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Births

Deaths

Name: Rocco Alex Mark Henry
Born: 07/01/2021

Name: Mabel Elizabeth Yon
Died: 06/01/2021
Age: 92

Name: Alydia Adele Clingham
Born: 13/01/2021

Name: Noreen Ethel Stevens
Died: 17/01/2021
Age: 86

Name: Cheryl-Lee Christianne
Midwinter-Williams
Born: 21/01/2021

Name: Marjorie Ellen Lawrence
Died: 21/01/2021
Age: 97
Name: Marjorie Doreen Peters
Died: 26/01/2021
Age: 97
Name: Lionel Theodore Crowie
Died: 29/01/2021
Age: 88

Dear Editor,
Our Medical Experience in the
United Kingdom during the
pandemic Dec 2nd 2020 – 11th
Jan 2021.
December 2nd 2020 8am on our
way to the United Kingdom by
Direct flight just a short stop on
the way via Africa to fuel.
One 12 hour flight later and
by 9pm we landed at Stansted
London; “wow” times is sure
changing for us Islanders. The
flight was awesome, wearing a
mask wasn’t but it had to be done.
We were feeling excited about
having a break from the island,
which can be a bit claustrophobic;
and sad to leave our loved ones
during the Christmas period. More
than anything though, scared to
be going into a Pandemic!
11pm we arrived at Castle Maine
House London where we were was
greeted with a welcome smile that
lights up a big room and an elbow
bump greeting by my Brother
Nigel Henry who is Pascal’s
Uncle. He was our Guardian Angel
for the next six weeks of our stay
in the United Kingdom.
The first few days were hard
trying to get used to not leaving
the house without a mask, a lot of
Sanitize in the pocket, keeping our
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COMMENT
In the formal LegCo on Jan. 29
I was for the second time deeply
saddened by how our elected
representatives are being gagged
from speaking out by the Standing
Orders.
I am not referring to Cllr Scipio’s
comments about ExCo. Instead, I’m
talking about the fact that both Cllr
Scipio and Cllr Jeffrey Ellick were
stopped by the Attorney General
and Speaker of the House from
discussing actions of the Governor.
How can we claim to be anything
but a colony if a UK representative,
appointed without any input from
the island to be the holder of our
highest office, is legally exempt
from any kind of evaluation or
criticism by elected members?
This is especially poignant when
this Governor has made such
a public spectacle of accusing
those same councillors of being
a “disgrace” and of lying to the
public when they were helping
their constituents to facilitate
peaceful protests against home
quarantine.
The simple fact is that the
Governor is not perfect. No one
is perfect. “Checks and balances”
exist in democracies for a reason.
It is only fair that elected members
be allowed to call to attention the
Governor’s actions, as holding
leaders to account is the very
foundation of a democracy.
As we move forward with
governance reform its very
disheartening to see that for
all the talk of progress and a
“relationship” with the UK, that
in reality the relationship remains
majorly unchanged from the days
when St Helena was just another
red dot on the map of the British
Empire.
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distance from people. Especially
those without their mask, make
sure the groceries were wrapped
in plastic and sanitized before
putting them away; washing your
hands regularly, washing your
mask and your clothes once you
are back inside for the fear of
catching Covid 19. It was horrible
to have to do that every time we
left the flat. Not very nice at all.
Our Wait for the operation on
Pascal at Great Ormond street
Hospital for children was very
quick, which was due to having
Mrs. Kedell Worboys, St Helena
Government UK Representative,
for getting things moving on that
side. Kedell kept us up to date,
helping us in every way she could,
we were very lucky to have her
help and support, she deserves a
medal.
Consultant
Cardiologist
Dr
Martin Lowe PHD FRCP and the
nurses in Walrus ward at GOSH
who looked after Pascal very well;
many thanks to them.
Pascal my son was diagnosed
with Wolff Parkinson White
Syndrome by Dr. Charles who was
on the Island for a few months,
he left a week after his diagnosis
of Pascal’s condition.
Dr. Mbaie and Dr. Karma, the
Nurses Helen Lawrence, and to

everyone at the Hospital in St
Helena who had some dealing
with us: I can’t thank you enough!
Pascal has his health back can
have a normal life because of you
all.
We arrived back on the 11th Jan
two weeks isolating in our own
home, we loved it happy to be
back home on St Helena safe and
mask free.
Thank you, and all the best to
you all.
Sandie Coates & Pascal Walters

THE CONSTITUENT
In the year 1890 on the 18th
April there must have been an
intense silence in Jamestown as
the island was overcome by the
deepest sadness for the loss of life
within the local community.
The thundering noise of the
huge rocks tumbling
down
the hillside the day before and
crushing property and destroying
precious lives, would have left
our ancestors numb with a shock
that the community of St Helena,
and in particular the residents
of
Jamestown,
had
never
experienced before.
‘ABOVE AND ON EITHER
SIDE
OF
THIS
SPOT
THERE
FELL ON THE 17TH APRIL 1890
ABOUT 1500 TONS OF ROCK
KILLING INSTANTLY
SARAH SAMUEL 47, JOHN
SAMUEL 14,
THOMAS SAMUEL 1, CAROLINE
SAMUEL 36,
THOMAS
PETERS
60,
ELIZABETH PETERS 48,
WILLIAM BOWERS 45, EDWARD
COOPER 59
AND JAMES JOHNSON 13.
INJURING 12
OTHER PERSONS, WRECKING 14
HOUSES
AND CARRYING AWAY LARGE
PORTIONS OF THIS ROAD.’
Records inform us that a
‘Rockfall Memorial Fountain’ was
erected in Lower Jamestown to
honour the dead, but apparently
the
fountain
mysteriously

disappeared sometime in the
late 1940s. Although the facts
behind the disappearance are
unknown, the disrespect for
those who experienced such
frightening and horrific death is
incomprehensible.
On the 17th April 2021, the people
of St Helena may want to establish
a, long overdue, replacement
Rockfall Memorial Fountain to
the memory of the islanders who
lost their lives on that terrifying
fateful day 131 years ago.
The new Rockfall Memorial
Fountain will also go some way in
restoring respect and dignity to
St Helena’s history.
The Rockfall Memorial Fountain
is an elegant piece of work, and
according to ESH it cost eighteen
thousand pounds and arrived in
St Helena in May 2019.
Progress to permanently locate
the fountain somewhere in
Jamestown has been painfully
slow. Indeed, the delay is mainly
due to just a few competing
personal preferences for different
locations.
Without further delay, the
process
of
identifying
an
appropriate place in Jamestown
to locate the Rockfall Memorial
Fountain must be progressed.
To start the process and help the
public better identify the pros
and cons, the Environment and
Natural Resources Committee
(ENRC) would like to temporarily
erect the Rockfall Memorial
Fountain in front of The
Canister. Members of the public
will be asked to consider the
suggested location and provide
the Committee with the relevant
feedback accordingly.
Temporarily
placing
the
Memorial Fountain at the front of
The Canister will allow the public
to be practically informed on the
pros and cons of the location
identified
and
unanimously

supported by the ENR Committee.
The
Environmental
and
Natural Resources Committee
is established according to the
Constitution.
However,
the
Committee is instructed to first
consult the public before a formal
request can be submitted to
the Chief Planning Officer, and
thereafter channelled to the Land
Development Control Authority,
for permission to temporarily
place the Rockfall Memorial
Fountain in front of The Canister
for public observation and
consideration.
If
there
is
“significant
public
support”
for
the
unanimous decision taken by
a constitutionally established
Committee to temporarily mount
the fountain outside The Canister,
only then can the ENR Committee
request permission from the LDC
Authority to do so.
In the meantime, action to
progress the exceptionally worthy
and simple project remains
unnecessarily inhibited.
Additional
information:
Planning Officer’s Report – LDCA
May 2020. Application – 2020/30
Proposed Siting of the Replica
Water Fountain.
Cllr Cyril Leo
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Solomon’s £400,000 claim against AIG
struck down in Supreme Court

THANK YOU EVERYONE
The Family here and overseas of the late MABEL ELIZABETH YON would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank everyone for their love and support during their bereavement. They would like to especially say thank
you to the Ambulance Team for their prompt response, to the Doctors and Nurses at the Hospital for their love,
care, kindness and professionalism towards our Mum/Grandma during her time in hospital. You all went over and
beyond trying your best to save our loved one but God had other plans. To Majors Nhlanhla and Priscilla Ziqubu
for conducting the funeral service, to Nicholas Yon for reading of the messages and tributes, to all the members
of the Band, to Davina and Colin for making the beautiful wreaths, to Roy and his Team and to everyone else who
gave flowers, sent cards, messages and emails and who helped in any way during and at the time of the funeral and
for those who attended the funeral thank you all so very much. It was so comforting to know that Granny/Mum
was loved so much. Words seem so inadequate at times like this but from the bottom of our hearts we want to say
a BIG thank you and let you all know that your support and love shown towards the family was truly greatly appreciated. May God bless you all. Granny Mabel our icon and a well known figure to many have left our homes but we
will hold her memory forever in our hearts. May she rest in Peace and Rise in Glory.
Summoned home! The call has sounded
Bidding a soldier her warfare cease;
And the song of angels resounding
Welcomes a warrior to eternal peace.
Praise the Lord! From earthly struggles
A comrade has found release.
Death has lost its sting, the grave its victory,
Conflicts and dangers are over;
See her honoured at the throne of glory,
Crowned by the hand of Jehovah.
Strife and sorrow over,
The Lord’s true faithful soldier
Has been called to go from the ranks below
To the conquering host above.

Emma Weaver, SAMS

A

claim for “damages in excess
of £400,000” has been struck
down in the St Helena Supreme
Court.
Solomon & Company, St Helena
PLC (Solomon’s) on Feb. 13 of last
year had issued the claim against
Ascension Island Government
(AIG).
Solomon’s linked its claim to
alleged Malicious Falsehood;
Misfeasance in Public Office;
Breach of Contract; Unlawful
Interference
with
Economic
Interests; and Breach of Contract/
Implied Terms.
The claim arose due to
disagreement, ongoing since
2017, about Ascension Island’s

St Helena has been experiencing

bad sea conditions now for over a
week.
As of late last week, the advisory
about heavy swells was due to
end on Sunday.
But on Sunday, the wharf area
was closed due to sea conditions
worsening and remained closed

on Monday, with the public
alerted on Wednesday that the
wharf would reopen.
The rough seas on Sunday even
washed a small boat, which had
been secured improperly on the
Jamestown wharf, from where it
was docked onto the middle steps.
“A small boat ended up on middle
steps, causing damage to the rails

as it was not secured properly on
the wharf,” Harbour Master Steve
Kirk told The Sentinel. “Being a
very small boat (dingy size) and
with the sea conditions a bit
rough, it only took a few inches of
water to move the boat the short
distance from where it had been
onto middle steps.”

Wills-Aid cheque presented to
Ladies Fundraising Group
Andrew Turner, SAMS

The Public Solicitor Office (PSO)

on Wednesday presented a £780
cheque to the Ladies Fundraising
Group.
The money was raised through
the Wills Aid scheme, which
has been running since 1988.
Under the scheme, clients make
a charitable donation instead of
paying the PSO for certain legal
services, e.g. the drafting of wills.

“The charity for this current
financial year was the Ladies
Fundraising Society, and I promise
you that Maggie (both Personal
Assistant to the Public Solicitor
and a member of the society)
didn’t bully us into choosing this
society – we chose the group
ourselves,” Acting Public Solicitor
Helen Scott said, much to the
amusement of the crowd that
was gathered Wednesday at the

Jamestown Community Centre
for the handover of the cheque.
The charity selected for the
next Wills Aid is the St Helena
Beekeepers Association.

“inadequately
particularised”
and that AIG seemed to have legal
grounding for the notices served
and actions taken regarding
health and safety of the fuel site.
AIG
was
represented
by
Catherine Callaghan QC. Part of
AIG’s legal argument was that no
contract existed between it and
Solomon’s, meaning the claims
should be dismissed “on a point
of law.” Another part was that
Solomon’s had taken more than
double the legally allotted time
limit for making a claim for the
alleged actions, and had not
provided any explanation for the
delay.
The
45-page
judgement
can
be
found
at
www.
blackstonechambers.com.

St Helena gets 10 new traffic mirrors

Sea conditions cause wharf closure
Donna Crowie, SAMS

sole fuel station.
Solomon’s had for a few years
been operating the fuel station
when on Feb. 15, 2017 a company
hired by the FCO reviewed
Ascension’s infrastructure assets.
Two days later, AIG served
Solomon’s
an
Improvement
Notice based on the review’s
finding that the fuel station
site was unsafe. Other statutory
notices, requiring Solomon’s to
address health and safety issues
at the fuel station, were later
served, including a Prohibition
Notice that Solomon’s said led its
fuel station operation to close.
Chief Justice Charles Eakins,
Esq. on Feb. 1 handed down the
judgement to strike out the case.
He said Solomon’s claims were

Emma Weaver, SAMS

T

en new mirrors are being
erected across the island following
approval from the Highways
Authority.
Placement of the mirrors began
last Thursday. Most have already
been placed, while one is awaiting
permission.
The locations of the traffic mirrors
are:
•
Harford
School
junction
(Longwood Avenue)
• Coffee Tree Turning
• Centre bend of the W Road
• The Hospital (Ambulance
Driveway)
• Nr Napoleon’s House, Longwood
Hangings
• Mile stone/Sandy bay (replaced
after the previous one was
vandalised)
• Blue Hill/Thompson’s Wood
junction
• Crack Plain turning (beside the
Lemon Valley pathway entrance)
• Constitution Road (turning near
Fiddler’s Green)
• The Museum (waiting on
permission)
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Initial net zero study to be complete by March 31
Emma Weaver, SAMS

Already,

Connect St Helena’s
initiative to move the island to
100% renewable energy should
help decrease St Helena’s
environmental impact.
But now, SHG is looking into
how the island could additionally
become net zero.
What’s the difference?
“100% renewable energy” simply
means providing for the total
energy consumption of a location
(here, St Helena) via renewable
sources (e.g. wind power, solar
power) rather than more harmful
and limited materials like fossil
fuels. Renewable sources work
out cheaper over time, are more
sustainable and decrease harmful
emissions.
“Net zero” takes things a step
further.
Even with 100% renewable
energy,
harmful
emissions
would still exist. For instance
aviation,
shipping,
fishing,
agriculture, transportation and
other industries would still be
using fossil fuels for vehicles
and equipment – and these emit
carbon dioxide.
Becoming “net zero” simply
means negating those carbon
emissions.
It would not necessarily mean
that the use of those fossil fuels
would need to stop; instead, it
could mean those industries
might have to begin offsetting
or removing those emissions by
other means.
“Like a plugged bath with the
taps on, an approach to achieving
this can either be to turn down
the taps (the emissions) or to
drain an equal amount down the
plug (removals of emissions from
the atmosphere,” according to
the London School for Economics
and Political Science.
Nature and engineering can be
used to reduce emissions, for
instance by planting more trees
(as these absorb the harmful
carbon dioxide being released by
the sectors).
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What’s happening by March 31?
SHG announced Feb. 4 that a
scoping study, to explore how the
island could transition to net zero
carbon emissions, is being funded
by the Foreign, Commonwealth &
Development Office (FCDO) and
should be complete by March 31.
The study will be conducted by
Swedish-based consultancy firm
Urbanisland (which “specialises
in
strategic
sustainability
issues”).
The study will explore:
• St Helena’s journey to become
a sustainable eco-Island
• The challenges of delivering
this aspiration with limited
financial resources
•
The
opportunities
and
difficulties related to the Island’s
remote location.
To conduct its study, Urbanisland
will collect data, interview “key
island stakeholders,” and conduct
baseline carbon calculations,
options appraisals and reporting.
Proposed focus areas will
include:
•
Energy
generation
and
consumption
• Transportation
• Other fossil fuel use
• Agriculture
• Fishing
• Waste Management
• Aviation and Shipping
• Imports
SHG said this work is in line with
an objective of St Helena’s Climate
Change Policy, namely “Identify
and prioritise measures to reduce
and minimize greenhouse gas
emissions.”
“Securing the services of
Urbanisland to work with us
on this study is a further plus
as members of their team are
already familiar with St Helena,
its development aspirations,
climate challenges and related
stakeholders,”
said
SHG’s
Director of Environment, Natural
Resources & Planning, Darren
Duncan. “We look forward to
local stakeholders participating
fully in the study as people,
along with technology changes,
are key to a climate resilient St

Helena and moving towards and
sustaining a low-carbon lifestyle
in the future.”
“It is really exciting to engage
again with St Helena and see
the progress already being made
towards decreasing the Island’s
climate impact,” Urbanisland
Director Trevor Graham said. “We
look forward to understanding
the
latest
ideas,
thoughts
and challenges from local
stakeholders and look at how to
harness opportunities across the
island.
“With its work towards 100%
renewable energy, St Helena is
already a leading light in global
work to address climate change,
but big challenges remain, not
least with regard to transport.
We aim to identify opportunities
that can increase quality of life on
the Island whilst addressing the
climate challenge.”
Who is Urbanisland
The Sentinel enquired with
SHG about what Urbanisland’s
previous links to St Helena are.
SHG said Urbanisland’s scoping
study will include two consultants
who have existing links with the
island. The provided the following
information:
1) Trevor Graham (Urbanisland
– Strategic development for
sustainable communities).
Trevor has a background working
on cutting-edge initiatives for
sustainable development. He
spent many years in senior
roles with the City of Malmö, a
global leader in sustainability,
where his work was recognised
with the UN’s World Habitat
Award 2010. He worked as
Director of Environment and
Natural Resources on St Helena
2014-2016 and was integral to
the development of the first
solar farm and the feasibility
study for renewable energy on
the Island. He also worked on
early ideas for a comprehensive
approach to climate mitigation
and adaptation. Trevor assisted
Connect St Helena Ltd in drafting
the successful submission for St

Helena to win the Greening the
Islands Award for Energy in 2018.
2) Ben Sansom (Arctium –
Waste Management/Recycling,
Infrastructure and Environmental
Regulation).
Ben was employed as Head of
the Environmental Management
Division in SHG between 2013
and 2015. Amongst many projects
he delivered during his time
on Island, he managed early
drafts of the Climate Change
Policy and completed the draft
Environmental
Protection
Ordinance. He also managed
the development of the Waste
Management
and
Recycling
Options Assessment and 20152016 green budget. Ben has
continued working on St Helena,
delivering climate change and
water resource research projects
with SHG and Island stakeholders.
He is currently working on a three
year Climate Change and Drought
Warning
Network
research
Project with SHG, Connect Saint
Helena Ltd, UK Met Office, CEH
and St Helena Research Institute.

Judicial Services relocates to
former police headquarters
Donna Crowie, SAMS

Judicial Services has just finished

its move into a new, more spacious
location.
Back in June 2020, Solomon’s
started renovation works on the
former police headquarters, located
beside the courthouse.
By early 2021, Solomon’s had
finished works and Judicial Services
was moving from its old location –
within the Castle courtyard – to its

new, custom-renovated site.
The move allows the Chief
Magistrate and administrative
offices closer proximity to the
courthouse.
The main feature of the new
location is the addition of a jury
room – the island’s only (prior to
the renovation works none existed).
This will allow jurors in trials to
have a dedicated and private room
in which to make their decisions.

Wirebird numbers decrease for third year in a row
W

irebird numbers have decreased for the third
year in a row, according to the annual Wirebird
count released on Tuesday.
In total, 510 adults were counted – down by 27
compared to last year. Thirty-one juveniles, 31
chicks and 23 nests were counted.
The eastern side of the island (including areas
like Prosperous Bay and Levelwood) is home to
the most Wirebirds. In Longwood alone 382 birds
were counted.
However, Wirebird populations on the western
side of the island are seeing decline.
These populations, in areas like Broad Bottom
and Man & Horse, have been declining since 2018.
To help explain the decline, the St Helena
National Trust (SHNT – which leads Wirebird
monitoring) noted that predator control by both
the SHNT and Basil Read had ended in 2018.
“This highlights the need for regular
invasive predator control measures or possible
eradications,” SHNT said (see page 26).
However, SHNT said its current Darwin-funded
Invasive Vertebrate Project should hopefully help
Wirebird numbers bounce back.
“This programme will address issues with three
of the Wirebird’s main threats – the myna birds,
rats and feral cats,” SHNT said.

Emma Weaver, SAMS
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Tourism and ESH work streams to be replaced, with only half the previous budget
Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS
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SHG-directorates restructure less
than two months away
Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

A noticeable change should be

T

Economic development and
marketing taken over mainly by
SHG - £325,000 funding
The Financial Secretary said
a review was undertaken this
financial year into how to deliver
economic development post-ESH.
A workshop was held with
councillors
considering
the
island’s economic development
objectives.
“What economic development
activities should we be doing
over the next five years related to
unblocking barriers to economic
growth?” the councillors were

www.sams.sh
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Budget shrinks by more than £1.1m
he level of spending on
Enterprise St Helena (ESH –
including the Tourist Office) has
been £900,000 from SHG and
£1.1m from the ESH project.
The project comes to an end
March 31, after which the FCDO
will provide no further project
funding.
But as of Jan. 29, the public
had not heard any details from
SHG about what would happen
to important ESH work streams,
including of course tourism.
To this end, Cllr Dr Corinda
Essex at the formal Legislative
Council meeting Jan. 29 asked
Financial Secretary Dax Richards
to say how the current Tourist
Office roles and functions would
be delivered from April 1.
Most functions, as outlined
below, are being taken over by
SHG; with a few opportunities for
the private sector.
“£850,000 is being requested
[from SHG to fund continuation
of
ESH’s
functions],”
the
Financial Secretary said. “Of this,
£325,000 is being requested for
the marketing budget and £100k
for [tourism].”
Compared to the approximately
£2m ESH/Tourism previously
had, the new estimates are a
decrease of more than £1.1m.
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asked.
The Financial Secretary said
two potential options for delivery
of economic development were
presented:
1) One proposed a scenario
where ESH would no longer exist,
but instead the delivery of all
economic development activity
would be driven by a new Treasury
&
Sustainable
Development
function inside SHG. Particular
activities would be divested to the
private sector.
2) The other option related to a
continuation of ESH, which would
require support by the FCDO and
SHG recurrent funding. ESH’s
activities would gradually be
handed over to either the private
sector or SHG over a three-year
period.
The Financial Secretary said it
was suggested a hybrid option
could be developed.
ExCo later decided the preferred
option was for some ESH functions
to move to a new Treasury
&
Sustainable
Development
portfolio within SHG, and some
functions (seemingly mainly
tourism-related) to be carried out
by the private sector.
The Financial Secretary said SHG
also intends to take over ESH’s
marketing function by April 1.
“The Marketing Manager will
be responsible for our strategic
positioning, brand and PR,” he
said. “They will be the owner of
the island’s Tourism Strategy, and
Branding Handbook for Tourism,
and will manage relationships
with PR consultancies. They will
be responsible for a marketing
budget for delivering the island’s
needs in terms of global exposure.

“Furthermore, to continue the
good work ESH has undertaken
in analysing the island’s global
online interest, and ensuring our
social media presence reinforces
‘brand St Helena,’ we also intend
to recruit a Digital Media Officer.
Mr Richards said that, subject
to final SHG funding allocation
for
2021/22,
responsibility
for the property portfolio and
tourism-related signage would
be transferred, with associated
budget, to the Crown Estates.
Tourism to be private sector
under management by SHG £100,000 funding
SHG soon after the Jan. 29 LegCo
announced it was tendering
for a private-sector ‘Visitor
Information Service’ to take over
the duties currently operated by
St Helena Tourism.
Proposals are due by Feb. 22,
aimed at having a contractor in
place by April 1.
“The contractor is being asked
to create a wide awareness of St
Helena on a global scale in line
with the island’s Tourism Strategy
promoting St Helena to visitors
including tourists, researchers,
business persons, company CEOs
and digital nomads.”
The
contractor
would
additionally be responsible for
promoting and maintaining St
Helena’s Post Box walks.
The service would develop site
brochures and signage; organise
events; attract tourists; upkeep a
website; and maximise on-island
expenditure. It would work under
the managing eye of SHG, with
a maximum budget of £100,000
per annum.

visible within SHG from April 1.
Restructuring
of
SHG
services will occur, as “formal
implementation” of SHG’s Fit for
the Future programme (phase 1)
takes effect after March 31.
At the Jan. 29 formal Legislative
Council meeting, Chief Secretary
Susan O’Bey answered Cllr Gavin
Ellick’s request for an update
on progress with this SHG
restructuring.
Cllr Ellick was especially
concerned about the topic due
to considerations of the nearing
implementation date (April 1
being just two months away) and
the uncertainty of FCDO funding
for 2021/22.
3 fewer directorates from April 1
From April 1, SHG will decrease
from eight directorates to five
“portfolios” plus a central
support service.
This structural change was
decided during Phase 1, and will
be the most visible upcoming
change.
“This involves rearranging our
functions to ensure we have a
more streamlined structure,” the
Chief Secretary said. “Functions
that have a shared or similar
purpose [will be] grouped
together.
“This means we are reducing
the number of directorates and
moving some functions into
different directorates.”
The Chief Secretary said SHG also
reviewed its “senior management
function.”
Service efficiency
The Chief Secretary said Phase
1 of Fit for the Future concludes
March 31.
“Formal
implementation
[begins] on the 1st of April 2021,”
she said.
She said that under the first
phase, seven prioritised reviews
were undertaken between August
and December 2020. These

reviews were of:
1. How SHG delivers strategic
projects and project management;
2.
How
SHG
delivers
administration
services
in
directorates,
including
the
potential centralisation of HR,
Finance and Procurement;
3.
How
maintenance/
groundskeeper activities are
undertaken;
4. How SHG provides emergency
response/services;
5. How SHG delivers ‘skills’ and
‘employment’ services to the
community;
6. How SHG delivers customs
and immigration services;
7. How SHG delivers economic/
sustainable
development
activities.
The
Chief
Secretary
said
that with the exception of the
administration review, all reviews
are complete. For the most part,
she said, the reviews identified
how services could be delivered
more efficiently.
Review teams and directors
recently met with staff to provide
updates on the outcomes and
next steps. Findings are currently
being incorporated into the
new structure, which will be
implemented from April 1.
Admin review
The
administration
review
was the largest of the reviews.
It highlighted inefficiencies,
and frustrations shared by staff
across SHG. It demonstrated
that a number of efficiencies
could be made through improved
processes and by reducing the
number of handovers between
teams.
After assessing options, SHG
is now looking into centralising
Administration, HR, Finance
and Procurement. It was stated
that further work was required
to determine what any final
structure might look like.
This means a second phase will
take place for this review. Staff
within directorates and within

HR, Finance and Procurement
would be involved.
“Any proposed changes that
require staff consultation are
being managed in line with our
Change
Management
Policy
& Procedure that has been
implemented following collective
consultation during November
and December 2020 with the
Employee
Representative
Committee (ERC),” the Chief
Secretary said.
What’s next?
The Chief Secretary said the
remaining phases of Fit for the
Future will take place “over a
longer time frame.” She said
these should focus on:
- Efficiency reviews of all
remaining
functions
not
undertaken during Phase 1;
- Smoothing of ‘lift and shift,’
identifying
commonality,
economies
of
scale,
new
management
or
delivery
structures between functions
within the new directorate;
- Ongoing delivery of actions
within the Prospectus for Change;
- Development and delivery of a
Staff Health, Safety & Wellbeing
Strategy and Plan.
The ‘Fit for the Future’
programme was launched in
July 2020, designed to respond
specifically to the challenges St
Helena is either currently facing
or will face in the future.
“We know that it is highly
unlikely that UK aid will increase,
and similarly St SHG revenues
are unlikely to increase, which
means we could see a reduction
in funding for the future,” the
Chief Secretary said. “We have
changing demands for the
services we deliver:
- Our ageing population will
place greater demands on our
health and social care services;
- We need to be more efficient in
our processes and how we use our
resources; and
- St Helena, although Covid-19
free, is affected by the pandemic.”
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ST HELENA NEWS
The
Chief
Secretary
said
SHG therefore needs “greater
flexibility to respond to the
island’s needs, especially during
these unprecedented times.”
She said good public service is
vital for an inclusive economy, a
fair society and for people to live
fulfilling lives.
“Through this programme we
want to create a public service
on St Helena that is equipped
to deal with present and future
challenges, provides a solid
foundation for a fair economy and
society, and is able to make the
most of potential opportunities,”
she said. “As part of this, we
need to ensure:
- That there is not an overreliance on SHG;
- That we improve the experience
of our customers and employees;
- That we identify efficiencies
and better ways of working; and
- That we are fit for the future
and whatever that may bring.”

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

UK stops home quarantine for
travellers from high-risk countries
As

St Helena adopts home
quarantine as its primary method
of isolating arrivals, the UK is now
moving away from home isolation
and adopting in-facility quarantine
for travellers from high-risk
countries.
From Monday, Feb. 15 the
UK Government will introduce
mandatory quarantine for all
passengers arriving from (or who
have entered in the last 10 days)
the high-risk countries on the UK
travel ban list. This includes South
Africa, Namibia and Argentina.
The UK will also introduce “heavy
financial penalties and potential
jail time” for those who do not
quarantine in their assigned facility.
Hotels are being converted into
quarantine centres and travellers
are each required to purchase

a “quarantine package,” which
includes “accommodation in a
government-approved
facility,
food and drinks, security, testing
and
assigned
government
transportation.”
“To ensure compliance, fines
will be issued and will range
from £5,000 rising to £10,000 for
arrivals who fail to quarantine in a
designated hotel,” according to the
UK Government website.
Secretary of State for Health &
Social Care, Matt Hancock, said
people would have to remain in
their rooms and not mix with other
guests.
“There will be visible security
in place to ensure compliance,
alongside necessary support – so
even as we protect public health,
we can look after the people in our
care,” he said.

Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell, SAMS

Y

Gough Island mouse eradication
project finally underway

Andrew Turner, SAMS

How is SHG conserving and enhancing St
Helena’s historic environment?
ears ago an ‘environment
tax’ was proposed, for funding
resources needed for protecting
St Helena’s environment; this
hasn’t happened.
Later, in May 2019, Executive
Council agreed creation and
implementation of a Heritage
Grant Scheme; but no money has
been allocated.
So what action has SHG
undertaken to conserve and
enhance St Helena’s historic
environment?
Cllr Christine Scipio questioned
the Environment & Natural
Resources Committee (ENRC)
Chairperson, Cllr Cruyff Buckley,
on this at the Jan. 29 Legislative
Council meeting.
Cllr Buckley said that in January
2017 an ENRC subcommittee was
“set up to review the current
and future legislative, policy and
operational provisions for the
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conservation and enhancement
of
St
Helena’s
historic
environment.”
He said the subcommittee
produced a report that included
suggestions for improvements
and resourcing.
The subcommittee also drafted
an Action Plan with allocated
owners and timescales for
implementation. It included four
broad areas of recommendations.
Cllr Buckley said that, to date,
building regulations have been
revised and approved; and
improvements are being made
to the Land Development Control
Plan.
“[But] to progress with most
of the work on implementation
of the Action Plan, additional
dedicated
resources
are
required,” Cllr Buckley said. “A
business case was tabled under
the MTEF process for 2020/21 to

include both technical support for
the Planning & Building Control
Service to lead on actions, and for
funding to support some of the
required actions.
“However, the business case
could not be supported through
this process at the time, and a
further bid has been made for
technical support only as part of
the current MTEF process.”
Cllr Buckley said that attempts
are also being made to source
other streams of funding from
international
donors,
such
as through External Funding
Coordinator, James Bramble and
through NGOs.
No funding awards have
materialised to date but there
has been some “interest” from
international donors to support
refurbishment
of
national
monuments.

T

Donna Crowie & Emma Weaver, SAMS

he Gough Island Restoration
Project, which was delayed by one
year due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
is now underway.
The project is “one of the world’s
most challenging island restoration
projects.” It aims to restore the
island’s bird populations – this is
because currently, over 2 million
seabird chicks are lost every year,
mainly killed by invasive house
mice. The project therefore will
remove the mice, which should
prevent the death of chicks and help
save highly threatened bird species
from extinction.
A team from the Royal Society
for the Protection of Birds (RSPB),
which is leading the project,
departed Cape Town for Gough
Island Feb. 1 and reported its first
findings last Saturday.
“Our team just returned from their
island-wide count of incubating
Tristan albatrosses and the total
is 1,439,” the RSPB reported. “Due

to mice predation, the breeding
success of these gentle giants is
exceptionally poor compared to
similar species on rodent-free
islands.
“We aim to reverse the species’
fortunes by eradicating mice from
Gough Island. The only realistic
chance of removing all the mice
will be over the southern winter.
So, while we can’t prevent the loss
of eggs and young chicks to mice
this year, we do hope chicks which
survive until the end of winter will
then have a decent chance to fledge
successfully. And as adults start
returning to the island in November
for the onset of the next breeding
season, this particular threat should
hopefully have been removed once
and for all.”
The programme is part-funded by
the RSPB, the UK Government, the
National Fish & Wildlife Foundation
and other generous individuals and
organisations.

South Africa suspends OxfordAstraZeneca Covid vaccinations
S

Donna Crowie & Emma Weaver, SAMS

outh Africa on Monday put its
roll-out of the Oxford-AstraZeneca
vaccine on hold after a study
showed “disappointing” results
against its Covid variant – a variant
that accounts for 90% of new Covid
cases in South Africa.
The study involved around 2,000
people and results showed the
vaccine to offer only “minimal
protection” against mild and
moderate cases of Covid-19. The
study is among the first of its kind
and the results have yet to be peerreviewed, so experts are saying that
hope still exists that the vaccine
remains effective in preventing
severe cases.
Additionally, Oxford’s lead vaccine
developer said modified vaccines
made to be more effective against
the South Africa variant would
hopefully be ready later this year.

South Africa has 1 million doses
of the vaccine and was due to start
vaccinating people next week.
However, South African Health
Minister Zweli Mkhize said his
government would await further
advice about how best to proceed in
light of the study.
In the meantime, he said, the
government will offer vaccines
produced by Johnson & Johnson and
Pfizer in the coming weeks.
According to the BBC, early results
from Moderna suggest its vaccine
is still effective against the South
Africa variant; AstraZeneca has
said its vaccine provides good
protection against the UK variant
first identified in the UK; and
early results suggest the PfizerBioNTech vaccine protects against
the new variants.

UAE Mars
probe
enters
orbit
Andrew Turner, SAMS

A

probe, launched by the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), successfully
achieved orbit around the red
planet on Tuesday, Feb. 9.
The UAE is now the fifth entity
to do so (following the US, the
Soviet Union, Europe and India).
The probe, named Hope, left
Earth seven months ago on a
mission to study Mars’ climate.
The study will focus on how
hydrogen and oxygen, leftover
from
Mars’
once-abundant
water, leaks into space.
By carrying out this study, the
probe is expected to create the
first complete portrait of the
Martian atmosphere.
On Tuesday the team behind
Hope had the stressful job of
ensuring that the probe carried
out its nearly 30-minute-long
braking burn at precisely the right
moment to ensure it achieved a
stable orbit.
“If we go too slow, we crash on
Mars; if we go too fast, we skip
Mars,” project director Omran
Sharaf told BBC News.
The probe approached Mars
at over 75,000mph and had to
slow to 11,000mph in order to be
captured by the planet’s gravity
and begin orbit.
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Bertrand’s Cottage back in business
Donna Crowie, SAMS

Emma Weaver, SAMS

Mule Yard was packed
throughout the day and night
Saturday for the venue’s first
FebFest.
FebFest combined a beer/cider
festival with a family day out.
A variety of imported beers
like Fursty Ferret and Adnams
Ghost Ship, and ciders including
Bulmers and Hunter’s brands,
were on sale – some at just £2.50.
The bottles and cans sold well,
as this variety of products can’t

usually (almost can’t ever) be
otherwise found in St Helena.
Meanwhile
bouncy
castle,
hot food and other stalls were
available; Ross and Lexi won
the beer pong tournament; and
local bands kept music playing
throughout the event.
“FebFest was a simple idea to
have a variety of the island’s
musicians and artists all coming
together – and throwing in a mini
beer and cider fest in as well,”
Mule Yard manager Paul Gasteen
told The Sentinel.
“Whilst the rest of the world
can’t do this right now, we can;
and so we seized the opportunity
to have as much fun as possible.
Everyone contributed to what
was a fantastic day and there
was a real community spirit and
coming together something that
St Helena should be proud of.”

May 5 stamp issue to mark Napoleon’s bicentenary
Donna Crowie, SAMS

M

ay 5 will mark the bicentenary
of the death of French Emperor
Napoleon Bonaparte, who died in
exile at St Helena.
In commemoration of his death,
the Post & Customer Services

Images from SHG website.

centre will on May 5 release a
commemorative stamp issue
showcasing images of Napoleon’s
final days in St Helena.
The issue will include:
Four Valued Stamps (50p, 80p,
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Mule Yard’s first FebFest
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£1.30, £1.50)
Souvenir Sheet (£3.00)
First Day Cover with four Valued
Stamps (£5.50)
First Day Cover with Souvenir
Sheet (£5.50)

Bertrand’s

Cottage reopened
in November under the new
management of one of its former
chefs, Keanan Bailey.
Originally from South Africa,
Keanan moved to St Helena in
December 2018 to work as a chef at
Bertrand’s, located in Longwood
and then under management of
ESH.
He
was
employed
there
until January 2020, when the
restaurant closed. He then worked
at Tasty Bites, Ladder Hill until
November, when he applied to
lease Bertrand’s Cottage in order
to set up his own business.
Keanan told The Sentinel that he
fell in love with the premises and

scenery while he was a chef for
Bertrand’s.
“When I heard it was on
the market I jumped to the
opportunity,”
Keanan
said.
“Bertrand’s Cottage is a historical
building and I think it has loads of
potential and a lot to offer.”
The cottage historically housed
of one of Napoleon’s generals,
General Bertrand, and his family;
who were exiled to St Helena
along with the Emperor.
Bertrand’s main function is still
a restaurant and Keanan still its
chef, but that’s not all Keanan’s
new business offers.
“We also offer accommodation,
and it’s perfect for weddings and
special events,” he said.

Keanan said that since reopening
four months ago, support from
the local community has been
“amazing”.
“They have really brought
Bertrand’s back to life,” he said.
“[But of course] there is still a lot
to improve on and perfect. In every
business you face challenges – I
believe challenges only make you
stronger. It all depends on how
we approach these challenges and
how we can improve and learn
from them.”
Bertrand’s currently opens from
6pm Tuesdays-Saturdays and
takes reservations for Sunday
lunches.
“These times will change as the
business progresses,” Keanan
said.
Looking for a treat this
weekend?
Bertrand’s will be offering a
Valentine’s menu this Saturday
evening, Feb. 13.
Two starter options, two main
options and one dessert are on
offer, and bookings should be
made via bertrandscottage@
yahoo.com, 67972, 25200 or
Facebook
page
‘Bertrand’s
Cottage Restaurant and Guest
House’.

Bank of St Helena manager
achieves Chartered Banker status
J

Donna Crowie, SAMS

oey
George,
Managing
Director of the Bank of St Helena
(BoSH), has recently achieved a
postgraduate certification and has
also become a Chartered Banker.
Joey now holds a postgraduate
certificate in Bank Management
&
Technology
(CertBMT),
with Distinction, from Bangor
University
in
Wales.
This
professional
qualification
is
for bankers and other financial
services professionals.
Joey also gained the globally
recognised Chartered Banker
designation (MCBI) through the

Chartered Bankers Institute,
which is the only organisation
in the world approved by the
UK’s Privy Council to award the
“Chartered Banker” designation
to qualified members.
“Chartered Banker status is the
gold standard for professionals
working in the banking sector,”
BoSH said in a press release last
week. “Holders of the title are
recognised as highly qualified
professionals with a detailed
knowledge of modern banking
management and its ethical and
professional requirements.”

“I am very pleased with this
achievement, not only for
myself as validation for my work
experience to date and networking
opportunities, but also for
Bank of St Helena’s credibility
and its thrive for continuous
improvements, high standard
of working and investment in
staff members,” Joey said. “The
course allowed me to benchmark
the Bank against others in the
industry along with developing
the necessary skills in dealing
with an evolving digital banking
world.”
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SAMS RADIO 1 SCHEDULE

102.7 (Jamestown) • 90.5 (High Knoll) • 105.1 (Sunberry) • 105.3 (Blue Hill)

FRI. Feb. 12
SAT. Feb. 13

Streaming live via www.sams.sh/radio.html

8am-1pm: World Radio Day show with Andrew Turner

11am: Public Library and Pilling Yr3 Valentine’s Day special
1-4pm: Luke Bennett
5-7pm: Afternoon Drive with Andrew Turner
8-8:30pm: Comedy (The Goon Show)

3-5pm: Modern Country Chart with Donna Crowie
8-9:30pm: Comedy repeats (The Goon Show)

SUN. Feb. 14

7am-noon: Valentine’s giveaway show with Luke Bennett
1pm: Interview Hour (IEG update re. home quarantine and
frontline workers; and Creative St Helena’s Teeny Lucy talks about
the ‘mini movie scriptwriting competition’ for kids, which finishes
March 1; and about the new ‘Rhythm & Rhyme’ pre-school group
now meeting each Friday at Rosie’s Taste 4 Life.)

3-5pm: UK Chart Show with Donna Crowie
5pm: Public Library and Pilling Yr3 Valentine’s Day special

7-10am: Sunrise with Andrew Turner

TUE. Feb. 16

8-8:30pm: Comedy (Cabin Pressure)

10:30am: Interview Hour (IEG update re. home quarantine and

8-11am: Sunrise with Donna Crowie

frontline workers; and Creative St Helena’s Teeny Lucy talks about
the ‘mini movie scriptwriting competition’ for kids, which finishes
March 1; and about the new ‘Rhythm & Rhyme’ pre-school group
now meeting each Friday at Rosie’s Taste 4 Life.)

5-7pm: Modern Country Chart with Donna Crowie
7:30-9:30pm: Eclectic Editions with Paul Gasteen

12:30-2:30pm: 1548 with Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell
4-7pm: Afternoon Drive with Luke Bennett
8-8:30pm: Comedy (Cabin Pressure)

12:30-2:30pm: 1548 with Cyril (Ferdie) Gunnell
5-7pm: UK Chart Show with Donna Crowie

Reach us on 22727 or at news@sams.sh

Andrew Turner, SAMS

BBC
World
Service
100.7 (Briars)
88.1 (High Knoll)
102.7 (Blue Hill)

Featured
this
week
Help us share the love this
Valentine’s Day.
First, at 11am Friday and 2pm
Sunday, the Public Library staff
are back on the airwaves. They
and their guests will chat about
romance novels and how you can
make the most of Valentine’s Day.
Plus, Pilling Year 3 kids will read
some Valentine’s Day poems.
And tune into SAMS Radio 1 from
8am on Sunday. Luke Bennett will
entertain us with a few love songs
and, of course, a little Valentine’s
giveaway. G-Unique Boutique has
local, handcrafted jewellery and other items
on sale ideal for Valentine’s Day – tune into
SAMS on Sunday for your chance to win a gift
(or stop by the boutique in the Market).

Local news and notices:
7am, 10am, noon, 2pm, 5pm, 7pm, 10pm

7-10am: Sunrise with Luke Bennett

Bench installed at Canister
in memory of Gareth Walton

Bringing you the

1-4pm: Luke Bennett

THU. Feb. 18 WED. Feb. 17

MON. Feb. 15

7pm: Anglican Church service
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SAMS Radio 1

10am: IEG radio update re. home quarantine and frontline workers

www.sams.sh

Enterprise

St Helena (ESH)
on Tuesday morning unveiled
a bench, located outside the
Canister, in memory of Gareth
Walton, who passed away after a
car accident last March.
The bench is one that Gareth
himself had built. The bench has
been refurbished and now bears a
small plaque in Gareth’s memory.
“Over the years that we have
been operating, Gareth had
undertaken much carpentry work
for ESH and the Tourism Office;

indeed, many of the benches
and picnic facilities around the
island were made by Gareth,”
ESH Director of Enterprise Robert
Midwinter said. “We therefore felt
that it was fitting to memorialise
this by refurbishing one of the
benches that he had made, and
having a plaque placed on this in
commemoration to Gareth. This
bench is now placed in front of
the Canister, for public use.”
Gareth was a strong supporter of
Liverpool F.C. and so the plaque
bears their slogan “You’ll Never

Walk Alone.”
The unveiling ceremony was
held at 10am Tuesday, Feb. 9.
The Director of Enterprise said a
few words before the bench was
unveiled by Gareth’s wife, Mylyn.

48lbs shed so far in Biggest Loser
challenge
Donna Crowie, SAMS

By halfway through the current

Biggest Loser challenge – at three
weeks in – participants had shed
a combined total of 47.7 pounds.
The Biggest Loser challenge
began four weeks ago, and will
last six weeks.
The event serves as a fundraiser
for New Horizons – the managers
of the charity thought it would
encourage people to get rid of

those extra pounds gained from
indulging over the festive period.
Twenty-four people signed
up to take the challenge.
Participants can weigh in either
each Wednesday or every other
Wednesday, to check their
progress.
Around
13-15
people
are
weighing in regularly, and so far
have shed a combined total of
47.7lbs.

“I needed this push, as I know I
had put on weight after Christmas
and it was depressing,” one of the
participants told The Sentinel. “So
now I get to help myself, as well
as help New Horizons.”
New Horizons is also currently
offering extra lunchtime sessions
of activities such as Box-Fit and
Circuits to help the Biggest Loser
participants.

16

www.sams.sh

TIME OUT

Thursday 11 February 2021 | THE SENTINEL

Sudoku

Book of
the Week

www.sudokuoftheday.com

Public Library Service
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Feb. 10, 1956:
The St Helena Wirebird publishes recipes for cooking turtle.
sainthelenaisland.info

Open House by Jill Mansell
Nell O’Driscoll has known
Marcus Kilburton for years
according to her diary, she even
had a crush on him as a teenager.
When he decides to open
Kilburton Castle to the public,
Nell takes a job as his assistant
and soon sparks are flying
between them. But is Nell free
to pursue Marcus, when a figure
from her past refuses to let go?
Meanwhile, Nell’s best friend,
Hetty Brewster, has other
problems. Her husband has
abandoned her for a bitchy but
successful writer.
Now the press is full of stories
about the frumpy, boring wife
losing out to a younger, slimmer
model. But Hetty’s about to get
her chance for sweet revenge if
she can stop being a nice person
long enough to take it!
Please reserve by contacting
the following:Telephone Number: 22580
Email: publiclibrary@helanta.
co.sh.

FAITH MATTERS

DIOCESE OF SAINT
HELENA
The Cathedral Parish of St Paul

Saturday
9:30 hrs -Sabbath School
Programme
10:00 hrs -Bible Lesson Study
11:00 hrs - Divine Service
Every Wednesday
1930 – 2030 Prayer Meeting
All are Welcome
For further information contact:
Pastor Paul Millin Tel No 22267

“Let each morn be better than its
eve and each morrow richer than its
yesterday. Man’s merit lieth in service
and virtue and not in the pageantry of
wealth and riches.”

Feb. 10, 1930:
The ship SS New York City is the first American cruise ship to call at St Helena.
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The Cathedral Parish of St Paul

BAHA’I FAITH
www.sthelenabahai.org

St Helena on this day

DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA
www.sams.sh
DIOCESE
OF SAINT HELENA
DIOCESE OF SAINT HELENA

DEVOTIONAL MEETING
BAHA’I CENTRE
Gumwoods
8pm
THURSDAY EVENINGS
ALL ARE WELCOME
Telephone 24342

8.00a.m.
8.00a.m.
9.30
a.m.
8.00a.m.
9.30 a.m.
11.am
9.30 a.m.
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The Parish of St James
Eucharist
Arabia
Sunday 14th February – 6th Sunday of the Year
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The
Parish
of
St
Matthew
Sung Eucharist/Junior
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Guest Service
14th February
Sandy Bay Chapel
08.45 am
Head O’Wain Chapel
10.45 am
Jamestown Chapel
6.00 pm
Sunday school is available at all our
chapel services, parents with children
welcome.
Bible Studies
Tuesday 16th February
Baptist School Room 7.00 pm
Thursday
18th February
Sandy Bay Chapel 5.30 pm
Blue Hill Community Centre 7.30 pm
Kids Adventure Club:
Every Saturday
Baptist School Room
3.00 pm to 4.30 pm (5 years old and
above)
ALL ARE WELCOME
For further information contact:
Tel No 22388 or 24644

th

Ash
17 February St Mark
SungWednesday
Eucharist/Junior
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th
th
th
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SundayEucharist
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–
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BAPTIST CHURCH
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St Andrew
Martin
St
St
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Cathedral
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St Andrew
Cathedral
St Martin
Cathedral
Cathedral
St Andrew
Cathedral
Cathedral
Cathedral
Arabia
Arabia
Cathedral
Arabia

Sunday Eucharist
14th February – 6th Sunday of the YearSt Martin

Eucharist with Ashes

Prayer Meeting on Saturday 13th February
at Unit 3 Longwood Enterprise Park. Please
call Vee at 22254 for details.
Praise and Worship service on the theme
‘Love’ on Sunday 14th February at Unit 3
Longwood Enterprise Park at 11am.
Kid Zone at 11:30am in Unit 7.
Cell Meetings:
On Tuesday 16th February at Sandy Bay
Community Centre at 6pm.
On Wednesday 17th February at Unit 3
Longwood Enterprise Park at 7:30pm and
also at the home of Anthony and Elaine
Hopkins at Sapperway at 7:30pm. There is
now also a cell meeting in Jamestown on a
Wednesday at 7:30pm. Please call Cathrine
at 64352 for details.
The Christian gift/bookshop and DVD
rental (as well as second-hand goods
shop) will be open on Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday from 9am to 2pm and on
Saturday from 10am to 12 noon.
For further information phone 62552 or
23249.

St Mark

Activities at the Army this weekend
FRIDAY 12TH FEBRUARY 2021
‘QUALITY SECONDS’ SHOP OPEN FROM
10AM TO 1PM. COME AND GRAB SOME
GREAT BARGAINS!!
SUNDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 2021
PRAISE & WORSHIP SERVICE WILL BE
HELD AT THE HALF TREE HOLLOW
SALVATION ARMY HALL AT 6PM. ALL
ARE WARMLY WELCOME. THERE
WILL BE BRING AND SHARE TEA AND
REFRESHMENTS FOLLOWING THE
SERVICE.
EVERY WEDNESDAY EVENING AT 7.30PM
THERE WILL BE PRAYER MEETING
AND BIBLE STUDY AT THE HALF TREE
HOLLOW SALVATION ARMY HALL. ALL
ARE WARMLY WELCOME.
There is always a warm welcome for you at
the Salvation Army.
If you would like to know more about The
Salvation Army’s activities, contact Majors
Nhlanhla and Priscilla Ziqubu on telephone
Nos 22543/22703.
Take care and God bless.
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EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
MANAGEMENT OF THE JAMESTOWN
SWIMMING POOL
St Helena Government (SHG) is seeking
Expressions of Interest for the management of
the Jamestown Swimming Pool.
The successful entity will be responsible for
the day to day running of the Swimming Pool on
a commercial basis, whilst being compliant with
all laws, regulations and rules and procedures in
relation to the operation of the Pool.
Expressions of Interest should be registered
on the SHG e-procurement system which can
be accessed via: https://in-tendhost.co.uk/
sainthelena following registration on the
system.
User guides are available via the ‘Supplier
Information’ tab to assist prospective suppliers
registering on the e-procurement system.
Any assistance required in registering should
be addressed to Nicola Young at the Procurement
Office on tel: 22470 or via email: nicola.young@
sainthelena.gov.sh.
The deadline for Expressions of Interest is 12
noon (GMT) on Friday, 26 February 2021.
SHG
2 February 2021

INVITATION TO TENDER
VISITOR INFORMATION SERVICES
Reference: CS-0455-SHG
St Helena Government (SHG) is seeking one
supplier to provide a range of key tourism
information services to help generate leisure and
business tourism, both locally and internationally.
The contract will start on 1 April 2021 and will
be for an initial period of three years. This is an
exciting opportunity to help faciliate more tourism
revenue for businesses in St Helena and to increase
our international profile.
Full documentation and the specifications can be
found on the SHG e-procurement system which
can be accessed via: https://in-tendhost.co.uk/
sainthelena following registration on the system.
User guides are available via the ‘Supplier
Information’ tab to assist prospective suppliers
registering on the e-procurement system.
Any questions on the procurement process
should be addressed to Contracts Manager,
Eleanor Guinan, at the Procurement Office, the
Castle, Jamestown, or via email: ellie.guinan@
sainthelena.gov.sh.
The deadline for submissions is 12 noon (GMT)
on Monday, 22 February 2021.
SHG
27 January 2021














INVITATION TO TENDER

ST HELENA DONKEY HOME
   

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST - CATERING
SERVICES FOR BRADLEYS CAMP

Date:Monday 22nd February 2021

 
   

Expressions of Interest are invited for
established restaurants and registered catering
businesses to supply meals for residents in
Bradleys Camp for the next quarantine cycle,
which is due to commence from Friday 26
February 2021.
Potentially, this could be one meal a day, for
example the provision of breakfast, or all meals,
breakfast, lunch and dinner, for the duration of
the quarantine period which is 15 days (including
day zero).
Full details of the requirements for the
provision of catering services can be obtained by
emailing the Camp’s Operations Manager, Anna
Bowers, via email:
anna.bowers@sainthelena.gov.sh or by calling
Bradley’s Camp on 25911

Venue: Museum of St Helena
Time: 17.30

Date: Monday 22nd February 2021

All welcome.

Venue: Museum of St Helena

Facebook: St Helena Donkey Home

Time: 16.30

Contacts:
Chair: Teeny Lucy 23988
Secretary: Tara Murphy

All welcome.

Facebook: St Helena SPCA
Contacts:
Chair: Teeny Lucy 23988

Treasurer: Jessica Harper 22470





Secretary: Catherine Williams 22470



Treasurer: Jessica Harper



The closing date for Expressions of Interest is
09.00 Monday, 15 February 2021.

22470

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
The Saint Helena Government are seeking
Expressions of Interest from suitably
qualified contractors to undertake the
proposed Construction of the Ground Floor
Layout for the proposed Marine Centre.
The works will involve the Installation
of Electrical and Plumbing Systems,
Construction of Internal Stud Walls and
Ceilings for Office Spaces and Repainting
the New Interior.
For further information, please contact
the Project Manager, Mr Mark Plato or the
Civil Engineer, Mr Christopher Peters on
telephone 22270 or email mark-plato@
sainthelena.gov.sh / christopher.peters@
sainthelena.gov.sh .
The closing date by which Expressions of
Interest are to be submitted is 12noon on
Tuesday, 16th February 2021 and should
be addressed to Miss Tiffany Lawrence,
Procurement Officer at Essex House,
Jamestown.

SHG
09 Feb 2021

MAIN BRANCH, WHARF KIOSK AND REMOTE BANKING - FEBRUARY 2021
Main Branch
Monday to Friday

08:45 - 15:00

Saturday

08:30 - 12:30

Wharf Kiosk
Thursday and Friday

09:00 – 14:30

Saturday

20 February

08:45 – 12:30

Saturday

27 February

08:45 – 12:30

Remote Banking
ANRD, Scotland

Monday

22 February

09:30 – 13:00

HTH Supermarket

Thursday

25 February

10:00 – 13:00

Longwood Enterprise Park

Friday

26 February

09:30 – 14:00

Head Office: Market Street · Jamestown · St Helena Island · STHL 1ZZ
T. +290 22390 · F. +290 22553 · email. info@sainthelenabank.com · web www.sainthelenabank.com
Established and regulated under the Financial Services Ordinance, 2008, the Financial Services Regulations,
2017 and the Company Ordinance, 2004

@sainthelenabank

Bank of St Helena Ltd
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
BICENTENARY OF THE DEATH OF NAPOLEON’ STAMP ISSUE
The following is a Public Announcement from the Post & Customer Services Centre:
The Post & Customer Services Centre is pleased to announce that a stamp issue commemorating
the ‘Bicentenary of the Death of Napoleon’ will be released on 5 May 2021.
The issue will feature images of the emperor’s final days on St Helena and will consist of the
following:
•
Four Valued Stamps (50p, 80p, £1.30, £1.50)
•
Souvenir Sheet (£3.00)
•
First Day Cover with four Valued Stamps (£5.50)
•
First Day Cover with Souvenir Sheet (£5.50)
The Post & Customer Services Centre is offering a pre-ordering service to customers who
would like to purchase any of the above. Enquiries can be made with the Post & Customer
Services Centre, Jamestown, St Helena Island, on tel: +290 22008 or via e-mail: shara.thomas@
sainthelena.gov.sh.
Images of this stamp issue can be found on the SHG Website via: https://www.sainthelena.gov.
sh/public-services/coins-and-stamps/.
SHG
4 February 2021
http://www.sainthelena.gov.sh

DPLUS107 – “Community supported multispecies invasive vertebrate control on St
Helena” Community Information Sessions
Kingshurst Community Centre: Monday 15th February
Half Tree Hollow Community Centre: Tuesday 16th
February
Harford Community Centre: Wednesday 17th February
Sandy Bay Community Centre: Thursday 18th February

Volunteers wanted! Do you have
vertebrate pests and would like to learn
more about how to control them? The
National Trust is hosting information
sessions for persons interested in joining
their Vertebrate Project’s “Volunteer
Trapping” program, as well as any persons

All sessions start at 7pm

wanting to get more info on the project.
Please join us!
For more info contact James Fantom at 22224, or james.fantom@trust.org.sh

"St Helena's Heritage for all forever"

Crown Central Limited is planning to
develop a Fuel Station and Convenience
Store at Bottomwoods on parcel
LWN494.
FOR SALE BY TENDER
The St Helena National Trust has for “sale by tender”
a variety of used scaffolding.
Viewing for these items has been set for Friday, 19 February
at 10am, persons interested in viewing should, in the first
instance, contact Amanda Constantine, Office Manager on
telephone number 22190 or email
amanda.constantine@trust.org.sh
Tenders should be placed in a sealed envelope addressed to
the Director SHNT marked ‘Tender – scaffolding’ and
handed to the Office Manager at Broadway House by no
later than 26 February 2021.

A public information and consultation
session will be held at Harford
Community Centre on Monday 15
February from 3pm to 7pm.
This will be a ‘drop-in’ session and
interested persons are invited to
come and view the plans, discuss the
proposals and raise any concerns at
any time during the session.
Queries and concerns can also be sent
to Lyn Thomas on e-mail la.carolita@
helanta.co.sh. or call Sandra at the
Rose and Crown on telephone 22427
and she will arrange a one-to-one
session with Lyn.
The proposers look forward to hearing
from you.
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EQUALITY AND HUMAN RIGHTS
Monthly Newsletter by Saint Helena Equality and Human Rights Commission

Happy New Year to all our readers

JANUARY 2021



 

“This year promises to be another challenging year for many of us
due to the pandemic and our concerns both for friends and family
overseas and for our own safety here. The year will also bring
challenges for the EHRC as we consider changes to our Constitution,
proposals for various new laws and the many inequalities that exist
on St Helena. All of us at the EHRC wish you all a safe and healthy
2021, free from inequalities but if it turns out not to be like that, we
are here to help.”
-CEO, EHRC


NýǚĨǡźƾĨǚĨơŀĨťƶǡźƾňýǚĨęĨĨŰ
ƶơĨýƶĨġƾŰŀýōơťǡęĨĚýƾƩĨǡźƾýơĨý®ýōŰƶźơęĨĚýƾƩĨǡźƾ
ýơĨŰźƶý®ýōŰƶۢ
'źǡźƾƶňōŰŢƶňĨơĨōƩƾŰŀýōơŰĨƩƩۧơýĚōƩŮźơǠĨŰźƞňźęōý
źŰƶňĨōƩťýŰġۢ

This month in Saint history for Human Rights:
20th January 1961:Governor Robert Alford opens the
new Jamestown Primary School buildings (now
Pilling School).
1st January 1967: A new Constitution comes into
force, with major changes to the island’s governing
bodies and the introduction of democracy.
20th January 2020: The UK Privy Council rejects an
appeal by the Government of St Helena, forcing it to
pay 100% of the compensation due to the victims in a
medical mismanagement case. The Government of St
Helena had argued that it should only have to pay ⅔.
The Equality & Human Rights Commission assisted
in the defence against the appeal.

THE WORLD CAFE
ON ST HELENA
The World Cafe is a simple yet sophisticated method for holding
meaningful conversations about important questions.
The World Cafe event is being lead by Samantha Dunn on the 6th
February 2021. This is a study into exploring creative ways of
supporting children's right to participate in research to
understand their lived experiences as a part of her Doctorate in
Education (EdD).
This event will explore what children and young people on St
Helena believe matters to them. This is to support children's right
to participate in decision making and to explore childhood through
St Helenian children's perspectives. This will be done by holding
an event in Jamestown for children and young people ages 10-16
years.

     
 



    
 
 
 
  
  





  
     
ťťōŰŀźơŮýƶōźŰǛōťťęĨŢĨƞƶĚźŮƞťĨƶĨťǡ
ĚźŰŀōġĨŰƶōýťýŰġýŰźŰǡŮźƾƩ۽ŰźŰýŮĨƩ
ǛōťťęĨƞƾęťōƩňĨġźơƩňýơĨġۡ
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Encompass Digital Media Services Ltd
BBC Atlantic Relay Station
English Bay
Ascension Island, ASCN 1ZZ
South Atlantic Ocean
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WISH YOU COULD SEE THIS
IN COLOUR?
Or do you live abroad, and want access
to The Sentinel each Thursday?

Vacancy for General Maintenance Assistant
Encompass Digital Media has a vacancy for a full-time General Maintenance Assistant.

If your answer is ‘Yes,’
contact Donna at SAMS
on 22727 or
E: donnacrowie@sams.sh
for further details

Get full-colour, PDF copies of The
Sentinel sent directly to your email
every Thursday morning, for just £3
a month!

visit www.sams.sh/membership.html or email news@sams.sh

Appeal Notice – Installation of Two Prefabricated Sheds for
Storage – Application 2020/84
A Notice of Appeal has been submitted to the Land Development Appeals Tribunal
against the Decision of Refusal By the Land Development Control Authority (LDCA) at
its meeting on 13 January 2021, in relation to the Application for Installation of Two
Prefabricated Sheds for Storage, Near the Rock Club, Half Tree Hollow.
Should you be interested and wish to be updated on the progress of this Appeal, then
please write to or email Mrs Amelia Gough, Clerk of the Land Development Appeals
Tribunal at the address below:
Judicial Services
The Castle
Jamestown
Email: amelia.gough@sainthelena.gov.sh
Shane Williams
Planning Officer

Tel + (247) 66800
Fax + (247) 66117

The post holder will form part of the team that is responsible for the Maintenance of HV Diesel
Engines for Electricity Generation, Water Production & Distribution and other mechanical
maintenance related duties under the Power Station functions.
This post will be offered either on a single or accompanied status, fixed-term contract, with single en-suite
room and shared catering facilities or bungalow accommodation, depending on personal
circumstances.
Any offer of employment will be conditional on passing a medical examination.
Essential Qualifications & Experience
 Good understanding of Safety procedures and Safe Working Practices, particularly in the
Mechanical area.
 Competent in the use of hand tools, power tools and workshop machinery within the Mechanical
area.
 Basic Knowledge of Vehicular maintenance.
 Manual Handling Training and other Statutory Safety Training specific to role.
 Knowledge of working with hazardous substances used as part of function.
 Strong self-motivation and ability to work with minimum supervision.
 Ability and willingness to work flexible hours and be available for call-outs and faults outside of
working hours.
 Possession of current driving licence up to B category.
 Basic Computer/Keyboard skills.
Desirable Qualifications / Experience
 Experience of Power Stations’ operations and maintenance work.
 Experience in Diesel Generators Engines overhaul and maintenance.
 Knowledge of Power Generation Systems, using large diesel engines and wind-turbines.
 Basic working knowledge and understanding of RO Plants Operation and Maintenance.
 Understanding of Water Testing and Sampling.
 Ability to work at heights with reference to maintenance of Wind Turbines.
 Operation of vehicles such as Cranes or Fork Lift Trucks.
 Competent in corrosion control
 Experience of civils works, such as brick/block building and concrete work
 Use of Email, Microsoft Word and Excel at Basic Level.
Further Qualifications/Experience requirements are detailed in the Job Description.
Please contact the Administrative Officer on + 247 66800 (Extn 102) or email glen.yon@encompass.co.ac
for a Job Application Form, Job Description and for further information regarding the post.
Applications to be sent to:
Admin Officer
BBC Atlantic Relay Station
English Bay
Ascension Island (or email glen.yon@encompass.co.ac )
Applications should be submitted on our job application form, and must be received by Friday 5th March
2021.
610 Chiswick High Road, London, UK, W4 5RU | www.encompass.tv
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2021 Wirebird Census
CONSULTATIVE POLL ON GOVERNANCE REFORM

Members of Legislative Council have agreed that a Consultative Poll on Governance Reform will be held on St
Helena on Wednesday, 17 March 2021.

700
600

The Poll will ask the public if the current Governance System should be changed, and if so, whether it should be
changed to a Revised Committee System or a Ministerial System.

500

To be eligible to vote on Polling Day, persons must be aged 17 years or older and be on the Register of Electors or on
the Supplemental List of Voters. It is important to note that the supplemental list is for the purposes of this Poll only
and that the list will not be used for Jury service.

400
300

To apply for inclusion on the supplemental list, an application form must be filled out and returned to
Returning Officer, Carol George, at The Castle, Jamestown, or via email to carol.george@sainthelena.gov.sh.

200

Application forms can be collected from The Castle reception, the Public Library and the Customer Services Centre
and will be made available via the SHG Website. Forms will also be handed out by Elected Members at various
events which will be advertised in due course.

100

Areas on the western side of the island (Man and Horse, Broad Bottom and southern pastures) have
continued to decline. The graph shows that the overall Wirebird population has declined after 2018
(2019, 2020 and 2021). The previous predator control project hosted by the St Helena National Trust
concluded in 2016 and Basil Read carried out predator control mitigation up until 2018, this
highlights the need for regular invasive predator control measures or possible eradications. The
Trust’s current Darwin funded invasive vertebrate project will be looking into control measures for
not just cats and rats but also mynas. Land management is also another key factor as many invasive
plant species taking over pasturelands creating an unfavourable habitat for the Wirebird (i.e.) bull
grass, furze etc.
Overall things are looking good for the Wirebird as we start our new project, this invasive vertebrate
multi-species control programme will address issues with three of the Wirebird’s main threats the
mynah birds, rats and feral cats.
Graph 1: Official Wirebird count 2006 - 2021, supplied by Steffen Oppel (RSPB)
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The eastern side of St Helena continues to be
the most prominent area for the birds with
382 counted in Longwood, this includes all of
Prosperous Bay with the airport holding 12
adults, 4 chicks and a nest, Levelwood’s
contribution 55 adults, 29 on Woody Ridge
and 26 on Stone Top Ridge.

WEDNESDAY, 17 MARCH 2021

Adult Wirebird Count

2007

The 2021 Wirebird census count was
conducted by the St Helena National Trust
with the help of Damon Malar and Jaie Jaie
Buckley. A total of 510 adult Wirebirds were
counted, down by 27 from last year’s count, a
decrease in numbers for the third year
running. Thirty-one juveniles were counted, 31
chicks and 23 nests.

Deadline for names to be included on the supplemental list is 3 March 2021.
A booklet detailing information on the different options of Governance Systems, as well as the voting process and
arrangements for Polling Day, will be issued next week.
Public information sessions with Elected Members are also being arranged for the week commencing 22 February
2021.
Look out for articles in your local newspapers, posts on Social Media, presentations on local TV, and listen out for
radio announcements as well as more detailed radio discussions over the coming weeks to help gain further
knowledge on the different Governance Systems in the lead up to Polling Day.
Alternatively, for any further information, please contact the Deputy Speaker of the House, Maureen Thompson, on
email: maureen.thompson@helanta.co.sh or Acting Head of News, Liam Yon, on email:
liam.yon@sainthelena.gov.sh.
Background:
A public consultation exercise was held in October 2020 on the alternative systems of Governance. This was led by
the Governance Commission and followed the visit and report of Professor Jeremy Sarkin in 2019.
Legislative Council tasked a Progress Committee to refine details on how either a Revised Committee System or a
Ministerial System could work for St Helena. The report of the Progress Committee was considered by Legislative
Council on 15 January 2021 where a Resolution was passed by all Elected Members to hold a Governance Reform
Consultative Poll.
The January Resolution was for the poll to take place in February 2021. However, following discussions with the
Overseas Territories Directorate of the FCDO, which included advice from them as to when the Privy Council may be
able to consider Constitutional Amendments (if the poll is in favour of a Ministerial system), the decision was made to
have the Poll in mid–March 2021.
More information on the Governance Review can be found on the SHG Website via:
https://www.sainthelena.gov.sh/government/public-information/.
#StHelena #GovernanceReform #ConsultativePoll #LegislativeCouncil
https://www.facebook.com/StHelenaGovt/
https://twitter.com/StHelenaGovt
SHG
10 February 2021
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SPORTS ARENA
Cricket results
Levelwood Allstars (2021): 358/6 (35.0 Ov)
Lions (2021): 158/7 (35.0 Ov)
Levelwood Allstars (2021) won by 200 runs

Challengers (2021): 415/6 (35.0 Ov)
Cobras (2021): 61/10 (19.2 Ov)
Challengers (2021) won by 354 runs

RMS T20 2021
cricket fixtures
Saturday, 10am:
Sandy Bay Pirates vs Levelwood Allstars
Umpires - Heat
Saturday, 1:30pm:
Western A Mustangs vs Cobras
Umpires - Woodpeckers
Sunday, 10am:
Challengers vs Woodpeckers
Umpires - Allstars

A leaking toilet can waste
around 100 litres per day and
you would not even notice it
was leaking. To check for
leaks, put a few drops of food
colouring into the cistern and
wait 30 minutes. If the colour
has appeared in your toilet
bowl during that time, you
have a leak. Get it fixed and
save around £30 per year.

Sunday, 1:30pm:
Jamestown Heat vs Lions
Umpires - Mustangs

St Helena Golf Club cross-county
strokeplay competition
SHGC, Contributed

Tip-top

performance cost him one stroke on his
continued last Sunday, Feb. handicap, which dropped to
7.
6.
Twenty-one players teed There was a tie of net 66 for
off for the cross-country second place between Paddo
strokeplay competition.
Johnson and Nick Stevens.
Weather was great for golf. On a countback, Nicholas
Six players scored par and Stevens, who seemed to
below.
enjoy this format of play,
Topping the leaderboard emerged overall runner-up.
while playing off 7 handicap Three players shared the
was Lawson Henry, who got balls in the two-ball pool,
back into his winning ways these were Lawson Henry,
with net 63, which is 5 under Larry Legg and Vice-Captain
par. That good performance John Colclough.

This Sunday, Feb. 14 the
competition will be the
February monthly medal
strokeplay
competition,
which is being held early
in the month to allow for
the Texas scramble that is
planned to take place on
Feb. 28. This is also the date
scheduled for the St Helena
Golf Club AGM. Normal teeoff at 12:00. Registration
closes on Saturday, Feb. 13
at 15:00.
Happy swinging…!

