said the aim is to streamline
and modernise.

November
Saintel - new comms company to
compete with SURE?

based on his ingredients, and his food
has been received very positively.
Since launch, the Consulate has been
noticeably busier on a day-to-day
basis than it had been in years.

A proposal for a new, not-forprofit internet company was put
forward by St Helena Chamber
of Commerce Vice President
Karl Thrower and connectivity
campaigner Christian Von Der
Ropp of A Human Right.
The potential company, named
Saintel, would aim to provide
“affordable,
reliable,
fast,
unlimited and discrimination-

Roy told The Sentinel he was using
the business as a stepping stone to
also offer catering and hopefully local
products like oven-ready handmade
lasagne and other locally produced
meals and foods that could be sold in
local shops.

Director of Health and Chief of Police posts change
Dr Roland Fasol, who had arrived
on the most recent flight and would
be serving for six months. Janet
Lawrence of the Airport Directorate
was Acting Director of Health “for
four weeks, to cover the time that Dr
Fasol is in quarantine and to support
his induction.”

Chief of Police David Lynch also
departed the island in September, the
public found out after his departure.
The Police Service’s David Price
was appointed Acting Chief of Police,
and SHG later said this would be
the arrangement for the foreseeable
future.

Napoleon 200 launches
The British Napoleonic Bicentenary
Trust on Thursday, Sept. 10 officially
launched its “Napoleon 200” project.
The project was the only “tangible”
outcome of a three-year, £120,000
External
Funding
Coordinator
contract awarded by SHG.
The launch was held virtually after
being delayed from May due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. The event lasted

October
Asylum seekers to be sent here?

St Helena gained an odd bit of
international attention in October
when it came out that the UK’s
Home Secretary Priti Patel had
considered building an asylum
processing centre on either
Ascension Island or St Helena.

just over an hour and by the next
morning had received 111 views.
Napoleon
200
is
dedicated
to commemorating the 200th
anniversary of Napoleon’s death in
St Helena.
“Napoleon 200 exists to consider
the significance of Napoleon’s death
in the 21st Century and to preserve
the built and cultural heritage of the

island,” the website says.
The British Napoleonic Bicentenary
Trust is a UK-registered charity that
SHG, alongside its hired External
Funding Coordinator, set up last year.
As of January 2021, the Trust has two
patrons (the Duke of Gloucester and
Jean-Christophe Prince Napoléon).

“Priti Patel asked officials to
explore the construction of an
asylum processing centre[…] for
migrants coming to Britain,”
Financial Times reported.
It appears these plans might
have been abandoned after initial
explorations, but no final decisions
seem to have been made.
Labour’s Shadow Home Secretary

Nick
Thomas-Symonds
said
“this ludicrous idea is inhumane,
completely impractical and wildly
expensive – so it seems entirely
plausible this Tory government
came up with it.”

Aerobility announces they’ll bring
a plane to the island

December

St Helena lost both its Chief of
Police and its Director of Health in
September.
Director of Health Ted Rayment had
to leave his post urgently and return to
Australia due to a family emergency –
SHG, after his departure, announced
it had recruited an interim director,
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September
Chef Roy’s opens
The
Sentinel
in
September
interviewed chef Roy Richards about
the restaurant that he had ‘softopened’ in August.
Chef Roy is well-known in St Helena
for his years of service on the RMS
and his time as head chef at Mantis
– but in August, he gave the island
a taste of something a bit different.
Chef Roy’s, located in the Consulate
Hotel, is the first restaurant business
Roy has simultaneously owned and
managed. He adjusts his menu daily,

www.sams.sh

Aerobility, a UK charity that
specialises in teaching people with
disabilities to fly, announced that it
will be bringing a plane to St Helena
to get people with disabilities flying.
A specially adapted aircraft will
be shipped to the island and an
Aerobility instructor will visit in
order to teach people how to fly.
Aerobility has four types of planes,
all fitted with specialised equipment
and controls.
Aerobility CEO Mike Miller-Smith
is a former commercial pilot who
became disabled in his twenties but
maintained his passion for flying.
The Aerobility website says that for
many people with disabilities, “just
that amazing first flight is enough
to change their outlook on disability
forever.”
Miller-Smith
announced
that
Aerobility would be helping St
Helena’s disabled persons reach new
heights at the SHAPE International
Day for Persons with Disabilities
event, which was held Dec. 3 at
Prince Andrew School.

and its response times; the quality
of record-keeping; and a lack of
policies and procedures.

free internet access to people and
businesses on St Helena.”
The company’s charges would be
only for cost recovery (as it would
not aim to make a profit).
All this would be done in order
to “unlock the submarine cable‘s
full socio-economic potential” by
creating a competitive market in
St Helena. In order to come into
life, though, SHG would need to
eliminate its signed-monopoly
contracting for communications
(for instance, by not renewing
SURE’s current exclusivity contract
when it expires next year).

New fuel company, Puma Energy

On Oct. 8, SHG announced that
since Oct. 1, a company named
Puma Energy (Aviation) SA had
been the island’s Interim Fuel
Management Contractor (and was
now responsible, under a twoyear contract, for all aviation fuel
management in St Helena).
Puma took over from Penspen
Ltd, which exited St Helena at the
end of September: The Penspen
contract had been terminated
after SHG failed to commission
the replacement BFI that formed a
major part of Penspen’s contract.
40 years of conservation

The 40th anniversary of terrestrial
conservation in St Helena – as
well as the 40th anniversary of
the rediscovery of the endemic
St Helena ebony – were both
celebrated in November.
To mark the occasion SAMS paired
up with Dr Rebecca Cairns-Wicks to
interview Norman Williams, about
his rediscovery, in the 1950s, of the
St Helena Redwood, an endemic
previously believed to be extinct.
The interview can still be viewed
on the SAMS YouTube channel.

Island’s first go-kart track opens
Motors rumbled and tyres screeched
as Acting Governor Greg Gibson
waved the symbolic chequered flag
to declare St Helena’s first go-kart
track officially open.
The track – named Scipioni Racing
– is located within the forest above
Sapper Way. It opens Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays from about
1pm, with bookings also available,
and costs about £10 for 15 laps.

Decorated soldier allowed to rejoin regiment while awaiting trial

Mr Alwen John Stevens, a soldier
who wears the Conspicuous
Gallantry Cross (second only
to the Victoria Cross) and who
was charged with four counts of
Making Threats to Kill during a
recent return visit to St Helena,
was in December allowed to return
to his regiment in the UK in time
for training and redeployment to
Afghanistan.
The charges related to an incident

in which Mr Stevens allegedly
threatened to kill four members of
staff at Rosie’s Taste 4 Life.
The
Chief
Magistrate
had
originally ruled Mr Stevens could
be granted bail while awaiting trial,
but could not depart the island.
The Supreme Court in December
overturned that decision and ruled
the trial could be held in the UK
under St Helena law.
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SAMS RADIO 1 SCHEDULE

TIME OUT

8-8:30pm: Comedy (Cabin Pressure)

8am-1pm: Saturday Show with Donna Crowie
3-5pm: Modern Country Chart with Donna Crowie
6-8pm: Eclectic Editions with Paul Gasteen
8-9:30pm: Comedy repeats (Cabin Pressure)
8am-1pm: Sunday Show with Andrew Turner
1pm: This Week in Interviews (EDC Chairperson Cllr Lawson
Henry, Maritime Compliance Policy Officer Mia Henry, and Aldhelm
Garner of the AG’s Chambers present information about the
Merchant Shipping Bill, 2020; and IEG members give an update on
the new home-isolation roaming security.)

BBC
World
Service
100.7 (Briars)
88.1 (High Knoll)
102.7 (Blue Hill)

7pm: Seventh Day service
7-10am: Sunrise with Andrew Turner
1-4pm: Luke Bennett

TUE. Jan. 12

8-8:30pm: Comedy (I’m Sorry, I’ll Read That Again)

Nicolas Cage
57 years old

8-11am: Sunrise with Donna Crowie

Lawson Henry, Maritime Compliance Policy Officer Mia Henry, and
Aldhelm Garner of the AG’s Chambers present information about
the Merchant Shipping Bill, 2020; and IEG members give an update
on the new home-isolation roaming security.)

5-7pm: Modern Country Chart with Donna Crowie

12:30-2:30pm: 1548 with Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell
4-7pm: Afternoon Drive with Luke Bennett
8-8:30pm: Comedy (I’m Sorry, I’ll Read That Again)

7-10am: Sunrise with Luke Bennett
12:30-2:30pm: 1548 with Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell
5-7pm: UK Chart Show with Donna Crowie

Reach us on 22727 or at news@sams.sh

Featured
this
week
Tune into SAMS Radio 1’s This
Week in Interviews show to
hear about shipping legislation
and new practices for monitoring
home isolation.
First, the Economic Development
Committee (EDC) Chairperson and
others will discuss key points within
the Merchant Shipping Bill, 2020.
SHG as of Wednesday had also
confirmed Incident Executive Group
members would be appearing on
both radio stations this week to give
an update ahead of Monday’s charter flight,
but had not scheduled a date or time. SHG had
said the update will include information about
the new roaming home-isolation security.

Local news and notices:
7am, 10am, noon, 2pm, 5pm, 7pm, 10pm

Book of
the Week
Public Library Service

3-5pm: UK Chart Show with Donna Crowie

10:30am: This Week in Interviews (EDC Chairperson Cllr

THU. Jan. 14

Bringing you the

www.sudokuoftheday.com

5-7pm: Afternoon Drive with Andrew Turner

WED. Jan. 13

MON. Jan. 11

SUN. Jan. 10

SAT. Jan. 9

FRI. Jan. 8

Streaming live via www.sams.sh/radio.html

Sudoku

102.7 (Jamestown) • 90.5 (High Knoll) • 105.1 (Sunberry) • 105.3 (Blue Hill)

Today’s famous birthday

colour me

SAMS Radio 1

1-4pm: Luke Bennett
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Policeman pays for family’s Christmas dinner instead of
charging them for shoplifting
A US police officer called to charge two women for shoplifting
instead paid for them to have Christmas dinner with their
children.
Officer Matt Lima was called to a supermarket in
Massachusetts on Dec. 20, by security guards who saw two
women with two young children not scanning all of their shopping
at the self-checkout.
There were numerous items missing from their receipt and
they were told to wait inside for the police. When Mr Lima
arrived, he took one woman aside to talk to her while supermarket staff distracted the children. He found
out they had fallen on hard times and tried to steal so they could give the children Christmas dinner. When
he saw the items they were trying to steal were all food, he decided to not charge them.
“The two children with the women reminded me of my kids, so I had to help them out,” he said.
“Obviously, this family was in need.”
The officer handed them a notice not to trespass and then bought them £178 worth of gift cards, with his
own money, so they could get food for Christmas.

In a Shepherd’s Bush bedsit, Amelia
White dreams of being a reporter.
The closest she’s come is selling
advertising in the local paper.
Until the fateful day she stumbles
on a truly shocking scoop.
Round the corner from her home,
she discovers the body of a murder
victim, dumped among the rubbish.
When the police and reporters
descend, Amelia is horrified at the
assumptions made and lies soon
to be spread about this poor young
woman.
Determined to protect the victim
from these smears and help her
grieving family, she convinces her
paper’s editor to allow her to take up
her pen and tell the true story.
But when another body is found
and the police investigation stalls,
Amelia - uncovering new witnesses
and suspects in her search for clues
- discovers that she may be the only
one with any chance of learning the
truth and stopping more killings.
If only she can work out who the
liar is . . .

Please reserve by contacting
the following:Telephone Number: 22580
Email: publiclibrary@helanta.
co.sh.
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NOTICE BOARD

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul

Saturday
9:30 hrs -Sabbath School
Programme
10:00 hrs -Bible Lesson Study
11:00 hrs - Divine Service
Every Wednesday
1930 – 2030 Prayer Meeting
All are Welcome
For further information contact:
Pastor Paul Millin Tel No 22267

BAPTIST CHURCH
Sunday Service
10th January
Sandy Bay Chapel
8.45 am
Head O’Wain Chapel
10.45 am
Jamestown Chapel
6.00 pm
Sunday Services
Sandy Bay Chapel 8.45 am
Head O’Wain Chapel 10.45 am
Jamestown Chapel 6.00 pm
Sunday School in recess for the school
holidays, chidren still welcome to the
services.
Bible Studies
Tuesday 12th January
Baptist School Room 7.00 pm
Thursday 14th January
Sandy Bay Chapel 5.30 pm
Blue Hill Community Centre 7.30 pm
Kids Adventure Club:
Will commence 23rd January.
ALL ARE WELCOME
For further information contact:
Tel No 22388 or 24644

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org
“O My Servant!
Abandon not for that which perisheth
an everlasting dominion, and cast not
away celestial sovereignty for a worldly
desire. This is the river of everlasting
life that hath flowed from the wellspring of the pen of the merciful; well is
it with them that drink.”
		 - Baha’i Scripture
DEVOTIONAL MEETING
BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods
8pm
THURSDAY EVENINGS
ALL ARE WELCOME
Telephone 24342

8.00a.m.

Sunday 10th January – Baptism of the Lord
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul

Sung Eucharist/Junior Church

Cathedral

th

9.30p.m.
11.00a.m.
5.30p.m.
9.00a.m.

Sunday 10 January – Baptism
the Lord
Eucharist
StofMartin
8.00a.m.
Sung Eucharist/Junior Church
Cathedral
Sung Eucharist/Junior Church
St Andrew
9.30p.m.
Eucharist
St Martin
Choral Evensong
Cathedral

11.00a.m.
Eucharist/Junior Church
Thursday 14 Sung
January
5.30p.m.
Choral Evensong
Eucharist
Arabia
Thursday 14 January

St Andrew
Cathedral

of St James
9.00a.m. The ParishEucharist

Arabia

The Parish of St James
Sunday 10th January – Baptism of the Lord

9.30am

Sung Eucharist/Junior Church

St John

th

Sunday 10 January – Baptism of the Lord

7.00p.m.

January
9.30am Thursday 14 Sung
Eucharist/Junior Church
Reserved Sacrament with
St John
Healing
Thursday 14 January
7.00p.m.
Reserved Sacrament with

St John

St John

Healing
The Parish of
St Matthew
Sunday 10th January – Baptism of the Lord
The Parish of St Matthew

11.15a.m.

Sung Eucharist/Junior Church

St Mark

Sunday 10th January – Baptism of the Lord

11.15a.m.
Sung Eucharist/Junior Church
Tuesday 12 January
7.00p.m.

St Mark

7.00p.m.

Reserved Sacrament

Trainee Operator

Laura Yon,
On-Island Fuel Manager
(Aviation),
on telephone number: 25662

or via email address:
aviationmanager.solomons@helanta
.co.sh
Application forms may be collected
from Solomons Reception Desk, in
the Main Office Building, Jamestown
or alternatively an electronic copy
can be requested via e-mail
address: hradmin@solomons.co.sh
and should be completed and
returned to Miss Daryl Legg, Human
Resources Officer,
Solomons Office, Jamestown,
By 12

Reserved Sacrament
St Mark
Tuesday 12 January

Solomon & Company (St Helena) Plc
has a Vacancy for a

For further information,
including the Company’s
attractive benefits package,
please contact

January 2021

Within the Agencies Department

Job Outline
Train with the fuel management team to become qualified in aircraft refuelling and all associated
maintenance requirements.
Interested Persons Should:
Have GCSE grade C and above in English, Maths and Science
 Be willing to undertake further training
 Be computer literate and confident with all Microsoft applications
 Hold a valid drivers’ licence (J4 desirable)
Be available to work additional hours to attend unscheduled or emergency aircraft





Salary will start at £10,464.72 per annum, (£872.06 per month)
depending on qualifications and experience

St Mark

GladTidings
OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Prayer Meeting on
Saturday 9th January
at 8:30am at the home
of Anthony and Elaine
Hopkins at Sapperway.
Praise and Worship
Service on Sunday 10th
January at 11am at
No 3 UNIT Longwood
Enterprise Park.
Kidz Zone (Sunday
School) at 11:30am
Cell Meetings:
On Tuesday 12th January
at Cape Villa
On Wednesday 13th
January at No 3 Unit
Longwood Enterprise
Park.
The DVD rental, Quality
seconds Clothing Shop
and Christian book shop
will be open on Saturday
9th January at 10am –
12pm
All are welcome. For
Further information
contact 62552 or 23249
or 25324.

Glad Tidings magazine will help
you understand the Bible and
how God’s plan for His future
Kingdom on earth will affect
you. If you would like it delivered FREE for 6 months - fill in
these details and send them to the
address below.
Your Name (BLOCK CAPITALS please)
___________________________________________________________________

Address

________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

______________________________________

Country ___________________

Write for the offer to:
CBM, C/o Apartment 9, Scarlet Oak, 911-913
Warwick Rd,Solihull,
UK,B91 3EP

VACANCIES FOR MILLENNIUM FOREST CONSERVATION ASSISTANTS
The St Helena National Trust has been successful in securing short-term funding from the Darwin Initiative in the Covid-19
Rapid Response Round for “Native Plants for Biodiversity”. We are therefore looking to recruit 3 x Conservation Assistants
at the Millennium Forest, starting as soon as possible and ending on the 31 March 2021.
Applicants must have an interest in conserving St Helena’s valuable biodiversity and be willing to learn and ‘get stuck in’.
Experience of working with plant propagation, invasive species or St Helena’s endemic species will be strongly favoured.
The Trust is an independent non-governmental organisation driven by a passion for St Helena and our built, cultural, and
natural heritage. We have a strong emphasis on team-work and collaboration and believe that our staff are the greatest
asset that we have.
If you feel you could contribute to the Trust and would like to join a team passionate about seeing good things happen on
St Helena then we want to hear from you.
For further information on these posts please contact Martina Peters, Head of Conservation on 22307 or email martina.peters@trust.org.sh.
A full job description can be obtained from Amanda Constantine at the Trust office, Broadway House, Jamestown. Alternatively email
amanda.constantine@trust.org.sh or call 22190. Applications should be in the form of a CV and cover letter indicating how you meet the requirements
of the job description.

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS: Monday, 18 JANUARY @ 16:00
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MAIN BRANCH, WHARF KIOSK AND REMOTE BANKING - JANUARY 2021
Main Branch
Monday to Friday

08:45 - 15:00

Saturday

08:30 - 12:30

ROAMING SECURITY FOR HOME QUARANTINE

Wharf Kiosk

Following the arrival of the repatriation flight, due Monday, 11 January 2021, the
majority of arrivals to St Helena will go into home quarantine for a period of 14 days
at a property pre-approved by a Proper Officer.

Thursday and Friday

A Roaming Security Team (RST) will be in place to monitor compliance with
quarantine rules and regulations through a 24hr roaming security service.

Saturday

16 January

08:45 – 12:30

Saturday

23 January

08:45 – 12:30

Saturday

30 January

08:45 – 12:30

Remote Banking

This RST will commence security duties following the arrival of next week’s flight.
The roaming security remit is as follows:
•

•

•

•

Security officers will visit and observe each quarantined property from outside
of the properties marked boundary. During visits they will check, either
visually or via phone call, whether those persons in home quarantine are
complying with quarantine rules. These checks will be done at random times
throughout the day.
Security officers will make a call to every home under quarantine at least once
a day to ascertain all are well and are abiding with quarantine regulations.
The Health Directorate will also continue to do regular health checks.
If, at any time, the RST believes there has been a breach of quarantine they
will contact St Helena Police immediately. Security officers will not attempt to
restrain or make physical contact with any persons in breach of quarantine.
The RST will liaise with Health officials and the Police throughout the entire
period of quarantine.
The RST officers will provide 24hr security detail for the entire period of
quarantine, including any extension to a quarantine period for individuals as
instructed by a Proper Officer

#StHelena #HomeQuarantine #RoamingSecurity
https://www.facebook.com/StHelenaGovt/
https://twitter.com/StHelenaGovt
SHG
6 January 2021

Thursday

21 January

09:30 – 13:00

HTH Supermarket

Monday

25 January

10:00 – 13:00

Longwood Enterprise Park

Tuesday

26 January

09:30 – 14:00

T. +290 22390 · F. +290 22553 · email. info@sainthelenabank.com · web www.sainthelenabank.com
Established and regulated under the Financial Services Ordinance, 2008, the Financial Services Regulations,
2017 and the Company Ordinance, 2004

@sainthelenabank

Bank of St Helena Ltd

PUBLIC NOTICE
VACANCY Care Assistants
A great care assistant is kind, patient and respectful. Could this be you?
Come and join our team . We are looking for Care Assistants to join us at the Community Care Centre. If you looking for a job where no two days are the
same, you want to come into work knowing you're able to make people feel respected and living their best lives then we would love to hear from you!

The post-holder must have the
following qualifications and experience




Further details on the successful contractor to operate the roaming security will be
given through an IEG Radio Update this week (listen out for this on local radio
stations).

ANRD, Scotland

Head Office: Market Street · Jamestown · St Helena Island · STHL 1ZZ



While the RST will operate on a 24hr basis, the community are still asked to report
any concerns or suspicions of a potential breach of quarantine to St Helena Police.

09:00 – 14:30




Functional Skills Literacy and Numeracy at entry level 1,
Willingness to engage in appropriate training to enhance skills and
knowledge in caring for adults/children with disabilities and the
elderly
An ability to be flexible and adaptable to meet the needs of our
residents
The ability to work well as part of a team
A positive, friendly and proactive attitude

Salary
for this post is Grade B commencing at £6,890 per annum as per the
Social Care Cadre
For further information about the duties of the post and a copy of the job
profile, interested persons should contact Michelle Clingham, Head of Care,
Community Care Centre on telephone number 23039 or email:
michelle.clingham@sainthelena.gov.sh
Drop in sessions can also be arranged through Michelle if you’d like to
experience a walk through of the Centre to learn more about the role.

Application forms are available from
Corporate Human Resources and on the SHG website at:
www.sainthelena.gov.sh/vacancies and should be
submitted through Directors, where applicable,
to Emma Piek, Human Resources Assistant, The Castle or e-mail
recruitment@sainthelena.gov.sh
by no later than 4pm on Tuesday, 19 January 2021.

SHG positively accepts applications from all members of the community regardless of race, gender, disability, age, sexual orientation,
religion or belief, and will consider all applications on the basis of merit, in accordance with the person specification. All disabled
applicants
meeting
the
minimum
criteria
listed
in
the
job
profile
will
be
guaranteed
an
interview.
All appointments are subject to the successful candidate providing satisfactory clearances, including a medical check and vetting/DBS clearance.
SHG reserves the right to have information provided on the application form independently verified.
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INVITATION TO TENDER
The Programme Management Unit of Corporate Finance
are seeking the services of individuals who are able to
provide ad-hoc Site Supervisory Support to the Economic
Development Investment Programme (EDIP) Team.
Such services will initially be required for the site
supervision of the construction works as part of the
Rupert’s Cargo Handling Facility project as well as the
supervision of the proposed rehabilitation of Side Path
and Field Road.
Individuals who are interested and want to find out
more, can contact Mr Richard Wotton, EDIP Chartered
Engineer on Tel 25805 or email richard.wotton@
sainthelena.gov.sh.
Copies of the tender documentation can be obtained
from
Miss Shelley Thomas
Programme Management Unit
The Castle
Jamestown
Telephone No: 22470 or email shelley.thomas@
sainthelena.gov.sh
Signed Tenders should be submitted in a sealed
envelope, clearly marked ‘Site Supervisory Support –
EDIP’, and placed in the tender box located in the Main
Castle Foyer, Jamestown, by 12 noon, Tuesday 12 January,
2021.
Interested parties should note that this opportunity is
not being advertised overseas.
15 December 2020

21

EXTENDED DEADLINE
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST – Construction of
a New Meteorological Operations Building at
Lower Bottom Woods
The Saint Helena Government has
extended the deadline for the above
procurement, to Tuesday 12 January
2021.
For further information, please contact
the Project Manager, Mr Mark Plato
on telephone 22270 or email mark.
plato@sainthelea.gov.sh or the Met
Station Manager, Mr Lorimar Bennett
on telephone 24785/24422 or email
metoffice.901@helanta.co.sh .
The closing date by which Expressions
of Interest are to be submitted is
12noon on Tuesday, 12th January 2021
and should be addressed to Miss Tiffany
Lawrence (Procurement Officer), at
Essex House, Jamestown.

JOB
VACANCY
THORPE’S JAMESTOWN SHOPS
--------------------------------------------

TILL/SHOP ASSISTANT
PART TIME / FULL TIME
This role involves shelf stocking, using an epos till and
dealing with customers.
• Free home to duty transport
• Attractive leave and sick leave package
• Starting/Training salary at £3.40 per hour (£523.60
per month)
• Salary to increase considerably with proficiency in
the job role and further increases with time spent in
the company.
• Opportunity to progress to higher position at a
higher pay rate

Unplug your phone
from the charger
(and the charger
from the wall) when
your phone is fully
charged.

Contact: Edward Thorpe or Carol Yon Tel: 22781,
email: admin@thorpes.sh or come and see us in our office above
Thorpe’s grocery shop

INVITATION TO TENDER

INVITATION TO TENDER
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS NETWORKS AND
SERVICES LICENCE

MANAGEMENT OF THE LAUNDRY SERVICES
Reference: CASC-0433-SHG

ROAD CLOSURE IN HALF TREE HOLLOW

St Helena Government (SHG) has released
their tender for the Public Communications
Networks and Services Licence.
Full documentation and the specifications
can be found on the SHG e-procurement
system which can be accessed via: https://
in-tendhost.co.uk/sainthelena
following
registration on the system.
User guides are available via the ‘Supplier
Information’ tab to assist prospective
suppliers registering on the e-procurement
system.
Any questions in the interim should be
addressed to the Procurement Office for the
attention of Deputy Head of Procurement,
Nicola Young via email: nicola.young@
sainthelena.gov.sh.
The deadline for submissions is 12 noon
(GMT) on Friday, 26 February 2021.

St Helena Government is seeking an
Invitation to Tender for the Management
of the Laundry Service.
Full documentation and the specifications
can be found on the Saint Helena
Government e-procurement system which
can be accessed via https://in-tendhost.
co.uk/sainthelena following registration on
the system.
User guides are available via the “Supplier
Information” tab to assist prospective
suppliers registering on the e-Procurement
system.
Any questions in the interim should be
addressed to the Procurement Office for the
attention of Deputy Head of Procurement,
Nicola Young, on email: nicola.young@
sainthelena.gov.sh.
The deadline for submissions is 12.00
GMT on the Friday, 29 January 2021.

Connect Saint Helena Ltd are continuing to upgrade the water network upgrade in Half
Tree Hollow. As a result, the road near Mr Chris George’s residence to the corner of Mr
Leslie Robinson’s residence will be closed to the public from Monday, 11th January 2021
to Monday, 1st February 2021 from 9am to 3pm on weekdays only.

Reference: CS-0436-SHG

SHG
29 December 2020

SHG
7 January

Residents who live along this road will have access to and from their properties, and
emergency vehicles. Drivers are asked to drive carefully and expect some delays.
Signage will be in place to notify pedestrians and vehicular traffic of the road closure.
Connect Saint Helena Ltd thanks the public for their cooperation during this road closure.

05 January 2021
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)
ST HELENA PREPAREDNESS UPDATE

PUBLIC NOTICE
VACANCY Classroom Instructor (Agriculture)
Do you have a passion to develop our youth in the field of Agriculture, have excellent oral and written communication skills with an excellent command of the English Language? If so, we are looking for a Classroom Instructor
(Agriculture) to join our team at Prince Andrew School, to develop knowledge and skills in vocational education,
primarily agriculture in the primary and secondary sector. The post requires you to have the ability to relate effectively with a wide range of individuals and to be a team player.

The following are essential…
 GCSE in English & Maths at grade C or

above or equivalent
 A minimum of 3 years relevant experience

in working with children within a school
context, demonstrating the ability to carry out teaching/instructing duties
 A minimum of 3 years relevant experience

in Agriculture or a related field

SHG positively accepts

applications

from all members of the community regardless of race, gender, disability, age, sexual
orientation, religion or belief, and will consider all applications on the basis of merit, in
accordance with the person specification. All
disabled applicants meeting the minimum
criteria listed in the job profile will be guaranteed an interview.
Please note that the successful applicant will
need to be available for an immediate start.

Salary for this post is in Grade I1 commencing at £9,259 per
annum.
For further information about the duties of the post and
a copy of the job profile, interested persons should contact
Penelope Bowers, Head Teacher Prince Andrew School on
telephone number 24290 or e-mail:
Penelope.bowers@princeandrew.edu.sh

Application forms, which are available from Corporate

Human Resources and the Education & Employment Directorate or on the SHG website at: www.sainthelena.gov.sh/
vacancies should be submitted through Directors where applicable, to Emma Piek, Human Resources Assistant, The Castle or
email recruitment@sainthelena.gov.sh by no later than Friday,
8th January 2021.

********************

All appointments are subject to the successful candidate providing satisfactory clearances, including a medical
check and vetting/DBS clearance. SHG reserves the right to
have information provided on the application form independently verified.

•
•
•
•

New Coronavirus Variant in the United Kingdom
Update on January’s Repatriation Flight
Restricted Access to St Helena Sea Port from 5 January 2021
PPE Refresher Training for Airport Staff

The Incident Executive Group (IEG) met on Thursday, 31 December 2020, to review St Helena COVID-19
preparedness in light of the new coronavirus variant in the United Kingdom.
New Coronavirus Variant in the United Kingdom
A new coronavirus variant has been identified in the United Kingdom. Though much is unknown about
this new variant, early evidence suggests it is more transmittable than earlier variants of the virus. Because
of this, the majority of new cases of COVID-19 in the UK are likely caused by this variant. Research and
monitoring is ongoing, but there is no evidence yet that suggests higher virulence (ability to cause harm).
This variant can be identified through the PCR Test Kits being used to test for COVID-19 on St Helena.
This means the effectiveness of testing regimes on-Island remains unchanged. Ongoing work and research
is currently taking place globally to provide further evidence around testing and vaccination. The Health
Directorate is keeping informed with any updates and is in close discussion with Public Health England for
advice.
January Repatriation Flight
The January repatriation flight, operated by Titan Airways, is due to arrive to St Helena during the week
commencing Monday, 11 January 2021. It is important to note that repatriation flights are for essential travel
only.
Essential travel means returning residents (whose primary residence is St Helena) and their dependants
and those coming for essential work or business, like critical health workers, and their dependants can travel
to St Helena. Holidaymakers will not be granted permission to travel to the Island. A maximum limit of 50
seats has been set for arrivals from the United Kingdom, exclusive of transit passengers, and are prioritised
accordingly.
With most of the UK currently in lockdown, the risk of an infected person travelling to the Island is reduced.
All protocols and procedures for arriving passengers are still current, which includes passengers being tested
on arrival and required to undergo 14 days of quarantine to further reduce an already low risk. Passengers
will only be released from the requirement to quarantine if they test negative for COVID-19 on Day 14.
Restricted Access to St Helena Sea Port
With COVID-19 cases on the rise again (South Africa and globally) and travel restrictions being put in place
in many countries, a decision has been made by the IEG that travel to St Helena will only be permitted for
limited purposes at this time. In keeping with the earlier decision that January’s repatriation flight should be
for essential purposes only, passenger access by sea will now also only be permitted to specified categories.
This means that the only persons who will be allowed to enter the Island via sea or air will be:
• Saints and their dependants
• Long term entry permit holders and their dependants
• Those in the service of the Crown in right of the Government of St Helena and their dependants
This restricted access by sea will come into effect from Tuesday, 5 January 2021.
While this will mean that tourists arriving on visiting yachts will not be allowed to come ashore, St Helena
will still honour its international obligations.
PPE Refresher Training
The wearing of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is one of the strongest defences an individual can take
to protect themselves from any risk of infection – this is essential for frontline staff like health workers and
carers.
To ensure that staff are continuously aware of the correct ways to use and remove PPE, a refresher training
session will take place on 8 January 2021 for all Airport staff ahead of the arrival of January’s repatriation
flight.
#StHelena #COVID-19 #IEG #Update
SHG
31 December 2020
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St Helena Golf Club

T

he last competition of 2020 – the
monthly medal competition – took place
Sunday, Dec. 27. The event attracted 21
players.
The overall performance was impressive,
with seven players returning scores in the
60s. After all scores were tallied, captain
Bramwell Lumukwana, playing off 13
handicap, demonstrated that he was in
charge by leading from the front with a

St Helena
Cricket
Association
fixtures
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convincing margin of net 6 under par 62.
He won the medal and first prize, beating
his nearest competitor Tony Green, who
seemed to have found his form in time for
the year’s end by scoring net 66 to win
second prize. Vice-captain John Colclough
and Larry Legg tied for third place with net
67. On a count-back Larry Legg took third
place.
In the two-ball pool category Brian Fowler
and Nicholas Stevens both birdied the 5th to
share the balls.
Prizes were presented by ladies captain
Helena Stevens.
The club wishes to thank our sponsor,
who has asked to remain anonymous, for
his continued spon-sorship of the last
monthly medal competition of the year for
the past couple of years.
A week later, the first competition of 2021
took place on Sunday, Jan. 3.
It was anticipated that following the
festive season some golfers would want
time out to recover – that might explain
why only 17 golfers took part in the first

Sat, Jan. 9
9am:
Western A Mustangs v Sandybay Pirates
1:30pm:
Cobras v Woodpeckers

event of the year, which was a Par 3
Strokeplay competition. Three-eighths of
the full handicap was applied.
After winning the last official event
of 2020, captain Bramwell Lumukwana
continued his winning streak. He won the
first event of 2021 with net 58, three strokes
ahead of his nearest competitor, Larry Legg,
who scored net 61 to win second prize.
In the two-ball pool category Jeffrey
Stevens (Foxy) scored two birdies to share
the balls with Paddo Johnson, who had one
birdie.
Prizes were presented by ladies captain
Helena Stevens.
We wish to express our gratitude to Tony
Duncan for sponsoring the event.
Next Sunday, Jan. 10 the club will host an
18-hole Stableford competition sponsored
by the club. It will be a normal tee-off at
12:00. Registration closes on Saturday, Jan.
9 at 15:00.
We wish you all a very happy, new and
prosperous year.
Happy swinging…!

Sun, Jan. 10
9am:
Jamestown Heat v Lions
1:30pm:
Levelwood Allstars v
Challengers

Dog rescued from tiny ledge on cliff beneath Friar
Emma Weaver, SAMS

A

n epic rescue of a lost dog took place
Tuesday afternoon.
Rosie had been missing since 11:30pm
New Year’s Eve – she was one of at least
five dogs who went missing after being
scared by fireworks over the holidays.
Community members had been searching
for Rosie for the past five days before she
was discovered on a tiny ledge of the sheer
cliff face underneath the Friar.
On Tuesday, Fire & Rescue Service and
Veterinary Section employees rescued
Rosie, who is now safe and well.
Vet Joe Hollins’ first real clue to where
Rosie might be, was gained from a phone
call from Heather and Arthur Timm. On
Monday, they told Joe they could hear a dog
howling in Lemon Valley.
Joe went to the spot and spent hours
listening for the howls, but the dog had
fallen silent.
“With four days and no water I knew the
dog would only have a day or two left before
becoming comatose,” Joe told The Sentinel.
“It did actually rain, and that might have
helped.
“I went back down and sat through into
the silence of dusk (bar fairy terns) for two
hours, straining my ears, but nothing.”
On Tuesday, the Timms again heard the
howls, but weaker.
“We rushed down [to Lemon Valley],

I shot down the path, Ken and Rico went
up to the chapel with binoculars,” Joe said.
“The further I went down, the more I could
hear whimpering, but high.
“So I left the path and started to climb,
using bits of vegetation and finding
scrambles up through mini escarpments.
The further I went the more I could hear
whimpering[…] I went higher and further
until I reached the sheer rock face under the
Friar itself.
“Then I heard a growl and a bark, and
looking up, could see her black head peering
down at me way above, but on a tiny ledge.”
Joe went back to the Fire & Rescue team,
and led them to the Friar from the Guinea
Grass side, which Joe had trekked a few

times. Only one of the Fire & Rescue team
had ever been to the Friar, years ago.
“They were very professional, excellent.
We set off in a long line, about 10 of us, they
carrying all their belay ropes etc.
“When we got there, I couldn’t see her
[when I was] peering over the ledge. Jason
went down over the precipice and shouted
‘I can see her,’ on a ledge about 20 metres
down and intact.
“How? It’s amazing. There was a half
dead shrub there that might have stopped
her going all the way.”
Three of the rescue crew then roped
around the foot of the Friar, made it down
to Rosie, and eventually hauled her up.
“We gave her a drink and I took her back
along the ridge, then fed and watered her
overnight. She’s fine. Lovely dog and very,
very happy to see us! I hope she lives a long
life now.”
But unfortunately, Rosie was far from
the only dog that ran away after being
frightened by fireworks over the holidays.
Joe said he knows of about five dogs total
who went missing over the festive period.
“I was called to rescue a scared dog
at 10.30pm Christmas Day (reunited via
microchip next day), and Boxing Day, and I
know of two others that went missing plus
Rosie,” Joe said.
“The message really is, fireworks need
to be announced so that owners can secure
their pets.”

Photos: The rescue team at the Friar (near Rosemary Plain and above Lemon Valley).

